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St. Joseph Regional Port Facility 

 Missouri River Mile 448
 St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri
 35 Minutes North of Kansas City International Airport
 Excellent Transportation Network 

-- Interstate 229 and 29 - North and South

-- U.S. Highway 36  - East and West

 Operating Agreement with Kaw Valley Companies
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Developing Port -
 Has been a long and expensive process (piece-by-piece)
-- Dock and Mooring Cells
-- Interior Road System
-- Truck Scales
-- Conveyor
-- Covered Storage – (critical factor for efficiency)  
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Obstacles -
 High Cost of Improvements (Additional storage, conveyor 

systems, equipment)

 Funding (MoDot Capital Dollars are subject to state revenue and 
often restricted if revenues are low…lots of needs in Missouri Port 
System)

 Union Pacific Rail Road (Not exactly customer driven or in any 
hurry!)

 Missouri River Navigation (higher cost than Mississippi, reason 
efficiencies are so important)

 Results in Lost Opportunities…
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Agricultural Hub –
 Ranked 4th strongest in U.S. on Forbes list of farming and agribusiness 

communities (2015)

-- Strongest Interest is for Fertilizer Distribution (Bringing in by barge and/or rail 
and distributing by truck in NW & NE Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska)

A lot of empty grain trucks leaving St. Joseph that could leave with fertilizer on return trip

-- Shipments of Grain Out of St. Joseph via Barge
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Prospects & Opportunities -
 Interest from Fertilizer Distributors (Would not commit until 

storage is completed and possible factors with rail spur is resolved)  

 Interest in Coil Steel Rod coming through Port (Rail)

 Economic Development Asset (Often asked on project questionnaires 
if St. Joseph has a multi-modal port)

 New Tax Credit Legislation (For businesses that increase river borne 
freight through Missouri Ports)
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Developing Port -
 Has been a long and expensive process (piece-by-piece)
-- Dock and Mooring Cells
-- Interior Road System
-- Truck Scales (in and out)

-- Conveyor Systems
-- Covered Storage – completed November 2017  
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