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South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

09/14/1940 

Establishment NAS BR 



Opl3C-jc 
US29 / A4-2 ( 400308) 
Serial No. 194313 

From: 
To: 

PUBLIC RELATIO~S orrrcg. 

NAVY DEP ARTiffi:!!T 

\Vashington 

September 14, 1940 

Subject: 

T'ne Secretary of the Navy. 
,..All-S-h-~d Stations. 

Esta~li~~ of u. s. Naval Air Station, 
\. ~ Banana ~i-;;;;J Fl orida. 

1. ~c~October 1, 19~-0 . the U. s. Naval Air Station 
Banana River, Florida is hereby establ ished. 

2. This station i~ situated on a tract of approximately 
1823 acres, on the strip of land batw:,en the Banana Rivar and the 
Atlantic Ocean. It lias in Latit~de za0 15 1 N., Longitude 80° 37 1 W., 
about 140 miles south of Jacksonville, Florida . 

Le17is Cor.ipton 
Acting 
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I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

03/11/1948 

Use of Lands Owned by Vernon Fry 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-l'-10 r1-,11h1. 

IN REPLY Nl- 13(B .R. ) 
R EFER 'rO (ATA-5) 

NAVAL AIR ADVANCED TRAINING COMMAND 

HEA DQUARTERS 

A0DRES8 
ClflO or .,..,,.._ 'Ill H'YAJICU 

, ... ..... . 

Seri al, 

Frau 
Toa 

Subj : 

Enol.8 1 

UNITED STATES NAVAL AIR STATION 

98fi 

CNAVanTra. 
BuDocks. 

JACKS ONVIL LE. FLORIDA 

11 4 

Naval ilr Station, Banana River, Flori da - Uee of Lands 
Owned by Mr . Vernon c. Fry. 

(A) Memoramlllll of Mr . Vernon C. Fry undated but delivered to 

( ) 
the CO, IW:i , Banana River, Fla, on 14 Febr ue.ry 1948. 

B Explanatory note prepared by !Jr. Gus c. Edwards referring 
to Encl. (A) nlld dated 16 February 1948. 

(C) Letter of Ur . J , S , Zimmel'ltAn (former PWO at NAS Banana 
River, Fla. ) to RADm. Davison, dtd 24 Fcbrlllll'y 1948. 

(D) Statement from Cdr, ii. C. Owena CD:: US!I foI'IIlBl' PWO at 
NA.S, Ba.nata River, Fla. ' ' • 

(E) Ltr, of Llr . Gus C, Ecbmrds to Lt. Cdr. J , s. Zilllnerman, 
Oct . 15, 1942. 

(F) Ltr. Mr. Gtts C, Edwards to Lt . Cdr. Hawld.ns, lflll, tU.S, 
Banana River, Fla. S Nov. 1947. 

(G) Ltr. CO, NAS, Banana River, t o CUAVe.nTra, Serial 00158, 
16 Feb. 1948. 

l . During the initial phases of the construction of the Ila.val .Air Stntion 
Banana River, it appears that a portion of a tract of land of appr oximite-' 
ly twenty acres extent, to the south of tho station ,ias used tor dumping 
purposes. This land is part of Section 2.3 , Township 26 South, Range .37E, 

•Brevard County, norida. The situation, described in this correspondeooe, 
came to the attenti on of this Headquarters during the inactivation period 
when restoration measures were undertaken. 

2. Enclosure (C) i ndicates that the area was used for dmping pm-poses 
when Mr. ZimmermAn (then Lt. Comdr. CEC , llSlfl) reported for duty at the 
station. As Lir. Zimmerman states, he discovered that there were no nego
tiations, as such, for the use of the land and he, in turn, called upon 
lir. Gus c. Edwards, Real Estate Agent of Cocoe, noridll, for au.ch pel'lllis• 
s:l.on. Enclosure (E) , resulted frcm this action. It is to be noted that 
Mr. Edwa.rds stated, in Enclosure (E), that confirmation from the owner of 
permission to use the land ,1ould be sought. There is no record or corre• 
spondence of this nature having been received at the station. It is 
assumed that the ver bal. authority to use the land was considered suffi
cient by the station camne.nd. This view is reinforced by the testimon;r 
of /Jr. Zi.mlilerman (Encl. C) that the agent , Mr. EdJla.rds, was apprised of 
the fact that the llavy was using the land and agreed to a method of main
tenance of the dump and for restoration . Furthermore, the agent was of 



Nl-l3(B,R,) 
(ATA- 5) 

Serial: :J 8 fi 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-l~o G•'lh1. 

l!M 
Subj: Naval Air Station, Benenn River, Florida - Use of Landa 

Owned by Ur, Vernon C, Fry, 

------- -------- --- --- ---- --- -----
the opinion that these burning and filling operations would enhance the 
value of the property because the elevation of the land would be raised, 

J, It is to be pal'ticule.rly noted that Mr. Edwards remained silent over 
a period of se~ years concerning the actual use to which the property 
was put; the manner in which dumping operations were actually carried out; 
and the matter of rental or oompenoation, His verbal permission 11lls given 
Without request for rf'IJDuneretion. In Enclos1tre {B), Mr. Ed'l'flU'ds admits 
that the question of compensation was not rais9d, 

4. Following the authority to inactivate the station, work was begun by 
the Nl.S, Banana River, to clean up and restore the area. This cleaning-
up process consisted of burnillg and burying all rubble, trash, etc, to a 
depth of 8 - 10 feet and covering it with 6 :feet of soil, The surface was 
restored to a comparative level by bulldozing the eight acres more or lesa, 
Mr , Gus Edwards was notified that steps would be taken to restore the pro
perty and thet his approval upon aanpl etion was desired, On 5 February 
1948, the oviner, Mr. Fry and his agent, Mr, Edwards made an inspection of 
the completed restoration with the station Pl70. Both the owner and the 
agent indicated they were well satisfied l'iith the r estoration measurea. 
The owner, however, indicated that he desired compensation for u.&e of the 
property by the Navy. 

5. In Enclosures {A) and (B), there is considerable discussion of the 
restoration measures. Mr . Zimmerman' s letter outlines the restoration 
measures agreed upon in 1942, and further, sets forth his opinion that the 
restoration actually per:formed was considerably greater then that agreed 
upon. lh'. Fry asserts (Enclosure A) that a very complex problem is involved 
in the restoration process. This is an exaggeration. Llr . Edwards agreed 
in EncloSl.ll'e (F) that considerable material bad been hauled from the dUii!p. 
An affort was made to remove scrap metal from the dump for sale with other 
scrap metal generated by the st:!.tion irltlctivatlon. The dump a.r.,a was \Jurmd 
over marzy times reducing the scrap lumber, and other combustible material to 
ashes The letter of Llr. Fry (Enclosure A) appears to be an effort to es
tabli:m circumstances as a basis for a claim. It is reiterated that both 
the 011Jl8r and l4r. Edwards agreed on 5 February 1948 that the rest~ation 
vr'd.S satisfactory. It is further to be noted that tbe estimate of ~15, 000 -
~20, 000 for restoration is me.de after the earth cover was pl;loed over the 
area. (Enclosure A). 

- 2 -



Nl- lJ(B.R.) 
(ATA-5) 

Seriali J 8 fi 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority IJ,-;o r,-, 'l'h?. 

11 M.ll ' 19~8 
Subja Naval Air Station, Banana River, Florida - Use of Lallds 

Owned by Llr. Vernon C , Fey, 

------------------------------
6. ~nclosure (D) is a statement of the PiiO at the NAS, Banana River, 
Flo:ida, when inactivation '1188 ordered. Attention is invited to the oon-

1 ditional consent to use the property (Enclosure E) and the feet that dump
illg ~ctual.J.y carried out ,,as broader in scope than that indicated in the 
pe:llll.ssion given originally, It is considered significant however that 
this fact was realized and as indicated in paragraph 3 of Cdr, O.Ve~ ' state
ment, plans ivere made to correct this situation as e matter of restoration. 
These ins~uotions were ~ssed on to Lieut. De.vis, the relieving 1'170. Mr. 
Edwards, in Enclosure (FJ, admits that this 11junk11 was being removed in this 
clean-up, The convorsation of the agent with Odr. Owens, ebstracted in his 
statement,_ indicated tbat the restorative measures were considered adequate. 
As stated in Enclosure (G), at the conclusion of these measures both the 
owner and aeent inspected the property on 5 February 1948 and expressed the 
opinion that the restoration was satisfactory. 

7, It is the opinion of tbiii Headquarters that Case lfo, 64 Fort Pierce Civil 
mentioned by owner and agent, has no bearing on the situation under discus
sion. ktJy adjudication of the land use at Banana River would, of necessity, 
depend on the conditions prevailing there and not at Fort Pierce, Florida, 
The land, in question, was ,iild and unimproved, It is considered that !.ir. 
Edwards' opinion expreosed in 1942, i . e, that the dumping operations \foul.a 
enhance the value of the land, is more representative of the actual situo.
tion than the confusing and confused opinions novr set forth by tho owner and 
agent in the enclosures. 

8 . Verbal authority granted by Mr. bdwards muy be considered E.s c. li~nse 
to use the land. It is considered significant tbat no statement app83rs in "\ 
any of the correspondence which controverts the fact that uss was authorized. \ 

9
0 

Since request is made for compensation, and for a period of years, I~. 
Fry has no r eootu-se except by claim against the government. Funds for rental 
payments are derived fr0111 appropriations current at time of use. Appropria
tions applicable to the years involved, bave lapsed for the most pert. There
fore it does not appear that funds could be made available for 1·ental, even 
if the same were now considered necessary, Enclosure (A), furthermore does 
not specifically make o. request for rental per se, but r~ther for ':° ':°°ual 
amount to constitute a restoration claim, or a total of ~11►00• This is con-

iderably leas than the est:i.m!l.ted amount given in the owner' s memorandum 
~dioating that the extent of the alleged damage is not entirely clear or 
firm in the mind of the claimant but is b::ised on a judgment obtained at 
another location 11hich hes come to his attention. 

- 3 -



Wl- l.J(B ,R. ) 
(ATA- 5) 

Serial: C1 fl~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-lrvo <1--, 'I t)1. 

11 MA~ 19~ 

Subj: Naval Air Station, Banana River, Florida - Use of Lands 
Owmid by i:r . Vernon C. Fry. 

---- ----------- ----------------------
10. It is the opinion o~ this HeadqWlrters th·t th9 mea9Ul'e of damage, 
bey1;1nd normvl wear and tear, is the diminishnent of value arising from use 
of the land from date of entry until the use ceased. An exception to this 
formula would be an award of drunage for n lo3sor sum if the restol'fltion 
cnuld be made for less than ths impe.irl:lent in value. It is apparent frca 
all the enclosures to this letter that substantive restoration has been 
made. As a matter of record, the restoration actually nocr:,mpliehed is 
greater than that agreed upon, and in all probability has increased the 
value of the land over and abov~ its natural, "1.ld state. In view o~ these 
fects, and the f'urther fact that unauthori7.ed use is not involved, this 
Headquarters cannot recommend the claim. It is ap~rent from the Enclo
sures that consistent diligent efforts were made to restore the property 
to the satisfaction of the 01'11ler , 

11. It is requested that BuDocks advise what instruct.ions should be given 
to lolr. Fry, In the event that Bullocks desires to correspond with Ur. Fry, 
his permanent address is: 

cc : Com7 
BuAer 

!.Ir, Vernon C. Fry 
1208 Guaranty Trust Building 
Detroit, t'ichigan 

-W,l'lf DA VT<;OH 

- 4 -



10.•]J(B.R.) 
(ATA•5) 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-l~D 1..., '1!71. 

11 
Serial, 

Sub~• 

~ 11'1 
Daft! ilr Station, B&DE~ Rlftr, nor1da • u .. or Lana. 
Owned by Ur. Vernon O. PrT. 

------------------------------------
1.0. It 1a the opinim of thhl H•clquanen tbat the -IN1'9 of dlap, 
be;roxd noral wear and tear, la tho d1a1niabmeD\ of wlua aria1zlc f'l"ca UN 
of tha laDd f'l"ca date of entry until the UN c .. ed. An cxcopt1on to th1a 
formula would be an a-.rd of ~o for a leaser ll\l!l 1t tha reatcntiaa 
could be mde for leaa than tbs 1111•1rment in val,-. It 1• apparelR f'l"aa 
all the enoloaUNa to thia letter that aubstant1-Ye reatoratim hU been 
-.do. Ae a •tter of record, the i:wrrtoration no~ aoocap.1.iahecl 1a 
greater than that •sreecl upon, am in all probablliV baa increued the 
w.lue of tha land OTar and above it.a mtural, 1111d at.ate. In \tiew of theN 
bota, a.nd the further tut that W:llluthorlsed use 111 not invol'fed, thia 
Headquarter• e&1111ot reomaell4 tha c,lda. It 1a apparent f'l"om the Enolo
erure• that consistent d.1ll8ent eff,lrta wero 111!.lde to restore the propar-\7 
to the Ntia!'aotion of the 01111111l'o 

11. It ia requeated that BuDooka!. ad'fi.N llbat lnatruotiana should be gi-Yen 
to Dr. Fr7• In the nent that Bu.u,ocka deairea to corre11pclld witb Jlr. FrT, 
hie pe~nt addr••• 111 

COi Cm7 
Duur 

fir . Vernon C. 'Fr7 
1200 GuarenX,_~ Bull~ 
Detroit, Jlio. 

- 4-



m.{ ... 13(8.R. ) 
A'U.-5) 

Seri&lt : B ti 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority IJ'-10 ri..,'1!71. 

1 1 
l . 

Sub3a le.'Yal Air Station, Ilanam u.,.r, Florida - Uae ot Lude 
Owned by llr. Vernon O. h7. 

--------------~-------- --------------
6. Enoloaure (J>) 1• • nat-.ilrt. ot tbe NO at the HAS Danana Riwr 
Fl0l'1da, llhen inact.tw.tion •• orderocl. .Attentioa 11 bl'fitecl to t1-' ooa
ditioml ocmaent to use the pro~ (E.ncloaure B) and the faot thd dlmp
hll aot~ carried out waa broadar in aoope tball that indieaW 111 \bt 
pera1Nion given originall7. It ia oonaiderecl 11gnitioant, howe-,e, tat 
thia fact-. realised and aa indioated 111 parear-Jii .3 ot Och-. o..nar ,ta~ 
ment, plana were 11111.de to oorNct this situation .. a •tter ot reato:ration. 
Th ... instruot1QZl9 were ti-•"4 on to Liwt. Dana, the relierlJII PWO. Mr. 
Edward9, 1a li:nololUN (F}, adait1 that tb1a 11JWlk11 •• beiJI& r•oftd 1Ji t.h18 
cl.an-up. The converaation ot the agent 111th Odr. Owena, abatracted 1Ji h1a 
atataent, ad.1.oatad that the reator&tin lll.08Urlla '1191'9 cone1.dered adequat.e. 
Aa atated in Encloa\l1'e (o), at the ocmolwd.OJl of tho•• ■ouurea both the 
owt1er am agent iru,peowd the properl7 OD 5 Februar,- 1948 Ind ea:preeaecl the 
opinion that the roatoie.tion •• eatimot017. 

7. It 1a the opinion ot tbia Headquarters that Caee Jfo. 64 Fort Pieroe Cirll. 
mentioned b)' owner and agent, ha• no bear111g on the eituatiOD under diaoua• 
sion. An, adjudication of th<I land uae at Banana Rivar vould, ot necessity, 
depend on the canditicmll prevailiJII there and not at Fort Pierce, Florida. 
The land, ill question, _. lli.14 and umapraftd. It ill COJ111ideNcl that l:r. 
Edftl"da1 opinion expresaed in l942J i . • • that the du■p~ operationa woul4 
enhance the value of the landJ 1• acre repreaentatiT• ot tb9 aotual litua• 
tian than the eontu.sus and confused opinions now -t .fartJl 't,,, the owner and 
agent 1n the enclosure,. 

8. Verbal authorlty granted b)' ar. !»-.rd1 lilly be oon:tidered •• a lloenae 
to v:111 the land. It 1• considered aignifioant that no etatl!llldt appear• 1a 
A!f1 of the correapozadence wh1oh contro'Vert.11 the faot that UN •• authorised. 

9. Sino• requ .. t 1a made tor ccapanaation, end for a period ot 1-.r•, Mr. 
Fr;y ba• no recourN except b7 cla1II agaiut the gaYermem. Funde ror rental. 
pa.Jll&Dt• are derlYed trca appropriations current at tille ot UN. Approprill• 
tiou applicablM to the 7eu, in'Volved, ho.vo lapsed tor the moat pa:r1;. There
fore it doH not appEl&l' that tnnd8 could be made a"flU.lable tor retal, • .,.. 
it the aaae were now cOAeiclered neo..,u;r. EnclollllN (A), furtben:iore does 
not ,peoi.tioall.7 make a nqu .. t tor rental per •• but r&tbel' tar an annual 
am01mt to oonatituta a reetoration olaia, or a total of '140(). Thia 1a con• 
aiderab4 leaa than the ent.ted araount gi'Ven in the O'frl81'

1
• 11taaranda 

!Ddi•tilll thllt the extent of th• alleged damage 1a not entirely cleaJ' or 
fin in the mnd of the olaiMnt but 1• bued on a judpent obtained at 
another 1ocat1ca uioh ha• c0a11 to hi• attention. 



Hl•lJ(B.B. ) 
(ATA-5) 

Serials · ,,. 98t1 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJ~o G'"1'1"!7l 

11 MAI< 19ls 
Subj a 

llaval. Air St, tion, BfUl&M River, nortda - Use ot LaDda 
Owned by Ir. Vflrnon c. Fr7. 

-------------------------------------
the oPinioia that these burning and fi~ operatiana would enhance tm 
'Alue of the propert7 beca\llle the elevation of t.he land would be rauec1. 

!• It is to lie part1oulerl7 noted thnt lb-. Ethillrda reaained all.ent 011er 
period of eeven ;rears ooncernillg the actual uae to wbioh the FOJl81'W 

.,.. p,it• t.ha manner 1n vrhich dUII~ Opt"l' tiona were actually carried outJ 
and thti matter of rental. or oompenaat1on. Ilia verbal pel'llieaiClll .. ghen 
without NqUe■t ror remuneration. In Enclosure (B), I.Ir. ~ adiu.ta 
that the quoatiOll of ccapeJ1Ation •• not re.teed. 

4° l'ollowillg the authority to inactivate the e\ation, wat"k •• begua 117 
the l'UIS, Danana R1-.r, to clean up t\2ld restore the area. Thia cleaning• 
up prooaaa cowdated of b1ll'!UJIB llrld burJitig all rubble, tr,ulh, etc. to a 
depth of 8 - 10 f•t and covering it with 6 feet or aoU. The 81.11'taoe •• 
reetared to a CIBpGl'llti'We lnel b7 bulldosing tbe eight aore1 aore or leea. 
Dr• Gus Edwarde •• notified that atepa woul.d be taken to reetON tile Jl'O
peJ'V and that bia approVlll upon eOlllplat1011 •e doe1re4. On S Februaq 
1948, the Ol:ll&r, Kr. F't7 and bia flG&m, l!r. Echl&rdl made an inapeot1011 ot 
the ccapleted restoration with the atatioa PWO. Both the owmr and tbe 
agent indioated the7 were ,..u eatiatiacl with the reatoration MUUl'ee. 
Tba owner, howwr, Uld1oated tbAt h~ deeired 00111pimaation for u .. ot the 
µ-operty b7 the la'f7. 

5. In Bnol.oaures (J.) &1ld (B), the,:-,, ia considerable diaouaaion ot the 
raatora.t lon INllllure•• .zr. Z1-n' • letter outliile• the reatoreticm 
maaurea agreed upon in 1942, end further, aeta torth bu op1nion that tb8 
r .. toratioa •otual.J;r per:lol'lted na eo.n.eiderab~ greater than that agree4 
upon. Kr. Ff7 uaert.a (t:acloaure A) that• veq ccaplex probl• 1e involnd 
h the reatoration prooe:,a. Thia 1a an uaggereticm. l!r. I;Cffl!U'dl agreed 
1a Enclosure (F) that considerable •terial had been bs.uled fr<II the duap. 
J.n ettort .... de to;, rmove aorap metal boom the dump for aal• n:tla other 
aeftp metal gcmerat-ed b:, the st.,ticm ixaoti'Wfl.ti<m. The dullp ar• •• bU1'MCl 
over 9JV' t1111ea NduoiJlg t.he scrap lumber, and other canbwrtibla •torlal to 
aahe•• '1'ba letter ot Ur. Fl'y (Enol<>II\IN J.) appear• to be an effort to H• 
tablub oircUllatancH aa a basis for a olaill. It 1a reiterated that both 
the O'IIDlr om llr. Edarda agreed O.G 5 F•brua.17 1948 that the reataratioa 
wae aatiafaot017. It ill f'urthor to be noted that the eatillate of $15,000 -

20, 000 for rcNJtoratica 1a made attar the earth oO"fer •• pl.llced oftl' the 
area. (Encloaure A). 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-!IJO 1,'1!"71. 

~~ .. ~!p~;'l•l3(B .a.) 
Aa~lA;5) 

NAVAL AIR ADVANCED TRAINING COMMAND 

HEADQUARTERS 

c:•ocr 11, .,,VAL ••• ,..,,,..C:IO 
tu.1111 •• 

h-<nt 
Toa 

Subj1 

Enola, 

UNITED STATES NAVAL AIR STATION 
JACKSONVILLE. FLORIDA t, 

980 l 1 llAh' 1!Ma 

Ua-.al Air utaticm, Buiana Ri'Yer, Florida • tJ1e of I.atJa 
~ b7 llt-. Vernon o. F'r7. 

(A) OJ'Wldua ot Ill-. Vernon o. h7 undated but deli•ered to 

{ ) 
the co, lilB, BamM River, l'la. on 14 Febl'U!lr7 19"8. 

D ExJ,lamtor,-( )note prepared by r . r.u, c. 1 dwllrdl retarring 
to Bnal. A Dad dated 16 Februo.rJ" 1948. 

(C) Letter ot Ur. J . 6 . ~ (fOJ'MJ' l'WO at as, 11.-n& 
River, Fl.a. ) tc; BADa. Diniaon, dtd 24 FebruarJ 191.S. 

(D) Statfllll8nt fl'm Cdr. • c. o.ru., cm, 11111, lamtttr PWO d 
JWJ, Ba.mm River, Jt'la. 

(B) Ltr. of J;;r . Gus C. tdarda to Lt. Cd!'. J . B. ZU!!!arau, 
uot. 15, 1942. 

(1') Ltr. llr . Gu• c. Edw.rdl to IA. Cdr. Hllwldlu,, unr, aa, 
BanllDll Ri,rer, Fla. 8 l'Jo•• 1947. 

(G) Lti-. 00, RAS, Banana River, to CVAVe.nl'ra, Serial 00158, 
16 Feb. 19"8. 

1. During the imtial. pb ... • of tba oonatruction of the Jh'ftl Air Station, 
BaOIID& Rinr, it appear• '1»1.t a portion of a tffot ot lam of appro:diaate-
11' tmtnv acre• extent, to the eouth of the 1tation -· uNd tar «mapuig purpoa... Thu ltind 1s po.rt of Section 2.3, Townahip 26 South, ~ .3'7E, 
Bi-e'f!Sl'd Comit7, norida. '1'llll aitnation, de90r.1l:18d .in th11 correspcademe, 
.._ to tha attention of thill JleadqUArten duriJlc tbl .lnaot1•t1an periocl 
ahan rutorat.icm --..urea wre undertun.. 

2. holoeun (C) 1Ddiates tb:i.t the era •• UH4 far d\llll¢.rli purpoeea 
aben . • Zillllermaa (thea Lt. Omar. CEO, 1lSllt) report.a tor dut)' at tlw 
mtiaa. J.sJ ~ . Zimerlan atatea, he diaco•ered that there wc:re 110 Jaet!O
t1atioma1 aa 11\1.cb, for the use of the land a.nd be, 1D turn, clllled upon 
Kr. Qua c. Ed'llarda, Ree.l Eatate Agent of Cocoa, 1'1.orida, tor 11\lCh peraia• 
don. Encloaure {s), reirult..d t:raa thia aoticn. It ii to be noted thd 
Ir. Edwrd8 111.atad, in Encloaure (i), toot Conf'i~tiOD fl'om the 011110l" ot 
J)C'9iaaion to wie the lend would be aouctit. There ia no reoo'!'d of corre• 
•pondfff!OA of tbia Mture b11:v:l21g bMJ1 l'e091'Yed at the ataticn. It 1• 
ae.umd tbr,.t the nrbal authorit)' to we the land_. oonaidered auffi
eiant 117 the atatioa cOllllll%ml. Thia riew 11 reiDfcrGed b7 the tostiaon:, 
ot Jfr. ZillalermD (Bnol. 0) thnt the •~, Jlr. Ed1!ard1, ... appriaed of 
t,b9 ~t. that the YT,,.., um.n._~ th J nd "'nd •gr•d to a -tbOQ ot Min
tenanee ot 1J1e dmp en4 tar ro1tON1tillll. ~, tho •«ent •• of 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority i,Jivo C,•'ISt"l. 

VERtiClf C. FRY 
1208 Guaranty Trust Bldg. 

Detroit 

Oonsent to use ot part t•f Sec 23 .,..,_ 
Florida. Given by Gus c. Edwards •o ' • " !'• 26 s . • Range 37 l!:., Freve.rd County, 
Fry, Detroit U:l.chiean to O 3 Be. ocoa, Fla . , as representative ot Vernon c . 
property Lei~g returned at e;d ~f Il8l1a : ver Naval Air .Buse. Conditional. upon 
taken. (See explanatory note attac::) ~e od in awne condition as whan first 

As the latter part r thi Oulty I o s proposition can be arrived at without diffi 
at Fo;t P~~:m::;:fn t~:eyus:w:d f~l !hows : thi~ is based upon a Federal Jur;s a,iard 
the i 8 e owner -.,10.00 per acre t>er year and in 
year~ae:n~ni outeshtion there has been actually used 20 acres for-a period ot? 

, ......._ ng e use or rental i140o.oo. 

1
As to restoring the property to its original condition every unusue.l and 

canp ex proposition is 1nvolvad, prooenting e probllilll. not e~sUy solved, 

On the surface it would appear that nothing should be complained about for 
as I rode over the ground I sa,1 nothing to object to, 1:iut on inquiring about the 
Jteaning of what appeared es back tilling o:r excevatinv work, I learned that greet 
lon,;; trenches 15 feet deep had been dug over an estimated 20 acres, and that 
these had been :t'illed with all kinds ot materiel, wrecked planes , motors, :t'lyi.og 
jackets , lime , cement , tin cs.ns e.nd every lcind of rubbish ezoept lumber, which had 
been disposed of by fire (this being the first purpose for which tbs property had 
been obtained.) 

lfow coming to the matter of restoring the property to its original condition, 
a very complicated question presents itself; bow shall this be done? Will au 
these trenches be uncovered and all the buried material removed to some other 
place: What 'l'IOuld that cost? I do not know. I can only guess possibly 
$15, 000. 00 or ~20, 000. 00 possibly more, only an expert could tell. 

Someone lllig)lt say it is not necessary to go th.rough with suoh an underteldllg. 
Possibly not. Yet men all the conditions that are involved are given due can
sideretion 1 t might become necessary to do that very thing. Let us look et the 
problem as it stands . The Banana River Air Bese is up :ror disposal , subject to 
a recapture clause in the lease or sale, Will anyone be interested in acquiring 
this property and investing any o:r their own capital in it under these conditions? 
I em sure not , Only such of the Base as can be used as it stands with possible 
small .minor cbanges . But some proposition may come along wherein a permanent 
investment on adjoining land coupled with the air base would be disclosed that 
this buried material should have to be re.lllOved ; or :ror a foundation the ground 
would be found to be unsettled. The result can easily be surmised. I have only 
presented these conditions to show how dirficult it is for lll8 to present a figure 
which would be only just and :rair to all concerned, 

After you have discUBsed this matter with those who will reoanmend a settle
ment I can meet you and poai,ibly dispose of the matter wi tbout undue loss or ti.Ille. 

Respectfully sub.m1tt ed, 

/s/ Vernon c. Fry 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJt.>o lj--i 'l>I<-

Cocoa, Florida 
Febl'\19.ry 16 , 1948 

I have signed the toregoing statement by la-. Fry and amend bis statell1811t 

as follows: 

By striking out the last sentence of Pal'flgraph l s.nd adding that there was 

absolutely nothing said in any way about compensBtion. Tile war ,rae on in full 

blast and all of us were eager to cooperate in the war effort . ,t'hen I inquired 

ot the Naval Officers who C8J!l8 to eee me as to what use the J'avy would put the 

land, I was informed that the Navy wanted to have a place where 1 t could destroy 

by fire crating mater1a1, form lumber and other combustibles . I i nquired spe

cifically whether there would be anything left in the way or metals , crushed 

stone , or other such material and if the land would be left at the termination 

of its use in the same condition it v,as when received except that it would, of 

course , be clear of growth. 

On the question of compensation tor the use of the l and, it might be well 

tor the Navy to conault the Judgment rendered in Case i,o. 64 Fo:itPierce Cirtl , 

being a case of the United States of Jimerica vs certain lands at Jensen :Beach 

and elsewhere on the Beach in St. Lucie and l.'.artin Counties. For wild lands 

in t h1s area, the Federal Court swarded ~10 per acre per year tor the use of 

the lBlldS . The most unimproved lands affected by that Judgment were of the same 

the lands here in question, DAmely; \~ild unimproved beach lands . general type as 

It would, therefore, seem reasonable tor the Govern:nent to allow in this case at 

t or the time the same was used by the Government . lease ~10 per acre per annum 

/ s/ Gus c. Edwards 

GUS C. EIX'IAROO 

1«,u., ( /j) 



"" fl'GI\. y ,\DDflllN 

- I •• ~GIP'c:otitMllltQ. 
CMl."-uncaAoooallTIIA .... 
638 Stato Street 
Madi,on S, lfi1con1in 

DECLASSIFIED 7 
Authority µ~D ~'"7'1!71tJ 

DEPARTMENT OF COP..MERC:E 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISntATION 

February 24, 19481 

~oar Admiral Ralph Davi.eon USN 
Ya-:al .\:r A.dnnoed Training Clllm!IAnd 
'it!adquari.ra 
'hi tod States NaTnl Air station 
Jacksonvillo , Florida 

Dear Admiral Davi,on, 

~~~•tter of February 20, 1n4a , conoern1 the lll&tter r u10 of certain aor oa~o 
1outb ct the Naftl Air Station, j&M..'\a !"t.ver , F ri-la, ror du:,q>iJlt pur

po1e■ and to; dutroying eorap lumber, concr ete, etc . ·· 'U' l etter .r·.a-ther 
0t

• ~• that 'lhis \IH -• n1,dently ple.n."led f or l'lh ' le you ,,.,re t 8 Public l'lor la 
Officer of the 1ta.tion, i.e., in tho latter r art ~ ~~e y~ar .~42 ." 

I reported for duty•• Public Work• Officer in Se? tr.tt er l .~ round that 
the Naftl Air Station wa, u1ing th, area 1.n q~eati on 1 :: i!.impir· ~•1~oaas. On 
cheolr:1.zi& the record■ and wtth peraomwl who ,...,ro fa-Jlia r •h • ut.i.s.~on, 
I found that the llavy had not negotiated with ,ntanr .. ..-.icr .- t..,n a~cmt 
f or the use of the land. I , therefore , called .n t.,o , -,:it , • ~. ,:.1 .:: . t: , r,:1,, 
Real Eetate A&ant of Cocoa , Florida, t or such -or:"-OI i: , " r . ...::r.arc, iv1d aold 
ei ther all or a great part of the Station pro:port-· •. ~.o ·,,.,., . !:" wae ver/ 
much interested in the further dcn-elopmont of ;.·10 ·~7'11 1 r t on "lt Janana _ 

r Rivor. He_, llleo owner or o.gent or additio:nal r rJ. --r t 1111 i n t he ana whioh 
he -• de1irou. of Hlling to the Navy if tho:ir r eG·Ji r e1 t he pr o,,e rt-1, 1\hen 
Hr, !dwvda na called into m:y of1'1oe, ho sta·tod t'lat i. f t • 'lVY oloane '1 -9 
'the pTGliaea and would not make a fire hazard t ia t i;;; 't h opi!tlon it would be 
perfectly alright tor t ho na.,,. to continua to _,.,. 1ha pr opor t:, aa 1 t had been 
doing. I believe it you will oheok the f iles , y~ 1 ,:'. ::. : t'1r. a l."r.or cidum re
prdin& Mr, Edward'• vidt. 

To the beat of a::, racollaotion, practically I.JIil'\ -iatel.; t.hft 1-,tt,.r or October 15 , 
1942, fron Mr, Edward• to ma ,..,, recoi vad. r 't .;11,a 11:;reed t .at th• ::ny would 

~ continue to put an e&l"'th oo"nr o,,..r tho arfta IU i t w1u burned orr. A hulldoaer 
waa a11igned to the d1m1p whose du-ti es i t wns 'to di ~ deep furrow,, r uah tho -
ini'lamabla material in the furrows and put an allrth oover over it, Of collJ'H, 
tho elimination of a fire hazard mu of pnranl)unt importi.noo t o tho Nafll Air 
Station, and thil wa, kept under oocrl ete oo"l.l~r ol . In : act, no firu were lit 
that could not be put out before dark. 11r. Edwar ' ' • lett" r n. O,,tobar 16, 1942, 
l!llllcel 110 111ention of any .furtnor r oeti tut.ion, 111 t or -:on,,t.ary ?r othenriH. I\ 
waa 11r. Bdftrd'• opinion at t'le tir.10 tml t b:,• i!Ul:l!'l-:"\.- in t .:1s a.roe. , ~ "!Ould in-llil' th• ..iu, of "'' p,opo,ty ln th,. , t """' ,., ., , " • ' •-tioo ot "'' 

he/..~ 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJfJO G, ~h1. 

Ltr. to !lonr . . r'll 
lpb 111 • 10n " 'l'' -2-

In ;,"our lottur c!' iobr •-r·· , 1 , ~ 
' .. • ·.::u ........ ,1 ... f!f'}',.u, ..... , 

q•Jo.r to1•= -· •m,lorct!\11-iin_:. ,,, u • , r t o "lr • 
partioulo.r o:,rhasia .,n t>t ' :1..,,. .~ 1 • • 

(o.) Tho 1aV r r ,-tu.,_l 
rorx:,. , froia <J,r.1or or n~o'lt , 

A 

.,. e. 

?-: ";Te.r ◄ a 

l,.!:lsu ~ 

t I ?o,-, ,rl 

. 
~ ' ' 

in -i:n .av1 ~ • 

18 

~b) The a-;ro~o;1t to ro:itoro tno pr crt-.1 , :,_· !\."l'J , en-: ~'IC :-t"": t)r ,,r ro•toratio. 
i;re~d upon. • .i ~ h&a boon cove r od in par11.;rarhc ao-,va. l t ie ::i:· belle!' tit&t 

tile .,o.vy has coni- farther ttulll fflla acreed upon tn reatr,re i:ne "ron rt<·, 1 t ,~a• 
no-rer a;;~ood t 1t1. t t,., tra1h ahould e ru t to a do:,th ?!' -10 reet '-"/ cover ed 'lri th 
6 foot o~ soil , L!, ~ . .1.z a:; roe:-ient had wittt !:r, E<hrarda !\'IIC t'lnt :ihoJ.lovr rw-:r or.s 
would b e o~t anc n ron~:,n, hle soil cover put o·,or the -:! ~.;:, :-11ter :.!ll , 

{o) Tho oh..!.::, ~r "uthorit-1 o!' r. Edrtarda , as ro;:,rosontntiv, ·r t.,e o'll'l'ler , a,nd 
his proro_;ativos t" :-,or:n:!. t G"O::. uae , Ur . Zdmi.rds repres,inte<. .1bulf as tne r •o:1t 
of tho ".'Wner , !'.nil'n:".I· t'lot !A!- . E:mrn. :-ds m111 o. r i,al oot!lte o;,.,r-i.~r • -:<1 rep:-& .. o:-.te.! 
IJIUly owners, : ·Iii ot :'i,')l i • · -us ,11:,coss~t:f t'l •1uestion his a.;onc:v n · reenent ,,i t.'1 
llr. Vernon C. FrJ, 

(d) 'lhe matter of OO!':ponsa tion lm>-V"d in ~e use o!' tho lMd, ii' any, .,u. 1 naa 
been explained abow . T'lo trJltter o.' :,one ...ary -::io:npensntion fer t Jv• 1>ae of +-· ,0 dUl:lp 

area wa1 noTer i:l\isod by J.'.r . :::<tmrda, It ,,us >tis feoling that the nroporty, ,due 
to the raisini; of tho ole~~ion, l'fOU l d bo benef '..ed. ::ia onl •; requ,,st 'N'llS t ~• t 
the area would be reator on at t .10 cmner' s ro 1ue1 t . Th~s n11.1 a:;reed Upon. 

{e) Any data boar~ on t:-ie att~ts to lea~o th"' pr<>rer1;,J• Ir no oaso or 111cenae 
wa1 sought. reasons why o. loo.se wns not oonaider od r. ,ceaaary or advi 3sbl~ . Iii\ t:1is 
regard, it ia to be noted t nat a liconso for a·tor. uce noed not le.;;nll:; "tr•ve b1ten in 
wrttillg. Thia matter hos been oxplainod in .,r.ragrapha abovo in tnat t -, ur.~~r ns 
taoed with an aoooq,liahed foot.that tl'le du--,, v;us in use at t-.e tin(, "o roror'ted 
tor duty as Publio \Yorks OffioerJ t.'l!lt tho agent's pomiuion in nritL'l; , s-.Jch ste 
ihe letter of Ootobor 16 , 1942 , ;ma consider ed a lease or 11 liconae w.:l~·. ;,r'1x.ttod 
toe Na-yy to use tho property. You •1111 note t • .At no reontion !'?r a :::onotnr:· e o
pen,e.tion ,nu lllllde in t.1-te l etter of October 15. 

It ii hoped that the intormntion given above will be beneficial in 'le<;?t:.at 'o·ns 
,,_._911 tbo Na-yy and Ur. Fry, I will gladly cooperate wi th you in thi ! =tt?r at 



Ltr. to R"ar J.dnl.ra' 

.. '"Our Tf'l!OUest. 
rlll be. l.0ttod. 
roeeint o o~ ors 

·-· ·~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority IJ~O G,'in'l. 

,. . 
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DECLASSIFIED 
Authority IJIIJO £i '"l 'llH. 

MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD 
VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA 

JI.larch 1948 

J 
1
1
' }~ t'J_ ~ou11-. l f t ~e Naval Air Station, Dc.n~ria 

r1CL.:. , ,<.i r Cwupi ni; Purposes - Re,.uest for t t;-.ient on " 

( .. , C.A\'anTra ltl' H-lJ(B. P. .) (ATA-5) fer . 723 dt d 
.25 Feb 1948 to Comdr \',' . C. Owens , CEC, U8:-l 

~c.J :eques~ed t 1 :..t a stut.er.en t be S'.lb..1itted coverl.,g 
'L t i ens ,. 1. t i. t,.e 01,·ner ' s agen t concerning re~ tor a tion 

~ .. ct ro_:,er t y , 1th ,n1rticulc .. r emvtiasis, if posi..,lb_c , on : 

\ ) Tl., re .. t<;:>r a t.i.c n c,i;r eed upon . 
r•.~ l',lJ.11.ngness t c "cc~~t th.i.:; res tor .. tion Ly tr.e c.gent . 

"'..'. J ~~~versu t icn bearini; en in ter.ded use of tl,e l..nd by 
"·•"' - , ,er or , ~ent which 1,oulu re4uire a cert&in typP 
er o~~r1;:~ cf res~cr ati on . 

( I In; d~ t:.. !,r ou"'ht. out in conv ~rs .. tions concerning ~cr.ds -
s i ·n tc., use Lhis 16.Ilcl . · 

... • 
1 

:. .. ·~_r . . , _ cf f,ef (a) notes t hc.t t he ~!aval Air St ation 
r:'-'·•· ,c. i lV"'l' , Florid ... , began using the priva te i,rcfilty :;cuth 
of t'1c .: t ti.:-n li !lit~ for dumping purposes in t he f all of 194,.. . 

-~ ... c.. J:' .. so. did ,10 t r epor t for duty to the NAS, s:rur- P.t'Ver , 
u:.tll .,_7 April 1947 and a ccordingly was not i nvolved 1n the 

, ~i1.,l Jet,-r,ir<tir:''1S v, l ich resulted 1n t he •.ise c f t he 
.... rtlc.lla r priv:-te . roperty for dumping purposes . However, 

or t.ly a fter llly a!::iW"!lption of cuty as Public i'!orks Orricer , 
I uc it a matter of primary concern t o deteruune t he o..r:e:--
., • -~_.J s t a tus of all .,roperties then being used by t he St ation . 
[, co:,. ecti on ,,1th such determination, it was learned t hat the 
;,n.11 ert~• south of the Etation limits , be1n 6 used for dumpin;; 

LU'l"'cse:, , 11as prl va tely owned and was being used for sucn 
· ..it.1-' i.l:i;; ... urposes with the written conditional cons ent or tt,e 
., en t for the 01-mer , Mr . Gus C. ~dwards . Tne letter sii;neo 'c,y 
' ~ I:clv,ar ds •• n a addressed to Lieutenant Commander i imr,er,~ .. ,., 
(CCC ) u:.:::, .. fo rmer Public Works Officer of t he IIAE: , Banana 
Eiver, was , and should still be, 1n the files of t he ft; .. tlon 
Public Wor ks Office. 

"Our Sol, Miuion i, to SmJI the Fleet" 



\ 

Authority µl'JO C,'1'1'h1. 
DECLASSIFIED J 

:! · I·1 co n , , · 
.. • ' .. ' L '-• ~ ~ l. L ~, \ l tL t..' \! • 
: .i.V.J , 1.\e re:..tor.,,tiJn c-1' ,"- :-" t on 1

1
; ., • 1:A.:. , r~ .. ,. 

'-C:C~-e ~ ll\c.(t't.;:, r of · ·"' ,JJ.V ·-~ , :,7!.:!< aw~, vrv 1. 
ev~,·:1- tr.ini; J•~d b "ct~o1 cez;c_rr <.J .,_1t1.; :.11:,· ... nytt i .l .u.t.· 
cc-nc.1 t.'l.on 1 ... een wnr•f'. i t l '" ul'e, t viole1tio11 c•1 t J'• 

tt consc 1t c,f r Ld, . . · ~ 
tc.'I b'.ll'nable mat erl<!ls u. • "iu.,' .1.c rc.,t1•_;_ctou u , L 

'J.IC s:-,i ble ~~w1:tge cl i n<-"~1Y-i· • lt,. tl.<.: .L t ex t1 t , f f on~ t : 
dt... · f '"' ~ ... .,, • L t1 e Gove r ~ ,.,,,. u t t ,.i .1.nr, o unburn« i:.il . , , ,· .. · •·'- ~ e o .. e 
\',,, l'C, ..1rcci u.r. fo r e .... 1 _., __ '-•• t lzt1 j:l'IO,.i, I tJ , - letL, l 

1• •'- ".ro.e:u tv ' I' Cd1 · re; , · c, t :e _;L..JJ •. undini:, Of"ic, r f t ,, • <'t, ... '- v i· ., e ~i,;,1<- t1.r-• 
l ·-• ·,rd~ u.ke :; j • L- 1 · 1.e \ .. ti:-n r , . • ',i 1.; v t ,.r. 
re re ~"n t t.1 o1 1 i:c,:1;:<·1-1..-11 o1 the J.,ro·':!i't• i • ..1.t. <• ti 

. , ~" ., v e:.. c.o d" t.t1r l l t. t. , · · • · • t .. .. ·1 t!:<... .... 1· "' ............... c -~ .. u l, 
- lL":..,.._l~ ... _.~ .1.l'V_!-t:.t_..; LU •• t.f 1L.i l 'e al 1 •t;"ll 
n un ..1.ly l ~ - · · - · · : t., • · '-' on._:- 1:r.1.0c. ·- f tii.e t. .. i., -1.t r •·e l u., 

I cu.l .~d .;.r . •··c.., .... r ds' offic1;: l ', l · ·,. •
1
• • ·' • •• ~' 

- r• !.' 

a~d t lzc ~1st of r1::. remo.r~.: a~· I l'P.C 11 
t._i,. t Le had Leen 01it of tu ·.1 . . 1 • t 
S l.s~CE' hi~ r e t urn to re1,l1 °!:Q Lh~ rt., .i 11 ' (' 
hac J•-:ne ~ r -:.cent ::.~~pect i··J, 1.,J' t:,., _1 L} 
ccms iacr cu tl,e f. t «ticm 1 s 1-~-Lor .. l ..,.: 
aae1; u.::. t ~ anci irtte11~a<.i t,:- r<:!)l:t .: , H v :·· 
:.l.ortly . ~:r . Edwar<is 1 r e.11 1,«~ i, ,..:. 1, .. it: t 
sr.ort _,;eriod of t i.rue uOQ ... s I ILC 1 • • ,u • :., . t,, t,-, • c
v i sed upon coropletion of t l.e Ct,, t.:. . 1 • r". 1,'Jl', 1.. 1 .. ,or i n 
order t h..t t he 111i6ht wake a fiu.:.J i _..: ri. ,. 11C' 1e t-r :. , · 
that adeq\.Ulte .;.nd satis factory re. t.cr,1Uclr1 J...,_c: liE:e,1 ~-· :, • 

4 . Bo t h of Mr , Edwa rds ' l etter.s r :, ·i·u. tL ., ,v~ , tl ,. c:1e 
con sen ting to rlAS , Banana Ri v~r , t.~- .i. t.lt,e , riv_ Lel; 01,ned 
p r operty for dumping purpcses ... "lu il.e :i;t.,er rc.,ue~Lir" _, ti
fic&tion upon completion of t he :::L«ti•., 1 s 1· -: ,tur a ti..,r, ,_f t. e 
property, were brought to tl· e a hentl 11, .;,l Licut e,1ci.,t ··. u. 
Davis, (C'l'.:<.;) US'l, my r elievi 6 cf.fic""r , :rj,_ "" y -iet· ~'"---e!"t 
on 10 December 1947 - both l etter s 1.1:: , t%tter cf fl.ct. t•1en 
being held on Lieut enant D;:.vj_., 1 der:. for ,r .. aa. r, f°-! r ence . 

5 . The f oregoi ng infcrwation r,iay be .;ti:1~1,riz,.C in nccordance 
with the beadings outl i -ieri in Pare ,:.n,pr, J ,,r Pef (u) as l'ollows: 

(a ) The restoration !!b~~ u ,_,,, . ;,, ~.lE:f .L .lte «.,reernent 
made but ver bal cor,. • , t t.c• L,easw·c~.,- btln& ta.tten oy the 
NAS, Banc,m, Rivsr- , t, re~t0re t J,e prL! erty given 1o 
telephone conversati.~ . 

(b) The willi..E>nes- ..1£~££L t; t bi 5 rei~tor ... tion by the 
~ - Agent verb..,lly 0 x1, r e:::sed himself as being 
s atisfied. 11,ith.measw·P- bei 11:, t~k.m, lJ:,• the N.M' , 



(c) 

Bani. 
and u., .1. t 
tion .. :.. .... " 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-ltJO r,,-.ffL 

ui..) 

(d) &U...k ... .L_ '' •• : ... Lill _ 
ill!, to i~wW..LJ.~. · 
had given 'lis writ. t, 
dw .. pi"l& w·post>" r~"' t 
w •• s n~ t c nsideret! PC'e _ r , 
sucl1 use. 

6. If , c:.:: indic .. t.Ld in '.'::r .. ,1 ••• 1.:: ;;ffcf (o, c,e c,.i 
made b) t he owner concer, ., cc ... 1 er.. t.1 n for i.. r i;.f t. • • r e , 
r at"ler th1.n u-.r:: .. 1i;e[l .!'c.1· ..i ... it.' r!. cc. .. :.e, it is con~ider·1. ... , ... 
vie\, cf t l.e .,ritt1. c, ... ~ 1 r . Ec.v, .. ra .. , ~ . .: o•.T,t:r•~ Loe t, 
to Gt.o.tion u:..e cf t. e • roperty, ti i.t ~uci. cl ~ is e :irtl. 
without le~, 1 fow dut.i ·• . 

)e!./~ 
\'. ('. . . 

- 3 -
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DECLASSIFIED 
Authority iJl'JO 5•'1tf7. 

GUS C, mYAROO 
REGISTERED REAL E3TATE BR<EER 

104 WILLARD STREEI' 
COCOA, FLORIDA 

Oct, 15, 1942, 

Lieutenant-Commander J . S . Zimmerroan, 
U. s. Naval Air Base 
Banana River, Florida, 

Dear Lieutenant- Canmander: 

COPY:GP 

With regard to your request for permission to dUJUp and destroy 
upon thet certain acreage which lies 1.lllrned1ately south of the south line 
of the Base, scrap lumber, concrete, etc. , for the purpose disposing 
of the same , will say that the owners are non-residents , but I see no 
reason why there can be any objection to this, provided destructible 

( 
materials are burned in the same l1m1ted area and the fire not allowed to 
spread ; and provided such indestructible materials such as cement , con
crete, etc. , are piled in pi les, and not scattered, so the owners might 
use same for road materials, and the like, 

As soon as I can, I will obtain a confirmation of this frCIII 
the owners and advise you further. 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ Gus C, FA.wards 

GOS C. m'IARIS 

{ 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-lrJo 9, '1371. 

GUS C, EIY.lARrS 
REGISTERED RF.AL ESTATE BRCICER 

EKCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVE FOR COCO!\ BEACH PROPERTUS 
COCO,\ , FLORIDA 

NA.59/P/hs 
A!3-l(l) 

!4,H, Hawkins 

8 November 1947 

Lt, Commander, USN 
United States Naval Air Station, 
Banana River, Florida, 

Dear Commander: 

Your letter of the 13th of August came while I was on vacation, 

Since my return I have passed the property in question and while I 
did not go out into the property I noted there were a number of 
ridges still standing, I preswne that these were made by excavations 
where debris has been buried, and that they will be leveled with 
bulldozers before you are completely through, 

I have noticed junk wagons hauling considerable material a,ray from 
there and preswne in time the entire property will be free and clear 
of debris, the ground leveled to its former state, and at that time 
you will want me to come doll'll and inspect the property, which I will 
be pleased to do, 

GCE/ec 

Sincerely yours, 

/a/ Gus C, Edwards 

GIE C. ED:IARm 

-w,d,(~/ 



In Reply 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority µll)o C,'"7'1hl 

Refer To File No. UNIT!!D ST..T:&S Nh.VAL AIR STATION 
Banana River, Florida 

NA59/P/kc 
A3-l(l) 
Serial. ;r00158 

16 February 1948 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Encl: 

Camnanding Otncer 
Chiet, Naval Air Advanci,d Training 

Area or Private Praporty located south or the station 
u.eed as a dwnp by the ll'nvy - IntorJT.a.tion concerning. 

(A) Letter trom Mr. Gus c. F.dwards to Lt. Comdr, J . s . 
Zimm.erJTA!l dt d 15 Oct 1942. 

(B) Letter tram Mr. Gu.e o. F.dwarda to Lt. Comdr, tr. H, 
Hawkins dtd 8 Nov Hl47. 

(C) Copy ot NA3, Banana River, ltr NA59/P/hs - A7- l(L) 
Ser 04159 to t.:r . Gu.e c . Ed'tl'arda dtd 13 Aug 1947. ' 

1 . l'iith the limited in:tornation oonoorlling Bubject property, it is 
assumed the Naval Air Station was given verbal authority to use an area 
or private property south of the station for a dump during the lat ter 
part ot the ye!U' 1942. However, there is no record or correspondence 
stating authority had been granted, but the station would be advised, 
as indicated by enclosure (A) . 

2 . This property is owned by I.Ir. Vernon c. :Fry, or the etate or Illinois , 
and mane.gad locally by J..r . Gus C. Edwards , real est ate br oker or Cocoa, 
Florida. 

3. Foll011ing the authority- to inllcti vate the station, worJc was begun 
by the Public \forks Department of clearing and restoring the area used 
as a dlllllp. The clearing- up process co.11Sisted or burning and burying 
all rubble, trash, etc. to a depth or 8-10 feet, covered by 6 teat or 
soil, The surface was restored to a comparative level area by bull• 
dozing approximately 8 acres , more or less. 

4 . J.!r , Gus C. Ed'll'ards was notified that steps would be taken to restore 
the property and desired his approval upon completion, in accordance 
with enclosure (C) , On 5 February 1948 , the owner, ?.lr . Vernon c. n-y, 
and J.ir, Gus c. Edwards made an inspection or the c0111pleted restoration 
w:t th the Public Works Officer, Both the owner and manager of the pro
perty indicated they were wel l satisfied with the restoration measures 
to the Public Works Otti cer, The owner indicated, however, he would 
desire some compensation tor use or the propert y by the l,avy. 

5 Pending the decision as to compensation awarded tor use of this 
p;operty by the Navy, the owner has not made a reply to enclosure (C) . 

LI. H. HA\'IKINS 



South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

06/03/1948 

Claim for Use of Lands Owned by Vernon C Fry 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJp.>o q-,.,~77. 

IN REPLY Nl-13(BR) 
REFER TO (ATA-51) 

NAVAL AIR ADVANCED TRAINING COMMAND ADDRESS 
t;lltr·r o, fl,.'l'.llil lilt A0'4JICUI 

U.o\llllUI• 

Serial II 

!m MA.IL 

From, 
Toa 

Subj: 

Refs: 

Encl: 

H!:AoqUA~'rCRs 

UNITED STATE:S NAVAL AIR STATION 

JACKsOl~Vll.LE, FLORIDA 

Chief of Naval Air Advanced Training 
Chiei' o.r Bureau of Yarc:ls and Docks 

Naval Air Station, Baniine. River, Floridll - Cla1111 f<11' use 
of lands owned by Vernon C. Frf 

(a) 

(b) 

(A) 

BuDocke spdltr ND'7/Nl-13, Tlo-70-filt, B-412/JEC/pb 
dtd 30 Apr 1948 t,) CNAVanTrs 
CNAVanTra ltr Ser:l.al 1167 dtd 22 14ar 1948 to Bullocks 

Ltr dtd 31 !day 191..S £rom Mr. Russell SnOII to CNAVsnTra 

1. Reference (a} requested that the Bureau of Yards and Docks be 
furnished further information concerning the use by the Naval Air 
Station, Banana River, Florida, of twenty acres of land awned by Mr. 
Vernon c. Fry. 

2. In the process of obtaining the assessed vslue and taxes on tbe 
twenty acres, it was discovered that the Public Records of Brevard 
County listed Kumprop, Inc. rather than Mr. Vernon c. Fry as the owner 
of the property. As stated 1n enclosure (A), title to the property is 
now 1n question and it is therefc,re recollllll8nded that any claim for pay
ment of rental or restoration be held 1n abeyance penaing decision as to 
thi, owner oi' ~he property. 

3. Representatives of this Headquarters also discussed the questions of 
rental and restoration with !Ar. W. D. Jones, Jr., who has, es a Special 
Assistant to the Attorney General, defended the Goverrunent 1n several 
suits concerning Government use of privets property 1n the Florida area. 
llr. Jones' opinions are as fol.lc,,,s1 

(a) Rental. Mr. Jones statetd that llr. Fry's claim for a rental of 
$10.00 per acre per year was errc,neous since the cited Ft. Pierce suit, 
in which Mr. Jones participated, allowed such rental only for cultivated 
farm land. As shown 1n the photc,gra phs forwo.rdad by reference ( b), the 
property 1n question is 11ocesn be,rrier land.11 and was covered by palmetto. 
The rental for barrier land este.t,lished by the same suit is either the 
value of the taxes or 2.5% of the assessed value of the property. The 
value of the taxes far the twenty acres is $8.89 per year or $53.34 for 
the six years. The assessed value of the property is $333.25 and the 



Nl- lJ(BR) 
(ATA- 51) 
Serial ff 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority IJrJo 5-i <1171. 

Subj ; Naval Air Station, Banana River, Fla - Claim for use of lallds 
owned by Vernon C. Fry 

--- ------ -- ---- --- -- --- -------
alternative computed value would therefore be $80 33 per year or $49.98 
for the six years. 

(b) Restoration. With regard to restoration, Mr. Jones stated 
that the follOl'ling policy, whfoh bas been approved by the Department of 
Justice e.nd expressed in Suit No. 1241 Miilmi Civil, u. s. v . 76 seres 
of land, more or less, in Br01Vard County, Florida , is pertinent. The 
purpose of restoration is to make the lessor whole, that is, to compen
sate for any loss which the lessor may have suffered frOl!I the uee of 
his property other than normal wear and tear and depreciation. The 
degree of restoration required may t herefore be established as the cost 
of actually performing the restoration or it aiy be established as the 
monetary difference between the value of the property at the beginning 
of the lease and the value of the pr operty at the termination of the 
lease. Since the assessed value of the property in question is 1!'333. 25 
and since the clearing per formed and the road constructed by the Navy 
are of value , it is evident that there must be only a slight, if any, 
difference between the 1942 value of the property and the 1948 value of 
the same property. 

4 . At llr. Jones ' suggestion, i t i s further recommended that if , after 
the title dispute is resolved, a settlement in line with the precedents 
set forth in paragraph 3 above cannot be effected , the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks should advise the owner of the property to txring suit in the 
u. s. District Court for the Southern District of Florida. 

CC 1 ( w/ encl) 
CO , NAS, l:lanana River 

~ ~ 

• ~ ' A? 
B) D1 L .IOJ 



Captai.rl G. c. Miller 
U .S.N .R., 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJl\.lO 5, <tn"l. 

RUSSELL SNCJr 
LLOID CAMPBELL 
Attorn,3ys at Law 
Cococ, Florida 

Director of Administration 
Naval Air Advanced Trainin~ Comr.iand 
United States Naval Air Station, ' 
Jacksonville, Florida 

COPY 

May 31, 1948 

In re: Your file Nl- 13 ATA- 51 
Serial 2033 

Dear Captain Millers 

Your letter of Ala7 20 to Kunipror, Inc. rel6t .. ve to land in 
section twenty-three (23), township thirty- six (36) south, renge 
thirty- seven (37) east, has been received, 

The title to the land referred to in your letter is ~ested 
in KIDllprop, Inc., under a deed arising out of a tax foreclosure 
proceedings in the year 1938, Prior to that time the title to 
this land was held by Florida Beaches, a corporation of which Mr. 
Vernon c. Fry was President. A sui.t is pending by Florida Beaches 
to recover this property but the suit has not been concluded, and as 
the title now st~nds it is vested in Kumprop, Inc,, and if the title 
of Kumprop, Inc. is sustained, Mr. Fry has bad and will have no interest 
in the property. If the suit is won by Florida Beac~es they will re
cover the property. It is suggested that no expenditures be ma<le on 
account of the rental of this property until the suit is disposed of. 

re-eab 

Copy to Mr, J. c. Bills, Jr., 
713 Citizens Buil~ing 
West Palm Besch, Fla 

Copy to Mr. Gus c. Edwards , 
Cocoa, Fla 

Yours very truly, 

SNCll & CAMPBELL 

By /s/ RUSSELL SNCNf 
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eJi&l I 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-l!vO lj-i '1ffi 

NAVAL A IR ADVANCED TRAINING COMMAND 
H EAD 01JA RTER 8 

UNITED STATES NAVA L AIR STATION 

J ACKSON VILLE, FLORIDA 
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South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

06/28/1948 

Claim for Use of Land 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t,ltJp C,'"1 •tsn 

0-ffice Memorandum . 
01~;0-Br 
TO 13-412 

UNl~ES GOVERNMENT 

t~ DATE: 28 Jun 48 

FROM B-414 

SUDJECT, Naval A1r Station, sanana-.ia..-.-r
of land owned by V ernon C. Fr~•. 

- Claim for uee 

Ref ; (a) Ltr Chief NAATC Ser 2181 to C~1ef, BuDooks , dtd 
3 June 48. 

/ I 
1. While in Florida, at the request of the Bureau, engaged Mr. Register 
to appraise the oubjcot property on a before-end-after basis. 

2. RefPrence (a) does not appear to be in our f~l~s and it is suggested 
that it be carefully studied prior to settleoent 1:ith ?-:r. Fry because 
it will be noted that there appears to be soi:c doubt that the property 
is owned by Mr. Fry . ~t'J:. 

Frank<?. '' Cahill 
Encl: 
1 . Reference (a) 



Nl-l3(BR) 
(ATA- 51) 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-JtJo 'l'"'l'lffi 

Se'!'iBl II 2181 

!Jli~.HL 

Fromi 
"'oi 

Subjs 

Jlefs: 

Encl, 

Chief of Naval Air AfvPnced Training 
Chief of Bureau of Yards anr Docks 

Nevel ~ir Stat·on, Banana River, Flor1ca - Clftjm for use 
of lands owned by Vernon c. Fry 

(a) BuDocka spdltr ND?/Nl- 13, Tl0-70- BR, B-412/JEG/pb 
dtd 30 Apr 1948 to CNJ.VonTro 

(b) CllA\.aitl'ra ltr Serial llb7 dtd 22 l!11r 1941\ to BuI:ocks 

(A) Ltr dtd 31 I ay 1948 from ltr. Russell Snow to C.NAVsnTra 

1 . Reference (a) requested that the Bureau of Ian's and rocks be 
furnisbec further inforwation concerning the use by the Naval Air 
Station, Banana Fiver, Florida , of t'r'enty scree of lsna Ol'Tled by ~r. 
Vernon c. Fry. 

2. In the process of obtaining the assessed value and taxes on the 
twenty seres, it was discovered that the Public FecordP of Bl'<'!vard 
County listec, Kunprop,- Inc. rather then llr. \ernon C. Fry as the owr.er 
of the property. AB stated in enclosure (A), title to the property js 
now in question and it is therefore recornmenciec that any claim for rsy
~ent of rental or restoration be held 1n abeyance pending decision sF to 
the Olltler of the property. 

3. Representatives of this Heeaquarters also eiscussed the ouestions of 
rental and restoration with 11.r . i . J:. Jones, Jr., who has, &fl a Special 
Assistant to the Attorney General, defendPf the Coverment 1n several 
suits concerning Governir.en+ use of privatP property in the Floride Free. 
Mr. Jones' opinions are es follows: 

(a) Rental. Mr. Jones stated that Mr . Fry's claim for s rental of 
$10. 00 per acre per year w&e erroneous since the cited Ft. Pierce suit, 
in which Vr. Jones perticipetea , al1 owed such rental only for cultivated 
farm lend . As 'lliown in the photorrsphs forwerdec'I by reference (b) , the 
property :In question is "ocean be.rrier land" and we.11 coverec'I by palmetto. 
~he rental for barrier land establi~herl by the same suit is either the 
value of the taxes or 2 . 5% of the assessed value of the property. The 
value of the taxes for the twenty acres is ~P.89 per year or 53 .34 for 
the six years. The assessed value of the property ie $333 .25 and the 



Nl- 1,(BR) 
(ATA- 51) 
Serial 21111 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJtJo 5, 'lh1. 

~ub,1 t 
Naval Air Stetiori , Banana River, Fla - Cleim for use of lande 
owned by Vernon c . Fry 

------- ------ -- --- ---- -- -- -- ----- ---
aflternative computed value "oulr1 th~refore be ~ 8. 33 per yPer or £49 98 

or the s uc years. • 

(b) Restoration. 1th regard to restoration, ~r. Jones stated 
that the followinr policy, which heF been approved by the fepertment of 
Justice enc e:i<pressed in Suit No. 1241 t.iemi Civil, u. s . v. 7b acres 
of land, more or lees , in BroTiird County, Florid!'! , is pertinent. . The 
purpose of restoration is to make the leesor ~hole , that 1s , to compen
sate for any loss which the lessor may have suffel'('d from the use of 
bis property other then nonnal wear end teer and depreciation. The 
degree of restoration required uey therefore be e~tablished es the cost 
of actually performing the restoration or it ml'y b- established Bf' the 
monetary difference between the value of the propert, at the beginning 
of the lease :lilc the value of the property at the termination of the 
lease . Since the assessed value of the property in question is i333 .25 
end since the clearing performe~ end the roed conetructef by the Navy 
are of value, it ie evident that there must be only a slight, if any, 
difference between the 1942 value of the property encl the 1948 valus of 
the same propert~. 

4. At Mr . Jones ' suggestion, it is further recol'lll!enc'ed that if, after 
the title dispute ie resolved , e fettlement in line with the precedents 
set forth in paragraph 3 above cannot be effected, the Bureau of Yarcs 
and Doc~e should advise the owner of the property to bring ~uit in the 
u. s. Iistrict Court for the Southern fi!'trjct of Florida . 

CX:1 (w/encl) 
CO , NAE , Banana River D. r, . HARF.IGlN 

By I'ir'.lction 



-
Nl-13 
(ATA-5) 

Serial : 2033 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJtJo 5--, ~~77. 

Klllllpro~, Incorporated 
c/o ~r. J . c. Bills , Jr, 
713 Citizens Building 
'/est Palm Beach, Florida 

Dear Mr. Bills: 

20 I.lay 1948 

In 1942 the navy obtained perllliss1on from llr. Gus c. 
Edwards of Cocoa, Florida , to use 20 acres ot land in Section 
23 , Township 26 South, R~nge 37 East, Brevard County, Florida, 
lying immediately south of the naval Air Stotion, Ban!'\Ila River. 
Mr. Edwards states th t this property is owned by Ur . Vernon 
C, Fry of Detroit, l,lichigan, while the Public Records of Brevard 
County, Florida, show that this property was purchased by 
Kumprop , Incorporated, on 5 J.!ay 1944. 

It is therefore requested th~t this Headquarters be 
advtsed whether the 20 acres are still owned by Zumprop, 
Incorporated, and if so, whether Mr . Fry has been authorized 
to act as a representative of that company. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ G. c. !.:iller 

G. C. L:II.LER 
Captain, USNR 
Director of Administration 



Caitain o. c. Miller 
'0' . !3. N. R. 

OEClASSlflED 
AJthon1v ~•.>o r,,'t)J't 

RUasiU. SNOI 
LLOYD CAMP.aw. 

Attonuiya at Law 
Cocoo , lloride 

Director or A4.ai1nietraUon 
naval Ai r AdTIIJlood Trauin C0llllL!lll4 
United Stata1 Na'ftl. Air St Uon 
lackDon Yille, nor14a 

£..Q.! ! 

31 llti7 lka 

Res Tour t ile Jn.-ls ATA-151 
Serial 2033 

Donr Captafu Miller: 

Your lethr of Jla7 20 to l:unprop, Inc . l"lll tin to l ~ 1n a:iou on 
tw nty-throo (83), \cnm:ship thirty- six (36) aoutb, rllllGe th1n7-10Tac 
(37) on.l!t , has been rooe1n4. 

r 1'hc title to t he l nnd r ten-od to 1n 70ur lett!IXI 1p vnt 1n Xm ro 1 
Ino . , under n dad arising out ot a tax foreclosure proc 41np 1n the 
year 19 , Prior to thet t1.me tho t1tlo to U.ia land wa held by nor14a 
Beeches , o co:-por tian ot whiob llr , Vornon c . Fry ..:it1 president . A nuit 
11! _pen41ni; b•r nor1dn Deoohoa to ::-ecoTer thia prol)!lrty but t!l, cui:i bee 
not been r.oncluded, And .,,. the title now i,t,,.ndJI it h ., .. tea ln 1:uapro;,, 
Inc., and 1t tho t1 tle of 1:umprop, Inc . ia euatained , llr. Fr, ha hllA 
and 111.ll han no inter et in the proport7. It th euit 111 IJOll b7 nori4a 
Do:ic>ta■ the:, nll reoonr tho property. It h au:;guted that llO expan41-
turo■ !lo mde on occount ot the 1"8Jltnl or th1o property until the auu 
io dispos d or. 

Col'7 to Kr. 1. c. Bills, 1r. 
713 Citizen■ Du1141lla 
Weat Palm Beaob, nor14a 

Copy to Kr. Gua c. l4ard• 
Cocoa, 11.orida 

Your1 • ry trul.7, 

BT /•I Ru.uell SJ101t 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 1-ll'JO C,'"1'(D1. 

June 19 , 1948 

MEMORANDUM TO MR. J . M, VIN REGISTER: 

APPRAISAL OF T;'/ENTY ( 20) ACRES OF LAND, ALLEGEDLY OWNED BY 

VERNON C. FRY - - LOC1 TED IN SECTION 2.3 , TOWliSHIP J6 SOUTH, 

RANGE 37 EAST . 

Obtain additional details from Commander J . T. Riordon 
(CEC U. s. Navy) . He i s located at the Naval Air Station. Con 
tact him through Captain Jones' Office . Get the date the Navy 
began using the property, and the date the Navy surrendered the 
property . It is suggested that you request Com::iander Riordon t 
furnish photographs of the prop~rty the day the Navy enetend, 
and as of the present time . 

The appraisal shall show the value of the property in its 
original condition, with prices prevailing the day the Havy 
assumed possession, and the day the Navy released possession; 
the value in its present condition, the day the Navy assw:md 
possession, and the day the Navy released possession. 

It is understood that the owner contends that the Navy de
posited some debris on the land, and it has been covered to a 
depth of approximately six feet (6'), with fine sand . This 
should be ascertained and see if it has any effect upon the 
value . ?-Ir . W. D. Jones, Jr. Special Assistant to the nttorney 
General, is familiar with the details . 

It is also understood that you will proceed with this 
appraisal within the week beginning June 21st , and a formal 
appraisal agreement will be forwarded you as soon ao the writer 
returns to Washington, or approximately June 29th . 

cc; 
cc: 

Capt . H.B. Jones 
CEC U. S. Navy . 

Commander J. T, Riordon , 
CEC U. S. Navy 

F. P. CAHILL , coi,tANDER USNR 
Head Appraisal Section, 
Real Estate Division , 
Bureau of Yards and Docks . 



South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

06/30/1948 

Claim of Vernon C Fry 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority tJl'.lo 9-, '1)/7. 

ND7/Nl-l:3 
Cl0-70-Br 
B414/FPO:vr 

:30 June 1948 

From: B-414 
To: B-412 

Subj: Banana Riv er 

Ref: ( a) Appraisal 

1 . Reference ( a) shows 

Air Station - Claim of Vernon C.Fry 

dtd 28 June 48 by J. Alvin Register 

the followi ng: 

a. The county records , in no way , show where Vernon c. 
Fry has any interest in the property. 

b. The land at the time the Navy assumed possession had 
a value not in excess of $20.00 per acre . 

o. The land wllen the Navy released possession after all 
rubbish had been buried and the land had mostly been cleared 
and l eveled had a value of about $25.00. per acre. 

d . That the land, used as a dumping are~ was not dalllaged 
but appears to have been benefi ted by the cl earing of most of 
the palmetto growth. 

e. That even if Vernon c. Fry had an interest in the 
land the maximum rental for the 5 years that it was used by 
the Navy would be 8120. or $24. 00 per year . 

JI? 
Frank P . Cahill 



AMrRIC AN !N4T !TV1"C. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-ll'JO C,1 '1'n1. 

J. ALVIN REGISTER 
RE;A L TO R - AP P R A I SE;R 

GAA,H A M OUILOINO 

JACKSONVILLC!. 2 , F L ORtOA 

June 28 , 1948 

Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks , 
Navy Depar~ment , 
Real Est ate Di visi on , 
':lashington 25 , D. c. 

Dear Si r : 

/ 

RS r equested by Commander F. P. Ccihill, I enclose 

report on the twenty (20) acres of l and , allegedly o,med by 

l\lr . Vernon C. Fr y , l ocated in Section 23 , To,-mship 36 South , 

Range 37 East , Brevard County , Fl orida . 

Yours very P+ 
~R~ 
(; 

J r1R : T 

• J 



IU:1'7/Nl-1:5 
Cl-- 7U-..,r 
1341.4/i : Yl 

30 Jun 1948 

From: B-414 
To: B-412 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority t-l~D 'i'"l ~'he. 

ubJ : Banana R1Y er Air t tlon - 0ln1m or Vernon C. Fry 

Ret: ( a ) Appraioal dtd 28 June 48 by J . Alvin Rec1eter 

l . Reforenoe (a) ehows tho tollowlns: 

a. Th e oounty reoords,ln no wsy, show where Vernon C. 
Fry he any 1ntereot in the proper t 7. 

b. Tho land at the t1cei the Ne.VJ i.. -· ed ponceeslon hlld 
o value not 1n exoe e of 20. 00 per acr~. ; r 

o. The 1nnd when the l tr..vy released no,i"e--1on nrter all 
rubb1oh had been b ur1ed nnd the land h d ~vttly been olearea 
Md leveled had n value of noout 25.oo. per aore. 

d . That the l nd, uced s.e a dumplnt .. r1.I\ "" s not dacinged 
but appeart1 t o have been benefited by the oleering of cost of 
the pc.lcetto growth. 

e. That even it Vernon c. Pr, hod an 1nteroet 1n the 
l.md the snrut11111.lCI rental for the 5 Jeers that it w110 used by 
the 1fav, 11culi! be 20. or C24. 00 per year. 

l'rDn k P . Ctlh1ll 



South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

08/31/1948 

Custody Transfer to Air Force 



~ 
I 

£' 
(u aat) 

Serial I 

lt 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authori ty NAJD q Fl ~ I ( 

S1 

C er, ava1 !ir ces, 1 istrict 
Chier or the ureau of I ~n a~ 1:ockJI . 

Foner nnl A!r tati n, mrie B1ver, Florida • 
T811J)ONU7 Cw.tot'7 transfer to u. s. Air Force of. 

(A) Photostat of 'l' ~ey Cm:t<ie7 Agree".'.le?lt 

{ 

l . In accorence 1th V1 tepartment instructions, the former vel 
Air tction, na River, Flcrlda, haa bsen trens erred to 'the t.mJ~ ll'l' 
custocy of the u. • Air orce e.s of 0001 on 1 Sept.ember 19/,S, pent'! 
arra~ts far ""'T't"01M:at ti,lnsfer of t he property. 

2 . noloollNI (A), a ltotoetat d tt-.e greoment cft'ecUng the transfer of 
cust0e1, is f reecl terr infon:ation. 

cci ( ;Encl) 
C 0 
B~er ✓ 

air 
Tra 

C Van'fJ'O 
CClllfjlX 

EST :Ll 



WHEREAS, Th• Iepert■ent of the Air : orce l'R£ requested the 
tepertment of the Navy t.o transfer the prorerty kn""n as t he former 
Naval .lir Station, Banam River, Florida I t o t he Lepert■ent of the Air 
Force, and 

1'HEREAS, the Iiepertment of the Navy has auf horh e c1 the Colllll8ndant, 
SEVENTH Naval !'iatrict, to transfer temporary c UBtody of the eeid station 
to t !ie Depertraent of the Air Force penclinf arrr ngelll'! nts for perm&Dllnt 
trenefer of the !!& id property I and 

'lfriEREAS 1 the Comiander, Naval Air Basef 1 SE\'Ef'!'ii ' level Iietrict 
i s pre11ently accountable to the Navy feper t ment f or t l'P ru.ctody of said 
prt>mi ~e s , sDd 

WHEREAS, the Iepart inent of the Air Force he s Ruthoduc' t'·.e Air 
Materiel COtlllllllnd to assume temporary cust ody of t he ~ i rl Stbtioo f:endi ng 
arrangements for pennanent t ran.sfer, 

NO',' THEREFCRE , it is agreed thet the Air r.:eteri<-1 Co">l!l!inc f 11all 
as sume te11rorory cus t ody enc respone1 b1l lty of t he property kriown a~ the 
former Navel Air St a ti ,;n , Ba nB !'lll River, Fl or! is , s.1< cf COOl on 1 Sei:tember 
19/Jl ~urject to the follo~il!f conc1tions Fnd prov 1s1one : 

1 . Fenc'ing per1118ne nt t ransfer I t he Navy shall have u•e c/' f-.icl-
',:--1 ionP of th<> said Pt&t i ~n ae 11:ay bo required t." concluc'c •~~ re!l'ove l 
of :levy peri•orinel and r r or ... rty . Proper ty t o be r"moved l ncluce.· •tat 
witHr, the i ntent of Ar rendixes A, B, c, i,nc I arr tha t lh ted "" Apre 'll'ix 
E a ll rubject t o any 111001ficetion by the !levy LeJ)"r•.a,ent. 

2. The Air Materiel Commanc l'lhall a s sune cust oc'y o" Puch 1-er ~onal 
rror-e r ty e" ii! not requirer b)' the 1:avy upon receipt of l n o1c"s fc:-r the 
said J:rOpP. r ty fr om 1he Ne, y . 

3 . -i,e Al r 1/at .. rlel GOltm8Dd she ll have immecis•e riyht of ent ry 
pre .-ti:ratcry t o ess1,-1nll' cuf t -.cy a nc security on l 1:'!pt ember 19/J' . Tile 
Air lla t erie ' r,:,,..,..-hnr rt- • ·. El efur,-~ a11 uti l ity en<' oth.-r c!larges f or 
·;-.era tior. r: " ·r,e prr,~rt y ac cf t l'at det e. 

4. A 11 Sf'r!I""''"~' " her.,in •nn t.a1 r ec !- ► Ill] be t e rtn1 1111 t ec £.s of the 
d~•e on which 1; .. r"r.nanc•n• t ran,,rn ,, 'he M i d " ta lion fr om t he repert
mer.• of 'h• Navy 1 ? • .. f•;,e r•.,ent ' ·he Ai r For ce i s effectec' . 

27 r't. 
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BANANA RJVER , FLA. 39 
1974. Secretary of the Navy J w ·ii· 

. i tam M.dd 
back to Newport by September of h 1 endorf directed that NAPS 00 t at year dd. move 
$336,? annually by doing so. In Au us ' a mg_ that the Navy would save 
San Diego, and after twenty-five y Ng t the Radioman A School moved to 

No d h I ears APS clos d . 
C move t e c osure date from Jul 197 e Its doors. [n September the 
would not be ready until then t tJ 5. to J_uly 1976 because NTC Orlando 
counselors. Bainbridge hosted 69~ bo : a~am~flctge•s people. Again , with 69 
at 1ts Camp Concern. y d grrls between the ages of 9 and 18 

The year I 97 5 was devoted to tr c . 

h ed 
ans1errmg people se d' f . . 

ware ous , and securing 300 build' . , n mg llm1shmgs to be 
missioned and sent to New Orlea mgsd. On 28 November PAMI was decom-

ns an the NRMC d • 
only the Nuclear Power School and staff Wit was_ eactivated, leaving 
power students on 5 March 1975 th · h the graduat10n of the last nuclear 
its last months, Bainbridge hosted itse ;ch~~J was transferred to _Orlando. During 
communities hit by Hurrica EJ . na amp Concern and aided nearby local 
it was farewell to Bainbrid ne o1se on 26 September. After thirty-three years. 

ge. 

BIBUOGRAPHY 

If~- UjS . (~•r\.Bureau of Yards and Docks, Building the Navy's Bases in World War 
• vo 5•. ~s mgton: GPO, 1947). 1:266-77. 361; " History -of U.S. Naval Training 

Center, ~am~ndge, 25 March I ~42-3 1 December 1958," and supplements (Washington: 
Naval H1stoncal Center, Operallonal Archives Branch). 

B • Paolo E. Coletta. • ·u .S. Naval Training Center: Bam· br1'dge " u s N J I · 
P d

. , . . ava nst1tute 
rocee mgs 83 (June 1957):642-56. 

BANANA RIVER. FLA., NAVAL AIR STATION, 1939-1947, AND 
MISSILE TEST RANGE, 1949-

Given the demand for the expansion of U.S . Naval Air after 1938, the Rear 
Adm. A. J. Hepburn Board recommended, among other strategic sites. Banana 
River. Fla. , as a secondary base. The site was approved by a survey party on 
6 Jane 1939. While NAS Jacksonville (q. v.) would serve as a primary base. a 
site at the lower part of the Banana River about 100 miles to lhe south would 
be developed as an outlying patrol plane operating area. The seaplane area at 
Jacksonville was not ideal for full-load takeoff in an east-west direction or for 
approach in times of low visibility. Hence the choice of Banana River. Con
demnation proceedings began on 15 October l 939 and clearing and dredging 
work on 18 December. Construction. begun on 28 February l 940, had proceeded 
sufficiently for the station to be commissioned on l October. Lt. Comdr. Waldo 
Tullsen, USN, commanding. Even though only two officers and twenty-nine 
men were as yet on board, PBM training and A/S patrols bad been under way 
since July 1941, when six PBMs were transferred_from overcrowded NAS No~
folk (q.v .), and landplane operations had begun m January 1943. However, 1t 
was not until the summer of l 944 that construction began on a hangar and lean-
tos. 

Meanwhile a photographic laboratory had been established, classes were gjven 



in navigati n. and an observation squadron came on board in Febr:uary 1942. 
as Jid alsn · Coast Guard Detachment to provide secunty, an Army Signal Corps 
Detachmen (April), and the first WAVES (September). Early in 1943 a Marine 
Deta~hmen was commissioned and a land field was put into use; in the faJJ, 
Banana Ri-v1c-r was made the preflight school for all PBM training. By order of 
the Sccreta . of the Navy, Frank Knox, an Aviation Ordnance Training Center 
was ~stabh.·hed on 30 September 1943 . During that same month a group of 
Fighting F cnch Naval Air Force officers arrived. Banana River supplied an 
Airbomber. Training Unit for NAS Jacksonville in addition to providing support 
for a blim detachment (two blimps of Squadron 21 which were used for patrol 
and also t r search and rescue). which arrived on 28 October. In addition there 
was a gro lp of Coast Guard PBM crews and a program of flying navigation 
instructors Search and Rescue (SAR) was aided by the Titusville Boat Facility. 
On I 5 December, Banana River became a supply point for adjacent Naval 
Ordnance rf raining Centers at Daytona Beach ( q. v.}, Vero Beach ( q. v.), and 
Melbourn (q.v.). The first F6F Hellcats came on board on 13 December 1943, 
on 1S fiebiruary 1944 the Loran Training School at Hollywood was transferred 
to Banana River. and on 3 April 1944 an Aviation Navigation Training Unit 
began operat ing. 

Rather than being scaled down as the wur wound down, Banana River gained 
personnel. from 548 officers and 4,223 men on 1 January 1944, to 730 officers 
and 5,237 men on 31 March 1945. Pan of the reason was the excellent weather, 
which rare y made day or night flying impossible; work involved in the Assembly 
and Repai Department which assembled aircraft and overhauled up to seventy
five R-28~t?- IO engines a month; the activation of an Operational Training Unit 
for a Mot,~e Gunnery Range even though targets for bombers were available in 
Lake Oke ~chobee: and the establishment of an Air Navigation Flight Laboratory. 
The temp of operations may be gauged from the fact that between 11 November 
1944 and April 1945 the number of aircraft increased from l 64 to 176, weekly 
takeoffs aid landings numbered 2,700, and $1,213,158 was spent for construc
tion durinl~ the quarter endin~ I September 1945. 

The fir~lt loss at Banana River following VE-Day was the decommissioning 
of an AS squadron (25 June 1940), yet the tempo of flight operations continued. 
and there were still 147 PBMs and 36 PBY-5As on board. By mid-August. 
however. the last dass of enlisted combat crewmen was graduated, and on J 
September the station adopted a forty-hour workweek and was enjoined to sub
stitute civilian for military men wherever possible. The Assembly and Repair 
DepartrneJnl closed in October; on 3 May 1946 orders were received to begin 
"reduced operational status" by 1 June J 946, which meant using less than half 
of existinj~ capabilities. These orders also specified that Banana River's primary 
mission ~,ould b~ to support the Naval Aeronautical Laboratory. For the last 
purpose, 1the station was restored lo full operational status between 2 October 
I 946 _and _1 Ju_ly 1947, when the Aeronautical Laboratory was relocated. Sched
uled maciiivation began on I August 1947 . On 4 September 1947 aU field and 



OANGOR, WASH, 41 

seaplane operations were secured . d . 
· h S h N · an the site wa · , · of l e event ava1 District. s a~s,gncd to the Commam.lant 
In 1949 the Army, Air Force . d N . 

Force direction to 1es1 their 1
0110

' an avy CSlablished a joint project under Air 
c--rangc rocket d · · · 

In con:-iequence, the station was rca t' , s an missiles from Banana River 
and housing. Banana River was ch c ivabted and work began on launching site~ 
ticularly because of its locatJ· ·. osen ecausc of its suitable climate but par-

on in a secure · h b · fire rockets and missiles on th 8 . ' urun a ited area from which to test-
firing of rockets and missil e anana R1ver-Bahama fslands Range. The actual 

• , es occurred to the north at C· c , aJ 1 · h would fire them in a southe t 1 . . . ape anaver , w,11c 
d d .

11 
as er Y drrection, with Banana River keeping visual 

an ra ar surve1 ance on them to insure that th 
areas along the 500-miJe range. ey would not fly over populated 

Renov~tion work begun in July l 949 caIJed for facilities to accommodate 50 
Anny, A1r Force, and Navy officers. 400 enlisted men, and 300 civilians with 
full occupancy by 250 officers, 2,500 enlisted men, and 1,500 civilian empl~yees 
expe~ted by I July 1951. ln .lune 195J . however, the site became the Air Force 
Missile Test Center, and the Navy left the installation. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A. "H.isto1?' of U.S. Naval Air Station. Banana River, Fla .. 1938-1945" (Washington: 
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St~tion, Banana River, 7 December 1941-3 1 October 1945 .. (Washington. Naval His
toncaJ Center, Operational Archives Branch); U.S. Navy. Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Building Ihe Nav) • s Bases in World War fl. 2 vols. (Washington: GPO. 1947), I:229~ 
31, 239; "Naval Air Station Banana River Fla. (Chronology. Miscellaneous Lnfonnation. 
and Photographs)" (Washington. D.C. Navy Yard: Naval Aviation History Office); Roger 
A. Jernigan. MSgt, USAF. Historian. NCOIC, Reference Services Branch OfJice of Air 
Force History. to the writer, 30 July l 984. 

B. "New Missile Test Range," Naval Aviation News. Aug. 1949, p. 24. 

BANGOR, WASH., NAVAL MAGAZINE AND TRIDENT 
SUBMARINE BASE, 1944-

With the Allies gaining the initiative over the Axis powers in 1944. increased 
amounts of ammunition had to be provided, particularly for fighting ships en
gaged in amphibious operations in the Pacific. Among new or enlarged instal
lations was a site at Bangor, Wash .. in the Puget Sound area, as Port Chicago 
on Suisun Bay , Calif., or Earle. N .J .• that would not endanger commercial and 
industrial sites. Even though the scope of the earth-moving project approx.tmated 
Lhat needed to build the Panama Canal. on 5 June J 944 a parcel of 7 .676 acres 
was purchased and plans were made to build powder magazines, inert store
houses, and related facilities, including a railroad connection lo a point near the 
east bank of tbe Hood Canal thfrteen miles north of the naval shipyard, Bre
merton. and fifteen miles west of SeattJe. A two-berth pier. thirty-eight maga
zines, nine storehouses, barricaded sidings. sorting buildings, adm~!slration and 
personnel facilities, and utilities were constructed. GcneraJ ammuniuon overhaul 
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Patrick Air Force Base 

Location: Located 6 mi S of Co
coa Beach, FL, about 50 mi ESE of 
Orlando, FL. 

Name: Named in honor of Maj 
Gen Mason Machews Patrick (1863-
1942). Chief of the AEF•s Ai·r S . . erv1ce 
m_World.War 1 and postwar head of the 
Air Service. General Patrick approved 
the DVlC aircraft flight around the 
world of 1924" tn 1926 he recom
mend~d tb~ legislation that changed 

G
theAir Serv1~e to t~e Air Corps and eventually led to an independent USAF 

eneral Patnck retrred on 12 Dec 1927. · 
Date of Current Name: I Aug 1950. 
Previous N_ames: Joint Long Range Proving Ground, 10 Jun 1949; 

Long Range Proving Ground Air Force Base, 17 May 1950. 
Date of Establishment: l Oct 1940 (by USN as Banana River NAS)· J 

Sep 1948 (USAF). , 

Date Construction Began: c. 1 Oct 1949. 
Date of Beneficial Occupancy: 9 May 1950. 

. Base Operating Units: 2770th Standby Sq, 20 Nov 1948; Adv HQ, 
Jomt Long Range Proving Ground, J Oct 1949; 4750th Air Base Sq, 15 Aug 
1950 (rdsgd 4820th Air Base Sq, 30 Dec 1950; 6550th Air Base Sq, 14 May 
1951); 6550th Air Base Wg, 4 Sep 195J; 6550th Air Base Gp, 1 Mar 1953; 
6550th Support Wg (Range), 1 Apr 1962; 6550th Air Base Gp, 1 Mar 1964; 
6550th Air Base Wg, 1 Feb 1977 (rdsgd 6550th Air Base Gp, J Mar 1981)- . 

Base Commanders: 1st Lt Raymond C. Barwick, 1 Sep 1948; Col 
Wallace W. Millard, 3 Nov 1948; Col Othel R. Deering, 1 Oct 1949; Col A. 
J. Bird Jr, 1 Aug 1950; Lt Col Albert P. Sights Jr, 20 Aug 1951 ; Col Robert 
B. Good 13 Oct 1952· Lt Col Oust Askounis, 12 Jul 1954; Col Harry W. 
Generou;, 8 Sep 1954/ Col Joseph B. Williams, l Jan 1956; Col David J. 
Munson 30 Jul 1956· Col Robert E. Northcutt, 13 Aug 1958; Col Donald T. 
Jones, 20 Jun 1961 ; Col Henry Dittman, 14 Aug 1961; Col Ju~an M. Bleyer, 
31 Jul 1964; Col Joseph B. Will iams , 1 Apr 1966; Col David D. McCall, 

459 
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H B l 3 Jun 1968· Col William R. Morton, 15 Jul 
\ May 1968· Col John • oy e, • J 25 ' . . w·t 17 Jun 1969· Col Edgar H. Albers r, Aug 
1968· Lt Col W1Uiam I son. • . . • .

11
. Wil 12 Jun 1972. Col Joseph L. Posp1s1l. 31 Jul 1973; 

1969· Col W1 1am son, , 
Col ioseph A. McClure, 17 Jul 1976; Col Willi~ M. Pugh, 9 Nov 1977; 
Col Jack L. Price, 22 Mar 1978; Col Bob L. F~anc1!, 21 J~ I980-. 

Major Off~Base and Detached lnstallat,ons: Acklins Isl Sub-Cable 
Landing An>. (rdsgd Atwood Harbor Sub-Cable A.nx), c. 1951 (asgnd)-1 
Oct 1971 ;t Antigua Air Stn (formerly part of Coolidge AFB, St John~, 
Antigua lsl), Leeward Isls, Bahamas, 1 Mar 1963 (asgnd)-J Oct 1971; Anti
gua Test Site (rdsgd Parham Comms Anx), Antigua Isl, Leeward Isis, Baha
mas, t Oct 1956 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Beane AFB, St Lucia •. I mi NE of 
Vieuxfort, Wind Isl, 1 Nov 1954 (asgnd)-1 Sep 1964 (dspd); Bttblo Bal~oon 
Release Anx, Bithlo, FL, 1 Oct 1959 (actvd)-30 Jun 1970 (dspd) B1thlo 
Rsch Anx, Bithlo, FL, 18 Apr 1963 (asgnd)-11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Boaby Rock 
Pt Sub-Cable Anx, 2 mi S of Cockburnt0wn. Bahamas, 27 Jun 1956 
(actvd)-27 May 1971 (dspd); Canaveral Harbor Crash Rescue Anx (rdsgd 
Port of Canaveral; Canaveral Harbor Rg Patrol A n.x), Port Canaveral. FL, 
15 Nov 1951 (asgnd)-: Cape Canaveral Aux AFB (rdsgd Cape Canaveral Msl 
Test Anx; Cape Kennedy AFS~ Cape Canaveral AFS), 5 mi NNE of Port 
Canaveral, FL, 5 Oct 1951 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971 (became prim mstl), Cat Isl 
Sub-Cable Landing Anx (rdsgd Hawks Nest Sub-Cable Ame), 1 mi S of 
Robbin Creek, Bahamas, c. 1952 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Chenny Rsch Anx, 
FL, 18 Apr 1963 (asgnd)-11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Christmas Rsch An~. FL, 18 
Apr 1963 (asgnd)-11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Clarks Siding Msl Fuel Unloading 
Anx, 1 mi N of Indian River, FL, 15 May 1958 (asgnd)-10 Jan 1962 (dspd); 
Desecho Isl Sub-Cable Anx (formerly Ramey B & G Rg), Desecho, PR, 2 
Aug 1956 (asgnd)-10 Jun 1965 (dspd); Dominican AF Aux Fld (rdsgd Do
minican Main Base Anx), Sabana de la Mar, Dominican Rep, 26 Nov 1951 
(asgnd)-6 Nov 1962 (retmd to Dominican Rep); Dominican Sub-Cable 
Landing Anx #1 (rdsgd Maimon Sub-Cable Anx), 7 mi SW of Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Rep, 2 Mar 1956 (asgnd)-6 Nov 1962 (dspd); Dominican Sub
Cable Landing Arne #2 (rdsgd Cape Viejo Frances Sub-Cable Anx), 50 mi 
NW of Sanchez, PR, 2 Mar 1956 (asgnd)-6 Nov 1962 (dspd)· Dominican 
Sub-Cable Landing Anx #3 (rdsgd Macao Sub-Cable Anx)t '1 mi SW of 
Puerto Macao, PR, unk-6 ~ov 1962 (dspd); Eleutbera Airstrip (rdsgd 
Eleuthera AF Aux Fld; E Mam Base Exchange), Governors Harbor. Baha
mas, 5 Oct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971; Eleuthera Rcvr and Sub-Cable Anx 
(rdsgd Alabaster Bluff Rcvr and Sub-Cable Anx), Governors Harbor, Baba-

• Most of these installations are or we r lh 
its predecessors (Joint Long Ran e Pro . re, part O • e EaStern Space and Missile Center or 
Eastern Test Range; and Det 1 S~T;tg ~ro~nd; Air Force Missile lest Center; Air Force 

t A final date of 1 Oct 1971 indicate)."t ftrdick AFB supported all of lhese organizations. 
s s r to Cape canaveral AFS, FL." 
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Banana IUver Naval Air Station, March 1943 

Joint Long )Range Proving Ground AFB, May 1950 
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(• d)-24 May 1971 (tsfrd to USN); Eleuthera Sub-Cable 
mas, c.:. l 5 · asgn C bl Anx) 1 mi S of Rock 
Landin Anx (rdsgd Bannermantown Sub- a e , 

S d h 1952 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Eleuthera/Symonette Well 
oun , a amas, c. S A ) Bah 

Fld An · (rdsgd Symonette Well Anx; Symonette Water ys nx , amas~ 
1 s Dec 55 (asgnd)-31 Jan 1958 (dspd); Escosesa Bay Sub-Cable Aruc, 6 mt 
NW of anchez, Dominican Rep, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)-6 Nov 1962 (dspd); 
False C pe Data Coll Anx, 14 mi E of Titusville, FL, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)-
21 Feb 68 (dspd); Freeport Fam Hsg An.x, Freeport, Bahamas, 15 Jul 1967 
(asgnd) 19 Jul 1968 (dspd); Freeport Rsch Anx, Freeport, Bahama~, Jul 
1962 la gnd)-Jul 1978 (dspd); Gambier Pt Pump Anx (rdsgd Gambier Pt 
Water s Ame), 11 m1 E of Pine Ridge, Bahamas, c. 1955 (asgnd)-22 Jul 
1966 (i 1 consold w/Grand Bahama Au'< Afld); Geueva Rsch Anx, FL, 18 
Apr 19 3 (asgnd)-lJ Jan 1965 (dspd}: Grahams Harbor Optical Trckg Ame 
(rdsgd ~rahams Harbor Oala Coll Ame). 7 mi NE of Cockburntown. Baha
mas. 1956 (asgnd)-30 Jul 1957 (tsfrd to San Salvador Aux Afld, San Salva
dor. B hamas); Grand Bahama AF Aux r1d (rdsgd Grand Baha.ua Aux 
Afld), >ine Ridge, Bahamas. 5 Oct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971; Grand Bahama 
Isis/ Al ans Cay OOVAr Aax (rdsgd Allan Cays Trckg Anx), Carrion Har
bour, ahamas, c. 1955 (asgndl l Oct IQ71; Grand Bahama Isls/Bassett 
Cove eodolite Anx (rdsgd Bassett Cove Theodolite Arne), 5 mi E of High 
Rock, Bahamas, c. 1955 (asgnd)-22 Jul 1966 (instl consold w/Grand Ba
hama ux Afld); Grand Bahama Isis/Mangrove Cay Impact A.rue (rdsgd 
Mangr ve Cay Demolition Anx). West End Settlement, Bahamas, 1955 
(asgnd)-19 Jul 1965 (dspd); Grand Bahama Sub-Cable Landing Am (rdsgd 
Settle ent Pt Sub-Cable Anx), West End Settlement, Bahamas, c. 1952 
(asgnd - 1 Oct 1971; Grand Turk AF Aux Fld (rdsgd Grand Turk Aux Afld), 
2 mi S f Cockburntown, Bahamas, 25 Oct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971; Grand 
Turk Isl Destruct Aruc, Cockburntown, Bahamas, Aug 1957 (asgnd)-1 Oct 
1971; ci;rand Turk Sub-Cable Landing Anx (rdsgd Cockburntown Sub-Ca
ble ), 2 mi S of Cockburntown, Bahamas, c. 1955 (asgnd)- 14 Dec 1973 
(dspd)~ Great Egg Isl Sub-Cable Landing Anx (rdsgd Great Egg Isl Sub
Cable 4 nx), Spanish Wells. Bahamas, c. 1952 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Great 
Isaac Ii 1 Raydist A.ox (rdsgd Great Isaac Isl Trckg Anx), West End Group, 
Baham.as, 2 Mar 1956 (asgnd)-15 Jan 1963 (dspd); Great Stirrup Cay Sub
Cable ]Landing Anx (rdsgd Great Stirrup Cay Sub-Cable Anx), Nicolstown, 
Andro!I Isl, Bahamas, 2 Mar 1956 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Hilolo Camera Aruc. 
Okechc bee County, FL, 29 Aug 1961 (asgnd)-10 Alig 196S (dspd)· Holopaw 
Data Coll Anx~ 2 mi E of Holopaw, FL, 14 Dec 1956 (asgnd)-6 Apr 1966 
(dspd);; Horm1gueros Antenna Anx, Hormigueros, PR, 27 Jun 1956 
(asgnd)-31 May 1958 (dspd); Jonathan Dickinson Data Coll Ame, Bahamas, 
27 Jun _1956 (asgnd)-9 ~ug 1961 (dspd); Jupiter Aux AFB (rdsgd Jupiter 
Msl G~11dance Ame; Jupiter Msl Data Coll Anx), I mi SE of Jupiter, FL, 16 
Dec 19155 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Jupiter Opl Felty Site, Jupiter, FL, t May 
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1968 (asgnd)- 16 Nov 1970 (dspd); Lake Harney Rsch Arne, 18 Apr 1963 
(asgnd)- 11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Lake Jessup Rsch Anx, FL, 18 Apr 1963 
(asgnd)- 11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Uong Bay Fld Pt Theodolite Arne, High Rock, 
Bahamas, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)i-13 Feb 1961 (dspd); L:mg Isl Sub-Cable Anx 
(rdsgd Clarencetown Sub-Ca'ble Anx), Clarencetown, Bahamas, c. 1952 
(asgnd)- 1 Oct 1971 ; Mayagu~~a AF Aux Fld (rdsgd Mayaguana Aux Fld), 8 
mi SW of Abrahams Bay, Bal amas, 25 Oct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971 ; May
aguana Sub-Cable Landing Abx #1 (rdsgd Start Pt Sub-Cable Anx), 3 mi SE 
of Pirates Well , Bahamas, 25 (:>ct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971; Mayaguana Sub
Cable Landing Anx # 2 (rdsgcl Guano Pt Sub-Cable Anx), 5 mi E of Cock
burntown, Bahamas, 25 Oct 1951 (actvd)-1 Oct 1971 ; Mayaguez Msl 
Guidance Allx, 4 mi SE of M, yaguez, PR, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)-28 Jul 1968 
(dspd); Me}bourne Msl GuidaITTce Ame. Melbourne, FL, 1 Jul 1963 (asgnd)-
30 Sep 1968 (dspd); Melbou~ne NAS Helium Stor Ame (rdsgd Melbourne 
Helium Stor Anx), Melbourn1?, FL, 15 Dec 1955 (asgnd)-1 Mar 1965 (dspd); 
Miami Beach lrckg Aruc, M[iami, FL, 1 Jun 1966 (actvd)-31 May 1971 
(dspd); vtores Isl Raydist A~LX (rdsgd Mores Isl 'lrckg Aruc), Wilson City, 
Grand Abaco, Bahamas, c. I Mar 1952 (actvd)-Jun 1952 (inactvd), 2 Mar 
1956 (asgndJ-15 J an 1963 (di5pd); North Caicos Sub-Cable Landing Anx 
(rdsgd North Caicos Sub-Cable Anx), North Caicos, Bahamas, 1954 

Patrick AFB, 1984 
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0 1971 . North Creek TI-ckg Anx, Grand Turk Isl, Bahamas, 
(asgnd)-1 ct ' #2 G d Tu k 

957 ( d)-1 Oct 1971 · North Creek Trckg Anx , ran r Isl, 
Aug l asgn ' R'din p N Aid A--· 
B h 15 Jan 1957 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; North I g t av ~L\, 

ah amas, 19 Aug 1960 (asgnd)-1 Oct 1971; Patrick/Malabar Msl Monitor-!~ ::s(rdsgd Malabar Msl Monitoring Anx; Malabar Chaff Test Site; 
Malabar Tmtr Anx)

1 
6 mi W of Malabar, FL, I Dec 1960 (~sgnd!-1 Oct 

1971; Patrick/North Indialantic Camera Site (rdsgd North lnd1alantlc Trckg 
Anx), North Indialantic, FL, 2 Mar 1956 (asgnd)-19 Aug 1959 (dspd); 
Patrick/Vero Beach Sub-Cable Landing Anx (rdsgd Vero Beach Sub-Cable 
Anx; Vero Beach Trckg Anx), 2 mi N of Vero Beach, FL, 1945 (asgnd)-1 Oct 
1971; Pt Guanajibo Pumping Anx (rdsgd Pt Guanajibo Water Sys Am), 
Mayaguez, PR, 27 Jun 1956 (dsgd)-15 Mar 1967 (dspd); Ponce de Leon 
Data Coll Anx, New Smyrna Beach, FL, 27 Jun 1956 (actvd)-; Port 
Canaveral Cable Trml Anx, Port Canaveral, FL, 12 Jun 1961 (asgnd)-1 Oct 
1971; Port Canaveral Rg Vessel Spt Anx, Port Canaveral. FL. 23 Aug 1961 
(asgnd)-31 May 1964 (dspd); Puerto Rico/Guanajibo ruver Sub-Cable Anx 
(rdsgd Guanajibo River Sub-Cable Anx). Mayaguez, PR. 14 Aug 1956 
(asgnd)-28 Jun 1968 (dspd); Salt Lake Rsch Anx, FL, 18 Apr 1963 (asgnd)-
11 Jan 1965 (dspd); San Salvador AF Aux Afld (rdsgd San Salvador Aux 
Afld; San Salvador Comms Anx), San Salvador, Bahamas, 25 Oct 1951 
(actvd)-1 Oct 1971; San Salvador Msl Destruction Anx, San Salvador Isl, 
Bahamas, Jun 1957 (asgnd)-5 Aug 1968 (dspd); Sand Cay Sub-Cable Land
ing Anx (rdsgd Sand Cay Sub~Cable Anx), I mi S of Sand Cay, Bahamas, c. 
1952 (asgnd)-14 Feb 1964 (dspd); Spruce Creek Data Coll Anx (rdsgd 
Spruce Creek Rsch Anx), New Smyrna Beach, FL, 27 Jun 1956 (actvd)-13 
Jul 1970 (dspd); Sue Pt Ionospheric Anx, San Salvador Isl, Bahamas, J Feb 
1957 (asgnd)-30 Jul 1957 (tsfrd to San Salvador Aux Afld); Trinidad Test 
Site (rdsgd Trinidad Air Stn), Trinidad-Tabago, l Jul 1961 (tsfrd fr Rome 
AFB, NY)-1 Oct 1971; Union Park RschAnx, Union Park, FL, 18 Apr 1963 
(asgnd)-11 Jan 1965 (dspd); Vero Beach Aprt Data Coll Aruc, 4 mi W of 
Vero Beach, FL, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)-12 Nov 1964 (dspd); West Vero Beach 
Antenna ~• West Vero Beach, FL, 27 Jun 1956 (asgnd)-3 Dec 1958 
(~spd); Wideawake Fld (rdsgd Ascension Isl Aux Fld) (U.S. activity), Ascen
sion Isl, S~uth Atlantic Ocean, 25 Jun 1956 (actvd)-. 

. MaJor _<:ha~ges _in Operational Capability:* Base expansion and ex-
tensive rehabilitation mclud1· It 1· f · · · . . , ng a era 10n o existing structures for use m 
IDiss1le range and acquis1't1·0 f 12 000 · · · · n o , additional acres m the launching 
area (for safety and security) completed 1949-1950; Bahama Agreement 

• A number of the structures listed i h. . 
Cape Canaveral AFS) under the immed· t ~ t. 15 _se~uon were built on Cape Canaveral (later, 
or its predecessors. ia e Junsdictrnn of the Eastern Space and Missile Center 
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provided downrange facilities and bases through ut Central and s th 
America and the Caribbea_n, signed 1 Jul 1951; ta reduction buil~:g 
completed Jul 1952; extension of runway and cons uction of aprons and 

taxiways completed 19 Sep 1952; Wherry housing pr · ects constructed 1952-
1954; three missile _as~embly buildings completed N v 1953; testing facilily 
for all types of missiles completed mid-1957i aew aata reduction facility 
completed 1957-1958; additional 680-unit Wherry housing project com
pleted l Jan 1958; Capehart housing project compl ted Feb 1959; facilities 
added to enable Mercury and Saturn launchings fa!] 961; new base medical 
facility occupied Apr 1966; RAPCON center and ajor modification of 
Titan launching complex finished 1969-1970; HQ · Force Tuchnical Ap
plications Center moved to Patrick from Alexandria, VA, 1972; Eastern Test 
Range fell under jurisdiction of Det I, Space and Mi ·sile Test Center (SAM
TEC) when HQ Air Force Eastern Test Range inactiv ted on 1 Feb 1977, and 
Patrick AFB,s 6550th Air Base Wing began reportin directly to HQ AFSC; 
Det 1, SAMTEC inactivated and replaced by HQ Ea tern Space and Missile 
Center L Oct 1979; Ascension Island Auxiliary Field unway lengthened fall 
1980; Titan missile launch pad ("Complex 40") mo 'fied Sep 1980. 

Major Commands to Which Assigned: Air roving Ground, 1 Oct 
1949; Air Research and Development Comd, 14 M 1951 (rdsgd AF Sys
tems Comd 1 Apr 1961)-. 

Major Changes in Status: On standby status, Sep 1948-1 Oct 1949; 
USAF assumed sole jurisdiction of base, 16 May 19 0. 

Units Assigned: 
1948 

2770 Standby Sq 20 Nov 48- J Oct 49 
1949 

AF Div, Joint Long 
Rg Proving Gnd 
(Long Rg Proving 
God Div; AF Msl 
Test Cen; AF 
Eastern Test Rg) 1 Oct 49-1 Feb 77 

1950 
l Guided Ms! Sq 
3 Guided Msl Sq, 

lnlcp 
6 Wea Sq 
550 Guided Msl Wg 
550 Maiot Sq 
4750 AB Sq 

(4820 AB Sq; 
6550 AB Sq; 6550 
Base Svc Sq) 

4751 Med Sq 
(4821 Med Sq; 
6550 Med Sq; 
6550 Med Gp; 
6550 USAF Hosp) 

4800 Guided Msl 

11 Dec 50-30 Dec 50 

1 Aug 50- 30 Dec 50 
5 Apr 50-20 May 52 
11 Dec 50-30 Dec 50 
11 Dec 50-30 Dec 50 

15 Aug 50-1 Sep 52 

1 Dec 50-1 Dec 70 

Wg 
(6555 Guided s1 
Wg; 6555 Gui<J cd 
Msl Gp) 

4803 Guided Ms Sq 
(6556 Guided sl 
Sq) 

I Pilotless Bmbr q 
4802 Guided Ms Sq 

(6555 Guided sl 
Sq; 6555 Guid d 
Msls Sq) 

4822 Maint & Su 
Sq 
(6S50 Maint & 
Sup Sq; 6550 
Mainl & Sup I P) 

4823 AP Sq 
(6550 AP Sq) 

4824 Rg Spl Sq 
(6550 Rg Spt \q) 

4825 Tech Ops Slf 
(6550 Tech Op 5 

Sq) 
4830 Food Svc S 

3 Dec 50-7 Sep 54 

30 Dec 50-1 Mar 53 
1951 

l Oct 51-9 Mar 54 

JO Apr 51-15 Aug 59 

15 Jan 51-7 Sep 54 

15 Jan 51-15 Feb 60 

15 Jan 51-4 Sep 51 

16 Mar 51-4 Sep 51 
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(6550 Food Svc 
Sq) 

4831 Marine Sq 
(6550 Boat Sq) 

6541 Msl Tust Wg 
(6541 Ops Gp) 

6545 Ms! Tost Sq 
6546 Msl Test Sq 

(6546 Ops Sq) 
6547 Msl Tust Sq 

(6547 Ops 'Sq) 
6550 AB Gp 

(6550 AB Wg; 
6550 AB Gp) 

6550ABWg 
6550 Air Spt Sq 

(6550 Ops Sq; 
6560 Ops Gp; 
6550 Ops Gp) 

6550 Comms Sq 
6550 lnstls Sq 

(6550 lnstls Gp) 
6550 Maint Sq 

(6550 Fld Maint 
Sq) 

6550 MV Sq 
(6550 Trnsp Sq) 

6550 Sup Sq 
6555 Test Spt Sq 

L4 May 51-15 Nov 56 

14 May 51-1 Mar 53 

4 Sep 51-7 Sep 54 
4 Sep 51- 14 Jan 53 

4 Sep 51-1 Jan 54 

6 Nov 51-l Jan 54 

4 Sep 51-
4 Sep 51-1 Mar 53 

4 Sep 51-1 Mar 64 
4 Sep 51-15 Feb 60 

4 Sep 51-7 Sep 54 

4 Sep 51-15 Feb 60 

4 Sep 51-15 Feb 60 
4 Sep 51-15 Feb 60 
4 Sep 51-1 Mar 53 

1952 
69 Pilotless Bmbr 

Sq 10 Jan 52-17 Feb 54 
1954 

2026 AACS Sq I Nov 54-15 Jul 55 

6550 Test Gp 

556 Strat Msl Sq 
(556 Strat Msl Sq 
[ICM-SNARK] 

1955 

1957 

1959 
6555 Guided Msl Gp 

(6555 Test Wg; 
6555 Aerosp Test 
Wg; 6555 Aerosp 

l JuJ 55-1 Oct 55 

15 Dec 57- 8 Jul 59 

Tu5l Gp) 15 Aug 59-

2862 GEEIA Sq 
(1830 Elect Instls 

1960 

Sq) 20 Jul 60-31 Mar 74 
1961 

1279AACS Sq 
(2179 Comms Sq; 
2179 Comms Gp; 
2179 Conuns& 
lnstls Gp; 2179 
Conuns Gp) 

466 

1 Jun 61-

1962 

645 Radar Sq 
6550 Maint Gp 
6550 Spt Sq 
6550 Spt Wg 
6551 AP Sq 

1 Nov 62-1 Apr 76 
l Apr 62-1 Mar 64 
1 Apr 62-1 Mar 64 
1 Apr 62-l Mar 64 

l Apr 62-
(6551 Scty Pol Sq; 
6550 Scty Pol Sq) 

6551 'lrnsp Sq 1 Apr 62-30 Sep 76 
10 Nov 62-1 Jun 63 

1964 
Alft Wg, Prov #2 

6540 Orgnzl Maint 
Sq 

6549 Comms & 
Elect Maint Sq 
(6549 Avncs 
Maint Sq) 

1 Mar 64-1 May 71 

l Mar 64-1 May 71 
6549 Fld Maint Sq 

(6549 Consold 
Acft Maint Sq) 

HQ Nat Rg Div, 
Prov 

1 Mar 64-31 May 76 

1970 
USAF Hosp, Patrick 

1972 
1035 Tech Ops Gp 

(AF Tech 

2 Jan 64-15 May 64 

J Dec 70-

Applications Cen) 24 Aug 72-
6551 CE Sq 

(6550 CE Sq) I May 72-
USAF Fld Activities 

Gp, Prov 1035 
(Tust Ops Gp, 
Prov 1035) 4 Feb 72-23 Aug 72 

6552 Sup Sq 
(6550 Sup Sq) 

2 Mobile Comms 
Gp 
(2 Cmbt Comms 
Gp) 

549 Consold Acft 
Maint Sq 

549 Tue Air Spt Tog 
Gp 

549 Tue Air Spt Tng 
Sq 

3533 USAF 
Recruiting Sq 

1974 

1975 

1977 

1979 
Eastern Space & Ms! 

Cen 

21 Med Svc Sq 
1982 

1 Oct 74-1 Oct 79 

8 Dec 75-

15 Dec 75-

15 Dec 75-

15 Dec 75-

1 Oct 77-

I Oct 79-

1 Mar 82-
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Mr. ~dm/np/16043 

2 1 OCT 199f 
CESAD-PD-R (200) 

MEMORANDUM FOR mR, USA.CE, ATIN: CEMP-ZA, WASH, DC 20314-1000 

SUBJECT': Defense Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used 
Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS), Inventory Project Reports (INPR} 

1. As a result of an alleged high incidence rate of Hodgkin's disease 
within the South Patrick Shores SUbdivision, U.S. Representative Jim 
Bacchus asked several Federal and state agencies to investigate the site 
for potential hazardous and toxic waste problems that might exist in the 
area. 'Ihe Jacksonville District investigated the site for eligibility in 
the DERP-FUDS program. 

2. '!he site is located south of Patrick Air Force Base (former Banana 
River Naval Air station) • '!his site was evaluated and detennined to be 
ineligible for the DERP-FUDS program. '!here is no evidence that the South 
Patrick Shores SUbdivision site was formerly owned or used by the 
Deparbnent of Defense. 

3. copies of this report are concurrently being sent to CEHND-ED-PM, 
CESAJ-PD-EE, and Environmental Protection 'Agency, Region IV. '!he District 
should notify Congressman Bacchus of our findings and provide his office a 
copy of the INPR. 

4. '!he Division focal point is Gary Mauldin, CESAD-PD-R, at C'OMM 
404-331-6043 or FTS 841-6043. 

Encl 

CF (w/encl): 
CEHND-ED-PM 
CESAJ-PD-EE 
EPA, Region IV 

/s/ 
JOHN F. SOBKE 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 

MFR: Self-explanatory 
MAUI.DIN 

NOI'E: RE, PM reviewed with no corrnnents. 
PD 

200-le 
I04FL0027-- 01.08 0500 

IIIIIHlllllllllllllllllllllll/lllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll / 
y 



REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF: 

CFSAD-PD-R (200) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SOUTH ATLANTIC DIVISION, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

ROOM 313, 77 FORSYTH ST., S.W. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30335-6801 

2 1 OCT 1991 

MEIDRANDUM FOR CDR, USACE, ATI'N: CEMP-ZA, WASH, OC 20314-1000 

SlJBJECI': Defense Envirornnental Restoration Program for Fonnerly Used 
Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS), Inventory Project Rep::>rts (INPR) 

1. 'As a result of an alleged high incidence rate of Hodgkin's disease 
within the South Patrick Shores SUlxlivision, U.S. Representative Jim 
Bacchus asked several Federal and state agencies to investigate the site 
for potential hazardous and toxic waste problems that might exist in the 
area. 'Ihe Jacksonville District investigated the site for eligibility in 
the DERP-FUDS program. 

2. 'Ihe site is located south of Patrick Air Force Base (fonner Banana 
River Naval Air station). '!his site was evaluated and detennined to be 
ineligible for the DERP-FUDS program. '!here is no evidence that the South 
Patrick Shores SUlxlivision site was fonnerly ~ or used by the 
Deparbnent of Defense. 

3. Copies of this report are concurrently being sent to CEHND-ED-fM, 
CFSAJ-PD-EE, and Environmental Protection Agency, Region N. 'Ihe District 
will notify Congressman Bacchus of our findings and provide his office a 
copy of the INPR. 

4. 'Ihe Division focal point is Gary Mauldin, CFSAD-PD-R, at CCMM 
404-331-6043 or FTS 841-6043. .,,,-, - _ 

,/ / 

· . .. />~,J~~-------♦ /~ l--1 L \ . ~\/ ( j~ r (_,4 

Encl _,.,,.-·:: JOHN F ._SQ 
/ , Majo~al, USA 

CF (w/encl): 
CEHND-ED-PM 
CFSAJ-PD-EE 
EPA, Region N 

,/ 
// Commanding 



REPI_Y TO 

ATTf "ITION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. 0. BOX 4970 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019 

CESAJ-PD-EE {1110-2-1150b) 30 September 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, South Atlantic Division 

SUBJECT: DERP-FUDS Inventory Project Report (INPR) Investigation 
of South Patrick Shores Subdivision, Brevard County, FL. 

1. This INPR reports on the DERP-FUDS investigation of South 
Patrick Shores which was conducted during the past three months. 
Because of alleged high incidence of Hodgkin's Disease within the 
South Patrick Shores Subdivision, U.S. Representative Jim 
Bacchus, called upon several Federal and State agencies to 
investigate potential hazardous and toxic waste problems that 
might exist in the area. The Jacksonville District, Corps of 
Engineers has investigated the possibility that South Patrick 
Shores Subdivision was a formerly used military site. Site 
visits were conducted between 23 July and 23 August 1991. 

2. The site summary sheet (encl 1) and a recommended Findings 
and Determination of Eligibility (encl 2) are provided. A 
diskette containing all enclosures in ASCII and wordperfect 
format is provided as enclosure 3. 

3. We have determined that there is no evidence that this site 
was formerly owned or used by the Department of Defense and is 
therefore not eligible as a DERP-FUDS site. 

4. I recommend that you approve and sign the PDE. 

5. Points of contact are Peter Besrutschko, (904) 791-2298 or 
FTS 946-2298 and Don Nelson, (904)-791-3874 or FTS 946-3874. 

3 Encls 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
Commanding 
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SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET 
FOR 

SOUTH PATRICK SHORES SUBDIVISION 
24 SEPTEMBER 1991 

SITE NAME: South Patrick Shores Subdivision 

LOCATION: South Patrick Shores Subdivision is located in Section 
23, Township 26 South, Range 37 East, Brevard County, Florida, 
immediately south of Pineda Causeway, the south boundary of 
Patrick Air Force Base; see attached site location map (attach 
1) . 

SITE HISTORY: Patrick Air Force Base, an active Air Force 
installation, was known as Banana River Naval Air Station, 
between 1940 and 1948. The location of South Patrick Shores 
Subdivision is immediately south of the south boundary of Patrick 
Air Force Base. During the period 1940 to 1954, the area 
encompassing what is now South Patrick Shores Subdivision was 
undeveloped and predominantly marsh land. The site was 
investigated due to allegations by members of the community that 
the subdivision was constructed over a military landfill and 
reports of alleged high incidence of Hodgkin's disease in the 
neighborhood. 

SITE VISIT: Between 23 July and 23 August, several site visits 
were conducted. The land title records, Navy and Air Force real 
estate records, and the history of the former Banana River Naval 
Air Station were reviewed to determine if the DoD ever acquired 
or disposed of real estate interest in the property. No records 
have been located which would indicate that the DoD acquired any 
real estate interest or used the property on which the 
subdivision is now located. Because aerial photography from 1943 
through 1954 showed some type of scarring of the lands in the 
area where the subdivision is now located, the District conducted 
a more extensive investigation into the site to determine if the 
DoD had used the site without benefit of any real estate 
interest. Personal interviews were conducted with former Naval 
personnel stationed at the Banana River Naval Air Station between 
1941 and 1948 (attach 2), residents of the subdivision (attach 
3), and excavation workers and contractors who assisted in the 
development of the subdivision (attach 4). Based on the 
interviews it is concluded that debris of a military origin may 
have been found within the boundaries of the subdivision, 
however, former Naval personnel do not recall the military 
dumping in the subdivision area. According to former Naval 
personnel, the area was mostly undeveloped between 1941 and 1948. 

encl 1 



The U.S. Army Engineer Topographic Laboratories, Ft. Belvoir, 
analyzed aerial photography sets from 1943 through 1958 (attach 
5) to reveal that excavation and bulldozing occurred in the area 
where the subdivision is now located. However the resolution of 
the photography is not of sufficient quality to determine if 
military debris burying occurred. We have determined that there 
is no evidence that this site was formerly owned or used by the 
Department of Defense and is therefore not eligible as a DERP
FUDS site. 

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: None. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: None. 

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: Engineering Topographic 
Laboratories, Terrain Analysis Center, Aerial Photo analysis 
report, 23 Sep 1991 (attach 5). 

PA POC: Peter Besrutschko, (904) 791-2298 or FTS 946-2298, or 
Don Nelson (904) 791-3874 or FTS 946-3874. 

encl 1 



INTERVIEW WITH MR. CECIL NEAL 

Mr. Neal is a former Marine, stationed at the Banana River Naval 
Air station between 1945 and 1946 as a Brig Warden. As he lives 
in the Brevard County area, he is familiar with the South 
boundary of Patrick Air Force Base (Pineda Causeway) and the 
location of South Patrick Shores. To the best of his knowledge, 
he did not recall any dump in the area of south Patrick Shores. 
Did not recall to much about area except to say that POW camp was 
within boundaries of Navy property. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. WILLIAM SPIETH AND WIFE 

Mr. Spieth was a Navy aviation mechanic stationed at Banana River 
Naval Air Station from 1941 to 1945, his wife worked in the 
Public Works department at BRNAS from 1941 to 1945. Neither were 
to familiar with the south boundary of PAFB or the location of 
SPS. They both remembered the Navy dumping within the boundaries 
of the former BRNAS and could not recall any dumps off base. 
Area south of base was mostly scrub and palmettos. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. ART CORLEW 

Mr. Corlew was with an Army detachment assigned to guard German 
POWs at the Banana River Naval Air station. Served at BRNAS from 
1944 to 1945. Is familiar with current south boundary of PAFB 
and location of SPS. POW camp was located within boundaries,of 
BRNAS. No recollection of any activity within area of SPS, but 
did not recall what area south of base fence line looked like in 
1944. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. BARTON CAMPFIELD 

Mr. Campfield served in the Navy at BRNAS from 1943 to 1947, and 
is basically familiar with the south boundary of PAFB and the 
location of SPS. Because of the job he was assigned at BRNAS he 
had no knowledge of any Navy activity in the area of SPS but 
could recall that the area south of the base was mostly palmetto 
and scrub. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. CHARLES HUSON 

Mr. Huson was a Navy flight engineer stationed at BRNAS from 1942 
to 1943 training pilots on the PBMs. He was familiar with both 
the south boundary of PAFB and the location of SPS. He knows of 
no dumping by the Navy on the area of SPS. As a flight engineer, 
he overflew the area and stated that the only thing in that area 
was some wood pilings utilized by the Navy to check air speed. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. JAMES W. WHITE 

Mr. White was a Navr radio man stationed at BRNAS from 1942 to 
1943. He was familiar with the south boundary of PAFB and the 
location of SPS. To the best of his knowledge he could not 
recall anything like dumping in the area south of the Pineda 
causeway. He did not recall too much about what the area looked 
like in 42 and 43, except that a lot of palmettos existed south 
of the base. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. WARREN OSBORNE 

Mr. Osborne was a Navy electronics expert stationed at BRNAS in 
1941. While he was familiar with the south boundary of PAFB and 
the location of SPS, he could not recall how the area looked in 
1941. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. W.J. POSEY 

Mr. Posey was in the 1943 training class at BRNAS for 3 months 
and could not recall anything about the base. 

----------------------------------------------------------------
_INTERVIEW WITH MR. CLYDE MADDOCK 

Mr. Maddock was a Navy supply officer stationed at BRNAS from 
1942 to 1943. While he was familiar with the south boundary of 
PAFB and the location of SPS, he could not recall anything about 
the area south of the BRNAS during 42 and 43. 

-
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOE KOWALSKI 

Mr. Kowalski was a Navy aviation chief at the BRNAS from 1945 to 
1946. He was familiar with the location of SPS and the south 
boundary of PAFB. He did not recall any Navy material being 
placed on the area of SPS. Stated area was mostly palmettos. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. RALPH KING 

Mr King was a Navy radio man on PBYs stationed at the BRNAS from 
1941 to 1943. He was familiar with the location of SPS and the 
south boundary of PAFB. He did not recall any Navy material 
being placed on the area of SPS. stated area was mostly 
palmettos and water. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. J.F. HUNTRESS 

Mr. Huntress was a Navy Disbursing officer stationed at the BRNAS 
from 1946 to 1948. He was familiar with the location of SPS and 
the south boundary of PAFB. He did not recall any Navy material 
being placed on the area of SPS. stated area was all open area 
and composed of mostly palmettos and water. Said that there was 
no reason for Navy to go off base to dump with all land available 
to dump on onbase. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. LESTER CAMPBELL 

Mr. Campbell was a Navy Seaman stationed at the BRNAS from 1947 
to 1948, assigned to assist in the closing of BRNAS. He was 
familiar with the location of SPS and the south boundary of PAFB. 
He recalled that Navy material being placed south of fence in POW 
camp, thought POW camp was off base property. The Navy buried 
old wood and items such as furniture. Said area was 500 to 1000 
feet south of fenceline. 

---------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOHN E. BUTLER 

Mr. Butler was a Navy student stationed at the BRNAS in 1946 for 
three months. Did not remember anything about area. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. LES STANEK 

Mr. Stanek was a Navy Blimp pilot stationed at the BRNAS from 
1942 to 1944. He was familiar with the location of SPS and the 
south boundary of PAFB. He did not think that the Navy buried 
material or dumped material offbase in the area now SPS. He was 
shown the 1943 aerial photo of the SPS area. He remembers going 
south of BRNAS in jeeps to hunt alligators in the marshes, 
palmettos and scrub. He stated that the area south of BRNAS 
(SPS) is the place where they recreated. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. ERNIE MORRIS 

Mr. Morris was with the Navy stationed at the BRNAS from 1944 to 
1948. He was familiar with the location of SPS and the south 
boundary of PAFB. He did not think that the Navy buried material 
or dumped material offbase in the area now SPS. He also assisted 
in the surplus of materials at the closure of BRNAS. He stated 
that during the 1946 to 1947 time frame, there were several plane 
crashes in the area now SPS and that the Navy sent personnel into 
the area to cut roads to retrieve the planes. Two of the planes 
were such wrecks that the Navy personnel beat them to pieces in 
the SPS area. During the 1947 to 1948 time frame, Mr. Morris 
remembers the surplusing of remaining Navy material, (Jeeps, 
aluminum, drums, etc.). Stuff was sold in lots to purchasers who 
were then required to haul the material away. BRNAS was central 
surplus for area (BRNAS, Melbourne and Jax). He can recall that 
some of the material surplused was later found along side AlA. 
Thinks that may be salvage contractors might have dumped material 
on area now SPS. 

----------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. PAUL ROBERTS 

Mr. Roberts worked as a surveyor/engineer at BRNAS from 1941 to 
March 1948. He was familiar with the location of SPS and the 
south boundary of PAFB. He stated that there was no dump in area 
of South Patrick Shores. He said that he remembers that on south 
end of BRNAS, there was black sand mining. The mining operations 
were conducted on the beach side of AlA, but may have utilized 
the west side of AlA. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. DICK KUDRNA 

Mr. Kudrna was only stationed at BRNAS for three months in 1943. 
He was unfamiliar with the location of SPS and the south boundary 
of PAFB. He did not remember anything about area. 

----------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. HARRY BRUCE 

Mr. Bruce was a civilian electrical worker at BRNAS during 1946. 
He was familiar with the location of SPS and the south boundary 
of PAFB. He did not remember anything about area south of PAFB 
except that palmettos grew in the area. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. THOMAS A. EASON 

Mr. Eason was stationed at BRNAS in 1944-1946. He was familiar 
with the location of SPS and the south boundary of PAFB. He did 
not remember anything about area south of PAFB except that 
palmettos grew in the area. 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. MARGARET FOSTER 

Mrs. Foster worked as civilian employee at BRNAS from 1946-1948. 
She was familiar with the location of SPS and the south boundary 
of PAFB. She did not remember any dumping in area south of PAFB 
except that palmettos grew in the area. Lived in Melbourne 
during 1946-1948. 

------------------------------------------------------ ·---------
INTERVIEW WITH MR. GRAYBILL HARMON 

Mr. Harmon was stationed at BRNAS from 1944-1945. He was 
familiar with the location of SPS and the south boundary of PAFB. 
He did not remember anything about area south of PAFB except that 
it was covered with palmettos in the area. Lived in Cocoa during 
1944-1945. 
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INTERVIEW WITH DIANE BARILE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 

MARINE RESOURCES COUNCIL 
OF EAST FLORIDA 
August 9, 1991 

Ms. Barile has lived in Brevard County, Florida and is currently 
Executive Director of the Marine Resources Council of East 
Florida. She stated that while she was not familiar with actual 
knowledge regarding the alleged dumping within SPS, she had 
talked to some of the individuals who were stationed at the 
Banana River Naval Air station during WWII during a reunion had 
in Brevard County. At least one of the individuals (James 
Weatherall, 600 Cothern Avenue, Angleton, Texas) had told her 
that he was a Navy pilot during WWII assigned to Banana River 
Naval Air station and that he flew TBF & TBD planes that dropped 
DDT over the SPS area. The Navy pilots were utilized to carry 
4500 gallons of DDT over the area as part of a top secret 
experiment conducted by DOD in conjunction with the Department of 
Agriculture. Ms. Barile also indicated that if DDT was sprayed 
over SPS, most of the remains would have probably washed into the 
finger canals in Section 22 which lies west of South Patrick 
Drive and SPS. This is based on the water flows and the storm 
sewer runoff. She indicated that Florida Institute of Technology 
could (with some funding) takes samples in the finger canals to 
determine the materials in the muck and date the materials. 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH MRS. HELEN MANN 
SATELLITE BEACH, BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 

August 10, 1991 

Ms. Mann is a former cafeteria worker at PAFB and lived in SPS at 
136 SE 1st Street from 1965 to 1989. She stated that in digging 
in her yard at 136 SE 1st Street, she had found metal parts 
(unable to identify), kitchen debris (china), coke bottles, milk 
bottles and various other debris. She could not remember any of 
the debris which she dug up from her yard containing any insignia 
whatsoever. She was aware of a story that at least one house 
sunk after it was built because it was built over an airplane 
fuselage. The house had to be rebuilt. She also stated that 
when the sewer & water lines were replaced approximately 8 to 10 
years ago, that numerous debris was uncovered. 
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TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH BUD CLARK 
August 10, 1991 

Mr. Clark moved into house on 140 SE 3rd Street in SPS in 1960. 
Approximately 20 years ago during plumbing repairs found a part 
of a horizontal airplane tail stabilizer. Knew it was tail 
stabilizer because he used to work for airline. Has also found 
ribs of tail stabilizer and some aluminum. They were told when 
they moved in that SPS was built on top of Navy aircraft 
graveyard. Indicates Lubie Jones is deceased. Also said Jim 
Gaskin of Gaskin Drug store found practice bomb in yard. Thinks 
that Navy used site as aircraft graveyard. 

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH WARREN LIGHTFOOT 
August 10, 1991 

Worked for company building Pineda Causeway in 1960-1965 doing 
dewatering. Found airplane parts, car parts, tin cans, lumber, 
tree limbs are the extreme south edge of Causeway pavement. Does 
not know of anything in SPS, didn't work in area. 

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH ERNEST B. POWERS 
August 10, 1991 

Mr. Ernest Powers has lived all his life (1920) in Brevard 
County. Between 1938 and 1942 worked in Brevard County. 1942 to 
1945 was in military overseas. From 1945 to present lived in 
Brevard County. Lived in Melbourne area. 1945-1950 worked 
various jobs in Melbourne. Was not familiar with SPS during 1942 
to 1950. 
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INTERVIEW WITH JOYCE SANTEE, 7 Aug 1991 
1-48 SE lrst street, (407) 777-1709 

Mrs. Santee stated that clevises (au shaped piece of iron with 
holes in the ends trough which a pin is run to attach one thing 
to another.) were found on her property. 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. SHAMBAUGH, 7 Aug 1991 
1-40 SE lrst street, (407) 773-7856 

Found brass shells on property. 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. Eden Rosen, 7 Aug 1991 
1-62 SE lrst street, (407) 773-0800 

Found muffler system about 6 feet below ground, while excavating 
for replacing sewer. Note that the water table is about 2.5 feet 
at that location. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. Santee, 7 Aug 1991 
200 Pelican Drive, (407) 777-9159 

House to the right of property has a spot which cannot grow 
anything. Nothing will at this location. 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. Ramsey, 7 Aug 1991 
200 Pelican Drive, (407) 777-2828 

Found miscellaneous debri on property. 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. Linda Jones, 7 Aug 1991 
113 SE ~nd Street, (407) 777-4666 

Found a wheel assembly on property. 

INTERVIEW WITH LINDA JONES 

John Jones who lived at 109 SE 2nd st. had reported that a part 
of his house collapsed because of airplane wing, shifted or broke 
causing the hous to settle. His wife died of cancer. New address 
1000 Lambert Drive 
Abbey Marina 
Merritt Island, FL 32952 beeper 459-6774 

1 



INTERVIEW NOT OBTAINED - James Harris 
108 Dover street, sattlelite Beach 
(407) 773-0806 
(407) 494-2781 
Nothing will grow on a spot in his yard. 

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH Dale Bryant, City Manager Blakely GA 

He stated that his dad was a heavy equipment operator who worked 
overtime digging a large hole about 50' diameter, 10 1 depth, 
using a drag line (Marion drag line), drag bucket, and clam shell 
(1944 -1946). He and his father would scanvenge things out, such 
as drums, which was used to burn garbage in the backyard. The 
location where all this activity occurred was located just south 
of the southern gate. He knew that it was the southern gate 
because during the war you had to drive from cocoa, where they 
lived, thru two gates to get to the landfill. After getting thru 
the south gate, about 1/4 to 1/2 mile they would make a 90 degree 
right ·turn into Palmettoes. The hole was used to landfill 
regular, daily garbage. 

His father was involved in the construction of the air field, 
gravel was brought in on barges. 

PETER BESRUTSCHKO 
Environmental Engineer 
Environmental Resources Branch 
Planning Division 
Jacksonville District 

@) 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOE WICKHAM 
August 8, 1991 

Mr. Joe Wickham has lived in Eau Gallie, Brevard County, Florida 
since 1926. He is 80 years old and was a County Commissioner 
from 1952 to 1964 and has worked in the construction business 
since 1950. In the 1950's, he assisted in the surveying of AlA, 
in 1953, he helped out in South Patrick Drive, the western 
boundary of South Patrick Shores Subdivision (SPS). He knew Jack 
Taylor who was the developer of South Patrick Shores. Mr. 
Wickham stated that he remembers that Jack Taylor put in the best 
sewer system in the County at the time he constructed SPS in 1953 
to 1958. He also stated that the Melbourne Water system which 
supplied the drinking water to SPS was not the best in the 1950's 
and 1960's and stated that large amounts of chloroform were found 
in the city water during that time. The water system ended at 
SPS. He also stated that the area also had drainage problems 
after construction of SPS. Mr. Wickham was responsible for the 
construction of the finger and mosquito canals in Section 22 
(west of South Patrick Drive and SPS). Mr. Wickham was 
questioned regarding the use of the property by the Navy and/or 
Air Force. He stated that he did not remember the Navy ever 
burying material on the site, however, he does remember that 
there was Navy material (airplane parts, jeeps, wood, and other 
trash) on top of the ground. He stated that the area prior to 
the development of SPS was composed of savannahs (high 
ground/ditch/high ground/ditch). He stated that the Navy could 
not have buried the stuff because of the low water table (2 to 3 
feet). He also stated that Jack Taylor had any material found 
within SPS removed from the site prior to construction of homes. 

----------------------------------------------------------------
INTERVIEW WITH ROBERT A. CONNOR, SR. 

PRESIDENT OF ROBERT A. CONNOR, INC. 
August 9, 1991 

Mr. Robert A. Connor, Sr., age 60, is President of Robert A. 
Connor, Inc., a business specializing in land development, 
installation of_underground utilities, heavy equipment rental, 
and other types of construction. He stated that he was 
excavation contractor for Jack Taylor in the development of SPS. 
He stated that he did not find any Navy material during the 
excavation of SPS. He also stated that his company had done the 
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excavation to put in a lot of the swimming pools in the SPS and 
that his people did not find any Navy materials during the 
excavation of the pools sites. He also stated that he had 
assisted Mr. Wickham in the excavation of the canals in Section 
22. 

CONCLUSION: Mr. Connor would have been age 20 to 25 when SPS was 
developed. Based on the conversation with Mr. Connor, it would 
appear that he had more excavation and development interests in 
the properties west and south of SPS and not within SPS. He 
could not recall which part of Section 23 was developed first. 

INTERVIEW WITH CLIFF BEST 
FORMER EXCAVATION WORKER 

August 8, 1991 

Mr. Cliff Best, age 84, has lived in Brevard County, Florida 
since 1949 and now lives in Melbourne, Brevard County, Florida. 
Mr. Best stated that he worked in 1951 to 1958 for Al Swanson who 
was the excavation contractor for Jack Taylor the developer of 
SPS. Mr. Best stated during the first stage of development of 
SPS, he remembers finding aluminum parts, aircraft parts (pieces 
of wings, canopies, etc.) while doing the excavation of SPS. 
They also found one airplane fuselage of a Navy Hellcat, 40 to 50 
automobile batteries, 15 to 20 crushed 55 gallon drums, 10 to 12 
wrecked jeeps (some with engines but mostly carcasses), and 2-
fifty-five gallon drums that were half filled (one with motor oil 
and one with hydraulic fluid). All materials that were found 
were hauled away by Central Iron & Salvage Company of Orlando. 
Best stated that most of the material was found was found in the 
northeast part of Section 2 of SPS, the first area developed by 
Mr. Taylor. 

SUMMARY: The account of Mr. Best would place the Navy material 
far north of the area shown on the aerials as having been 
scarred. However, the county records disclose that the first 
area developed was Section 1 which is located right over the area 
shown on the ae~ials as having scarring. 
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CEETL-TC (CESAJ-PD-EE/19 Aug 91 ) (111 0-2-l l S0b) 1s t End 
SUBJECT: Determination of El igibility for South Patrick Shores, 
South of Patrick Air Force Base, as a DERP-FUDS Site 

Commander and Director, U.S. Army Engineer Topographic 
Labqratories, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5546 

FOR Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District, Jacksonvil l e, P.O. 
Box 4970, Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019 

1. Enclosed is the final report for the study requested. 
Exhibits are included as enclosure 2, which are enlarged 
annotated photos, keyed to this report. 

2. The Terrain Analysis Center has analyzed a total of nine sets 
of aerial photography, ranging in date from 1943 - 1984. Our 
final conclusions indicate that the disturbed area shows eviden~e 
of material removal. The resolution of the photography i s not of. 
sufficient quality to determine if the burying of military waste 
actually occurred on this site. The disturbance was long term 
and left a long-lasting scar upon the ground. 

3. If you have any further questions, or if this matter needs 
further coordination, our points of contact are Mr. Richard 
Dobie, DSN 345-3840, commercial (703) 355-3840; or Mr. Michael 
Barwick, DSN 345-2948, commercial (703) 355-2948. 

2 Encls 
wd encl 1· 
Added 1 encl 
2. as 

2 

J HN 
1·e enant Colonel, EN 
A ing Commander and Director 



Rf Pl Y TO 
ATTENTION O~ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVIU.E DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. 0. BOX 4970 

JACKSONVllLE, FL~ 32232-0019 

CESAJ-PD-EE {1110-2-1150b) 19 AUGUST 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR Colonel David . Mane, Commander and Director, 
U.S. Army ineers Topographic Laboratories 
Fort oir, Virginia, 22060 - 5546 

SUBJECT: Determination of eligibility for South Patrick Shores, 
South of Patrick Air Force Base, as a DERP-FUDS site. 

1. Reference: Telephone conversation with Allen Dewall from the 
Terrain Analysis Center, indicated that the U. s. Army Engineers 
Topographic Laboratories has photo interpretive talents required. 

2. Currently the Jacksonville District U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is investigating the eligibility of the South Patrick 
Shores area as a DERP-FUDS site. Despite extensive investigation 
we still lack conclusive evidence establishing that debris 
allegedly uncovered by local resident came from a landfill and 
was military in origin. 

3. We are seeking evidence to confirm or disclaim allegations 
that a portion of South Patrick Shores was built on top of a 
military landfill. Request enhanced photo interpretation of the 
enclosed aerial negatives taken in 1943, 1951, 1958 and a 1947 
print. The photo analysis should establish the following for 
each year: 

a. Estimate surface area shown in the disturbed site. 
b. Develop topographic map of site. 
c. Develop site comparison to the undisturbed site. 
d. Note if large vehicles, airplane carcasses, drums 

exist. 
e. Establish the nature of the disturbance indicated in 

the aerial photos. 

4. Request you furnish the cost estimate to perform this work, 
so that we can transfer funds. 

5. My point of contact on this matter is Peter Besrutschko at 
904-791-2298. Request you provide a POC for further needed 
coordination. 

Encl ~TEL.;:L'LCV 

''Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
Commanding 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEER TOPOGRAPHIC LABORATORIES 

TERRAIN ANALYSIS CENTER 
FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060-5546 

CEETL-TC-TB 20 September 1991 

SUBJECT: Transmittal of materials 

TO: US ARMY CORPS of ENGINEERS 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 
400 W. BAY STREET 
ATTN: Peter Besrutschko 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 33232 

1. Enclosed are the following material (s) 

A. Analysis report of South Patrick Shores (6 pages) 

B. 24 x 30 mounted photographs (8) 
1 each of the following: 

14 February 1943 
26 February 1944 
17 JLme 1947 
8 December 1947 
2 April 1951 
9 November 1954 
23 April 1958 
10 December 1984 

C. Tropic Quadrangle 1:24,000 1947 edition (1) 

D. Tropic Gruadr-a.ngle 1:24,000 1988 edition (1) 
with 3 ERDAS inserts. 

2. Should additional information be required, please call 
Michael Barwick at 703/ 355-2948. 



SOUTH PATRICK SHORES ANALYSIS 

A. TOF"OGRAF'HY 

~he main landform type characterized by this area can best 
be described as a low-lying barrier island. The topography of 
the site and its surrounding area are characterized by a linear 
ridge and trough system that runs north-south, parallel to the 
coast. These ridges are subtle, usually less than 10 feet above 
mean sea level (MSL). The terrain rises from the Atlantic Ocean 
to Highway A1A. It then descends into a trough that begins the 
alternating ridge/trough landscape. Over the years changes in 
the area have occurred, the topography has undergone many 
changes. Land development has caused the area to ~e drained, 
graded, and leveled to its present day appearance. 

B. DRAINAGE 

The drainage pattern at the site has evolved over the years. 
Surface drainage at one time was through the troughs of the 
ridge/trough system. Many attempts have been made to improve the 
drainage of this area most commonly, the use of drainage ditches 
to carry water. The water table is high, possibly due to an 
impervious layer of Cocino Sandstone that is overlain by a porous 
sand, causing water to "pond" between the layers. 

C. PHOTO INTERPRETATION 

14 February 1943 

The ground disturbance seen in the 1943 photographs 
cannot be clearly defined. However, speculations about the 
disturbance could be related to one or more of the following, but 
are not limited to these possibilities. Speculations about the 
disturbances are: 

a. Ghemical related- There is a possibility that some 
type of chemical has defoliated the area. Aerial spraying could 
be an explanation. 

b. Water related- This is not probable because the 
crosses elevations, which is not a typical area of disturbance 

practice for water. 

c. Fire related- Because the disturbed area does not 
correspoMd to a normal burn scar, forest experts are skeptical of 
this possibility. 

d. 
·:=;egments, it 
confi.gurat.iori 

Man-made- The disturbed area contains many linear 
also has curvilinear segments. The shape and 

of the area does not suggest land clearing. 



There is n o evidence of depressions, digging , bulldozing, 
dumping , or removal o f san ds. The e longated por t ion of the 
disturbed ar ea · l ies in a trough . The central por tion of t h e site 
i s t he most devoid of vegetat i on a nd ·1ies at a higher elevation. 
Th ree (3) s eparate sets of t racks terminate in t h is area and 
a nother t rack runs along the western edge. Th e r oad net wor k 
suggests t hat the central area is the focal point of the s i te. 
Est imated surface area of t he disturbed area is 69 . 9 acres . 
Another disturbance can be d etected northeast of the si te. The 
a rea is already being reclaimed by vegetation. 

The main All-Weather, Hard Surface <AWHS) road through t he 
a rea is F lorida AlA. An All-Weather , Loose Surface <AWLS) r oad 
l eads i nto the site. The orientation o f this road suggests that 
the road receives traffic from the nor th and south . A s econd 
AWLS road runs parallel to the site, this road lies west of the 
site and runs from t he military reservation boundary southward to 
where it II Ts II into another AWLS just so1.1th of the site. Another 
AWLS road picks up at the reservation boundary and goes northward 
to a hangar/taxiway area. There may or may not be a gate at this 
location. A track just west of the si te, runs south from the 
mi l i tary reservation. This track lies in a trough and connects to 
t he mai n access road. Several other tracks branch from the main 
access road in t o the central por. t ion o f the disturbed area. 

26 February 1944 

A small c leared area can be observed on the 
photographs. There has been same removal of materials from this 
location. Immediately to the south, land is being cleared along 
the ridgeline. The land scarring seen in the 1943 photographs 
can still be detected, however the vegetation is coming back and 
this area probably won't be noticeable in a couple of years. The 
o ther portions of the photographs show similar scars. 
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A new access road is present, its orientat i on suggests 
that its primary use will b e f rom the north . In fact, a trai l of 
s o i l mater i al can be see n on highway AlA heading in t he northern 
d irec t ion . 



10 Apr il 1945 

An expansion of the site is noted i n these photogr aphs<Th ese 
ph otos are n ot supplied due to their poor quality) . Evidence of 
t he r emoval of materia l s can be noted. Def inite bul ldozer 
activity is t aking place al ong t he ridgeline . No t r aces of the 
l and scarr i n g seen on the 1943 p hotographs exist and vegetation 
has made total reclamation of the area . 

The road n etwork has not changed since t he 1944 
photog raphs . It looks like some of the trac ks ass6ciated with 
the land clearing change locations when different areas of the 
site are be ing cleared . 

17 June 1947 

Man-made characteri st ic s exist in t he s ite. Signs of 
bulldozing can b e o bserved i n two separate areas, as ev i denced by 
scrap ings on the photographs. Whether the bulldozing is being 
done in conj unction with the extraction of materials, disposal of 
materials, or some combination of both activities can not be 
d etermi ned. 

AiA 
S l ight depressions c a n be o bserved in the two locations where the 
bulldoz ing has taken place . Tailing piles are l ocated to the 
east, s o uth , and west o f the main depression . The bulldozing at 
the largest depression i s being done on a ridge featur e (This 
would tend to suggest excavation o f mater ials) . Bulldozing at 
th e sma ll er depress i on is in a t r ough area. 

Th e r oad network rema ins virtually the same as in the 
1945 photographs . Just off the main access road several 
ob jec ts(unidentifi abl e) can be seen . Bulldozer scar s can be seen 
to - the south, west, and east. Evidence o f vegetation clea r i ng 
can a lso be noted to the south of the depression . The • AWLS road 
to t he west is stil l presen t and s eems to be in goad shape (which 
t end s ta i ndicate use and upkeep) . A new trac k i nto t he site 



'~cm the south branches out into the two active areas. A network 
of tracks connect the main access road with different portions of 
the site. 

8 December 1947 

Site area looks similar to the earlier 17 June 1947 
photographs. A couple of major changes have occurred during the 
elapsed time. The most important change noted is in the size of 
the site. More material has been removed from the major 
bulldozed area along the ridge line, The material has been taken 
from an area that was being cleared in the June photographs. 
Distinct marks are left on the surface. These marks indicate 
definite bulldozer activity. Combining the June and December 
photographs gives strong evidence to the theory of material being 
taken for construction purposes. There is still an area south of 
the bulldozing that is being cleared of vegetation, suggesting a 
continuation of the clearing and removal practices of the past. 

2 April 1951 

The area of disturbance in the 1951 photographs is 34.2 
acres. The area of disturbed ground is larger than the area 
shown in the 1947 photographs which suggests an expansion of the 
site in the 1947 - 1951 time frame. In these photographs, 
activity at the site seems to be slowing down. This is evidenced 
by a scattered resurgence of vegetation in the area. Only areas 
currently being used are void of vegetation. In the cleared 
areas only 2 locations show signs of bulldozing activity, as 
indicated by scrapings on the surface. 

Road pattern is much like it was in the 1947 
photographs. The major difference is there are not as many 
tracks and these tracks are in poor condition. Some tracks have 
completely disappeared, others suffer from disuse and lack of 
maintenance. This decline in the road network supports the 
theory that the actual site is being utilized less. 

9 November 1954 

Due to vegetation reclaiming parts of the site, the 
size of the disturbed area is smaller. This activity indicates 
that the site is returning to its original state. The portion of 
the site that has been the most active in the past, now appears 
to be dormant. The area where the most material was removed in 
past years shows a dark continuous tone, suggesting a wetness to 
the surface. Activity in this area has terminated, possibly due 
to the amount of water an or near the surface. New activity can 
be noted en a small scale in two other areas within the site. In 
these dreas, we notice fresh earth and signs of bulldozer 
activity. 
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Ro•d p~tt~rn~ Are R~~entially the sam• a s they were in 
the 195 1 photographs . The only major difference is the addition 
of an AWLS r o ad, added just south of the site . This road r uns 
east - west across the island . The only other difference would 
be i n road use . Tracks which are not u sed are disappearing . 

23 Apri l 1958 

· The area of disturbance is now 7.9 acres. The northern 
portion of the site has been graded and leve led. A subdivi sion 
has been built on this land . Another subdivision has been built 
to the south. The Sou th Par k Waste Treatment Plant was built in 
the 1957 - 1958 time frame, west of the si te. Most o f the site 
area has been or is in the process of being reclaimed by 
vegetation . There is some evidence of fairly recent bulldozing 
activity in a portion of the site and . some clearing work is being 
don~ just to th~ south . · 

The road network has changed drastica lly since the 1954 
photographs . Tracks now enter the site primarily from the south. 
One track leads-into the site from th• waste treatment plant and 
several tracks enter from the subdivision to th~ south . One t rac k 
s wings around the site from the northern subdivision to the 
subdivision to the south. This trac k goes through an area that 
shows evidence of being cleared . 

10 December 1984 

The site can no longer be seen on the photographs . 
Drainage has been upgrade d . The area has b een g raded and leveled 
so t hat the community o f South Patrick Shores now fully occupies 
the 21.rea. 



D. CONCLUSIONS 

Nine sets of 9x9 stereo photography were analyzed for the 
following years: 1943, 1944, 1945, 1947, 1951, 1954, 1958, and 
1984. Interpretations of the vegetation, topography, drainage, 
~oad networks, and man-made characteristics were analyzed for 
0ach stereo pai~. Over the 41 year period that was studied, the 
site evolved tremendously. Along the way, the site has been 
altered significantly. In the 1943 photographs the site was not 
much more than scrub growth vegetation and wetlands. Drainage 
ditches and sy~tems were added to improve the drainage and lower 
the water table. Material has been extracted from the site, 
specifically the ridge areas. Other material may have been 
deposited. The site has been graded and leveled and now it is 
occupied by the South Patrick Shores subdivision. 

The road network into the site has varied aver periods of 
time, always in conjunction with the amount of activity in the 
area. In the 1943 photographs the main access road into the site 
is oriented so the traffic flow can access the area from both 
northern and southern directions. In later years, the main 
access road shifts direction, as the interest in the site shifts 
south. The orientation of the main access road suggests that it 
LS used more from the north. The road is angled to allow easy 
access into and out of the site from the north. In fact, dirt 
from trucks can be observed on highway AlA toward the north. 
This access road remains in use until the area becomes partially 
developed. The 1958 photographs show no main access from highway 
A1A. Tracks lead into the site from the subdivisions and the 
newly built waste treatment plant. Finally, in the 1984 
photographs, all traces of the road network into the site are 
gone. Now the road pattern of a subdivision exists. 

The evidence of man-made activity in the site consists of 
road networks, drainage practices, and bulldozer activities such 
as mounds of earth, scrapings on the surface and removal of 
material. The elapsed time between the June and December 1947 
photographs show a substantial removal of material from a 
ridgeline in the site. There are also signs of a continuation of 
this process. The photographs do not show the material being 
moved to another-portion of the site so we have to assume that 
the material was being removed from this location. No fires 
were observed in the site area and there w~s no recognition of 
equipment or materials that would lend support to the presence of 
c":\ dump. 

The bottom line simply states that positive confirmation can 
be made for the removal of materials, but the dumping of 
materials cannot be evidenced. 























DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM 
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES 

FINDINGS' AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

BANANA RIVER NAVAL AIR STATION 
SOUTH PATRICK SHORES SUBDIVISION 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. south Patrick Shores subdivision is located immediately south 
of Patrick Air Fore~ Base, just south of the Pineda causeway, the 
south boundary of P~trick Air Force Base. Patrick Air Force Base 
was known as the Banana River Naval Air station (BRNAS) from 1939 
to 1948 and was an auxiliary field to the main Naval base at 
Jacksonville. The Acting Secretary of the Navy executed three 
Declarations of Taking to acquire 1822.55 acres of land in fee 
for BRNAS. The location of the 1822.55 acres is north of the 
Pineda causeway, bet.ween Cocoa and Melbourne, Florida. A total 
of 774 acres, more or less, were acquired by Civil suit 44, filed 
23 Oct 1939. A tot~l of 52.55 acres, more or less, were acquired 
by civil suit 61, filed s April 1940. The other 996 acres, more 
or less, were acquired by Civil Suit 80, filed 25 Sept 1940. 
None of the fee lands acquired by the Navy were located within 
what is now South Patrick Shores Subdivision. The Navy did not 
acquire any leases of properties in the vicinity of South Patrick 
Shores Subdivision during the period 1939 to 1948. 

2. Construction of BRNAS began with clearing and grubbing 
operations on 260 acres in December 1939. A channel was dredged 
from Eau Gal lie to f:RNAS and the seaplane area was also dredged. 
When completed, anotiher 540 acres was cleared and g_rubbed and 
covered with sand spoil. Seawalls, ramps and the hanger apron 
were constructed beginning February 1940 and the first hanger 
construction as well as construction of temporary BOQ, barracks, 
dispensary and storehouse began in April 1940. The BRNAS was 
formally commissioned in October 1940. During WWII, BRNAS served 
as a seaplane, anti-submarine, patrol base and pilot training 
station. During the period of Navy use, mosquitoes. and sand 
flies were constant !problems. Between November 1944 and March 
1945, a major mosquito eradication program was authorized, which 
was of an experimental nature. This included the spraying of 
vast salt water marsh swamps from Titusville on the west to cape 
Canaveral on the east, to Eau Gallia and Indialantic on the 
south. This area i~cluded Cocoa, Cocoa Beach, Merritt Island, · 
South Patrick Shores Subdivision, and BRNAS. The base history 
states that a comprehensive summary of all this work in its many 
phases was made in the station History report from 1 January 1945 

Encl 2 



to 1 April 1945. (No copy of this report was located). Based on 
other records found 1 these swamps were sprayed with four quarts 
of 5% solution of DDT in distillate oil #2 or .4 of a pound DDT 
per acre from airplanes. Spraying of DDT continued until base 
closure. Because of the location of south Patrick Shores 
Subdivision in relation to BRNAS, (now Patrick Air Force Base), 
and because of the past discovery of debris of a military origin 
found with the boundaries of the Subdivision, a military landfill 
was suspected to haYe existed in the location of what is now 
south Patrick ShoreE Subdivision. Between 1939 and 1948, the 
period that BRNAS was an active Navy installation, the lands on 
which south Patrick Shores Subdivision now exists, were 
predominantly swamp lands covered with palmettos. Aerial 
photographs of the area between 1944 and 1954 show scarring and 
land clearing of the lands which indicate bulldozer activity in 
the area, however, the resolution of the photography was not of 
sufficient quality for a determination to be made of military 
debris being placed in the area during the time frame. Real 
estate records of the Navy and Air Force indicate that the 
Department of Defense never acquired a real estate interest in 
the property on whi~h south Patrick Shores Subdivision now 
exists. According to Naval personnel stationed at the BRNAS 
between 1941 to 1948, the Navy did not use the lands on which 
south Patrick Shores Subdivision now exists as a dump site nor 
was it a landfill. There are reports that several airplane 
crashes occurred in the area and that the Navy destroyed the 
planes in the area. There are also reports that Naval personnel 
utilized the area for 11 recreational11 purposes, driving jeeps into 
the area to hunt al~igators. 

3. BRNAS was deactivated on 1 August 1947 and declared surplus 
to Navy needs. Navy records disclose that a minimum of 292,826 
items were sold as surplus from the BRNAS. These included 661 
vehicles, 25 pieces of heavy equipment, and 2620 items of plant 
equipment. Sales of. these materials commenced in late 1946 and 
continued into 1948. Interviews with Naval personnel stationed 
at BRNAS between 1946 and 1948 disclosed that a lot of the 
material surplused by the Navy was taken by the purchasers of the 
surplus material ana.dumped off base. The individuals reporting 
this occurrence indi~ated that they lived to the North of the 
base and that the surplus material they saw was dumped north of 
the base. BRNAS was transferred to the Air Force in September 
1948. The BRNAS was in Air Force caretaker status until October 
1949. The Joint Long Range Proving Ground was utilized by the 
Army, Navy and Air Force until May 1950, when the Air Force was 
given sole responsibility for the site. In August 1950 the site 
became Patrick Air F-:>rce Base, its current name and the entire 
1822.55 acres is sti~l assigned to and under the control of the 
Air Force. Development of South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
started in the mid 1950 1 s. According to an excavation worker, 
during the first stage of development, aluminum, aircraft parts 
(pieces of wings, canopies, etc.), an airplane fuselage of a Navy 
H!llcat, 40 to so automobile batteries, 15 to 20 crushed fifty
five gallon drums, 1:, to 12 wrecked jeeps (some with engines but 



mostly carcasses), ~nd 2-fifty-five gallon drums that were half 
filled (one with motor oil and one with hydraulic fluid) were 
found. All materials that were found were hauled away by Central 
Iron & Salvage company of Orlando. Aerial photography taken in 
1943, 1944, 1945, 1947, 1951, 1953, 1954 and 1958 were reviewed 
by the u.s. Army Engineer Topographic Laboratories, Terrain 
Analysis Center, For,t Belvoir, Virginia . Their final conclusions 
indicate that the d~,sturbed areas that were apparent on all the 
aerials in the locat'ion of what is now. south Patrick Shores 
Subdivision, shows evidence of material removal and bulldozing in 
the area, but no evidence of aboveground dumping of materials. 
The resolution of the aerial photography was not of sufficient 
quality to allo~ a c\etermination by the analysts if the burying 
of military debris, waste or other refuse actually occurred on 
the site where south Patrick Shores Subdivision is now located. 
After development, individual lot owners have uncovered 
additional debris of a military origin. The area is now 
completely developed into residential homes. 

DETERMINATION 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been 
determined not to be, formerly used by the Department of Defense. 
It is therefore not ,eligible for the Defense Environmental 
Restoration Program - Formerly used Defense sites established 
under 10 use 2101 et seq. 

eneral, USA 
Commanding 
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ABSTRACT 

This report presents an analysis of aerial photography of 

the South Patrick Shores subdivision, located in south Patrick, 

Florida. The site was analyzed to assist the Environmental 

Protection Agency's (EPA) Region 4 in its assessment of disposal 

activity before construction of the subdivision. 

Collateral information supplied by EPA Region 4 states that 

disposal of military hardware may have occurred here. 

Findings include ground scars, excavations and pits, mounds 

of debris, and unidentifiable light-toned objects. 

The EPA's Environmental Photographic Interpretation Center 

in Warrenton, Virginia, a branch of the Advanced Monitoring 

Systems Division of the Environmental Monitoring Systems 

Laboratory in Las Vegas, Nevada, performed this analysis at the 

request of the RCRA Enforcement Division of EPA Region 4 in 

Atlanta, Georgia, and the Office of Emergency and Remedial 

Response in Washington, D. C. This analysis covers the period 

between 1943 and 1958, and the report was completed in December 

1991. 
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INTRODUCTION 

An analysis of aerial photography was performed on the South 

Patrick Shores subdivision, located in South Patrick, Florida . 

The site comprises approximately 75 . 3 hectares (186 acres) . 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agenc:y's {EPA) Region 4 

requested this analysis to assist in their assessment of disposal 

activity prior to construction of the So uth Patrick Shores 

subdivision in 1956 . The area is suspected to have been a 

military hardware dump site. 

Figure 1 shows the site location, keyed to a photocopy of a 

U.S. Geological survey (USGS) 1:24,000-scale! topographic map . 

Site boundaries or areas used in this analys:is were determined 

from observations made from the aerial photography in conjunction 

with collateral data supplied by EPA Region 4 and do n ot 

necessarily denote legal property lines or ownership. 

Aerial photography of South Patrick Shores was obtained to 

represent the period from 1943 to 1958. 1 Black and white 

photography from 1943, 1944 , 1945, 1947 , 1951, 1953, 1954, and 

1958 was used for this analysis. 

Collateral information supplied by EPA Region 4 states that 

residents of South Patrick Shores "continue to find military 

hardware" buried in the area. 
Findings indicate that disposal activity has occurred in 

this area. Ground scarring is present throughout the period of 

analysis. Pits and excavations are also observed onsite, some 

with probable stains. Piled multi-toned debris is seen in 1945, 

and unidentifiable light-toned objects are observed in 1947. 

Possible drums are visible in 1954, and part of the subdivision 

appears in 1958. 

~A complete listing of maps and photography used in this 
report is provided in the References section. 

1 
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The EPA's Environmental Photographic Interpretation Center 

in Warrenton, Virginia, a branch of the Advanced Monitoring 

Systems Division of the Environmental Monitoring Systems 

Laboratory in Las Vegas, Nevada, performed this analysis at the 

request of the Superfund Support Section of EPA Region 4 in 

Atlanta, Georgia, and the Office of Emergency and Remedial 

Response in Washington, D.C. This analysis covers the period 

from 1943 to 1958, and the report was completed in December 1991. 
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METHODOLOGY 

A search of government and commercial sources was undertaken 

to obtain the best available aerial photography of the site 

spanning the desired time frame. The photography and other 

sources of information used in this report are listed in the 

References section. 

The analysis was performed by viewing backlit transparencies 

of aerial photography through stereoscopes. Stereoscopic viewing 

creates a perceived three-dimensional effect which, when combined 

with viewing at various magnifications, enables the analyst to 

identify signatures associated with different features and 

environmental conditions. The term "signature" refers to a 

combination of visible characteristics (such as color, tone, 

shadow, texture, size, shape, pattern, and association) which 

permit a specific object or condition to be recognjzed on aerial 

photography . 

The terms "possible" and "probable" are used to indicate the 

degree of certainty of signature identification. "Possible" is 

used when only a few characteristics are discernible or these 

characteristics are not unique to a signature. "Probable" is 

used when incrementally more characteristics are discernible. No 

qualifying terms are used when the characteristics of a signature 

allow for a definite feature identification. 

Photographic prints were made from those years of aerial 

photographic coverage that reveal significant information about 

the site. The analyst's findings are annotated on overlays to 

prints and described in the accompanying text. Site boundaries 

or areas used in this analysis were determined from observations 

made from the aerial photography in conjunction with collateral 

data supplied by EPA Region 4 and do not denote legal property 

lines or ownership. 

Due to factors inherent in the photographic printing 

process, prints do not exhibit the level of detail that is 

visible in the original aerial photography. Therefore, some 

features identified from the aerial photography may not be 

clearly discernible, or even visible, on the photographic prints 

presented in this report. 
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AERIAL PHOTO SITE ANALYSIS 

FEBRUARY 14, 1943 (FIGURE 2) 

A series of drainage channels extend north-south parallel to 

the shoreline beyond the area visible on the print. The lack of 

relief makes determination of drainage direction in these 

channels impossible. 

One of these channels is annotated as an example. These 

drainage channels will only be annotated and discussed if 

significant disposal activity is observed adjacent to the 

channel. 

An area of scarred ground is present in an otherwise 

vegetated environment. This area of activity will be referred to 

as the active area. Numerous ground scars (GS) are located 

throughout the site. Some of these ground scars are sparsely 

vegetated. The scattered ground scars in the north end of the 

active area appear to be the result of grading. 

South of the northern ground scars are• a series of access 

roads (not annotated) that extend generally westward from the 

main roadway. Unless otherwise stated, only new access roads 

will be annotated. 

A shallow excavation (EX) contains a pit, a light-toned (LT) 

object (O), a probable vehicle (V), and light-toned material (M) . 

Unlike some of the scarred areas, the excavation is completely 

void of vegetation. 

The unidentifiable light-toned material observed in the 

excavation is located primarily near the edges of the excavation. 

This light-toned mateiial appears to be mounded at the southern 

extreme of the excavation, and south of the excavation. It is 

fine-textured and much lighter than the surrounding soil. 

4 
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FIGURE ·2 
S . PATRICK SHORES FEBRUARY ' 14, 1943 APPROX. SCALE I :8,600 
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LEQ£ND 

D - Drums 
DG - Disturbed Ground 
DK - Ouk-Toned 
EX - Excavation 
FA - Fill Area 
GS - Ground Scar 
LQ - Liquid 
LT - Light-Tone d 
H - Nate.rial 
MK - Hounded Katerial 
HT - Hul ti-Toned 
o - Object 
PL - PlUllle 
R - Refuse 
sr - stain 
'fR - Trench 
V - Vehicle 

- Access Road 
- Orai nage Channel 

(lndeterminate Direction) 
- Edge of Slope 
- Refuse concentration 
- Site Boundary 
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FEBRUARY 26, 1944 (FIGURE 3) 

Scattered ground scars and fine-texrured, light-toned 

material are observed in the northern ~ection of the active area. 

The pit was visible in 1943, and a probable stain (ST) is 

seen within the pit this year. More light-toned material is 

located directly south of the pit. 

A smoke plume (PL), indicating open burning, extends 

eastward over the water. Two possible vehicles are visible 

adjacent to the access road. 

The excavation present in 1943 has been expanded southward. 

Multi-toned (MT) material, probably refuse (R), is noted within 

and just east of the excavation. Light-toned material (not 

annotated) is also noted at these locations. 

Light-toned mounded material (MM) is seen near the southern 

extent of the ground scarred area. This material, although 

mounded, is similar to the light-toned material observed 

elsewhere on the site. 

An access road extends southward from the excavation to two 

relatively small ground scars. 

6 
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FIGURE ·3 
S. PATRICK SHORES FEBRUARY 26, 1944 APPROX. SCALE I : 8,200 
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LEGEND 

D - Drums 
0G - Disturbed Ground 
DK - Dark -Toned 
EX - Excavation 
FA - rill Area 
GS - Ground Scar 
LQ - Liquid 
LT - Li9ht-Toned 
M - Material 
KM - Hounded Material 
H't' - Multi-Toned 
O - Object 
PL - Plu111e 
R - Rafuse 
ST - Stain 
TR - Trench 
V - Vehicle 

- ACCBSS Road 
- Drainage channel 

(lndeten,:inate Direction} 
- Edge or Slope 
- Retuse concentration 
- Site 80Uhdary 



APRIL 10 1 1945 (FIGURE 4) 

Ground scars are found at approximately the same locations 

as in 1944. An excavation, located farther north than the one 

observed in 1944, is noted this year. This excavation may be 

used for disposal. A trench (not annotated) is visible parallel 

to the inside edge of the excavation. A possible pit with a 

probable stain is seen in the northern end of the excavation. 

The location of this possible pit near an access road, and the 

consistent probable stain within it suggests possible liquid 

disposal. Farther south, within the excavation, is an area that 

is somewhat darker-toned (DK) than the surrounding ground. 

Burning was occurring in this vicinity in 1944, and this may 

account for the dark-toned area. 

Two piles of multi-toned refuse are located on the western 

edge of a drainage channel. The edges of the two refuse piles 

are delineated with a dashed line. The refuse in the smaller, 

round pile appears to be stacked higher than that in the larger 

pile. A significant shadow is cast by the refuse in the smaller 

pile. 
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FIGURE 4 
S . PATRICK SHORES APRIL 10, 1945 APPROX. SCALE 1 :e,aoo 
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LZG!:ND 

0 - Oru:m.s 
DC - 015eurb•d Cround 
DK - Oark--Toned 
EX .. Excavat lon 
,,.. - 1111 ,..,, .. 
GS - Ground Scar 
LQ - Llqgid 
L'I' - Light-Toned 
M - Material 
MM - Hounded Material 
MT - " u ltl ... Tone.d 
0 - Obj•ct 
Pt. - Plu::ie 
R - Refuse 
ST - Stain 
TR - Trench 
V - Vehicle 

- Access Road 
- Dralna9• Channel 

(Inde terminate Direction) 
........,... - Edge ot Slope 

- Retu:se ConcentratJon 
- Site Boundary 



DECEMBER 8, 1947 (FIGURE 5) 

Extensive ground scarring is visible in the active area. 

Ground scars are now seen north and south of the access road near 

the eastern site boundary. These ground scars were not visible 

in 1945. 

A trench (TR) with dark-toned material and an adjacent area 

of light-toned mounded material are located in the northern 

section of the site. East of these features and the annotated 

ground scar is a probable pit with dark- toned material . 

A possible pit is farther south and west in the active area. 

The pit with the probable stain seen in 1943, 1944, and 1945 is 

not visible this year. 

Multi- toned mounded material is visible adjacent to a 

trench. This mounded material is dark- toned on o n e side of the 

mound and light-toned on the other side. The dark tone visible 

on the mound does not appear to be vegetation. 

The excavation visible in 1945 appears to have been mostly 

filled, although some remnants of it are visible. An edge-of

slope symbol denotes part of the original excavation seen here in 

1945. The possible pit, trench, and mounded material, all 

observed this year, are in the location of the 1945 excavation. 

Approximately 24 oblong light-toned objects with rounded 

ends are lined up in a row . Immediately adjacent to this row of 

objects are a dark- toned area and an excavation. The dark- toned 

area is parallel to the row of objects . 

There is no evidence of the multi-toned refuse seen in 1945. 

This area is now annotated as a fill area (FA) . 

Multi- toned mounded material is seen south of the l ight

toned objects and excavation . This mounded material is similar 

to that seen adjacent to the trench farther nort h. It i s dark

toned on one side, and light-toned on the other. 

An access road extends southward from the active area . This 

road is narrower than the ones visible farther north. This 

access road is observed throughout the remainder of the analysis. 

It will continue to be annotated, but is not discussed further . 

10 
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D - Drums 
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OK - Oark-Ton8d 
EX - Excavation 
FA - Fill Area 
GS - Ground sc~r 
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LT • Light-Toned 
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APRIL 2, 1951 (FIGURE 6) 

Vegetation growth is occurring on the scarred areas noted in 

previous years. The ground scars are not as pronounced as they 

were in 1947 . 

The possible pit seen in 1947 appears to have been filled, 

and is not visible this year. The pit seen this year is located 

farther west than the possible pit observed in this area in 1947. 

A trench which was seen in 1947 remains visible, although the 

mounded material seen adjacent to it in 1947 is no longer seen. 

The approximately 24 light-toned objects, dark-toned area, 

and the excavation observed in 1947 are not seen this year. 

Another excavation, noted east of the former location of the 

oblong light-toned objects, is seen this year. This excavation 

is located near where the piled multi-toned refuse was observed 

in 1945. 
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FIGURE ·6 
S . PATRICK SHORES APRIL 2, 1951 
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_ APPROX . SCALE 8,500 
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D - Drui:as 
0G - Disturbed Ground 
OK - Dark-Toned 
tX - Excavation 
FA - Fill Area 
cs - Ground Scar 
LO - Liquid 
LT - Light-Ton•d 
H - Material 
HM - Mounded Material 
H1' - Multi-Toned 
o - Object 
PL - Plume 
R - Refuse 
ST - Stain 
TR - Trench 
V - V@hicle 

- Access Road 
- Drainage: Channel 

(lndetenainata Dlr~ction) 
- Edge of S l ope 
- Refuse conc■ntrat lon 
- Site Boundary 



DECEMBER 17, 1953 (FIGURE 7) 

Scattered ground scars, pits and excavations are visible 

onsite. The areal extent of the active area has not changed 

since 1951. 
The excavation, first observed in 1951, remains onsite . The 

pits were not seen in previous years. Liquid (LQ) noted in the 

excavation and pits is probably rainwater. 
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APPROX. SCALE I: 7,600 

LECEND 

o - orum.s 
00 - Oisturbed Ground 
OK - Dark-Toned 
EX - Excavation 
FA - Fill Area 
GS - Ground Scar 
l,Q - Liquid 
LT - Light- Toned 
M - Material 
MM - Hounded Material 
MT - Multi- Toned 
O - Object 
PL - Plume 
It - R.efus@ 
ST - Stain 
TR - Trench 
V - Vehicle 

- Access Road 
- Drainage Channel 

( tndeterminata Direction) 
- Edge oC Slope 
- Retuse concentration 
- Site Boundary 



NOVEMBER 7, 1954 (FIGURE 8) 

There is decreasing evidence of onsite activity. 

Revegetation is occurring in the active area. 

A vehicle , probably a truck, is seen on the access road. 

Adjacent to the vehicle and the access road is a pit with dark

toned material . This pit was seen in 1951, but no dark-toned 

material was visible . 

Approximately 14 possible drums (D) are seen in an area near 

the access road. 

The access road extends farther west this year than in 1951 . 

It extends to a linear drainage channel (not annotated). A 

ground scar is seen in this drainage channel south of where the 

access road terminates. 

Farther east, the excavation that was visible in 1951 is 

still observed here. A second smaller excavation not noted 

previously is also seen here. 
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FIGURE - 8 
S . PATRICK SHORES NOVEMBER 7, 1954 APPROX . SCALE . 4,800 
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APRIL 23, 1958 (FIGURE 9) 

A subdivision has been constructed over the northern portion 

of the active area. 

The ground scars and excavation seen in the southern portion 

of the active area in 1951 and 1953 are still evident. The area 

of ground scars has revegetated, indicating minimal recent 

activity. A pit is now located south of the excavation . The 

second, smaller excavation noted onsite in 1954 is not seen this 

year . 

A new access road is visible this year south of the active 

area. Near the southern end of this access road is a series of 

linear disturbed ground (DG) areas. They radiate from the access 

road to individual ground scars . Two of the disturbed ground 

lines, and three of the ground scars are annotated. 

The locations of the piles of refuse and the large 

excavation, observed in 1945, are annotated on this year of 

photography 'to indicate where probable disposal activity occurred 

in relation to the new subdivision. 
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FIGURE . 9 
S. PATRICK SHORES APRIL 23, 1958 APPROX. SCALE 1:7,400 
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REFERENCES 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Date 
February 

February 

April 10, 

December 

April 2, 

December 

November 

April 23, 

MAP 

Source 
USGS 

Mission Agency Orig. EPIC 
Agency Code Frame 11. Scale Frame 11. 

14, 1943 NARS 1 CYS lC:50-52 1:20,000 35929-35931 

26, 1944 DIA2 16PS 1: 3 5-37 1:20,000 35932-35934 

1945 DIA 5M165 1-V:56,57 1:20,000 35938,35939 

8, 1947 NOS3 45C 47J:546,547 1:28,500 36005,36006 

1951 ASCS 4 CYS 3H:175-177 1:20,000 35923-35925 

17, 1953 DIA 53AFR 186-l88VV 1:15,000 35935-35937 

7, 1954 NOS 54W 3619,3620 1:20,000 36000,36001 

1958 ASCS CYS 4V:198-200 1:20,000 35926-35928 

Name Scale Date 
Tropic, FL 1:24,000 1988 

1National Archives and Records Administration 

2Defense Intelligence Agency, U.S. Department of Defense 

3National ocean Survey, U.S . Department of Commerce 

4Agricultural Stabilizatio n and Conservation Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 

20 



South Patrick Shores Subdivision 
I04FL0027 

Findings and Determination of Eligibility 

--/--/1995 

United States Naval Air Stations of World War II 



()(1 

l\T()lll .. l) l\Ti\ll 11 

\T()tlJ)IE I: l~1lS'rEilN S'l11l'l'l~S 

BY 

• 



00013024 

DEDICATION 

This book is dedicated to the over 300,000 men and ll'Omen of 
Naval Aviation during World War JI: the ones who tried lo make 
the grade and/ailed; those who suceeded cmdfaithjit!ly led their 

counhy to victo,y,· and finally, the individuals who paid the 
ultimate price and lost their lives in the struggle. 

{ op) rrght I Q</s h)· \'1 L ShctO~. Jr 

\I ;::vod. N, <>.'lrt of this book 'Tlay t,., 
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The ~a\JI I xp111smn ,\.-1 111 l'Hl! ,1u1hnri1cd u 

lllllJ•lf air Slbl!t•n rn the Suu1hca~1 I he I lcpbum 
H(w'<l Jc,1JcJ to huild 11 111:.1111 l,.u;e JI J,u:k,nn,ilk 
and n sm:dh:r llnc oear r ,,c,u &!ad1. 111~ N:n~ 
cho ►~c a 1.k2J am: sue l•n u cou~i;,I s1nr rct\1ccn lhc 
fl-iln,111,1 RI\ tr, a bndlocl,;,,:I ,alt•\l.atcr lag<1,,n, and 
the ,\llun11c O~c::in Aller tht• cx~nd1ture nl SI Ii 
rnill1un Qn cunslrud11>n uf a ~cJplanc l'ia!><, the 1',;11 \ 

u,n11111~,11>ncJ ~i\-. B.irtana R1"cr O,tobcr 1, 1941j 

In JUI~ I tJ~ I. ~i>. ln1111ng ()R~h tran,forrctl In 

lkm:ina R11cr cu rclie1c 1hc congc~llon al Norlol~ 

Aller l'l!",111 11.irbor, lhe l'HM~ bi.>gan Jail) 
,u11buhmarinc fMlrol~ with the hltnpurar} 
u,p.:n,io, ol Utt II aintn · mis,ton In \.1.1n.h 1942 

,coutinµ :.q1mtlrnn v..,. l9 formed 111th 0\2ll 
"-.in~·l1-h,, ,. thcr.:h, all,,11mg the Plll',.1\ 111 r..-~urnc 
lrain111g. In.it \'l~ar :,;l\1 tlw c)t.thl1shmc111 of " 
rhtl111~raptm l,1horJIOI') ,111<.I II l\;I\ igalin11 ,chool 
I h,: }jJ,) ,1ho wn~uu..:10:d an ,ttrlklJ tlwt Of'Cnetl 111 
Nt1h•1t11-t\!'r With th..: urgun11.iliun nf lh..: Na,.,I -\11 
Opc1.111on I r.uning C,imntJntl in lot,: Jt)4J, ()II 
Vf'82 #' ..:orn1111s~1nncd and co11Ju,:11:d u11cr:ltum11I 
Imming in the l'Bl'-.1. I ho: 011 ,•pcr.1h:J li l'tfM, 
,11 11, pt!nl. rm11•,·r Hukr, \\htch rcmmrwJ 11n th1· 
l>a.-.. Jlrno,1 the c nlm; ''""r ,.1d ,, conun~clll .11 
Bana11a Rt\ ·r ~\p,•r,,nl•ntin!_! \\ ,1h l>hnJ lnndiui; 
.:qu1r,mcn: 'iro/,'Ct /l,1J.. ul!h .1,-d :1 ml\eJ ha~ ,1f 
am:m11 lh.11, tll \ an111is ttmes, indudc,J the I'\ , 
1'8'1 JM, R"<ll IUI> I 1\\1 SNli, ,NC', <,II, 
1'04 Y N2S, tr,,I "-J• i 11 e XJO. the Na\)'• ingk 

t I ti' l<llll 10 t<> I 
( I 

1HHl 

NAS Banana River, Florida 
ovcrh..iuhn!f thnst! )l,l1Ions F(,h in luti: 111+4 . 
\111w~1 t ,(J l klka1~ ,,ere.- 1111 bl1.1rd ai unc umc in 
1 Jnous i.ig..:, ,11 overhaul ..ind ~:. replacement:.. 

/I'-:'. I. ba~d 1,11 R1d1mond, Florida, used Ban:ma 
River fi1r J blunp Jcta~hm~nt 1:onJu~tmg 
a1111;uhrn.uinc patrols and sl'areh rc!>Cue missic,ns Jn 
I 1thruar) 19-tl lhc ~tau1•r1 n:c.:c1wd the I tir.in 
l rairung !)chool, trun~li:m:d 11,,m I loll} 1\ood, 

1 lurida. r<.~uh1ng Lhn:.: 1110n1h:. latl.T rr th~ forming 
,)f ~n .\1 ia1i11n Na\ ,~jlion I r.1.111111~ lliul In law 
194-l am.I earl) 1<>--1,. lleadquartt'..., Squadron I l~el 
\1r Wtn~ 12 \\US on Lhc s1.11ion \\tth an OS:?1I anJ 
~n S\J \,~.w and 11!- 1<,.mglishcr.. depan..-J thc 
,1,1t10n alter Vl·-Da} 

In Jul:, 19-45, a l•BM mi;ht nav1ga11011 tr.1101ng 
tlij/hL 1Silh ;i .:r,:\1 of 12 m.:n from Banunu R11er to 
(irc.u I l\111nn, Bahamas ,ind had., tailed 10 return. 
.\n eight da) search b:, planes and bo:it, came lo 
naught 1111h11ut .1 ~ingl.: trJcc uf th, aircrau ur the 
nc\\ On llcLct11bcr 5. a l'BM launched on o 
,.-.1rch MtJ rc,.:oo mis1>1on lor th.: tnlamous I light 

I 'I nul ttl Ft. l.,1uderdalc. nhn n111i!ih1!d 1vilh11111 a 
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trace, retnh•run~ lhl· rTI}\ltlllll' ,,1 th.: "Hem1u,.IJ 
tnangk." ,~cc 11 I aud•·rdak> 

Phy~ica.J li.1ttltt11.,.._ at R:uwna Rt~cr wn\lslc<l of' lour 
'i,01111 ll. :isph::ill rum1:t)S, Ill,• seaplane l\·1'-l' .ind 
one blimp mooring cirdc. In [ll--14 the ~tat1110 
..:omplcmcnt con,"1ed ,11 191 officer 2➔Y:! 1:nli,tc:d 
men, and "87 ci111liaffi 1111h hllleting a1.11lahk tur 
-118 ot•iccr, and 1197 ,:nlish:d men I he number of 

aircn1ft pr,:~cnt on th~ b.1sc real.id 111 27>< I he 
stau,;n·~ atrc:raU 11.-;u:111} c:onsi~t,-d of unc JRC. w11? 
GI I, one GB Beech. one SNJ, ,ind two ~tcann;in,-. 

Foll<m 1ng the \\ar, B,111Jna River slm1 I) 110tmd 
do,~n and final!} dost·d on September -1. t9-l7. In 
I 941t the •talion ro!ach\al,!d lo ~upport _. Jll•Ol 

,umud ,cr1 ice~ pmjccr cr.:a1cJ 01 lape Cn11;11 cral 
C11sto1h of !111\S llan:inu Rhcr tr.insfcrrcd tu the \ir 
Force ~n September 1. 19➔8 fodu)'. lb Pa1ric~ 
t\1-B the tociht) ,,. hcadqu.1rtc~ lor lh.: L \J\I 
l'usrcm Spaw umf Mi'.>.,tlc ( i:m~r. I he Ccntc1 1s 
r.:,,poosibl.: tor th" Last.:r11 f 1:,1 Range th:11 ..:xtcnd, 

I 0.00() mile~ Jo,1 n range from ( c1rie Kcnnl!d) 

1 u~ l!f 11 np.. nruu11d 
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FDEP South Patrick Shores FUDS Reassessment Request 
to USACE 



October 30, 2018 

Colonel Andrew D. Kelly 
Commander, Jacksonville District 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
701 San Marco Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 

RE: South Patrick Shores, DERP-FUDS Project Number I04FL0027, Brevard 

County, Florida 

Dear Colonel Kelly: 

As you may be aware, in addition to the inquiry USACE has received, the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection and USEPA have received multiple information 
requests regarding the South Patrick Shores site.  The South Patrick Shores site is a 
residential community located in Satellite Beach, immediately south of Patrick Air Force 
Base.  The Banana River Naval Air Station (BRNAS) operated from 1939 to 1948. It 
operated as seaplane, anti-submarine, patrol base and pilot training station during World 
War II. Following the war, the South Patrick Shores subdivision (SPS) was built 
immediately south of BRNAS (now Patrick AFB) on what had been mostly undeveloped 
and predominantly marsh land. 

The USACE October 1991 Inventory Project Report (INPR) for South Patrick Shores 
states that there were allegations of the SPS being built on top of a military landfill and 
reports of alleged high incidences of Cancer (Hodgkin’s Disease) in the subdivision. 
Most of the INPR interviews of people associated with the BRNAS either do not recall or 
remember the Navy dumping in the SPS area. However, one interview from former Navy 
Seaman Lester Campbell, stationed near the end of BRNAS in 1947-48, indicates Navy 
material (i.e., old wood, furniture) was buried 500 to 1,000 feet south of the BRNAS 
fence line within the former POW Camp.  There is no discussion of specific munitions 
related to the BRNAS in the INPR. South Patrick Shores was deemed FUDS ineligible by 
USACE in October 1991 due to no evidence of above ground dumping and the fact that 
the historical photography was of such poor quality, it could not be determined if burying 
of military wastes took place. 

I04FL0180 
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The site was added to the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and 
Liability Information System at the request of U.S. Congressman Jim Bacchus in 1991 in 
response to an apparent increased incidence of Hodgkin’s Disease.  EPA completed a 
Preliminary Assessment (PA) in October 1991, followed by a Screening Site Inspection 
(SSI) in March 1992. Evidence presented in the SSI demonstrates the presence of debris, 
large excavation areas containing liquid or wet soil, and suspected waste disposal areas. 
Approximately 45 samples were collected during the SSI. Samples were analyzed for 
metals, pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs). Only one of the samples collected from a shallow well indicated an exceedance 
of health based criteria, therefore, EPA designated the site as No Further Remedial 
Action Planned. 

Recent reports have indicated additional discovery of extensive buried debris, including 
munitions, old transformers, and airplane parts.  Residents have also expressed concern 
over inadequate testing associated with the previously completed SSI.  In re-reviewing 
the PA and SSI reports, along with historical aerials from 1943, 1951, 1958 and 1969, 
evidence of scarring is clearly seen to the south of the former BRNAS, in the area 
currently known as South Patrick Shores.  The scarring and interview statements about 
dumping up to a half-mile south of the former BRNAS, along with recent reports of 
buried military debris, provide enough evidence to support additional investigation 
beyond what was completed under the 1992 SSI. For example, the recent ordnance 
discovered by Ms. Sullivan (165 Dorset Lane) is approximately 0.5 mile south of the 
boundary of the current PAFB and outside of the former SSI investigation area. 

The Department respectfully requests that USACE reconsider its previous FUDS 
ineligibility determination. Based on the physical evidence of multiple sources of buried 
military debris within the South Patrick Shores subdivision, along with interview 
statements of dumping up to a half-mile south of the former BRNAS, the site was clearly 
used by the Department of Defense (DoD), or by its agents, and therefore should be 
eligible for funding per paragraph (1) (c) of the Department of Defense Manual (DoDM) 
4715.20, March 9, 2012: 

(1) Undertaken by a DoD Component within the United States: 

(c) At a facility or site that is not on real property that is or was owned by, 

leased to, or otherwise possessed by the United States and under the jurisdiction of the 

Secretary of Defense, provided that contamination attributable to the DoD has 

migrated from (e.g., by groundwater flow), or military munitions have come to be 

located on (e.g., munitions landing off an operational range that were not promptly 

retrieved), a site described in subparagraphs a.(1)(a) or (b) of this section. This can 

include contamination attributable to DoD whether or not it has commingled with 

contamination attributable to another source. 

I04FL0027 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, in cooperation with the Department, has 
committed to reassessing South Patrick Shores to determine if hazardous substances have 
been released to the environment, and if so, evaluate the threat posed to human health. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.  We look forward to future discussion 
on this issue.  If you require additional clarification or other assistance, please feel free to 
contact me at 850/245-8790. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Bahr, P.G., Acting Director 
Division of Waste Management 

cc. George (Chip) Whitton, USACE-South Atlantic Division 
George.H.Whitton@usace.mil 
John Keiser, P.E., USACE-Jacksonville District john.e.keiser@usace.army.mil 
Teresa Booeshaghi, FDEP Teresa.Booeshaghi@Floridadep.gov 
Laura Barrett, FDEP Laura.K.Barrett@Floridadep.gov 
John Winters, P.G, FDEP John.Winters@Floridadep.gov 
Aaron Watkins, FDEP-Central District Aaron.Watkins@Floridadep.gov 
Kim Rush, FDEP-Central District, Kim.Rush@dep.state.fl.us 
Cathy Amoroso, USEPA Amoroso.Cathy@epa.gov 
Michelle Thornton, USEPA Thornton.Michelle@epa.gov 
File 
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