
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 4970 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019 

October 1, 2019 
Regulatory Division 
North Permits Branch 
Jacksonville Permits Section 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Permit Application No. SAJ-1986-20099(SP-PRJ) 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  The Jacksonville District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit 
pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403) as 
described below: 

APPLICANT: Gate Hospitality Group 
1830 Epping Forest Drive 
Jacksonville, Florida 32217 

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United States 
associated with the St. Johns River.  The project site is located at 1830 Epping Forest 
Drive, in Section 43, Township 3 South, Range 27 East, Jacksonville, Duval County, 
Florida. 

Directions to the site are as follows:  Traveling from downtown Jacksonville take the 
Acosta Expressway South across the St. Johns River to the Hendricks Avenue/ State 
Road 13 exit. Turn onto Hendricks Avenue and travel south.  Continue on Hendricks 
Avenue traveling south as it turns into San Jose Boulevard.  Follow San Jose Boulevard 
traveling south to Epping Forest Yacht Club. Turn west onto Epping Forest Drive and 
follow to the marina located on the western portion of the property on the St. Johns 
River. 

APPROXIMATE CENTRAL COORDINATES: Latitude 30.247943° 
Longitude -81.641963° 

PROJECT PURPOSE: 

Basic: The basic project purpose is navigation. 

Overall: The overall project purpose is to access navigable waters from the Epping 
Forest Yacht Club basin. 



EXISTING CONDITIONS: The project site is the Epping Forest Yacht and Country Club 
located along the St. Johns River. The site includes an existing previously authorized 
71-slip marina that was damaged by storm events. The adjacent upland parcel includes 
the private residential development as well as the amenities of the Epping Forest Yacht 
and Country Club. 

PROJECT HISTORY: The Gate Petroleum Oil Company received authorization to 
dredge the marina basin and construct a 71-slip marina on October 14, 1986. Then on 
July 24, 1987, the same Permittee received authorization to install up to 6 channel 
markers at the entrance of the marina.  On August 8, 1990, Epping Forest Yacht Club 
received authorization to dredge the boat basin to a depth of -6.5 NGVD. Since then, 
the applicant has made unauthorized additions to the marina. The pervious permits 
were transferred to Gate Hospitality Group on April 10, 2019. 

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant seeks authorization to dredge 4,649 cubic yards of 
material to a depth of -6.5 NGVD located within the Epping Forest Yacht Club marina 
basin. The dredge material would be taken to an upland disposal site located on the 
north end of Cathy Tripp Lane North near Jacksonville Baldwin Trail as depicted on the 
project drawings. 

The applicant proposes to construct two wave attenuators and add another finger pier to 
the south side of the main pier. The 9-foot by 51-foot wave attenuators would be 
located where there is a gap in the existing breakwater on the north and south sides of 
the marina as depicted on the attached drawings. The additional finger pier would be 
4 feet wide by 40 feet long as depicted on the enclosed project drawings. 

The applicant proposes to reconstruct previously authorized parts of the marina which 
include 3 gangways, all main access piers and finger piers, boat slip mooring pilings, 
and 2 fenders. The main access piers include three 4-foot by 20-foot gangways leading 
to the main access walks. The main access walks consist of a 9-foot by 527-foot pier 
located on the north side of the marina, a 9-foot by 464-foot pier located on the south 
side of the marina, and an 11-foot by 245-foot pier in the center of the marina that leads 
to a 4-foot by 20-foot gangway and boat house. The design of the north and south piers 
would be extended to the length noted above, although they were originally authorized 
at 505 feet and 445 feet respectively. The pier on the north would include nine 5-foot 
by 40-foot finger piers, two 5-foot by 50 foot finger piers, and one 6-foot by 50-foot 
finger pier. The pier on the south would include seven 4-foot by 40-foot finger piers, two 
4-foot by 50-foot finger piers, and one 6-foot by 50-foot finger pier. The pier on the 
south would also include the addition of the proposed 4-foot by 40-foot finger pier as 
mentioned above. The center pier would include fifteen 4-foot by 30-foot piers. The 
marina reconstruction would also include 34 mooring pilings that are associated with the 
boat slips and two fenders that are located at the entrance of the marina. The fender on 
the north is 35 feet in length and the fender on the south is 34 feet in length. 
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The applicant requests after-the-fact authorization for 4 dolphin piles, 16 boatlifts, 2 
floating docks, 2 walkways alongside the existing boathouse, and 4 mooring piles. The 
four dolphin piles are comprised of four pilings each and create a boat slip 100 feet in 
length located on the outside of the south side of the marina.  The sixteen boatlifts are 
located along the center pier as depicted on the project drawings.  The two floating 
docks include a 30-foot by 50-foot floating dock located near the boat house on the 
northwestern corner of the center pier and one 20-foot by 20-foot floating dock located 
just north of the existing concrete deck that is located in the southeastern corner of the 
marina as depicted on the project drawings. The two floating docks accommodate 
kayaks and small sailboats. The two existing walkways include a 2-foot by 71-foot 
walkway alongside the south side of the boat house along with four adjacent mooring 
piles to create a 70-foot boat slip.  The second walkway is located on the west side of 
the boat house and is 2 feet wide and 51 feet long. There are no additional mooring 
pilings adjacent to the 51-foot walkway. 

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION INFORMATION – The applicant has provided the 
following information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the 
aquatic environment: 

The applicant proposes to dredge the existing marina basin and reconstruct the marina 
since it was damaged from the storm. 

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION – The applicant has provided the following explanation 
why compensatory mitigation should not be required: 

The applicant did not propose compensatory mitigation. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES:  The Corps is not aware of any known historic properties 
within the permit area.  By copy of this public notice, the Corps is providing information 
for review.  Our final determination relative to historic resource impacts is subject to 
review by and coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer and those 
federally recognized tribes with concerns in Florida and the Permit Area. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES: 

Since the proposal is for in-water work in waters accessible to West Indian Manatee 
(Trichechus manatus), Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta), Green sea turtle 
(Chelonia mydas), Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Hawksbill sea turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricata), Kemp's Ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), Smalltooth 
sawfish (Pristis pectinata), and Shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum), the Corps 
utilized The Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, and the State of Florida Effect 
Determination Key for the Manatee in Florida – April 2013 (Manatee Key) to evaluate 
the potential impacts to the manatee.  In addition the Corps used The National Marine 
Fisheries Service Jacksonville District’s Programmatic Biological Opinion (JAXBO) – 
November 20, 2017, to evaluate the potential impacts to the 5 sea turtles, sawfish, and 
sturgeon. Through use of the Manatee Key and the JAXBO, the Corps determined that 
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the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the West Indian 
Manatee (Trichechus manatus), Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta), Green sea 
turtle (Chelonia mydas), Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Hawksbill sea 
turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Kemp's Ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), 
Smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata), and Shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser 
brevirostrum). The determination of may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the 
manatee did not require further consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  In 
accordance with the project-specific review process established in the JAXBO, a Project 
Design Criteria checklist, certification that the activity meets the applicable PDCs, and 
supporting documentation for the proposed activity will be sent to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service for their review. 

Since the proposed work is located within the Core Foraging Area for the Wood Stork 
(Mycteria Americana), the Corps evaluated the potential effects of the proposed work on 
the Wood Stork through the use of The Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Jacksonville Ecological Services Field Office and State of 
Florida Effect Determination Key for the Wood Stork in Central and North Peninsular 
Florida – September 2008 (Wood Stork Key). Through use of the Wood Stork Key, the 
Corps determined that the proposed work would have no effect on the Wood Stork 
(Mycteria Americana). 

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This notice initiates consultation with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as required by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 1996. The proposal would impact approximately 
3 acres of river bottom utilized by various species. Our initial determination is that the 
proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally 
managed fisheries in the St. Johns River.  Our final determination relative to project 
impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination 
with the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the 
applicant.  This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance 
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program.  The jurisdictional line has 
not been verified by Corps personnel. 

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be 
required from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and/or one of the 
state Water Management Districts. 

COMMENTS regarding the potential authorization of the work proposed should be 
submitted in writing to the attention of the District Engineer through the Jacksonville 
Permits Section, P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019, within 15 days from 
the date of this notice. 
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The decision whether to issue or deny this permit application will be based on the 
information received from this public notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to 
the associated wetlands. This is based on an analysis of the applicant's avoidance and 
minimization efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed. 

QUESTIONS concerning this application should be directed to the project manager, 
Paula R. Johnson, in writing at the Jacksonville Permits Section, P.O. Box 4970, 
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019; by telephone at (904)232-2503 or by electronic mail 
at paula.r.johnson@usace.army.mil. 

IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Coordination with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Marine Fisheries 
Services, and other Federal, State, and local agencies, environmental groups, and 
concerned citizens generally yields pertinent environmental information that is 
instrumental in determining the impact the proposed action will have on the natural 
resources of the area. 

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of 
the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public 
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization 
of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from 
the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All 
factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including cumulative 
impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics, esthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, 
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food, 
and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in 
general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on 
the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the 
Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or the 
criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection Research 
and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be granted unless its issuance is found to be 
contrary to the public interest. 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is soliciting comments from the public; 
Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested 
parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any 
comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, 
modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this determination, 
comments are used to assess impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water 
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. 
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine 
the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
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COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval 
constitutes compliance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto 
Rico, a Coastal Zone Management Consistency Concurrence is required from the 
Puerto Rico Planning Board. In the Virgin Islands, the Department of Planning and 
Natural Resources permit constitutes compliance with the Coastal Zone Management 
Plan. 

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request a public hearing. The 
request must be submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated 
comment period of the notice and must state the specific reasons for requesting the 
public hearing. 
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EPPING FOREST YACHT CLUB 
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NOTE: As a supply only project. It is the obligation of the 
contractor to confirm sufficient water depth fo r float 

modules depth during extreme low tides. Should a float 
bottom out due to insufficient water depth, any damage 

caused shall be outside the warranty parameters. 
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F.W.=FIAT WASHER 
D.W.=000< WASHER 
L.W.=LOCKWASHER 
M.B.=MACHINE BOLT 
C.B.=CARRIAGE BOLT 
ICB=INTERNAL COUNTER BALANCE 
H.D.G.=HOT DIPPED GALVANIZED 
S.S.=STAJNLESS STEEL 
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water clearance at 
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:E Existing floats Within blue dashe<l area are to remain. but will receive all 
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WARNING BEUJNGHAM MA.RINE 
INDUSTRIES, INC. HAS BEEN 
NOTIFIED BY ITS WOOO PRESERVERS 
THAT iHf CHfMICAlS USED IN THE 
WOOO TilfATMEM" PROC:ES'S ARf 
tcHOWN TO CAUSE CANCER. 

•. 
\\t-lENTt-ESE~WINGSANDCESIGNARE 
BASED ONA 'PROf'OSEO SlRIEY'. IT IS 
ADVtSA8l.E TOKi\VEAA AC11W.. .AS8UILT 
SURVEY' PRJORTO EAR.Y PROOUCTION. 
RB.EASE BASED ON A PROPOSED SURVEY 
IS THE CUSTOMER'S RESPONSIBILITY. 
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this dock on last 
page of this drawing 
package to show 
water clearance at 
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SUBASSEMBU6 SHOUlD BE tiANDLEOwmt CARE 
DURING INSTAUATIOH ANO SHOULD NEVER Bf STOOD 
OR WALKED UPON PRIOR TO FINISHED ASSEMBlY. 
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SYSTEM OfSIGNER AND LOCAL CODE AUTHORl1'Y. 

NOTE STEEL WELDMENTSARf HOT DIPPED GALVANIZED (HOG) AFTER fASRlc.ATION. AU. NUTS, BOLTS, 
AND WASHERS WIU Bf AYJ7 HOG STEEL, OR STAINLESS STEEl GRADE 304. THE GALVANIZED COATING 
ON HOG mu PARTS ts A SACRlfla.u MA.TfRlAl THAT DEGRADf.S OVER TIM£. GALVANIZED PARTS Will 
OORROOE AITTR EXPOSUR.f TO SALTWATER, AND HAVE A UFE fXPECt'ANCV OF 5 TO 10 VEARS. ROUTINE 
MAINTENAHCE ANO/ OR REPlAC£MENT Will SE REQUIRED. 
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