
CENWS-OD-TS-DMMO 
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

5 April 2005 

SUBJECT: RECENCY DETERMINATION FOR DREDGED MATERIAL TESTED 
UNDER DMMP EVALUATION PROCEDURES FOR THE CURTIS WHARF 
DREDGING PROJECT, PORT OF ANACORTES WITH PROPOSED DISPOSAL AT 
THE ROSARIO STRAIT OPEN WATER DISPOSAL SITE. 

1. The Port of Anacortes proposes to dredge 45,000 cubic yards of material from Curtis 
Wharf on Guemes Channel in Anacortes Washington. The proposed dredged 
material underwent DMMP testing in April 1997. The results of this sediment 
characterization are documented in a suitability determination dated 19 May 1997. 
The initial volume for this project was estimated to be 32, 700. In 1999, the project 
underwent some revisions and the volume estimate was increased to 45,000 cubic 
yards. The agencies reviewed this proposed revision, and agreed that no additional 
testing for the increased volume was needed (memorandum dated 15 January 
1999). 

2. The proposed dredging site was ranked moderate. The recency period for moderate 
ranked projects is 5-7 years, making the recency expiration date for this project 14 
April 2002 to 14 April 2004. The Port of Anacortes requested, and received, a 
recency extension to 15 March 2005 (memorandum dated 2 November 2004). 
Additional time is needed to complete the permitting for this project, and the Port has 
requested a recency extension to 15 March 2006. 

3. This memorandum documents the consensus determination of the agencies that 
comprise the regional Dredged Material Management program regarding the recency 
extension for this project. These agencies are the Corps of Engineers, Department 
of Ecology, Department of Natural Resources and the Environmental Protection 
Agency). 

4. The agencies reviewed the data collected during the initial sampling. There were no 
exceedances of any screening levels. The surface DMMU was composed of 42.6 
percent gravel and 51.6 percent sand. The subsurface unit was compacted native 
clay. There is a lack of potential contamination sources in the area, and no oil spills 
have taken place in the vicinity. Recent sediment testing in the vicinity of Pier 1 (to 
the east of the project area) revealed no changed condition in that area. All 
sediment tested at Pier 1 was below screening levels. 

5. Based on the above information, the agencies agree to an extension of the recency 
date for the Curtis Wharf project to 15 March 2006. This recency extension does not 
constitute final agency approval of the project. A dredging plan for the project must 
be completed as part of the final project approval process. A final decision will be 
made after full consideration of agency input, and after an alternatives analysis is 
done u~~r Section 404 (b) f the Clean Water Act. 
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Stephanie Stirling 
Biologist 



CENWS-OD-TS-DMMO 
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

2 November 2004 

SUBJECT: RECENCY DETERMINATION FOR DREDGED MATERIAL 
TESTED UNDER DMMP EVALUATION PROCEDURES FOR THE CURTIS 
WHARF DREDGING PROJECT, PORT OF ANACORTES WITH PROPOSED 
DISPOSAL AT THE ROSARIO STRAIT OPEN WATER DISPOSAL SITE. 

1. The Port of Anacortes proposes to dredge 45,000 cubic yards of material 
from Curtis Wharf on Guemes Channel in Anacortes Washington. The 
proposed dredged material underwent DMMP testing in April 1997. The 
results of this sediment characterization are documented in a suitability 
determination dated 19 May 1997. The initial volume for this project was 
estimated to be 32,700. In 1999, the project underwent some revisions and 
the volume estimate was increased to 45,000 cubic yards. The agencies 
reviewed this proposed revision, and agreed that no additional testing for the 
increased volume was needed (memorandum dated 15 January 1999). 

2. The proposed dredging site was ranked moderate. The recency period for 
moderate ranked projects is 5-7 years, making the recency expiration date for 
this project 14 April 2002 to 14 April 2004. The Port of Anacortes has 
requested that the recency date be extended to 15 March 2005. 

3. This memorandum documents the consensus determination of the agencies 
that comprise the regional Dredged Material Management program regarding 
the recency extension for this project. These agencies are the Corps of 
Engineers, Department of Ecology, Department of Natural Resources and the 
Environmental Protection Agency). 

4. The agencies reviewed the data collected during the initial sampling. There 
were no exceedances of any screening levels. The surface DMMU was 
composed of 42.6 percent gravel and 51.6 percent sand. The subsurface unit 
was compacted native clay. There is a lack of potential contamination 
sources in the area, and no oil spills have taken place in the vicinity. Recent 
sediment testing in the vicinity of Pier 1 (to the east of the project area) 
revealed no changed condition in that area. All sediment tested at Pier 1 was 
below screening levels. 

5. Based on the above information, the agencies agree to an extension of the 
recency date for the Curtis Wharf project to 15 March 2005. This recency 
extension does not constitute final agency approval of the project. A dredging 
plan for the project must be completed as part of the final project approval 
process. A final decision will be made after full consideration of agency input, 
and after an alternatives analysis is done under Section 404 (b)(1) of the 
Clean Water Act. 
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