
 

 

   

  
 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

 

 

  

  

    

    

  

 

     

   

        

   

 

   

 

          

            

             

           

 

            

  

          

        

       

            

         

      

           

            

 

           

          

             

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

    

    

  

 

   

  

  

 

  

RICK SCOTT 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION CARLOS LOPEZ-CANTERA 

LT. GOVERNOR 
MARJORY STONEMAN DOUGLAS BUILDING 

3900 COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD 
JONATHAN P. STEVERSON 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-3000 
SECRETARY 

May 5, 2015 

Mr. Eric P. Summa 

Chief, Environmental Branch 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District 

701 San Marco Blvd. 

Jacksonville, FL 32207-0019 

Subject: Minor Modification – Permit Renewal 

Project: Picayune Strand Restoration Project 

Phase: Merritt, Faka Union, and Miller Canal Pump Stations and Road Removal 

File No.: 0288313-010 

Dear Mr. Summa, 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department/FDEP) received the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers (Corps) April 6, 2015 request to modify the expiration date for the Merritt, Faka Union, and Miller Canal 

Pump Stations and Road Removal Phases of the Picayune Strand Restoration Project (File No. 0288313-010). Per the 

request, the Corps is seeking to renew the existing permit for a period of five years. 

In addition to the request above, the Department would like to take this opportunity to make the following changes: 

 update the Project Components for the Faka Union and Miller Pump Stations to reflect the correct capacities 

as provided in the Project Operating Manual on file with the Department 

 update the Department contact information in Specific Condition No. 1 

 replace Specific Condition Nos. 17 and 18 with updated Specific Condition No. 17 NPDES Generic Permit 

for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction Activities and Generic Permit for Discharge 

of Ground Water from Dewatering Operations 

 update Specific Condition No. 19, revised to Specific Condition No. 18, Water Use Permits 

 update Specific Condition No. 30, revised to Specific Condition No. 29, Water Quality Monitoring 

The Department has reviewed the submitted information and hereby grants a five year extension and approves the 

following changes to the referenced permit. The issued permit shall be modified as follows utilizing strikethroughs 

for deletions and underlines for additions. Sections of the permit not shown below shall remain unchanged. 

COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN 

REGULATION ACT (CERPRA) PERMIT 

CONSTRUCTION AND INTERIM OPERATIONS AUTHORIZATION 

PERMITTEE: ATTENTION: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District Mr. Eric Summa 

701 San Marco Boulevard Chief, Environmental Branch 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 Planning Division 

www.dep.state.fl.us 

www.dep.state.fl.us


     

    

         

  

   

 

 

       

           

          

           

           

 

  

 

     

          

    

 

           

                 

             

                  

                 

              

         

 

    

            

    

 

            

              

                 

               

                 

              

            

 

 

 
 

               

          

         

         

 

        

      

       

         

             

     

 

 

       

       

            

           

Permittee: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Project: Picayune Strand Restoration Project 

Phase: Merritt, Faka Union, and Miller Canal Pump Stations and Road Removal 

File No: 0288313-010 

Page 2 of 8 

Permit Number: 0288313-008010 Date of Original 

Project: Picayune Strand Restoration Project Permit Issuance: March 20, 2009 

Phase: Merritt, Faka Union, and Miller Canal Renewal Date: June 14, 2010May 5, 2015 

Pump Stations and Road Removal Date of Major Modification: May 2, 2013 

County: Collier Expiration Date: June 14, 2015May 5, 2020 

PROJECT COMPONENTS: 

1. Merritt Canal Pump Station and Road Removal Project 

The Merritt Canal Pump Station and the associated road removal for the Picayune Strand, as identified in Figure 

1, consist of the following individual components: 

 Merritt Canal Pump Station (S-488) – this facility will pump water from the Merritt Canal into a spreader 

basin for release to the downstream restoration area. The S-488 pump station is comprised of two (2) 75 cfs 

electrical pumps and four (4) 220 cfs diesel pumps for a total capacity of 1,030 cfs; however, the maximum 

design flow for flood protection is 810880 cfs using the two (2) electrical pumps and three (3)four (4) high 

flow pumps (with one high flow pump serving as a back-up pump). Dry detention areas are provided for 

water quality treatment of run-off from the paved areas around the station. Upstream of the S-488 pump 

station is an inflow compliance monitoring point for the Picayune Strand Restoration Project. 

2. Faka Union Canal Pump Station and Road Removal Project 

The Faka Union Canal Pump Station and the associated road removal for the Picayune Strand, as identified in 

Figure 1, consist of the following individual components: 

 Faka Union Canal Pump Station (S-487) – this facility will pump water from the Faka Union Canal into a 

spreader basin for release into the downstream restoration area. The S-487 pump station is comprised of 

three (3) 100 cfs electrical pumps and six (6) five (5) 470 cfs diesel pumps for a total capacity of 3,120 2,650 

cfs; however, the maximum design flow for flood protection is 2,650 2,350 cfs using the three (3) electrical 

pumps and five (5) high flow pumps (with one high flow pump serving as a back-up pump). Dry detention 

areas are provided for water quality treatment of run-off from the paved areas around the station. Upstream 

of the S-487 pump station is an inflow compliance monitoring point for the Picayune Strand Restoration 

Project. 

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS: 

1. Addresses. Reports, plans and notices submitted to the Department in accordance with this permit, unless 

otherwise specified, shall be submitted to the Department’s Office of Ecosystem Projects (OEP), 3900 

Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 24, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-3000, telephone number (850) 245-31662228. 

Electronic copies of reports and notice required by this permit shall also be sent to RPPS_Comp@dep.state.fl.us. 

17. NPDES Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction Activities. The 

issuance of this Permit does not constitute coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Large and Small Construction Activities (CGP) 

pursuant to Rule 62-621.300(4)(a), F.A.C. Permittee is advised to contact the Department’s NPDES Stormwater 
Program at (850) 245-7522 or toll free at (866) 336-6312 or to download application information at 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/construction3.htm#permit prior to the commencement of any 

construction. 

18. NPDES General Permit for the Discharge of Produced Ground Water from any Non-Contaminated Site 

Activity. The issuance of this permit does not constitute coverage under the NPDES General Permit for the 

Discharge of Produced Ground Water from any Non-Contaminated Site Activity pursuant to Rule 62-621.300(2), 

F.A.C. or any other NPDES General Permit. If any offsite discharges will occur due to construction dewatering 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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Permittee: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Project: Picayune Strand Restoration Project 

Phase: Merritt, Faka Union, and Miller Canal Pump Stations and Road Removal 

File No: 0288313-010 

Page 3 of 8 

activities, then coverage under the aforementioned General Permit may be required and the permittee is advised 

to review Rule 62-621.300(2), F.A.C. Before discharge of produced ground water can occur, analytical tests on 

samples of the proposed discharge water shall be performed to determine if contamination exists. If the analytical 

results comply with applicable criteria for use of the General Permit, then a short summary of the proposed activity 

and copy of the analytical tests shall be sent to the addresses in Specific Condition No. 1 within one week after 

discharge begins, and the permittee may proceed with the project component while abiding by all conditions of 

the General Permit. 

17. NPDES Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction Activities and 

Generic Permit for Discharge of Ground Water from Dewatering Operations. The issuance of this Permit 

does not constitute coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Generic Permit 

for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction Activities (CGP) pursuant to Rule 62-

621.300(4)(a), F.A.C., or from the discharge of groundwater resulting from construction-related dewatering 

activities pursuant to Rule 62-621.300(2)(a), F.A.C., incorporated by reference in the CGP. If the project 

activities require either of these generic permits, the Permittee must adhere to all conditions within such permits. 

1918. Water Use Permits. For activities that require a water use permit from the State, such as, but not limited to, 

construction dewatering, industrial use of surface or ground water, and public water supply wells, the Corps will 

require that their contractor(s) submit the required application, fees and applicable site-specific information to the 

District for authorization in accordance with the requirements of ChapterRules 40E-2 and 40E-20, F.A.C., and as 

follows: 

A. Water Supply Wells. For activities that require temporary use of a water supply well during construction 

(e.g. construction trailers), the Corps will require that their contractor(s) obtain all required permits. If the 

water supply well will serve permanent facilities (e.g., pump station), the Corps will direct the contractor to 

also submit site-specific information to FDEP OEP. Prior to transfer of the facility to the local sponsor for 

permanent operations, it is the local sponsor’s responsibility to furnish to FDEP OEP a permit request and 

copies of the well permit for review and authorization by the Department under a separate action. 

B. Industrial Use of Surface or Ground Water. For activities that require industrial use of surface or ground 

water within or adjacent to the project (e.g. soil-cement mixtures or equipment wash down), the Corps will 

require that their contractor(s) obtain all required permits. For larger or more complex facilities, the Corps 

will require the contractor, upon submission to District, a copy of the application and site-specific information 

is also provided to FDEP OEP. 

C. Construction Dewatering. For activities that require removal of surface or ground water as part of 

construction, the Corps will require that their contractor(s) will obtain all required permits. If the contractor 

intends to commence dewatering activities under the conditions of the “No Notice” until a permit is issued, 
the contractor shall submit a notification to District and FDEP OEP accordingly. The Corps will require the 

contractor, upon submission to District, to also provide a copy of the application and site-specific information 

to FDEP OEP. In accordance with General Condition No. 2, the Corps shall also ensure that all proposed 

modifications to permitted activities proposed by their contractor(s) are submitted to District and FDEP OEP 

through the same process. All dewatering authorizations or modifications to existing authorizations that may 

be issued by the District for projects also permitted by FDEP OEP are subject to review for determination of 

consistency with Department rules and statutes prior to the issuance of authorization from the District. 

3029. Water Quality Monitoring. The permittee shall collect and analyze surface water quality monitoring data in 

accordance with the Interim Operations Water Quality Monitoring Plan (Document No. 15) using the parameters 

and frequencies identified in Table 1 of this permit and at the sites shown on Figure 1 of the Interim Operations 

Water Quality Monitoring Plan. Any modifications to this document shall be submitted to the Department for 

review and for determination as to whether a modification to the permit is required. 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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a. Quality Assurance and Quality Control. Sampling and monitoring data shall be collected, analyzed, reported 

and retained in accordance with Chapter 62-160, F.A.C. Any laboratory test required by this permit shall be 

performed by a laboratory that has been National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program 

(NELAP)-accredited (primary or secondary) with the Florida Department of Health (DOH) under Chapter 

64E-1, F.A.C., where such certification is required by Rule 62-160.300, F.A.C. The laboratory must be 

certified for all specific method/analyte combinations that are used to comply with this permit. The analytical 

method used shall be appropriate so as to determine if the sample complies with Class III surface water 

quality standards as specified in Chapter 62-302, F.A.C. All field activities including on-site tests and sample 

collection, whether performed by a laboratory or another organization, must follow all applicable procedures 

described in the most current version of DEP-SOP-001/01 (December 3, 2008). Alternate field procedures 

and laboratory methods may be used if they have been approved according to the requirements of Rules 62-

160.220, and 62-160.330, F.A.C. 

b. Method Detection Limits. The sample collection, analytical test methods, and method detection limits 

(MDLs) applicable to this permit shall be performed and reported in accordance with Rule 62-4.246, F.A.C. 

A list of Department established analytical methods, and corresponding MDLs and practical quantification 

limits (PQLs), which is titled “Florida Department of Environmental Protection Table as Required by Rule 

62-4.246(4) Testing Methods for Discharges to Surface Water” dated April 25, 2006, is available from the 
Department on request. The MDLs and PQLs as described in this list shall constitute the minimum acceptable 

MDL/PQL values, and the Department shall not accept results for which the laboratory’s MDLs or PQLs are 

greater than those described above unless alternate MDLs and/or PQLs have been specifically approved by 

the Department for this permit. More stringent MDLs and PQLs may be necessary for specific parameters. 

If required, these will be identified in the permit monitoring table (Table 1). 

NOTICE OF RIGHTS 

This action is final and effective on the date filed with the Clerk of the Department unless a petition for an 

administrative hearing is timely filed under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., before the deadline for filing a petition. 

On the filing of a timely and sufficient petition, this action will not be final and effective until further order of the 

Department. Because the administrative hearing process is designed to formulate final agency action, the hearing 

process may result in a modification of the agency action or even denial of the application. 

Petition for Administrative Hearing 

A person whose substantial interests are affected by the Department’s action may petition for an administrative 
proceeding (hearing) under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S. Pursuant to Rule 28-106.201, F.A.C., a petition for an 

administrative hearing must contain the following information: 

(a) The name and address of each agency affected and each agency’s file or identification number, if known; 
(b) The name, address, any e-mail address, any facsimile number, and telephone number of the petitioner, if the 

petitioner is not represented by an attorney or a qualified representative; the name, address, and telephone 

number of the petitioner’s representative, if any, which shall be the address for service purposes during the 
course of the proceeding; and an explanation of how the petitioner’s substantial interests will be affected by 
the agency determination; 

(c) A statement of when and how the petitioner received notice of the agency decision; 

(d) A statement of all disputed issues of material fact. If there are none, the petition must so indicate; 

(e) A concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged, including the specific facts the petitioner contends warrant 

reversal or modification of the agency’s proposed action; 
(f) A statement of the specific rules or statutes the petitioner contends require reversal or modification of the 

agency’s proposed action, including an explanation of how the alleged facts relate to the specific rules or 
statutes; and 

(g) A statement of the relief sought by the petitioner, stating precisely the action petitioner wishes the agency to 

take with respect to the agency’s proposed action. 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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The petition must be filed (received by the Clerk) in the Office of General Counsel of the Department at 3900 

Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000. Also, a copy of the petition shall be 

mailed to the applicant at the address indicated above at the time of filing. 

Time Period for Filing a Petition 

In accordance with Rule 62-110.106(3), F.A.C., petitions for an administrative hearing by the applicant must be filed 

within 21 days of receipt of this written notice. Petitions filed by any persons other than the applicant, and other than 

those entitled to written notice under Section 120.60(3), F.S., must be filed within 21 days of publication of the notice 

or within 21 days of receipt of the written notice, whichever occurs first. Under Section 120.60(3), F.S., however, 

any person who has asked the Department for notice of agency action may file a petition within 21 days of receipt of 

such notice, regardless of the date of publication. The failure to file a petition within the appropriate time period shall 

constitute a waiver of that person's right to request an administrative determination (hearing) under Sections 120.569 

and 120.57, F.S., or to intervene in this proceeding and participate as a party to it. Any subsequent intervention (in a 

proceeding initiated by another party) will be only at the discretion of the presiding officer upon the filing of a motion 

in compliance with Rule 28-106.205, F.A.C. 

Extension of Time 

Under Rule 62-110.106(4), F.A.C., a person whose substantial interests are affected by the Department’s action may 
also request an extension of time to file a petition for an administrative hearing. The Department may, for good cause 

shown, grant the request for an extension of time. Requests for extension of time must be filed with the Office of 

General Counsel of the Department at 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-

3000, before the applicable deadline for filing a petition for an administrative hearing. A timely request for extension 

of time shall toll the running of the time period for filing a petition until the request is acted upon. 

Mediation 

Mediation is not available in this proceeding. 

FLWAC Review 

The applicant, or any party within the meaning of Sections 373.114(1)(a) or 373.4275, F.S., may seek appellate review 

of this order before the Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission under Sections 373.114(1) or 373.4275, F.S., to 

determine if the order is consistent with the provisions and purposes of Chapter 373, F.S. Requests for review before 

the Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission must be filed in accordance with Section 373.114, F.S., and Chapter 

42-2, F.A.C., and served on the Department and on any person named in the order within 20 days after the order is 

filed with the Clerk of the Department. 

Judicial Review 

Once this decision becomes final, any party to this action has the right to seek judicial review pursuant to Section 

120.68, F.S., by filing a Notice of Appeal pursuant to Rules 9.110 and 9.190, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, 

with the Clerk of the Department in the Office of General Counsel, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, M.S. 35, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000; and by filing a copy of the Notice of Appeal accompanied by the applicable filing 

fees with the appropriate District Court of Appeal. The Notice of Appeal must be filed within 30 days from the date 

this action is filed with the Clerk of the Department. 

The Department will not publish notice of this determination. Publication of this notice by you is optional and is not 

required for you to proceed. However, in the event that an administrative hearing is held and the Department’s 
determination is reversed, proceeding with the proposed activity before the time period for requesting an 

administrative hearing has expired would mean that the activity was conducted without the required authorization. 

If you wish to limit the time within which all substantially affected persons may request an administrative hearing, 

you may elect to publish, at your own expense, the enclosed notice (Attachment 1) in the legal advertisement section 

of a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the activity is to take place. A single publication will suffice. 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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For the purposes of publication, a newspaper of general circulation means a newspaper meeting the requirements of 
Sections 50.011 and 50.031, F.S. In the event you do publish this notice, within seven days of publication, you must 
provide to the following address proof of publication issued by the newspaper as provided in Section 50.051 , F.S. If 
you provide direct written notice to any person( s) as noted above, you must provide to the following address a copy 
of the direct written notice. 

Attn: Natalie Barfield 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Office of Ecosystem Projects 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 24 
Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 

Please retain this letter for your files as it reflects final agency action barring any administrative hearings which rule 
otherwise. The activities may be inspected by authorized state personnel in the future to insure compliance with 
appropriate statutes and administrative codes. If the activities are not in compliance, you may be subject to penalties 
under Chapters 373, 403, 253, and 258, F.S., as applicable. 

This modification letter does not alter the Permittee's need to comply with the permit's general and specific conditions, 
except as stated herein. This letter must be attached to the original permit. 

If you have any questions regarding this permit modification, please contact Natalie Barfield at (850) 245-3197 or 
electronically at Natalie.Barfield@dep.state.fl.us. When referring to this permit, please use the file number indicated 
above. 

Executed in Tallahassee, Florida. 

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Edward C. Smith, Director 
Office of Ecosystem Projects 

ECS/jp/nb 

Attachment: 
Public Notice 

FILING AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

FILED, on this date, pursuant to Section 120.52, Florida Statutes, with the designated Department Clerk, receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged. 

~}~ l,s 
Date' 

11 11v11 ·.dep .state fl . us 
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Electronic Copies Furnished To: 

Eric Summa, USACE Deinna Nicholson, FDEP 

Gina Ralph, USACE Jordan Pugh, FDEP 

Tamela Kinsey, USACE Natalie Barfield, FDEP 

Alisa Zarbo, USACE Jennifer Carpenter, FDEP 

Beth Lewis, SFWMD Julie Neurohr, FDEP 

Nimmy Jeyakumar, SFWMD Jerilyn Ashworth, FDEP 

John Leslie, SFWMD Paul Julian, FDEP 

Luis Colon, SFWMD Kelli Edson, FDEP 

Janet Starnes, SFWMD RPPS_Comp@dep.state.fl.us 

Joss Nageon de Lestang, SFWMD Chad Kennedy, FDEP 

FWCConservationPlanningServices@myfwc.com Kristine Morris, FDEP 

fcmpmail@myfwc.com Tom Butler, FDEP 

Ernest Marks, FFWCC Lauren Engel, FDEP 

Marissa Krueger, FFWCC Dee Ann Miller, FDEP 

Ray Scott, FDACS Bill Rueckert, FDEP 

Rebecca Elliot, FDACS Brian Dougherty, FDEP 

Sean Allen, FDACS Charles Masella, FDEP 

Heather Ferrand, FDACS Kirby Wilson, FDEP 

DCPPermits@deo.myflorida.com Terrance Torvund, FDEP 

Ray Eubanks, FDEO Maulik Patel, FDEP 

Compliancepermits@dos.state.fl.us Chris Becker, FDEP 

Tom Henning, Collier County Commission Matt Klein, FDEP 

Kim Dryden, USFWS Valinda Subic, FDEP 

Edward Smith, FDEP Diane Martin, FDEP 

Frank Powell, FDEP Renee Rau, FDEP 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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Table 1. Water-Quality Monitoring During Interim Operations. 

PARAMETER UNITS 
SAMPLE 

TYPE 

SAMPLING 

FREQUENCY 

SAMPLING 

LOCATION 

Stage (water level) 
NGVD & 

NAVD 
CAL Monthly ALL 

Temperature °C IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Salinity (S) ppt IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Specific Conductance μmhos IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Color PCU IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Turbidity NTU G Monthly ALL 

pH SU IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) mg/l IN SITU Monthly ALL 

Alkalinity mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Ammonia (NH4) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Nitrate + Nitrite (NOX) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Ortho-Phosphate (PO4) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Total Phosphorus (TP) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Sulfate (SO4) mg/l G Monthly ALL 

Chlorophyll a (Phaeophytin 

corrected) 
μg/l G Monthly ALL 

Flow Cfs PR/CAL DAV 
MCC-1,FCC-1, and 

MiCC-1 

Direction of flow N/A IN SITU Monthly 
MCC-2,FCC-2, and 

MiCC-2 

www.dep.state.fl.us 
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