DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TO October 7, 2019

ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Division
South Permits Branch
Palm Beach Gardens Permits Section

PUBLIC NOTICE
Permit Application Number SAJ-1997-02355(SP-LCK)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Jacksonville District of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and Section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403) as described below:

APPLICANT:

Town of Hillsboro Beach

Attn: William Serda

1210 Hillsboro Mile

Hillsboro Beach, Florida 33062

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United States
associated with the discharge of fill material along the shoreline of Palm Beach County
and adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean. The project is located along approximately 3,230
linear feet of shoreline from FDEP monuments R-6 + 750 feet to R-10 (Section 5, 8, and
17, Township 48 South, Range 43 East) Broward County, Florida.

Directions to the site are as follows: From Interstate 95 exit at Hillsboro Beach and head
east to A1A. Turn south on A1A Drive to Southeast 7" St. Turn east on SE 7t St. to SE
215t Ave. Head south, the project site lies on the east side of SE 215t Ave.

APPROXIMATE COORDINATES:

Latitude Longitude
Fill placement northern limit 26.30535° | -80.07638°
Fill placement southern limit | 26.29893° | -80.07791°

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: The basic project purpose is shoreline stabilization.

Overall: The overall project purpose is stabilization of the shoreline on Hillsboro and
Deerfield Beach.



EXISTING CONDITIONS: The project area is located along the shoreline between the
Atlantic Ocean and single family residential developments and condominiums to the
west. There are existing groins along this stretch of beach. Substantial erosion has
occurred along the beach in this area due to hurricane Irma in 2017. There are natural
nearshore reefs offshore of the proposed fill placement area approximately 486 feet
from the construction toe of fill. Sub-tidal areas where the fill material will be placed
consist of sand. Boca Raton Inlet is located approximately 2.1 miles to the north of the
project area.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to perform a onetime truck haul that will
place approximately 70,350 cubic yards of compatible beach quality sand along 3,230
linear feet of shoreline, from FDEP monuments R-6 +750 to R-9. A berm elevation of
+7.5 feet (NAVD) will be established. All design sections will incorporate a 1V:10H
foreshore/nearshore slope. Approximately 9.40 acres (62,461 cy) of material will be
placed above the high tide line (HTL), and 7.64 acres (7,896 cy) of material will be
placed below the HTL. Beach compatible sand will be transported to via dump truck to
the project area from one of three upland mines - Immokalee (Steward Mining Inc.),
Witherspoon (Vulcan Minerals) and/or Ortona (E.R. Jahna). Access to the beach would
be provided via the oceanfront property located at 1185 Hillsboro Mile. Sand will be
offloaded directly onto the beach’s berm, above the mean high water line, within the
Project area. Once the sand has been deposited within the fill template, the material
will be loaded ad transported using a variety of heavy equipment including backhoes
and all-terrain dump trucks using the wet portion of the beach as a corridor, and graded
to permitted design fill profile using a bulldozer. All sand placement activities will be
completed using upland equipment and no water dependent equipment (e.g., barges,
ect.) will be utilized. All work will be conducted during daylight hours and no project
lighting will be required.

PROJECT HISTORY: The Corps issued a Department of Army (DA) permit on February
12, 2018 for a onetime truck haul that authorized the placement of approximately
37,285 cubic yards of compatible beach quality sand along 2,200 linear feet of
shoreline, from FDEP monuments R-6 + 750’ to R-9.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION INFORMATION: The applicant has provided the
following information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the
aquatic environment: The applicant stated the project was minimized to the maximum
extent possible that would achieve their project purpose, and all practical efforts were
made to minimize and avoid aquatic resource impacts. The project lies within the design
template of a previously authorized nourishment project and no impacts to submerged
aquatic resources are proposed or anticipated. Turbidity impacts would be temporary
and monitoring will be required. Fill template densities have been calculated to avoid
direct and secondary impacts to nearshore hardbottom that is approximately 486 linear
feet from the toe-of-fill. All construction vehicles and equipment will transverse or be
stored within the designated staging area or the beach corridor. Existing vegetated
habitat at the staging area and beach access corridor shall be protected to the
maximum extent possible to minimize disturbance; therefore, impacts associated with



the beach access corridor, staging area, and beach fill template are not anticipated. If
impacts occur, all impacted areas and vegetation will be restored to preconstruction
condition and elevation. All loose debris will be removed and properly disposed of prior
to sand placement.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant has provided the following explanation
as to why compensatory mitigation should not be required: The one-time truck haul
sand placement is within a previously authorized fill template and the construction toe of
fill is substantially landward (approximately 486 linear feet) of the nearshore
hardbottom. The applicant stated the project will not result in any impacts to aquatic
resource and did not propose any compensatory mitigation.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The Corps is not aware of any known historic properties
within the permit area. By copy of this public notice, the Corps is providing information
for review. Our final determination relative to historic resource impacts is subject to
review by and coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer and those
federally recognized tribes with concerns in Florida and the Permit Area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has determined the proposal may affect the
threatened West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus), endangered and threatened
nesting seaturtles (Chelonia mydas, Eretmochelys imbricate, Lepidochelys kempii,
Dermochelys coriacea, Caretta caretta, Lepidochelys olivacea), the threatened piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), and the loggerhead designated terrestrial critical habitat
Unit LOGG-T-FL-09. The Corps has determined that the request is consistent with the
Statewide Programmatic Biological Opinion (2015-SPBO, Service 2015), the Programmatic
Piping Plover Biological Opinion (P*BO, Service 2013). The Corps will request concurrence
with this determination with the Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act by separate letter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This notice initiates consultation with the National
Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as required by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act 1996. The proposal would impact a total of 7.64
acres of unconsolidated sand below the mean high water line utilized by various life
stages of penaeid shrimp complex, reef fish, stone crab, spiny lobster, migratory/pelagic
fish, and snapper/grouper complex. The Corps initial determination is that the proposed
action would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or federally managed
fisheries in the South Atlantic Region. The Corps final determination relative to project
impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The jurisdictional line has
been verified by Corps personnel.



AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be
required from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and/or one of the
state Water Management Districts.

COMMENTS regarding the potential authorization of the work proposed should be
submitted in writing to the attention of the District Engineer through the Palm Beach
Gardens Regulatory Permits Section, 4400 PGA Boulevard, Suite 500, Palm Beach
Gardens, FL 33410, within 21 days from the date of this notice.

The decision whether to issue or deny this permit application will be based on the
information received from this public notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to
the associated aquatic resources. This is based on an analysis of the applicant's
avoidance and minimization efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory
mitigation proposed.

QUESTIONS concerning this application should be directed to the project manager, Ms.
Linda C. Knoeck, in writing at the Palm Beach Gardens Regulatory Permits Section,
4400 PGA Boulevard, Suite 500, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410, by electronic mail at
Linda.C.Knoeck@usace.army.mil, by fax at (561)626-6971, or by telephone at
(561)472-3531.

IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Preliminary review of this application indicates
that an Environmental Impact Statement will not be required. Coordination with U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Marine
Fisheries Service, and other Federal, State, and local agencies, environmental groups,
and concerned citizens generally yields pertinent environmental information that is
instrumental in determining the impact the proposed action will have on the natural
resources of the area. By means of this notice, we are soliciting comments on the
potential effects of the project on threatened or endangered species or their habitat.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of
the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from
the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All
factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including cumulative
impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics, esthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion,
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food,
and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in
general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on
the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act and the
criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection Research


mailto:PMname@usace.army.mil

and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be granted unless its issuance is found to be
contrary to the public interest.

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is soliciting comments from the public;
Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested
parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any
comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments
are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality,
general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act
comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval
constitutes compliance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request a public hearing. The
request must be submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated
comment period of the notice and must state the specific reasons for requesting the
public hearing.
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INDEX: 2 OF 7
\

1 2 5 ' ~\
GENERAL NOTES
1. THESE PLANS ARE INCOMPLETE WITHOUT THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS.
\ v
2. THE WORK CONSISTS OF FURNISHING ALL CONSTRUCTION LABOR, EQUIPMENT, AND MATERIALS AND p N
PERFORMING ALL OPERATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE COASTAL WORKS AS A
SHOWN ON THESE DRAWINGS. 2
3. THE OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS NECESSARY FOR THIS WORK. A 3
PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SITE TO VERIFY DETAILS AND METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION.
4. FOR LEGEND SYMBOLS REFER TO INDIVIDUAL PLAN SHEETS
5. ANY DISCREPANCIES IN THE PLANS WITH FIELD CONDITIONS SHALL BE BROUGHT TO THE IMMEDIATE
ATTENTION OF THE ENGINEER.
SURVEY NOTES g
1. TOPOGRAPHIC AND BATHYMETRIC SURVEY DATA SURVEYED BY SEA DIVERSIFIED INC., DATED SEPTEMBER
2017.
2. SOURCE OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY FROM THE 2017 USGS GEOEYE EARTHSTAR GEOGRAPHICS.
3. HARDBOTTOM DATA WAS COLLECTED BY PINNACLE ECOLOGICAL IN AUGUST 2018. ]
4. THE PLANE COORDINATES AND BEARINGS SHOWN HEREIN ARE BASED ON THE FLORIDA STATE PLANE ~ -
COORDINATE SYSTEM, NORTH AMERICAN DATUM 1983 (NAD83), FLORIDA EAST ZONE (0901). UNITS ARE IN ( )
SURVEY FEET, UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE.
5. ELEVATIONS ARE IN FEET REFERENCED TO NORTH AMERICAN VERTICAL DATUM 1988 (NAVD8S8). f
6. MEAN HIGH WATER (MHW) IS +0.2' NAVD, MEAN LOW WATER (MLW) IS -2.3' NAVD. TIDAL DATUM INFORMATION E B E
BASED ON NOS TIDE STATION 8722862 (TIDAL EPOCH 1983-2001). £ L 8
I
=
7. UNDERGROUND AND SUBAQUEOUS IMPROVEMENTS AND/OR UTILITIES WERE NOT LOCATED AS PART OF THIS 2 E’% 2 o
SURVEY AND SHOULD BE FIELD VERIFIED BY THE CONTRACTOR PRIOR TO ANY CONSTRUCTION. 33 u=
Z2x O <<
MONUMENT MONUMENT EASTING NORTHING AZIMUTH  MONUMENT ] >u
D DATE ELEVATION 534 v
R-6 JUN1993 958729.399 718507.340 95.0 13.2 gz xo
R-7 FEB1974 958676.472 717444.766 95.0 10.70 29k 22
R-8 FEB1974 958597.089 716565.027 95.0 11.71 EE2 0 g
R-9 DEP1996 958397.244 715533.473 95.0 14.06 a = e
R-10 FEB1974 958327.686 714524.691 95.0 12.91 4 e Lo
R-11 FEB1993 958266.909 713526.498 95.0 17.22 T 4
R-12 FEB1974 958245.964 712532.023 95.0 10.74 3
R-13 FEB1974 958149.307 711530.992 95.0 10.71
BEACH FILL NOTES \
{ ] ’J
1. PROJECT COVERS AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 556,076 SQUARE FEET. LENGTH OF THE PROJECT IS &
APPROXIMATELY 3,230 LINEAR FEET WITH A MAXIMUM SHORE NORMAL WIDTH OF 203 FEET. = s °
- 9 . s -
2. ALL FILL MATERIAL PLACED SHALL BE CLEAN BEACH COMPATIBLE SAND THAT IS SIMILAR TO THAT ALREADY 184 |8 5 =
EXISTING AT THE BEACH SITE IN BOTH COLORATION AND GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION, AND SUITABLE FOR MARINE S P A A
TURTLE NESTING. ALL SUCH FILL MATERIAL SHALL BE FREE OF CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, ROCKS OR OTHER s 8|3 H
FOREIGN MATTER AND SHALL NOT CONTAIN, ON AVERAGE GREATER THAN 5% FINES (LE. SILT AND CLAY 8 = 5 s @
PASSING THE #200 SIEVE) AND SHALL BE FREE OF GRAVEL OR COBBLES.
3. TOTAL PLACEMENT VOLUME OF FILL APPROXIMATELY 70,350 CUBIC YARDS. REFER TO TECHNICAL 29 -
SPECIFICATION SECTION 35 20 25 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. g 52
5 5 R
4. BERM ELEVATION IS +7.5' NAVD. : - - 3 %t
e al|lfc |2 olEag
STAGING AREA NOTES g3 37|55
1. STAGING AREA ACCESS TO BE COORDINATED BY OWNER. 8
2. CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARING STAGING AREA PLAN, MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC PLANS Eﬁ
(PROCESSED THROUGH FDOT FOR ACCESS TO A1A) AND FOR RESTORATION OF STAGING AREA. g8
@©
3. REFER TO BEACH FILL SPECIFICATION 35 20 25 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Eg{:
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