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REGULATIO NS 
PERSCRIBED BY  T HE SECRETARY  O F THE ARMY  FO R 

O HIO  RIVER, MISSISSIPPI RIVER ABO VE CAIRO , IL., AND 
THEIR TRIBUTARIES; USE, ADMINISTRATIO N 

AND NAVIGATIO N 
 

(The following  a r e  excer pts ) 
 
 

THE LAW 
 

Se ction 7 of the  Rive r a nd  Ha r bor  Act of Aug us t 8, 1917, pr ovid e s  a s  
follows : 
 
“T ha t it s ha ll be the d uty of the Se cr eta r y of Wa r  to pr e s cribe s uch 
r e g ula tions  for  the  us e, a d m inis tr a tion, a nd  na vig a tion of the 
na vig a ble wa ter s  of the United  Sta te s  a s  in his  jud g m ent the public 
nece s s ity m a y r equir e  for  the  pr otection of life  a nd  pr ope r ty, or  of 
ope r a tions  of the  Unite d  Sta tes  in cha nnel im provem e nt, cove r ing  a ll 
m a tter s  not s pe cifica lly d ele g a te d  by la w to s om e  othe r  exe cutive  
d e pa r tm e nt. Such re g ula tions  s ha ll be pos te d , in cons picuous  a nd 
a ppr opr ia te  pla ce s , for  the infor m a tion of the  public; a nd  e ver y pe r s on 
a nd  e ver y cor por a tion which s ha ll viola te s uch r e g ula tions  s ha ll be  
d e em e d  g uilty of a  m is d e m e a nor, a nd  on conviction the r e of in a ny 
d is tr ict cour t of the United  Sta te s  within whos e  te r r itor ia l jur is diction 
s uch offens e m a y ha ve  bee n com m itte d , s ha ll be  punis he d  by a  fine  not 
e xce e d ing  $500, or  by im pr is onm e nt (in the  ca s e of a  na tur a l pe r s on) 
not exce e d ing  s ix m onths , in the d is cr e tion of the  cour t.” 
 
In pur s ua nce  of the la w a bove  quoted , the following  r e g ula tions  we r e 
pr e s cr ibe d  to g over n the us e , a d m inis tr a tion, a nd  na vig a tion of the  
O hio River , Mis s is s ippi Rive r  a bove  Ca iro, Illinois , a nd  the ir  
tr ibuta r ie s . 
 
THE REGULATIO NS 
Se c. 207.300 O hio Rive r , Mis s is s ippi River  a bove  Ca ir o, Ill., a nd  their  
tr ibuta r ie s ; us e , a d m inis tr a tion, a nd  na vig a tion. 
 
(a ) Author ity of Lockm a s te r s .   

The  lockm a s te r  s ha ll be  cha r g e d  with the  im m e d ia te contr ol a nd  
m a na g em e nt of the lock, a nd  of the a r e a  s e t a s id e  a s  the  lock a r e a , 
includ ing  the lock a ppr oa ch cha nne ls . He/s he  s ha ll s e e  tha t a ll 
la ws , r ule s , a nd  re g ula tions  for  the us e  of the  lock a nd  lock a r e a  
a r e  d uly com plie d  with, to which e nd  he /s he is  a uthor ize d  to g ive  
a ll nece s s a r y or d e r s  a nd  d ir e ctions  in a ccor d a nce the r ewith, both 
to em ploye e s  of the  g over nm ent a nd  to a ny a nd  eve r y pe r son 

within the  lim its  of the lock a nd  lock a r e a , whethe r  na vig a ting  the 
lock or  not.  No one  s ha ll ca us e a ny m ovem ent of a ny ves s e l, boa t, 
or  othe r  floa ting  thing  in the  lock or a ppr oa che s  e xcept by or 
und e r  the  d ire ction of the  lockm a s te r  or his /he r  a s s is ta nts . In the  
eve nt of a n e m e r g ency, the lockm a s te r  m a y d e pa r t fr om  the s e  
r e g ula tions  a s  he d e e m s  ne ces s a r y.  The lockm a s te r s  s ha ll a ls o be  
cha r g e d  with the  control a nd  m a na g em ent of fe d e r a lly cons tr ucte d 
m oor ing  facilitie s . 

 
(b) Sa fe ty r ule s  for  ve s s e ls  us ing  na vig a tion locks .  

The following  s a fety r ule s  a r e he r e by pr e s cr ibe d  for  ve s s e ls  in the  
locking  pr oce s s , includ ing  the a ct of a ppr oa ching  or  d e pa r ting  a 
lock: 
(1) Tows  with fla m m a ble  or  ha za r d ous  ca r g o ba r g e s , loa d e d  or 

em pty. 
(i) Str ipping  ba r g e s  or  tr a ns fe r r ing  ca r g o is  pr ohibited . 
(ii)  All ha tche s  on ba r g e s  us e d  to tr a ns por t fla m m a ble or  

ha za r d ous  m a te r ia ls s ha ll be clos e d  a nd  la tche d , exce pt 
thos e  ba r g e s  car r ying  a  g a s-fr e e ce rtifica te. 

(iii)  Spa r k-pr oof pr ote ctive  r ubbing  fe nd e r s  (“pos s um s ”) s ha ll 
be  us e d . 

(2) All ves s e ls . 
(i) Lea king  ve s s e ls  m a y be  exclud e d  fr om  locks  until the y 

ha ve  bee n r epa ir e d  to the s a tis fa ction of the lockm a s te r . 
(ii)  Sm oking , ope n fla m e s , a nd  chipping  or  othe r  s pa r k-

pr od ucing  a ctivitie s  a r e  pr ohibite d  on d e ck d ur ing  the  
locking  cycle . 

(iii)  Pa inting  will not be pe r m itted  in the lock cha m ber  
d ur ing  the locking  cycle . 

(iv)  T ow s pe e d s  s ha ll be  r e d uce d  to a  r a te  of tr a ve l s uch tha t 
the  tow ca n be s toppe d  by che cking  s hould  m e cha nica l 
d ifficultie s  d e ve lop. Pilots  s hould  che ck with the 
ind ivid ua l lockm a s te r s  conce rning  pr eva iling  cond itions . 
It is  a ls o r e com m end e d  tha t pilots check their  a bility to 
r e ve r s e  their  e ng ine s  pr ior  to be g inning  a n a pproa ch. 
Eng ine s  s ha ll not be tur ne d  off in the  lock until the  tow 
ha s  s toppe d  a nd  be en m a d e fa s t. 

(v)  U.S. Coa s t Gua r d  r e g ula tions  r e quir e a ll ves s e ls  to ha ve  
on boa r d  life  s a ving  d evice s  for  pr eve ntion of d r owning . 
All cr e w m em ber s  of ve s s e ls  r e quir e d  to ca r ry work 
ve s ts  (life ja cke ts ) s ha ll we a r  them  d ur ing  a  locka g e , 
e xcept those  pe r s ons  in a n a r e a  e nclos e d  with a  ha nd r a il 
or  othe r  d e vice  which would  r e a s ona bly pr eclud e the  
pos s ibility of fa lling  ove r boa r d .  All d e ckha nd s  ha nd ling  
line s  d ur ing  locking  pr oce d ur e s ha ll we a r  a  life  ja cket. 
Ve s s e ls  not r equire d  by Coa s t Gua r d  r e g ula tions  to ha ve 
wor k ves ts  a boa r d  s ha ll ha ve  a t le a s t the pre s cr ibe d  life  
s a ving  d e vices , loca ted  for  r e a d y a cces s  a nd  us e if 
nee d e d . T he  lockm a s te r  m a y r e fus e locka g e  to a ny 
ve s s e l which fa ils  to confor m  to the  a bove. 

(c)  Re por ting  of na vig a tion incid ents .  
In fur the r a nce  of incr e a s e d  s a fe ty on wa te r wa ys  the following  
s a fe ty r ule s  a r e  he r eby pr e s cr ibe d  for  a ll na vig a tion inte re s ts : 
(1) Any incid e nt r e s ulting  in uncontr olle d  ba r g e s  s ha ll 

im m e d ia te ly be  r e por te d  to the  nea r e s t lock. The r e por t s ha ll 
includ e  infor m a tion a s  to the  num be r  of loos e ba rg e s , the ir  
ca r g o, a nd  the  tim e  a nd  loca tion whe r e  they br oke loos e. T he  
lockm a s te r  or  locks  s ha ll be ke pt infor m e d  of the pr og r e s s  
be ing  m a d e in br ing ing  the ba r g e s  und e r  contr ol s o tha t he 
ca n initia te  wha te ver  a ctions  m a y be wa r r a nte d . 

(2) Whe ne ver  ba rg e s  a r e  tem por a r ily m oor e d  a t othe r  tha n 
com m e r cia l te r m ina ls  or e s ta blis he d  fle eting  a r e a s , a nd  their  
br e a king  a wa y could  end a ng e r  a  lock, the  nea r e s t lock s ha ll 
be  s o notifie d , pr e fe r a bly the d owns tr e a m  lock. 

(3) Sunke n or  s inking  ba r g e s  s ha ll be  r epor te d  to the  ne a r e s t 
lock both d owns tr e a m  a nd  ups tr e a m  of the  loca tion in or d e r  
tha t othe r  tr a ffic pa s s ing  thos e points  m a y be a d vis e d  of the 
ha za r d s . 

(4) In the e vent of a n oil s pill, notify the ne a r e s t lock 
d owns tr e a m , s pecifying  the tim e a nd  loca tion of the  incid ent, 
type  of oil, a m ount of s pill, a nd  wha t r e cove ry or  contr olling  
m e a s ur e s  a r e  be ing  em ploye d . 


