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FEB 2014 REGULATIONS: RIVERS AND HARBORS ACT - 1899 SHEET G

ACT O F MARCH 3, 1899 
[As  Am e nd e d  T hrough P.L. 106–580, De c . 29, 2000] 

(Com m only Known as  T HE “RIVERS AND HARBO RS APPRO PRIATIO N ACT O F 1899”) 
(Se c tions  15, 16, 19 & 20) 

 CHAP. 425.— An Ac t Making a ppropriations  for the  c ons truc tion, re pa ir, and 
pre s e rva tion of c e rta in public  works  on rive rs  and  harbors , and  for othe r purpos e s . 

* * * * * * * 
SECTIO N 15 

T hat it s hall not be  lawful to tie  up or anc hor ve s s e ls or othe r c raft in navigable  
c hanne ls  in s uc h a m anne r as  to pre ve nt or obs truc t the  pas s age  of othe r ve s s e ls  or 
c raft; or to s ink, or pe rm it or c aus e  to be  s unk, ve s s e ls  or othe r c raft in navigable  
c hanne ls ; or to float loos e  tim be r and  logs , or to float what is  known as  s ac k rafts  of 
tim be r and  logs  in s tre am s  or c hanne ls  ac tually navigate d  by s te am boats  in s uc h 
m anne rs  as  to obs truc t, im pe d e , or e nd ange r navigation. And  whe ne ve r a ve s s e l, raft, 
or othe r c raft is  wre c ke d  and  s unk in a navigable  c hanne l, it s hall be  the  d uty of the  
owne r, le s s e e , or ope rator of s uc h s unke n c raft to im m e d iate ly m ark it with a buoy or 
be ac on d uring the  d ay and  a lighte d  lante rn at night, and  to m aintain s uc h m arks  until 
the  s unke n c raft is  re m ove d  or aband one d , and  the  ne gle c t or failure  of the s aid  owne r, 
le s s e e , or ope rator s o to d o s hall be  unlawful; and  it s hall be  the  d uty of the  owne r, 
le s s e e , or ope rator of s uc h s unke n c raft to c om m e nc e  the  im m e d iate  re m oval of the  
s am e , and  pros e c ute  s uc h re m oval d ilige ntly, and  failure  to d o s o s hall be  c ons id e re d as  
an aband onm e nt of s uc h c raft and  s ubje c t the  s am e  to re m oval by the  Unite d  State s  as  
he re inafte r provid e d  for.  (33 U.S.C. 409) 

SECT IO N 16 
That e ve ry pe rs on and  e ve ry c orporation that s hall violate , or that s hall knowingly aid , 
abe t, authorize , or ins tigate  a violation of the  provis ions  of s e c tions  13, 14, 15, 19, and 
20 of this Ac t s hall be  guilty of a m is d e m e anor, and  on c onvic tion the re of s hall be  
punis he d  by a fine  of up to $25,000 pe r d ay, or by im pris onm e nt (in the  c as e  of a 
natural pe rs on) for not le s s  than thirty d ays  nor m ore  than one  ye ar, or by both s uc h 
fine  and  im pris onm e nt, in the  d is c re tion of the  c ourt; one -half of s aid  fine  to be  paid  to 
the  pe rs on or pe rs ons  giving inform ation whic h s hall le ad  to c onvic tion. And  any and  
e ve ry m as te r, pilot, and  e ngine e r, or pe rs on or pe rs ons  ac ting in s uc h c apac ity, 
re s pe c tive ly, on board  of any boat or ve s s e l who s hall knowingly ngage  in towing any 
s c ow, boat, or ve s s e l load e d  with any m ate rial s pe c ifie d  in s e c tion thirte e n of this  Ac t to 
any point or plac e  of d e pos it or d is c harge  in any harbor or navigable  wate r, e ls e whe re  
than within the  lim its  d e fine d  and  pe rm itte d  by the  Se c re tary of War, or who s hall 
willfully injure  or d e s troy any work of the  Unite d  State s  c onte m plate d  in s e c tion 
fourte e n of this  Ac t, or who s hall willfully obs truc t the c hanne l of any wate rway in the  
m anne r c onte m plate d  in s e c tion fifte e n of this  Ac t, s hall be  d e e m e d  guilty of a violation 
of this  Ac t, and  s hall upon c onvic tion be  punis he d  as  he re inbe fore  provid e d  in this  
s e c tion, and  s hall als o have  his  lic e ns e  re voke d  or s us pe nd e d for a te rm  to be  fixe d  by 
the  jud ge  be fore  whom  trie d  and  c onvic te d . And  any boat, ve s s e l, s c ow, raft, or othe r 
c raft us e d  or e m ploye d  in violating any of the  provis ions  of s e c tions  13, 14, 15, 19, and  
20 of this  Ac t s hall be  liable  for the  pe c uniary pe naltie s  s pe c ifie d in this  s e c tion, and  in 
ad d ition the re to for the  am ount of the  d am age s  d one  by s aid  boat, ve s s e l, s c ow, raft, or 
othe r c raft, whic h latte r s um  s hall be  plac e d  to the  c re d it of the  appropriation for the 
im prove m e nt of the  harbor or wate rway in whic h the  d am age  oc c urre d , and  s aid  boat, 
ve s s e l, s c ow, raft, or othe r c raft m ay be  proc e e d e d  agains t s um m arily by way of libe l in 
any d is tric t c ourt of the  Unite d  State s  having juris d ic tion the re of.  (33 U.S.C. 411, 412) 




