
US Army Corps of Engineers Norfolk District Wetland Attribute Form 

Wetland Identifier Prepared by:                                            Date: 

Community Type of wetland system being evaluated (use Natural Communities of VA) Latitude/Longitude 

Acreage of Wetland/Acreage of Impact Nearest named watercourse 

Landscape position of wetland Adjacent landuse 

Distance to nearest roadway or development Wetland has been altered or manipulated 

Corps Regional Supplement Delineation Completed/Reviewed Data used to complete the form ( data should be attached as appropriate) 

ATTRIBUTES 
A. GROUNDWATER RECHARGE/DISCHARGE: This attribute considers the potential for a wetland to serve as a groundwater recharge and/or discharge area.  It relates to the fundamental interaction between wetlands and aquifers, regardless of the size or importance of either. 

B.  FLOODFLOW ALTERATION (Storage & Desychronization): This attribute considers the potential for the wetland to reduce flood damage by water retention for prolonged periods following precipitation events and the gradual release of floodwaters.  It relates to the potential for the wetland to add to the stability of the wetland ecological system or the 
wetland buffering characteristics relative to erosion and flood prone areas. 
C. FISH AND SHELLFISH HABITAT: This attribute considers the potential of the seasonal or permanent watercourses associated with the wetland to provide fish or shellfish habitat. 
D.  SEDIMENT/POLLUTANT RETENTION: This attribute considers the potential of the wetland in reducing or preventing degradation of water quality.  It relates to the potential for the wetland to act as a trap for sediment and other pollutants in runoff water from the surrounding watershed. 

E.  NUTRIENT REMOVAL/RETENTION/TRANSFORMATION: This attribute considers the potential for the wetland to act as a trap for nutrients in runoff water from surrounding uplands or contiguous wetlands and the ability of the wetland to process these nutrients into other forms or trophic levels.  It relates to the potential of the wetland to prevent 
adverse effects of nutrients entering aquifers or surface waters such as ponds, lakes, and other watercourses. 

F.  PRODUCTION EXPORT (Nutrients):  This attribute considers the potential of the wetland to produce food or usable products for humans or other living organisms. 

G. STREAMBANK EROSION/SHORELINE STABILIZATION: This attribute considers the potential of the wetland to stabilize streambanks and shorelines against erosion. 

H.  WILDLIFE HABITAT: This attribute considers the potential of the wetland to provide habitat for various types of animal populations typically associated with wetlands. Consideration should be given to both resident and/or migrating species. 

I.  RARE/THREATENED/ENDANGERED SPECIES: This attribute considers the potential for the wetland to support rare/threatened/endangered plant and/or animal species. 
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Qualifiers 

Attributes 

Check all that apply & identify which Attribute the Qualifier applies too 
Comments and/or detailed observations 

A B C D E F G H I 
1. Public or private wells occur below the wetland 
2. Gravel/sandy soils are present in/adjacent to the wetland 

3. Fragipan/impervious soils/bedrock are present in the wetland 

4.  Fine grained mineral/organic soils are present in the wetland 
5. A man-made ditch is associated with/adjacent/contiguous to the wetland 

6. A perennial/intermittent watercourse is associated with/adjacent/contiguous to the wetland 

7.  A pond/lake is associated with/adjacent/contiguous to the wetland 
8.  Critical habitat for state/federally listed rare/threatened/endangered plant/animal species is present in the 
wetland 
9.  State/federally listed rare/threatened/endangered plant/animal species are present in the wetland 

10.  A defined/constricted outlet Is associated with the wetland 

11.  A defined inlet is associated with the wetland 

12.  Water quality of the watercourse/pond/lake associated with the wetland meets or exceeds standards 

13.  Signs of groundwater discharge are present in the wetland 

14.  Signs of variable water levels are present in the wetland 
15.  The size of the wetland relative to its watershed is large 

16.  Ponded/open water is within the wetland 

17.  The wetland exists in a flat area with flood storage potential 
18.  The wetland watershed contains a high percentage of impervious surfaces 

19.  Flood storage is small/nonexistent in the watershed 

20.  The wetland receives/retains sheetflow from the surrounding uplands 

21.  The wetland receives/detains excessive flood water from watercourses within the watershed 

22.  The watercourse associated with the wetland is sinuous or diffuse 
23. The wetland is located in/along/at the head of a watercourse 

24.  The wetland contains a high density of vegetation 

25.  Forest is the dominant cover type in the watershed 

26.  Woody debris, undercut/overhanging banks and/or vegetation are present within the wetland or the 
watercourse associated with the wetland 

27.  Width of watercourse (bank to bank) associated with the wetland is more than 50 feet 

28.  Vegetation along the banks provides shade for the watercourse associated with the wetland 

29.  Submerged vegetation/gravel beds/other habitat that appears to be suitable for spawning is present in 
the watercourse associated with the wetland 
30. Barrier(s) to anadromous fish (such as dams, waterfalls, road crossings) are absent from the 
watercourse associated with the wetland 
31.  Evidence of fish/shellfish is present within the watercourse associated with the wetland and/or within the 
wetland 
32.  Sources of excess sediments are present in the watershed 

33.  Sources of pollutants are present in the watershed 

34.  Flow velocities visibly decrease within the wetland 

35.  Erosion is visible within the watercourse associated with the wetland and/or within the wetland 

36.  Flows within the wetland are diffuse 
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A B C D E F G H I 
37.  Vegetation and water within the wetland is interspersed 
38. Evidence of sediment accumulation is present within the wetland 

39.  Water intakes are located within 1 mile upstream or downstream of the wetland 

40.  Sources of excess nutrients are present in the watershed 
41.  The wetland soils are saturated for most of the season 

42.  Deep organic sediment deposits are present in the wetland 

43.  Emergent vegetation is present in the wetland 

44.  Dense woody vegetation is present in the wetland 
45. More than one of wetland vegetation is present 

46.  Flows within the wetland have a low velocity 
47.  Wildlife food sources exist within the wetland 

48.  Economically/commercially used products are within the wetland 

49.  Evidence of wildlife, to include avian and amphibian, uses are found within the wetland 

50.  Evidence of macrobenthic use is found within the watercourse associated with the wetland 

51.  More than one vegetative layer is present within the wetland 

52.  A distinct shoreline/streambank exists between the wetland and the watercourse associated with the 
wetland and/or the upland 

53.  The streambank/shoreline contains dense roots 
54.  The wetland is greater than 10 feet in width 
55.  Flows within the wetland have a high velocity 

56.  Flows within the wetland are channelized 

57.  Open water fetch is present 

58.  Dense woody vegetation borders the watercourse/lake/pond associated with the wetland 

59.  Dense emergent vegetation borders the watercourse/lake/pond associated with the wetland 

60.  Wetland is fragmented by development 

61.  Buffer surrounding wetland is contiguous and undeveloped 

62.  Wetland is part of a wildlife corridor 

63.  Wetland includes deep/shallow marsh or wooded swamp 
64.  Logs/snags are present in the watercourse associated with the wetland 

65.  Other 
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