
  
    

   
          

     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  


 

 


 

 


 


 

 


 

 


 

From: Rivera Otero, Wilmarie 
To: Freeman, Thomas R III MVS 
Cc: Keiser, John E SAJ 
Subject: RE: Former Ramey AFB, Landfills 1 & 2 Remedial Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2013 3:07:09 PM 

Tom,
 
The proposal to remove Landfill 2 from further consideration appears warranted, based on the
 
information presented in the summary below. Please note that final concurrence will be based on a
 
review of the Remedial Investigation Report.
 

Thanks.
 

-----Original Message----

From: Freeman, Thomas R RAO @ HQ [mailto:Thomas.R.Freeman.III@usace.army.mil]
 
Sent: miércoles, 22 de mayo de 2013 02:37 p.m.
 
To: Rivera Otero, Wilmarie
 
Cc: Keiser, John E SAJ
 
Subject: Former Ramey AFB, Landfills 1 & 2 Remedial Investigation (UNCLASSIFIED)
 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Caveats: NONE 


Wilmarie, 

We are providing for your review and consideration some preliminary information that was excerpted 

from the conclusions for the Remedial Investigation for Landfills 1 & 2 at the Former Ramey Air Force 

Base located in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico.  Our contractor CBI Federal Services (formerly Shaw 

Environmental and Infrastructure, Inc.) is currently preparing this report.  Of particular interest are the 

results from the area identified as Landfill 2.  As part of this investigation, CBI was tasked with 

performing an historical records review, an aerial photograph analysis, a geophysical investigation, and 

exploratory test pit excavations.  CBI was also tasked with collecting surface/subsurface samples, 

sediment, surface water and groundwater, measurement of methane gas concentrations, conducting a 

borehole deviation and groundwater flow study, and performing a Baseline Human Health and Ecological 

Risk Assessment. 


As of this date of this report, USACE has not been able to locate any records indicating disposal 

activities ever occurred at the area identified as Landfill area 2 (LF2).  Two prior geophysical surveys 

were completed at the site, one by E & E Inc. and the other by the USACE.  Neither of the surveys 

were conclusive that LF2 received waste materials.  A third and recent geophysical survey was 

conducted by CBI to further assess or confirm the extent of potential fill from possible geophysical 

anomalies in the area of LF2.  This third geophysical survey also did not provide any conclusive 

evidence of  the area being used as a landfill.  Thirty test pits were also excavated in the area of 

Landfill 2.  None of the test pits identified debris or waste in the area identified as LF2. 


Additionally, none of the analytical samples collected during the remedial investigation identified COPC's 

that were recommended for further evaluation in the area identified as Landfill 2 for surface soil, surface 

water or sediment.  Some COPECs were identified in each of these media, but additional weight of 

evidence strongly suggested that adverse impacts to human health or populations of ecological 

receptors associated with exposure to these constituents in the identified media were unlikely to occur. 

Further, it is believed that agricultural activity occurring within the area identified as Landfill Area 2 is 

the source of the low levels of organics, inorganics, and TPH identified in site media. 


Attached for use in your review are several figures and images pulled from the Draft Remedial 

Investigation report.  In order, they are;  Site Location Maps (attachments 1-2), followed by the area 

covered by the recent geophysical surveys (attachments 3-6), test pit locations (attachment 7), photos 

of test pit excavations (attachments 8-14), and aerial images for the years 1958, 1961, 1975, 1984, 

1999, and 2009 (attachments 15-18 & two inserted air photos from USACE). 




 
 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

USACE was able to supplement the aerial photographs that  CBI had obtained with ones from 1958 and 
2009.  It is interesting to note that in 1958 the Landfill 1 area was being used as a source of borrow 
materials for the construction of new taxiways and the main runway extension.  This corresponds with 
the deployment of a B-52 wing to Ramey in 1959.  Review of the aerial photography does not show 
any activities that would correspond with the operation of a landfill in Area 2.  The Air Force began to 
shut down the base in 1971 and finally closed it in 1973. 

Geophysical surveys were conducted across the entire area referenced as Landfill 2.  Interpretation of 
the geophysical surveys resulted in an area highlighted and referenced as "Interpreted lateral fill and 
extent of landfill area (attachment 6).  Test pits were excavated throughout this area (both inside and 
outside of the 'interpreted fill area) to determine the presence of debris.  No buried debris or waste was 
observed in the test pits. 

The draft RI report for the former Ramey AFB prepared by CBI is currently under internal USACE 
review.  We are providing comments for the contractor to incorporate into the draft final RI report which 
will then be submitted to PREQB for consideration. 

USACE is providing these preliminary findings of this draft RI report to PREQB to facilitate the current 
and future investigations at LF2.  Based on our review of the draft report, historical aerial photographs 
and remaining information, it does not appear that Landfill 2 ever received waste materials. Therefore, 
USACE will be requesting that LF 2 be removed from further consideration. 

Please call when you are available so that we can discuss this further. 

Thanks, 
Tom 

Tom Freeman, PE 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
DERP-FUDS Project Manager 
Email:  thomas.r.freeman.iii@usace.army.mil 
Office Phone:  314.331.8785 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
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 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-2 (outside interpreted deep fill area) 



           
 

 

 

 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-10 (outside interpreted deep fill area)  

Test Pit 2-10 spoils pile showing no evidence of buried debris 



           
 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-13 (outside interpreted deep fill area) 



           
 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-20 (within interpreted deep fill area) 



           
 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-21 (within interpreted deep fill area) 



           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-23 spoils pile showing no evidence of buried waste 



           
 

 

     
 Landfill 2 Test Pit Investigation Photos
 

Test Pit 2-29 (within interpreted deep fill area) 
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