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Group 2 represented a diverse group of research organizations, Federal water management agencies, 
and water utilities. A unique aspect of this group was representation by individuals from municipal 
utility and lake management groups.  Group discussions centered on understanding the appropriate 
application of scientific information generated by the LT_Doc in water management practices. 
Significant emphasis was also put onto the connection between research, practice, and policy and the 
role of CCAWWG in this chain of action. Key discussion points from the breakout sessions are provided 
below: 

• Progress on the 2011 LT_Doc: Overall the entire group was impressed with the progress made 
to date on the research needs identified in the LT_Doc. The group recommended that discussion 
of the progress to date be added to the updated LT_Doc to identify both scientific research 
progress and application of research information in practice. 

• Science translation:  The group discussed the need to communicate in both directions from 
science needs and research findings to address the social science barriers of communicating 
information. The CCAWWG workshop format to bringing end-users and researchers together 
was a positive example of relating research needs and information available. Having a consistent 
or reoccurring opportunity to relay CCAWWG information to practitioners between updates to 
the LT_Doc was desired among the group to continue communication.  

• Uncertainty in information: There is a general desire for regional geographic estimates of both 
projection uncertainty and prediction skill, so water managers can identify the information that 
should be used for decision-making. This is accomplished currently by linking modelers and 
managers (BOR/USACE – NCAR relationship) to bring key information into application. The group 
felt as though CCAWWG should continue to facilitate these relationships more broadly.  

• Expanding observation networks: The group observed that significant discussion at the 
CCAWWG workshop focused on models and projections, while less emphasis was placed on 
monitoring and observation networks. The need for better observed data came up in of the 
breakout sessions for this group as a priority and need. 

• Coastal CCAWWG workshop: Overall this group struggled to fully discuss the research needs 
associated with coastal research. The group did identify the lack of modeling for shoreline 
impacts on estuarine systems and research products for large inland water bodies, such as the 
Great Lakes as areas could be included in the updated LT_Doc. In lieu of discussing the full 
breadth of topics, the group suggested a specific CCAWWG workshop for this area.  

• Emphasis on drought: The need for a separately defined research need for drought was brought 
up multiple times throughout the breakout sessions. The group discussed adding research needs 
such as projecting drought frequency and short-term predictions for drought on-set. Defining 
drought exclusively in the LT_Doc appealed to the group as a majority. 

• Connecting research with application and policy: The group identified that there is a significant 
need to connect CCAWWG research with applications and connect practice with policy in order 
to have decision makers to accept to information generating from these research efforts.  


