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Scope of Study
Tribes and States

Cooperating Agencies
Federal Agencies
Interest Groups
General Public

WE ARE HERE

September 2016

September 2016 -
February 2017

February 2020 –
May 2020

By Sept 24, 2021* RECORD OF DECISION

ISSUE FINAL EIS

PREPARE FINAL EIS & 
IDENTIFY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

PUBLIC COMMENT REVIEW
AND SYNTHESIS

DRAFT EIS ISSUED
Available for 90-day Public Review

DETAILED ANALYSIS

DEVELOP ALTERNATIVES 
FOR DETAILED EVALUATION

PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENT PERIOD

NOTICE OF INTENT

By March 27, 2020*

Columbia River 
System Operations 

EIS Process Flow 
Chart

Finalize ESA Section 7 
Consultation with 
NMFS and USFWS

Tribal Engagement

October 2017 –
January 2020

February 2017 –
March 2018

February 2020 –
March 2021

By March 26, 2021*
*Draft EIS, Final EIS and Record 

of Decisions dates are mandated 
by court order
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Columbia River System Operations EIS

• NEPA Process
• Public Scoping Process 
• Alternatives (e.g., dam breach, various levels 

of spill)
• Scope of Analysis for EIS 
• Impact Analysis Methodologies
• Hydrology and Hydraulics 
• Climate Change 
• Water Quality 
• Water Supply 
• Air Quality 
• Anadromous and Resident Fish 
• Threatened and Endangered Fish Species –

Dam Configuration & Operation 

• Wildlife 
• Wetlands and Vegetation 
• Invasive and Nuisance Species 
• Cultural and Historic Resources 
• Tribal Interests/Resources 
• Flood Risk Management 
• Power Generation/Energy 
• Power Transmission 
• River Navigation 
• Transportation 
• Recreation 
• Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice 
• General Opposition to EIS Development 
• General Support to EIS Development 

Scoping Comment Categories
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Columbia River System Operations EIS

Purpose and Need



Columbia River System Operations EIS

Process for Development and Analysis of Preliminary and 
Reasonable Range of Alternatives for the Draft EIS

Step 3a: Identify 

“Secondary” 

Objectives/opportunitie
s

Primary
Objectives

Step 1:

Preliminary

Alternative
s

Step 7:

Final range of 

Draft

Alternatives

including

mitigation

Measures in the 
DEIS

Step 2: 1st

Model Run

Reservoir 

and Flows -

Additional 

modeling 

analysis 

(TBD)

Step 3: Concurrent

with (2) - Develop

“Secondary” 
Objectives

Step 4: Refine/

Develop range of

Draft Alternatives,

including

Integrated, Primary

Objectives and

“Secondary”
Objectives

Step 5:

NEPA

Evaluation of 

range of Draft 
Alternatives

Based on Primary 

Objectives, build 

draft preliminary 

alternatives that are 

“single focused”

Note: 

Includes No 

Action; 

analysis will 

identify 

trade-offs

Step 3b: Identify 

Measures

for “Secondary” 
objectives as appropriate

Note: Includes 

appropriate 

modeling and 

effects 

analysis to 

identify 

impacts and 

analyze 

additional 

Trade-offs

Examples of “Secondary” Objectives:

• Non-Listed species, such as lamprey 

and burbot

• Invasive species management

Step 6:

Mitigation 

identified, 

described 

and 

applied

Development and Analysis of Reasonable Range of Alternatives for DEIS

Stakeholder Meetings  Oct. 4-5, 2017
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Columbia River System Operations EIS

Stay informed
• Find us at www.crso.info
• Add your name to our project mailing list

• Call 800-290-5033
• Email your contact information info@crso.info

http://www.crso.info/


Columbia River System Operations EIS

Questions on the NEPA Process


