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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office 

6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410 

Phone: (804) 693-6694 Fax: (804) 693-9032 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/ 

In Reply Refer To: March 09, 2020 
Consultation Code: 05E2VA00-2020-SLI-2450 
Event Code: 05E2VA00-2020-E-06753 
Project Name: James River Water Supply Project 

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Any activity 
proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' 
conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any questions or 
concerns. 

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list. 

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield


  

   

 

 
 

 

2 03/09/2020 Event Code: 05E2VA00-2020-E-06753 

species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat. 

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12. 

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF 

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 
eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy 
guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and 
bats. 

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http:// 
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http:// 
www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/ 
comtow.html. 

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office. 

Attachment(s): 

▪ Official Species List 
▪ USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries 

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers
www.towerkill.com
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
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Official Species List 
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action". 

This species list is provided by: 

Virginia Ecological Services Field Office 
6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410 
(804) 693-6694 
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Project Summary 
Consultation Code: 05E2VA00-2020-SLI-2450 

Event Code: 05E2VA00-2020-E-06753 

Project Name: James River Water Supply Project 

Project Type: WATER SUPPLY / DELIVERY 

Project Description: The purpose of the proposed project is to provide a new and reliable raw 
water supply of sufficient quantity to meet the short- and long-term needs 
of Fluvanna and Louisa Counties for delivery to an agreed-upon 
interconnection point planned for use by Fluvanna and Louisa Counties. 
The project is proposed to be located in Fluvanna County immediately 
southwest of Columbia, Virginia within an area known as ‘Point of Fork’. 
The proposed water withdrawal structure and pump station would be 
located on the north bank of the James River just upstream of the 
confluence with the Rivanna River at the end of Route 624 (Point of Fork 
Road). The pump station would be built on a JRWA-owned parcel (tax 
parcel 61-A-4A) which will be accessed via Route 624. The proposed raw 
water transmission line will generally traverse agriculture and silviculture 
lands northwest of the pump station and pass under a CSX rail line and 
easement. North of the CSX easement, the project alignment will 
generally follow Dominion Power easements eventually passing under the 
Rivanna River adjacent to an existing utility crossing. The project area 
will terminate at Route 6 in the vicinity of a Colonial Gas pipeline-owned 
substation. The infrastructure associated with this project includes a pump 
station, raw water intake, wet well influent pipe, pump station wet well, 
pump, piping and valve equipment, electrical and pump control 
equipment, a raw water pipeline, and improvements to an existing access 
road. 

Project Location: 
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/place/37.75409003678939N78.17783985945121W 

www.google.com/maps/place/37.75409003678939N78.17783985945121W
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Counties: Fluvanna, VA 
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Endangered Species Act Species 
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. 

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. 

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
1Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce. 

Mammals 
NAME STATUS 

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened 
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045 

Clams 
NAME STATUS 

Atlantic Pigtoe Fusconaia masoni 
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5164 

Proposed 
Threatened 

James Spinymussel Pleurobema collina 
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2212 

Endangered 

Critical habitats 
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION. 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries 
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns. 

REFUGE INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE CONTACT THE FIELD OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office 

6669 Short Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410 

Phone: (804) 693-6694 Fax: (804) 693-9032 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/ 

IPaC Record Locator: 970-20684097 March 09, 2020 

Subject: Consistency letter for the 'James River Water Supply Project' project indicating that 
any take of the northern long-eared bat that may occur as a result of the Action is not 
prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). 

Dear Timmons Group: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on March 09, 2020 your effects 
determination for the 'James River Water Supply Project' (the Action) using the northern long- 
eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system. You indicated that no Federal agencies are involved in funding or authorizing this 
Action. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a non-Federal action may cause 
“take”[1] of the northern long-eared bat that is prohibited under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Based upon your IPaC submission, any take of the northern long-eared bat that may occur as a 
result of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 
50 CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that 
your IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the Action is not likely to 
result in unauthorized take of the northern long-eared bat. 

Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you entered into 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. 

If your Action proceeds as described and no additional information about the Action’s effects on 
species protected under the ESA becomes available, no further coordination with the Service is 
required with respect to the northern long-eared bat. 

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species that also may occur in your Action area: 

▪ Atlantic Pigtoe, Fusconaia masoni (Proposed Threatened) 
▪ James Spinymussel, Pleurobema collina (Endangered) 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield


  

   

 
 

 
 
________________________________________________ 

2 03/09/2020 IPaC Record Locator: 970-20684097 

You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may cause prohibited take 
of the animal species listed above. 

[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)]. 
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Action Description 
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action. 

1. Name 

James River Water Supply Project 

2. Description 

The following description was provided for the project 'James River Water Supply Project': 

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide a new and reliable raw water 
supply of sufficient quantity to meet the short- and long-term needs of Fluvanna 
and Louisa Counties for delivery to an agreed-upon interconnection point planned 
for use by Fluvanna and Louisa Counties. The project is proposed to be located in 
Fluvanna County immediately southwest of Columbia, Virginia within an area 
known as ‘Point of Fork’. The proposed water withdrawal structure and pump 
station would be located on the north bank of the James River just upstream of the 
confluence with the Rivanna River at the end of Route 624 (Point of Fork Road). 
The pump station would be built on a JRWA-owned parcel (tax parcel 61-A-4A) 
which will be accessed via Route 624. The proposed raw water transmission line 
will generally traverse agriculture and silviculture lands northwest of the pump 
station and pass under a CSX rail line and easement. North of the CSX easement, 
the project alignment will generally follow Dominion Power easements eventually 
passing under the Rivanna River adjacent to an existing utility crossing. The 
project area will terminate at Route 6 in the vicinity of a Colonial Gas pipeline-
owned substation. The infrastructure associated with this project includes a pump 
station, raw water intake, wet well influent pipe, pump station wet well, pump, 
piping and valve equipment, electrical and pump control equipment, a raw water 
pipeline, and improvements to an existing access road. 

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/place/37.75409003678939N78.17783985945121W 

https://www.google.com
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Determination Key Result 

This non-Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take of this 
species that may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). 

Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule 
This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision. 

This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat. 

The purpose of the key for non-Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are excepted from take prohibitions under the northern long-eared bat 4(d) rule. 

If a non-Federal action may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats or other ESA-listed 
animal species, we recommend that you coordinate with the Service. 
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Determination Key Result 
Based upon your IPaC submission, any take of the northern long-eared bat that may occur as a 
result of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 
50 CFR §17.40(o). 

Qualification Interview 
1. Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency? 

No 

2. Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats? 
No 

3. Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome Zone? 
Automatically answered 
No 

4. Have you contacted the appropriate agency to determine if your project is near a known 
hibernaculum or maternity roost tree? 

Location information for northern long-eared bat hibernacula is generally kept in state 
Natural Heritage Inventory databases – the availability of this data varies state-by-state. 
Many states provide online access to their data, either directly by providing maps or by 
providing the opportunity to make a data request. In some cases, to protect those resources, 
access to the information may be limited. A web page with links to state Natural Heritage 
Inventory databases and other sources of information on the locations of northern long-
eared bat roost trees and hibernacula is available at www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/ 
mammals/nleb/nhisites.html. 
Yes 

5. Will the action affect a cave or mine where northern long-eared bats are known to 
hibernate (i.e., hibernaculum) or could it alter the entrance or the environment (physical or 
other alteration) of a hibernaculum? 
No 

6. Will the action involve Tree Removal? 
Yes 

www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered
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7. Will the action only remove hazardous trees for the protection of human life or property? 
No 

8. Will the action remove trees within 0.25 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum at any time of year? 
No 

9. Will the action remove a known occupied northern long-eared bat maternity roost tree or 
any trees within 150 feet of a known occupied maternity roost tree from June 1 through 
July 31? 
No 
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Project Questionnaire 
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3. 

1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion: 
1.24 

2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31 
1.24 

3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31 
1.24 

If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6. 

4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest 
1.24 

5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31 
1.24 

6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31 
1.24 

If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9. 

7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire 
0 

8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31 
0 

9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31 
0 

If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10. 
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10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)? 
0 



NLEB Locations and Roost Trees

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS,
FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri
Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the
GIS User Community

NLEB Known Occupied Maternity Roost (Summer Habitat)

NLEB Hibernaculum 5.5 Mile Buffer

NLEB Hibernaculum Half Mile Buffer

2/17/2020, 10:20:14 AM 0 30 6015 mi

0 40 8020 km
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Species Conclusions Table 

Completed by: Timmons Group Project Name: James River Water Supply Project 

Date: 03/09/2020 Project Number: 44790 

Project Description: The proposed project will consist of a water withdrawal structure and pump station will be located on the north bank of the James River just upstream of the 

confluence with the Rivanna River at the end of Route 624 (Point of Fork Road). The pump station will be built on a JRWA-owned parcel (tax parcel 61-A-4A) which will be accessed 

via Route 624. The raw water transmission line will generally traverse agriculture and silviculture lands northwest of the pump station and pass under a CXS rail line and easement. 

North of the CXS easement, the project alignment will generally follow Dominion Power easements eventually passing under the Rivanna River adjacent to an existing utility crossing. 

The project area will terminate at Route 6 in the vicinity of a Colonial Gas pipeline-owned substation. 

Species Under the Jurisdiction of FWS: 

Species/Resource 

Name Conclusion 

ESA Section 7 / Eagle 

Act Determination Notes / Determination 

Northern long-eared bat 

(Myotis septentrionalis) 

Potential habitat 

present and no 

current survey 

conducted 

May affect 

Relying upon the findings of the 1/5/2016 Programmatic Biological Opinion for Final 4(d) Rule on 

the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions to fulfill our project-

specific Section 7 responsibilities. . Based upon a review of available information, primarily the 

VDGIF NLEB Winter Habitat and Roost Tree Locator, there are no known maternity roosts or 

hibernacula for this species located within or in close proximity to the Project. A consistency 

letter was obtained from USFWS though completion of the IPaC Dkey. 

Atlantic Pigtoe  (Fusconaia 

masoni) 

Potential habitat 

present and no 

current survey 

conducted 

May affect 

Per previously conducted state coordination, mussel surveys will be conducted from 100 meters 

upstream thorugh 400 meters downstream of the intake location and Rivanna River crossing. 

Survey findings will be coordianted with federal and state agecnies. In addtion, no instream 

construction at these areas shall be conducted between March 15 through June 30 of any year, 

to protect anadromous fishes and mussel species, and August 15 thorugh Septemebr 30 of any 

year to protect mussel species. 

James Spinymussel 

(Pleurobema collina) 

Potential habitat 

present and no 

current survey 

conducted 

May affect 

Per previously conducted state coordination, mussel surveys will be conducted from 100 meters 

upstream thorugh 400 meters downstream of the intake location and Rivanna River crossing. 

Survey findings will be coordianted with federal and state agecnies. In addtion, no instream 

construction at these areas shall be conducted between March 15 through June 30 of any year, 

to protect anadromous fishes and mussel species, and August 15 thorugh Septemebr 30 of any 

year to protect mussel species. 

Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

Eagle Nests 

Unlikely to disturb 

nesting bald eagles No Eagle Act  permit required No known nests located within 660 feet of the proposed project. 

20200309 Species Conclusion Table revised 3/1/2018 Page 1 of 2 



  

 

 

  

 

  

Species Conclusions Table 

Date: 03/09/2020 Project Number: 44790 

Eagle Concentration Areas 

Does not intersect 

with bald eagle 

concentration area 

No Eagle Act  permit required No known concentration areas located in vicinity. 

Critical Habitat 

N/A 

No critical habitat 

present 

Other (species not listed above) 

N/A 

Species Under the Jurisdiction of NOAA/NMFS 

Essential Fish Habitat N/A 

Anadromous Fish Use Area N/A 

Subaquatic Vegetation N/A 

HAPC Sandbar Shark N/A 

Atlantic Sturgeon N/A 

* Copyright © 2014 NatureServe, 4600 N. Fairfax Dr., 7th Floor, Arlington Virginia 22203, U.S.A. All Rights Reserved. Each document delivered from this server or web site may contain other proprietary notices and copyright information 

relating to that document. The following citation should be used in any published materials which reference the web site. 
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