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The REEOs ensure close coordination between military 
and regional policymakers, working to resolve potential 
mission impacts before adverse proposals become laws 
or regulations and supporting proposals that benefit the 
military mission and sustainability.

Key activities include:

 � Monitoring and reporting on state legislative and 
regulatory activities that could affect installations’ 
abilities to perform their missions. 

 � Developing consolidated Army and DOD responses to 
state and federal regulators. 

 � Engaging state legislators, federal and state regulators, 
and non-governmental organizations to advance Army 
and DOD interests.  

 � Sustaining military readiness by maintaining strategic 
partnerships with state and federal agencies. 

The REEOs execute the DOD REC mission assigned 
under DOD Instructions 4715.02 and 4180.02 to advance 
Army and DOD interests in state legislative and regulatory 
actions. Additionally, the REEOs support Army activities, 
installations, and energy and sustainability program 
initiatives under the Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Installations, Energy & Environment) Strategy 2025. 

SUPPORTING ARMY & DOD MISSION

The U.S. Army Regional Environmental and Energy Offices (REEOs) represent Army and Department of Defense (DOD) environmental and energy 
interests at the state and regional level to support and advocate for military missions and facilities. 

Each office is led by a REEO Director, who serves as the DOD Regional Environmental Coordinator (REC) for an assigned U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) region. Directors are supported by dedicated Counsel, Army Regional Environmental Coordinators and Regulatory Affairs Specialists.
  

     LEGEND

Army is DOD REC in  
Regions 4, 5, 7 & 8 

Navy is DOD REC in 
Regions 1, 3 & 9

Air Force is DOD REC in 
Regions 2, 6 & 10

* Region 2 includes Puerto Rico and 
   U.S. Virgin Islands 

* Region 9 includes Guam and  
  American Samoa



REEO-WESTERN
 � Energy project siting 
 � Conservation easements
 � State PFAS actions

REEO-CENTRAL
 � Electricity resilience
 � HW permitting 
 � State PFAS actions

REEO-NORTHERN
 � Energy project siting
 � Mission sustainment
 � State PFAS actions

REEO-SOUTHERN
 � Energy project siting 
 � Conservation easements
 � State PFAS actions

To overcome challenges presented by COVID-19, the REEOs quickly adapted, leveraging innovative and collaborative tools to continue engagements 
and maintain/strengthen relationships, while also closely monitoring state COVID-19 response activities. Additionally, the REEOs continued to 
monitor all bills introduced, engaging with Component Services or the Legislatures if bills that could affect the military gained traction. 

ACTION RESULTS
 

Embracing Virtual Meeting  
Environment

 
The REEOs re-tooled existing processes to bring online meeting platforms into the daily routine,  
transforming in-person meetings into virtual meetings. One-on-ones to resolve permit or compliance 
questions continued, but over a video screen rather than a conference table. 

 
Enhancing Risk  

Communication Skills

 
The REEOs worked with the Army Public Health Center to apply health risk communication practices 
when engaging with state policymakers on challenging topics, such as emerging chemicals of  
environmental concern. They discussed as a team how individuals react differently when faced with 
change and learned strategies to help everyone meet change with strength.     

 
Leveraging Best  

Practices

 
The REEOs worked together to learn best practices for communicating virtually, with in-depth training 
from third-party experts. This included utilizing the Udall Foundation’s National Center for  
Environmental Conflict Resolution to learn how to systematically focus on shared interests instead of 
hardline positions to resolve conflict. 

 
Monitoring State  

COVID-19 Response

 
The REEOs helped USACE Divisions follow quickly changing state actions during COVID-19 response 
efforts. Using updates from state health and environmental agencies, the National Governors Association, 
National Association of Counties, and other resources, the REEOs  reported the daily and weekly status of 
state governors’ public health emergency declarations, travel restrictions, National Guard activation, and 
emergency executive orders. 

 
Tracking Environmental  

Policies Across States

 
The REEOs drew on long-standing relationships with the Environmental Council of the States and state 
regulatory officials to help DOD facilities stay informed about the patchwork of state environmental 
agency policy responses to the pandemic.

 
Facilitating Engagements with 

State Regulators

 
REEO-Southern worked with the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality to facilitate 
discussions about a factory permit to support COVID-19 response activities. REEO-Southern’s long-
established relationship with state regulators enabled productive conversations to reach a resolution.

U.S. ARMY REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL & ENERGY OFFICES

MONITORING & REPORTING 

ENSURING MISSION CONTINUITY

In fiscal 2020, the REEOs tracked movement 
of more than 19,500 state regulatory and 
legislative actions in state legislatures and 
environmental regulatory agencies. 

As a result, installation and federal agency 
stakeholders were alerted to nearly 3,200 
state environmental actions of interest in the 
REEOs’ monthly regional Review publications 
in fiscal 2020.

Additionally, REEO-Southern published 
the bimonthly Southeast Energy Monitor to 
update Army leaders and installation energy 
managers on state energy dockets and 
legislative and regulatory activities relevant 
to military interests in Region 4. Plans are 
underway to roll out regional Energy Monitors 
for all REEOs in fiscal 2021.

KEEPING STAKEHOLDERS 
INFORMED REGIONAL TOPICS OF INTEREST

*HW: Hazardous waste



SUSTAINING READINESS
 � McAlester Army Ammunition Plant supported the 

passage of Oklahoma House Resolution 1012 on rail 
expansion, which would help maintain and improve 
McAlester’s mission capability and sustainability. As 
Army REC, REEO-Central worked with the plant and Air 
Force (DOD REC in the region) to voice support for the 
resolution. It was approved by the House and signed. 

 � REEO-Western facilitated a meeting with the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Threat Reduction and 
Arms Control, Colorado Department of Public Health and 
the Environment (CDPHE), and EPA Region 8 to discuss 
Army’s concerns with permitting static detonation 
chambers as hazardous waste incinerators at Pueblo 
Chemical Depot. CPDHE agreed to establish a technical 
working group to address permitting concerns and enable 
the important work to proceed safely. 

 � In Tennessee, companion measures HB 1950 and SB 2181 
required notification of zoning changes to landowners, 
but did not specifically mention military installations. 
REEO-Southern, as DOD REC, submitted comments 
requesting language be added to both bills, requiring 
military installations be notified about land use changes 
within five miles of an installation. Both bills died.  

 � REEO-Northern engaged with Navy and Air Force while 
closely monitoring Massachusetts HB 761 in Senate and 
House committees. If passed, the bill would establish 
a cap on the total number of toxic release inventory 
facilities that could be sited or expanded in an area, 
potentially impacting future expansion at Hanscom Air 
Base. The bill died prior to requiring further DOD action. 

 � California Desert Managers Group

 � Commanders Councils [NC, TX]

 � EPA Region 2  - DOD Work Groups [NY,  NJ] 

 � EPA Region 5 - DOD Partnerships  [IN, OH, WI]

 � EPA Region 3 - DOD Partnerships [MD, PA, VA] 

 � DOD Compliance Partnerships  [MS, NC] 

 � DOD Environmental Partnerships  [NM,  OK, TX] 

 � Kentucky Environmental Conference

 � Tier II Partnerships [AL, GA, KS, MO, NC, NE, SC] 

 � Chesapeake Bay Partnership [MD, PA, VA]

 � EPA Region 1 and 2 Army National Guard Partnership 

 � EPA Regions 3 and 4 Tier III Restoration Partnerships 

 � Midwest Environmental Compliance Conference [IA, KS, MO, NE]

 � Northwest Regional Environmental Forum [WA] 

 � Region 5 Restoration Collaborative [EPA, IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI] 

 � Southeast Natural Resource Leaders Group [GA]

 � Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and Sustainability [GA]

 � Southern States Energy Board [KY]

 � Western Regional Partnership  [AZ, CA, CO, NM, NV, UT]

SERVING AS A FORCE MULTIPLIER THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS
The REEOs continue to build and strengthen regional  and state strategic partnerships in support of military readiness and sustainability 
across the nation, including:

 � Each week throughout the year, REEO-Southern 
provided a snapshot of all legislative and regulatory 
actions in the states related to per- and polyfluorinated 
substances (PFAS) with its PFAS Tracking Workbook. 
REEO-Southern launched the workbook in 2019 to 
monitor evolving state PFAS developments, including 
pending and enacted items. The workbook offers 
publicly available information in one document that is 
shared with Headquarters Army and DOD.

TRACKING STATE PFAS RESPONSE

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS STATE  PARTNERSHIPS

MONITORING ENCROACHMENT 
 � REEO-Western, as DOD REC, coordinated with 

Air Force and DOD Siting Clearinghouse to provide 
language to legislators considering Wyoming SB 36. 
The bill  requires notification of the building of wind 
energy projects and prohibits construction near active 
missile facilities. The bill passed with the suggested 
language and the governor signed it. 

 � Indiana SB 257 stipulated that Indiana Department 
of Transportation would not issue a permit for 
construction of an energy facility that would result 
in a structure more than 200 feet above ground level 
unless the applicant submitted documentation of a 
formal review by the DOD Siting Clearinghouse to 
determine the structure would not adversely impact 
military operations and readiness. REEO-Northern, as 
DOD REC, and the DOD Siting Clearinghouse actively 
engaged on the legislation to ensure that the military 
review requirement was included. The Legislature 
passed the bill.

FISCAL YEAR  2020 ACTIONS SUPPORTING ARMY & DOD MISSION



PRESERVING CONSERVATION EASEMENTS  
 � REEO-Western and Service counterparts notified 

Ellsworth Air Force Base about a bill that would have 
negatively affected restricted easements the base held. 
South Dakota HB 1238 would have allowed modification 
of the term of a perpetual easement upon the death of 
the person who granted the easement. As a result of this 
notification, concerns were relayed to the Legislature and 
the bill was amended to protect the easement. The bill 
later died in committee, but Ellsworth would not have 
realized the negative impact of the original bill had it not 
been for REEO-Western’s involvement. 

 � REEO-Western, as DOD REC, engaged with Component 
RECs and House and Senate legislative staff to discuss 
impacts of Colorado House Bill 1146 on the military. 
The bill would have allowed landowners who sell land 
for conservation easements the option to extinguish the 
easement and be reimbursed for the sale and tax liability. 
If the bill had passed, an easement obtained by the military 
and held in perpetuity could be reversed. REEO-Western 
helped convince the Legislature to kill the bill.

SUPPORTING ENERGY RESILIENCY 
 � REEO-Central, as DOD REC, provided testimony in 

support of Missouri HB 1737. As proposed, HB 1737 
would allow cost recovery by electrical corporations 
for investments to improve electricity resilience  
at facilities, including military installations. The 
proposed legislation was in concert with Secretary 
of the Army Directive 2020-03 to enhance energy 
sustainability at installations and supported DOD 
Directive 4180.02 to improve energy security and 
resilience as part of planning and management of 
resources necessary for DOD operations. Due to 
COVID-19, the Legislature suspended the current 
session, but REEO-Central will monitor in 2021.  

 � REEO-Southern, as DOD REC, coordinated with the 
DOD Siting Clearinghouse to support Mississippi 
Senate Bill (SB) 2519 that aimed to ensure DOD 

 � use decisions, to include wind energy development, 
which could affect military operations. Due to 
COVID-19, the Legislature suspended the current 
session, but REEO-Southern will monitor in 2021.  

 � Similarly, Alabama SB 99 would seek input from 
DOD before land use decisions, such as wind turbine 
sitings, were made. REEO-Southern and the DOD 
Siting Clearinghouse supported the Alabama bill. 
SB 99 had already passed the Alabama Senate and 
was scheduled for consideration by the Alabama 
House, but the bill did not advance due to committee 
meetings being canceled due to COVID-19.  

FISCAL YEAR  2020 ACTIONS SUPPORTING ARMY & DOD MISSION

ENSURING EQUITABLE TREATMENT  
 � REEO-Central, as DOD REC, expressed concern to the 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment and 
submitted legislative committee testimony about the 
vagueness of Kansas SB 153, which would have expanded 
the definition of “pollutant” as it pertains to water and soil 
pollutant releases and could have inadvertently made some 
routine activities “polluting.” The bill died in committee. 

 � REEO-Northern contacted DOD stakeholders across 
Wisconsin for input on Wisconsin SB 91. Under this 
bill, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
would authorize a permit holder to discharge a pollutant 
above the levels authorized in the permit if the permit 
holder purchased water pollution credits from a state 
clearinghouse. The purchase of credits would have to 
result in improved water quality. The bill passed and is 
expected to offer National Guard stakeholders additional 
regulatory flexibility.

FACILITATING COMPLIANCE
 � REEO-Central coordinated actions on a Hazardous 

Waste Permit and Corrective Action rule in New 
M exico, meeting with Army installations and 
Air Force, as DOD REC in the region, to develop 
comments to regulators to ensure permit review 
times would not substantially increase, which could 
cause installations’ permits to expire before a review 
process could be completed. The rule is now in effect.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION

U.S. ARMY REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL & ENERGY OFFICES

Visit the USACE REEO webpage: https://go.usa.gov/xnxtb 

REEO-CENTRAL 
(816) 389-3448 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
DOD REC Region 7 

REEO-NORTHERN  
(410) 278-6991 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland
DOD REC Region 5 

REEO-SOUTHERN 
(404) 562-5146 
Atlanta, Georgia 
DOD REC Region 4 

REEO-WESTERN 
(303) 844-0956 
Denver, Colorado
DOD REC Region 8




