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1. Section 7009 of WRDA 07 directs the Secretary to establish the Louisian Water Resources 
Council to serve as the exclusive peer review panel for activities conducted b the Corps of 
Engineers in the areas in the State of Louisiana declared as major disaster ateas in accordance 
with section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As~istance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170) in response to Hurricane Katrina or Rita in accordance with Seqtion 2034. 

2. I understand that independent external peer review on those projects cov~red by Section 
7009 is currently underway and has been ongoing since work was first initiat~· d in those areas 
devastated by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita as described in the 18 April 2008, Program 
Management Plan (Pg MP) for that work. That work should continue to proce d as described in 
the PgMP, until the Louisiana Water Resources Council is established. As d'scribed in the 
Pg MP, the independent external peer review is being conducted for the projept by independent 
reviewers. Consequently, there should be no delays in accomplishing indep~ndent external 
peer review while the panel is being established. 

I 

3. In order to fully comply with Section 7009, I am asking that you develop a ~etailed plan to 
establish the Louisiana Water Resources Council as the exclusive panel for ipdependent 
external peer review of Louisiana projects as identified in the law, taking into ~ccount the full 
range of complicating factors, and report back to me no later than Septembe~ 1, 2008. In the 
development of this plan, you should lay out the institutional framework of th Council including, 
but not limited to, how the Council will be established, how it will be constitut d, how it will 
operate, how it will be funded, if the members are to be paid and how, as wel as to address any 
FACA implications. In addition, I ask that you provide a recommended chart1r for this panel. 

4. I look forward to your report and to working with you to insure that the Loulisiana projects are 
appropriately peer reviewed. 
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