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 (3) Rad io c om m unic ations. VHF-FM r ad ios, ope r ating in the  
FCC author ize d  Mar itim e  Band , have  be e n installe d  at all 
ope r ational loc ks (e xce pt those  on the  Ke ntuc ky Rive r and  
Loc k 3, Gr e e n Rive r ). Rad io c ontac t m ay be  m ad e  by any 
ve sse l d e sir ing passage .  Com m e r c ial tows ar e  e spe c ially 
r e que ste d  to m ake  c ontac t at le ast one  half hour  be for e  
ar r ival in or d e r  that the  pilot m ay be  infor m e d  of c ur r e nt 
r ive r and  tr affic  c ond itions that m ay affe c t the safe  passage  
of his tow.  All loc ks m onitor  156.8 MHz (Ch. 16) and  156.65 
MHz (Ch. 13) and  can wor k 156.65 MHz (Ch. 13) and  156.7 
MHz (Ch. 14) Ch. 16 is the  author ize d  c all, r e ply and  d istre ss 
fr e que nc y, and  loc ks ar e  not pe r m itte d  to work on this 
fr e que nc y e xc e pt in an e m e r ge ncy involving the  r isk of 
im m e d iate  loss of life  or pr ope r ty. Ve sse ls m ay c all and  wor k 
Ch. 13, without switc hing, but are  c autione d  that ve sse l to 
loc k tr affic  m ust not inte r r upt or  d e lay Br id ge to Br id ge  
tr affic  whic h has pr ior ity at all tim e s. 

 
(k) Rafts.  

Rafts to be  loc ke d  thr ough shall be  m oor e d  in suc h m anne r  as not 
to obstr uct the  e ntr anc e  of the  loc k, and  if to be  loc ke d  in se c tions, 
shall be  br ought to the  loc k as d ir e cte d  by the  loc km aste r . Afte r  
passing the  lock the  se c tions shall be  r e asse m ble d  at suc h 
d istanc e  be yond  the  loc k as not to inte r fe r e  with othe r  ve sse ls. 

 
(l) Entr ance  to and  e xit fr om  locks. In c ase  two or  m or e  boats or  

tows ar e  to e nte r  for  the  sam e  loc kage , the ir or d e r  of e ntr y 
shall be  d e te r m ine d  by the  loc km aste r . Exc e pt as d ir e c te d  by 
the  loc km aste r , no boat shall pass anothe r  in the  loc k. In no 
c ase  will boats be  pe r m itte d  to e nte r or le ave  the  loc ks until 
d ir e c te d  to d o so by the  loc km aste r. The  sid e s of all c r aft 
passing thr ough any lock shall be  fr e e  fr om  pr oje c tions of any 
kind  whic h m ight injur e  the  loc k walls. All ve sse ls shall be  
pr ovid e d  with suitable  fe nd e r s, and  shall be  use d  to pr ote ct 
the  loc k and  guid e  walls until it has c le ar e d  the  loc k and  
guid e  walls. 

 
(m ) Moor ing 

(1) At loc ks. 
(i)  All ve sse ls whe n in the  loc ks shall be  m oor e d  as d ir e cte d  

by the  loc km aste r .  Ve sse ls shall be  m oor e d  with bow 
and  ste r n line s le ad ing in opposite  d ir e c tions to pre ve nt 
the  ve sse l from  “r unning” in the  loc k. All ve sse ls will 
have  one  ad d itional line  available  on the  he ad  of the  tow 
for  e m e r ge nc y use . The  pilothouse  shall be  atte nd e d  by 
qualifie d  pe r sonne l d ur ing the  e ntir e  loc king pr oc e d ur e . 
W he n the  ve sse l is se c ur e ly m oore d , the  pilot shall not 
c ause  m ove m e nt of the  pr ope lle r s e xc e pt in e m e r ge nc y 
or  unle ss d ir e c te d  by the  loc km aste r . Tying to lock 
lad d e r s is str ic tly pr ohibite d . 

(ii)  Moor ing of unatte nd e d  or  non-pr ope lle d  ve sse ls or  sm all 
c r aft at the  uppe r  or  lowe r  c hanne l appr oac he s will not 
be  pe r m itte d  within 1200 fe e t of the  lock. 

(2) O utsid e  of loc ks. 
(i)  No ve sse l or  othe r  c r aft shall r e gular ly or  pe r m ane ntly 

m oor  in any r e ac h of a navigation c hanne l. The  
appr oxim ate  c e nte r line  of suc h c hanne ls are  m ar ke d  as 
the  sailing line  on Cor ps of Engine e r s' navigation c har ts. 
Nor  shall any floating c r aft, e xce pt in an e m e r ge nc y, 
m oor  in any nar r ow or  hazar d ous se c tion of the  
wate r way. Fur the r m or e , all ve sse ls or othe r c r aft ar e  
pr ohibite d  fr om  r e gular ly or  pe rm ane ntly m oor ing in 
any se c tion of navigable  wate r ways whic h ar e  c onge ste d  
with com m e r c ial fac ilitie s or  tr affic  unle ss it is m oor e d  
at fac ilitie s appr ove d  by the  Se c r e tar y of the  Ar m y or  his 
author ize d  r e pr e se ntative . The  lim its of the c onge ste d  
ar e as shall be  m ar ke d  on Cor ps of Engine e r s' navigation 
c har ts. Howe ve r , the  Distr ic t Engine e r m ay author ize  in 
wr iting e xc e ptions to any of the  above  if, in his 
jud gm e nt, suc h m oor ing would  not ad ve r se ly affe c t 
navigation and  anc hor age . 

(ii)  No ve sse l or  othe r  c r aft shall be  m oor e d  to railroad  
tr ac ks, to r ive r banks in the  vic inity of r ailr oad  tr ac ks 
whe n suc h m oor ing thr e ate ns the  safe ty of e quipm e nt 
using suc h tr ac ks, to te le phone  pole s or  powe r  pole s, or  
to br id ge s or  sim ilar  str uc tur e s use d  by the  public . 

(iii)  Exc e pt in c ase  of gr e at e m e r ge ncy, no ve sse l or  c r aft 
shall anc hor  ove r  r e ve tte d  banks of the  r ive r , and  no 
floating plant othe r  than launc he s and  sim ilar  sm all 
c r aft shall land  against banks pr ote c te d  by re ve tm e nt 
e xc e pt at re gular  c om m e r c ial land ings. In all c ase s, 
e ve r y pr e c aution to avoid  d am age  to the  r e ve tm e nt 
works shall be  e xe r c ise d . The  c onstr uc tion of log r afts 
along m attr e sse d  or  pave d  banks or  the  tying up and  
land ing of log rafts against suc h banks shall be  
pe r for m e d  in suc h a m anne r  as to c ause  no d am age  to 
the  m attr e ss wor k or  bank paving. Ge ne r ally, m attr e ss 
work e xte nd s out into the  r ive r  600 fe e t fr om  the  low 
wate r  line . 

(iv)  Any ve sse l utilizing a fe d e r ally c onstr uc te d  m oor ing 
fac ility (e .g., c e lls, buoys, anc hor  r ings) at the  points 
d e signate d  on the  c ur r e nt issue  of the  Cor ps' navigation 
c har ts shall ad vise  the  loc km aste r  at the  ne ar e st lock 
fr om  that point by the  m ost e xpe d itious m e ans. 

 
(n) Dr aft of ve sse ls.  

No ve sse l shall atte m pt to e nte r  a loc k unle ss its d r aft is at le ast 
thr e e  inc he s le ss than the  le ast d e pth of wate r  ove r  the  guar d  
sills, or  ove r  the  gate  sills if the r e  be  no guard  sills. Infor m ation 
c onc e r ning c ontrolling d e pth ove r  sills c an be  obtaine d  fr om  the  

lockm aste r  at e ac h loc k or  by inquir y at the  offic e  of the  d istr ic t 
e ngine e r  of the  d istr ic t in whic h the  loc k is loc ate d . 

 
(o) Hand ling m ac hine r y.  

No one  but e m ploye e s of the  Unite d  State s shall m ove  any loc k 
m ac hine r y e xc e pt as d ire c te d  by the  loc km aste r . Tam pe r ing or  
m e d d ling with the  m ac hine r y or  othe r  par ts of the  loc k is str ic tly 
for bid d e n. 

 
(p) Re fuse  in loc ks.  

Plac ing or  d isc har ging r e fuse  of any d e sc r iption into the  loc k, on 
lock walls or  e splanad e , c anal or  c anal bank is pr ohibite d . 

 
(q) Dam age  to loc ks or  othe r  wor k.  

To avoid  d am age  to plant and  struc tur e s c onne c te d  with the  
c onstr uc tion or  r e pair  of loc ks and  d am s, ve sse ls passing 
str uc ture s in the  pr oc e ss of c onstr uc tion or  r e pair  shall r e d uc e  
the ir  spe e d  and  navigate  with spe c ial c aution while  in the  vic inity 
of suc h work. The  r e str ic tions and  ad m onitions c ontaine d  in the se  
r e gulations shall not affe c t the  liability of the  owne r s and  
ope r ator s of floating c r aft for  any d am age  to loc ks or  othe r 
str uc ture s c ause d  by the  ope r ation of suc h c r aft. 

 
(r ) Tr e spass of lock pr ope r ty.  

Tr e spass on loc ks or  d am s or  othe r  U.S. pr ope r ty pe r taining to the  
locks or  d am s is str ic tly prohibite d  e xce pt in those  ar e as 
spe c ific ally pe r m itte d . Par tie s com m itting any injur y to the  loc ks 
or  d am s or  to any par t the r e of will be  re sponsible  the r e for .  Any 
pe r son c om m itting a willful injury to any U.S. pr ope r ty will be  
pr ose c ute d . No fishing will be  pe r m itte d  fr om  loc k walls, guid e  
walls, or  guar d  walls of any loc k or  fr om  any d am , e xc e pt in ar e as 
d e signate d  and  poste d  by the  r e sponsible  Distr ic t Engine e r  as 
fishing ar e as. Pe r sonne l fr om  c om m e r c ial and  re c r e ational c r aft 
will be  allowe d  on the  lock str uc tur e  for  le gitim ate  busine ss 
r e asons; e .g., cr e w change s, e m e rge nc y phone  c alls, e tc. 

 
(s) Re str ic te d  ar e as at loc ks and  d am s.  

All wate r s im m e d iate ly above  and  be low e ac h d am , as poste d  by 
the  r e spe c tive  Distr ic t Engine e r s, ar e  he r e by d e signate d  as 
r e str ic te d  ar e as. No ve sse l or  othe r floating c r aft shall e nte r  any 
suc h r e str ic te d  are a at any tim e . The  lim its of the  r e str ic te d  are as 
at e ac h d am  will be  d e te r m ine d  by the  r e sponsible  Distr ic t 
Engine e r and  m ar ke t by signs and /or  flashing r e d  lights installe d  
in c onspic uous and  appr opr iate  plac e s. 

 
(t) [Re se r ve d ] 
 
(u) O pe r ations d ur ing high wate r  and  flood s in d e signate d  vulne r able  

ar e as.  


