
   
  

  
  

  

 
  

 
  

 
 
         
             

    
     
    

  
   

     
        

      
 

 
           

    
    

      
   
    

  
  

   
  

   
  

    
 

  
 
            

        
  

     
    

     
     

       
   

   
     

  

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207-8175 

PROPOSED FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE & OKEECHOBEE WATERWAY SHORELINE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

This Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) incorporates by reference all 
discussions and conclusions contained in the above referenced NEPA document. The proposed 
action for this FONSI is to update the Lake Okeechobee and Okeechobee Waterway Shoreline 
Management Plan in line with Engineering Regulation 1130-2-406 (Shoreline Management at Civil 
Works Projects) and South Atlantic Division Regulation No. 1130-15-1 (Shoreline Management at 
South Atlantic Division Civil Works Projects).  Based on information analyzed in the 2017 
Statement of Finding reflecting pertinent information obtained from agencies having jurisdiction by 
law and/or special expertise, I conclude that the proposed action will not significantly impact the 
quality of the human environment and does not require an EIS. Reasons for this conclusion are 
below. 

This Proposed Finding incorporates by reference the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) document prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Jacksonville District 
Regulatory Division for the Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 (SAJ-2006-05506) dated April 
20, 2017 for the Lake Okeechobee and Okeechobee Waterway SMP. Lake Okeechobee and the 
Okeechobee Waterway are part of two projects: 1) Central and Southern Florida Project and 2) 
Okeechobee Waterway.  Programmatic General Permit (PGP) SAJ-67 gives authorization for 
the following activities: placement of riprap revetments, maintenance dredging, maintenance of 
boat slips, installation and/or maintenance of aerial and subaqueous transmission lines, 
construction of minor structures, construction and/or maintenance of single family mooring 
facilities (i.e., docks and piers), and construction and/or maintenance of private multi-family 
mooring facilities (docks and piers) having a surface area of 1,000 square feet or less, within 
those navigable waters under the SMP, and located between St. Lucie Lock in Martin County 
and W.P. Franklin Lock in Lee County, Florida. Actions greater than the limited minor activities 
identified in Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 would be evaluated in line with the SMP 
through application for an Individual Permit to the Jacksonville District Regulatory Division. 

The project will be implemented in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) of 1973, 16 U.S.C. §1531 et seq. as amended.  In light of the update to the Lake 
Okeechobee and Okeechobee Waterway SMP, the Corps has reviewed the effects analysis and 
determinations in the 2017 Statement of Finding and reaffirms may affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect determinations for the Everglade snail kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis plumbeus) and 
it’s designated critical habitat and the West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus Authorized 
activities may be limited, or in some instances denied, if impacts to threatened/endangered species 
or sensitive areas cannot be eliminated or mitigated . Future actions considered under the SMP 
shall adhere to the “Standard Manatee Conditions for In-Water Work-2011”.  The Corps reviewed 
the effects analysis and determined that because all work authorized is in-water work, and no 
suitable habitat exists within the permitted project area the no effect determination is reaffirmed for 
the following species: Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi), wood stork (Mycteria americana), 
Audubon’s crested caracara (Polyborus plancus audubonii), Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma 
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coerulescens), Everglade snail kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis plumbeus),Florida grasshopper 
sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum floridanus), Red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides 
borealis), Eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon corais couperi), and Okeechobee gourd 
(Curcurbita okeechobeensis okeechobeensis). No species within the purview of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) affected by the updates of the SMP.  The Corps has also 
reviewed the effects analysis and determination that reaffirmed there is no effect on sawfish 
because there is no information suggesting sawfish are found near the permit project area. The 
proposed action would not jeopardize the continued existence of any threatened or endangered 
species or adversely modify their critical habitat. 

The special conditions in the Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 (SAJ-2006-05506) 
require that any authorization to use state-owned submerged lands obtain all applicable permits 
unless it is an activity authorized under an exemption under Florida Statute or Florida 
Administrative Code. Proposed actions in line with the SMP would be compliant with the Clean 
Water Act and Coastal Zone Management Act either through use of SAJ-67 or application and 
issuance of an Individual Permit. There are no updates to the Lake Okeechobee and 
Okeechobee Waterway SMP that would affect this determination since issuance of the 
Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 (SAJ-2006-05506) dated April 20, 2017. 

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, as amended, the Corps has adopted the Regulatory Division consultation regarding the 
area of potential effect for the project for the Jacksonville District Programmatic General Permit 
SAJ-67 (SAJ-2006-05506).  Future actions under this permit, in line with the Lake Okeechobee 
and Okeechobee Waterway SMP, will be coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO), Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), and other organizations/individuals 
with expertise in historic properties.  Conditions will be placed in the permit that will project such 
properties for future actions authorized under the SMP. 

In view of the above, and the referenced NEPA document, I conclude that the proposed 
action for an update to the Lake Okeechobee and Okeechobee Waterway SMP, will not 
significantly affect the human environment and does not require an EIS. Future updates to the 
SMP will be completed concurrently with updates to the Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 
(SAJ-2006-05506). This FONSI incorporates by reference all discussions and conclusions 
contained in the 2017 Statement of Finding the Programmatic General Permit SAJ-67 (SAJ-2006-
05506).  A copy of these documents will be made available to the public at the following 
website: 
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/About/DivisionsOffices/Planning/EnvironmentalBranch/Environm 
entalDocuments.aspx 

Date Andrew D. Kelly Jr 
Colonel, U.S. Army 
District Commander 
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