
Port Everglades Navigation Improvement Project 
IWG Meeting:  Review of Project Habitat Map (aka modified Walker map, updated reef map) 

and Update of Draft Monitoring Plan 
June 15, 2018:  2:00 – 3:30 pm 

DRAFT AGENDA 

Teleconference: 1-877-336-1831, Access code:  3709243, Security Code:  1234 
Webinar: https://usace.webex.com/meet/lacy.s.pfaff 

Meeting Purpose:  Port Everglades Updated Reef Map (aka Modified Walker Map, Benthic 
Habitat Map) discussion and path forward to provide confidence in mapping results; update on 
proposed changes to the Draft Monitoring Plan. 

Meeting Goals: 

• Common understanding of goal of the project’s benthic habitat map.
• Clear understanding of how the latest map was assembled including verification

activities.
• Respond to comments/questions received June 5, 2018, from the DEP.
• Path to provide reasonable assurance and confidence in the use of the project benthic

habitat map.
• Information share on Corps current review of the Draft Monitoring Plan.

A.  Introductions, Review of Agenda and meeting goals:  Corps/Port/Marie 

B.  How will the map be used - now and in the future? 

C.  Walk through of how the map was assembled and verified by Mike Rice with DCA.  

D.  Issues to be addressed (taken from DEP letter) as discussions progress: 

1. The Walker Map (final baseline habitat map) should be refined to include the entire
“area of interest’ – 1,200 meters both north and south of the channel. (see # 3 below)

2. Maps should include additional “disclaimers” that clarify other areas were not included
in the USACE Spring-Fall 2016 bathymetric survey, including the area between 900 m
and 1,050 m to the north of the channel, and eastern, nearshore areas to the south
(between 0 m and 450 m south) and north (between 0 m and 1,050 m to the north).

3. Do not use the BAG maps to fill in information in areas not covered by the 2016
bathymetric survey – request that 2016 survey methods (side scan, multi-beam, and
diver verification) be employed in entire area of interest.

https://usace.webex.com/meet/lacy.s.pfaff


4. While Reconnaissance and ESA surveys are not intended to delineate habitat boundaries
and identify sand features, ensure that final baseline habitat map does not contradict
the information obtained during these surveys (currently there are conflicts).

5. Conduct additional ground truthing of Walker Map revisions, particularly where changes
from reef to sand were made.

E.   Activities/Questions for consideration to move forward: 

1. Identify locations where modified Walker map was changed (i.e. from sand to
reef/hardbottom) that were not verified through ground truthing.  How to ascertain?
Time needed to conduct additional verifications?  Timeframe to accomplish?

2. Identify locations where reconnaissance survey shows a reef/hardbottom habitat where
current Baseline Map shows sand.  How to ascertain? Time needed to conduct
additional verifications?  Timeframe?

3. Are some areas more critical than others for ground truthing (Direct/Mixing
Zone/Indirect Areas) versus use of other digital tools such as the BAG map?

F.  Taskers and Close 


