
PUBLIC NOTICE 


Permit Numbers: See Attached Drawings 
Issue Date: August 8, 2003 
Expiration Date: September 7, 2003 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
Kansas City District 30-Day Notice 

APPLICANTS: See attached drawings. 

PROJECT LOCATION (As shown on the attached drawings): See attached drawings. 

AUTHORITY: Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403). 

ACTIVITY (As shown on the attached drawings): Six companies are currently authorized to 
dredge sand and gravel from 12 locations (cumulative total for all companies) on the Kansas 
River for commercial sale. The existing permits were originally conditioned to expire on 
December 31, 2001. The expiration dates were extended to allow the Kansas City District 
sufficient time to analyze dredge monitoring data prior to evaluating permit renewal requests. 

In January 1990, the Kansas City District completed preparation of a document entitled "Final 
Regulatory Report and Environmental Impact Statement - Commercial Dredging Activities On 
The Kansas River, Kansas." The document was prepared to address dredging-related impacts to 
the Kansas River and adjacent land. The selected alternative for the Environmental Impact 
Statement is a "Regulatory Plan" which consists of restrictions and a monitoring program to limit 
dredging-related impacts. The Regulatory Plan was implemented in 1991. The Regulatory Plan 
can be downloaded at: 

http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/regulatory/public notices/ks-river-regulatory-plan.pdf 

Commercial sand and gravel dredging operations on the Kansas River utilize hydraulic pumps 
mounted on barges to convey a sand and gravel slurry to shore based facilities for processing. 
Excess water is drained from the sand and gravel and returned to the river. The requested 
permits, if issued, would be subject to the restrictions and monitoring requirements stipulated in 
the District's Regulatory Plan. All sites proposed are existing sites. The permits would be valid 
for ten years. 

Due to unacceptable degradation (average of greater than 2 feet degradation in a 5-mile-long 
reach ofriver), Kansas River miles 25.95 - 40.5 are no longer open to commercial dredging. No 
permit applications will be accepted in this reach of river at this time. 

WETLANDS: No wetlands have been identified. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Additional information about this application may be 
obtained by contacting Joshua A. Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City Regulatory 
Office, 700 Federal Building, 601East12th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 at 
telephone 816-983-3658 (FAX 816-426-2321) or via email at joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil. 
All comments to this public notice should be directed to the above address. 

STATE AUTHORIZATION: The applicant has applied for a permit from the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture pursuant to Kansas Statutes Annotated 82a-301 to 305. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES: Kansas City District will comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR 800. We have checked the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Federal Register and no property listed in the Register or proposed for listing is 
located in the permit area. This is the extent of our knowledge about historic properties in the 
permit area at this time. However, we will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a 
reconnaissance survey of the permit area to check for unknown historic properties, if warranted. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES: In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary 
determination has been made that the described work will not affect species designated as 
threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat. In order to complete our evaluation 
of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other 
interested agencies and individuals. 

FLOODPLAINS: This activity is being reviewed in accordance with Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management, which discourages direct or indirect support of floodplain development 
whenever there is a practicable alternative. By this public notice, comments are requested from 
individuals and agencies that believe the described work will adversely impact the floodplain. 

PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW: The decision to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation 
of the probable impact including the cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public 
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of 
important resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be 
relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those 
are conservation, economics, esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural 
values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline 
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs and, in general, the needs and welfare of the 
people. The evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344). The Corps of 
Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; 
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to 
determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this 
decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water 
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


Permit No. 200600407 
Issue Date: January 30, 2006 
Expiration Date: February 20, 2006 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
Kansas City District 21-Day Notice 

APPLICANT: 	Mr. Vincent Meier 
Victory Sand and Gravel 
2400 NW Water Works Drive 
Topeka, KS 66606 

PROJECT LOCATION (As shown on the attached drawings): The project is located in Section 
23, Township 11 south, Range 16 east, in Shav.rnee County, KS. (G~NTVILLE QUAD MAP) 

AUTHORITY: Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403). 

ACTIVITY (As shown on the attached drawings): The applicant is proposing to dredge Kansas 
River aggregate for commercial purposes from the Kansas River at river miles 77.1 to 78.6. This 
proposal is a relocation of existing permit 199700116. Pem1it 199700116 is currently located at 
river miles 86.3 to 86 .5 and will be closed to dredging on August 1, 2006, due to average 
riverbed degradation exceeding two feet in this reach of the Kansas River. 

In January 1990, the Kansas City District completed preparation of a document entitled "Final 
Regulatory Report and Environmental Impact Statement Co1mnercial Dredging Activities On 
The Kansas River, Kansas." The document was prepared to address dredging-related impacts to 
the Kansas River and adjacent land. The selected alternative for the Environmental Impact 
Statement is a "Regulatory Plan" which consists of restrictions and a monitoring program to limit 
dredging-related impacts. The Regulatory Plan was implemented in 1991. The Regulatory Plan 
can be downloaded at: 

http://www.nwk.usace.armv.mil/regulatory/public notices/ks-river-regulatory-plan.pdf 

Commercial sand and gravel dredging operations on the Kansas River utilize hydraulic pumps 
mounted on barges to convey a sand and gravel slurry to shore based facilities for processing. 
Excess water is drained from the sand and gravel and returned to the river. The requested permit, 
if issued, would be subject to the restrictions and monitoring requirements stipulated in the 
District's Regulatory Plan. This permit would be valid for 5 years. 

Note: The proposed dredge return water outfall structure is eligible for Nationwide Permit 7 
(Outfall Structures and Maintenance) m1der the authority of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899 (33 USC 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344). 

http://www.nwk.usace.armv.mil/regulatory/public


WETLANDS: The applicant completed a wetland delineation for the proposed plant location. 
No wetlands would be impacted by this proposal. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Additional information about this application may be 
obtained by contacting Jos.hua A. Marx U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Kansas City Regulatory 
Office; 601 Eastl21

h Street; Kansa City, Missoud64l06; at telephone 816-983-3658 (FAX 816-426­
2321) or via email at Joshua.a.marx@,usace;anny.mil. All comments to this public notice should 
be directed to the above address. 

STATE AUTHORIZATION: The applicant may be required to apply for a permit from the 
Kansas Department of Agricultw:e pursuant to Kansas Statutes Annotated 82a-301 to 305. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES: Kansas City District will comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR 800. We have checked the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Federal Register and no property listed in the Register or proposed for listing is 
located in the permit area. This is the extent of ourknowledge about historic properties in the 
permit area at this time. However, we will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a 
reconnaissance survey of the permit area to check for unlmown historic properties, if warranted. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES: In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary 
detern1ination has been made that the described work is not likely to adversely affect species 
designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat. In order to complete 
our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and other interested agencies and individuals. 

FLOODPLAINS: This activity is being reviewed in accordance with Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management, which discourages direct or indirect support of floodplain development 
whenever there is a practicable alternative. By this public notice, comments are requested from 
individuals and agencies thatbelieve the described work will adversely impact the floodplain. 

PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW: The decision to issue a pennit will be based on an evaluation 
of the probable impact inc:luding the cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public 
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of 
impo1iant resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be 
relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those 
are conservation, economics, esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural 
values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline 
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs and, in general, the needs and welfare of the 
people. The evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344). The Corps of 
Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; 
Indian Tribes; and other interestedpaiiies in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered bythe Corps of Engineers to 
detennine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this 
decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water 
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quality, general envirorunental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. 
Comments are used in preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used 
to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the 
proposed activity. 

COMMENTS: This notice is provided to outline details of the above-described activity so this 
District may consider all pertinent comments prior to determining if issuance of a permit would 
be in the public interest. Any interested party is invited to submit to this office written facts or 
objections relative to the activity on or before the public notice expiration date. Comments both 
favorable and unfavorable will be accepted and made a part of the record and will receive full 
consideration in determining whether it would be in the public interest to issue the Department of 
the Army pennit. Copies of all conunents, including names and addresses of commenters, may 
be provided to the applicant. Comments should be mailed to the address shown on page 1 of this 
public notice. 

PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request, in writing, prior to the expiration date of this 
public notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Such requests shall state, 
with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 

NOTICE TO EDITORS: This notice is provided as background information for your use in 
formatting news stories. This notice is not a contract for classified display advertising. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Kansas Field Office 

315 Houston Street, Suite E 

Manhattan, Kansas 66502-6172 

September 16, 2003 

Joseph S. Hughes, Chief 
Regulatory Branch 
Kansas City District, Corps of Engineers 
700 Federal Building 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 

Attn: CENWK-CO-RW (Kansas River Dredging: Public Notices 200200319, 200200328, 
200200322,200200317,200301862,200301861,200301860,200301770,200301771, 
200301759,200301863,200301768) 

FWS Tracking# 2003-1577 

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

This letter is in response to your August 8, 2003 request for comments on the proposal for the 
continuation of commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River at 12 locations from 
river mile 90.1 to river mile 9.4. Due to unacceptable degradation, Kansas River miles 25.95 ­
40.5 are no longer open to commercial dredging. This letter constitutes the response of both the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the National Park Service (NPS). 

In accordance with section 7©) of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and the 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), we have reviewed the proposal. We 
offer the following comments. 

We have determined that three federally listed bird species are known to nest along the Kansas 
River: the threatened bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and piping plover (Charadrius 
melodus), and the endangered least tern (Sterna antillarum). One fish species, the endangered 
pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus), utilizes the lowermost reaches of the Kansas River 
sporadically, especially during high water events. Successful nesting by the piping plover and 
least tern has to date been confined to the Kansas River upstream from the mouth of the 
Delaware River. All successful bald eagle nests have been upstream of Lawrence; however, 
during summer 2003 a pair of bald eagles unsuccessfully attempted to nest a short distance 
downstream from Lawrence. Whether this pair will attempt to nest again in subsequent years, 
and whether this may represent an expansion of the bald eagle nesting population further 
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downstream, remain to be determined. The very few modem records ofpallid sturgeon in the 
Kansas River have all been below Lawrence, presumably due to the presence ofBowersock Dam•. 
as a migration barrier. 

Individuals of each of the three bird species have been observed during wildlife surveys in recent 
years on the river both upstream and downstream from Lawrence, yet successful reproduction has 
occurred only upstream. Instream habitat visibly changes as one goes further downstream, with 
many fewer sandbars, islands, and shallow backwater areas present in the river. Unvegetated 
sandbars and islands provide ideal nesting habitat for terns and plovers, and shallow water areas 
provide spawning and nursery areas for most fish species in the river. Terns feed on small fish 
species and the fry of larger species, while bald eagles are dependent on healthy reproducing 
populations of larger fish. Piping plovers find an adequate invertebrate prey base along the 
sand/water interface ofquiet water areas. The pallid sturgeon is believed to also require 
backwater areas for reproduction and survival of young fish. 

An analysis should be conducted to determine what effect, if any, commercial sand and gravel 
dredging may have on the habitats of these listed species. This analysis should first consider the 
potential for impacting habitat which currently exists, such as removal of sandbars and islands, 
the effect on the riparian cottonwood forest resulting from changes in bed elevation and bank 
widening, and the effect of noise and disturbance from sand dredging operations. Secondly, the 
analysis should attempt to determine what role commercial dredging is playing in preventing 
habitat creation or maintenance in the actively dredged reaches of the Kansas River. Results of 
these analyses may indicate that either or both these sources ofpotential impact may be adversely 
affecting one or all of these listed species, in which case the Corps should request an initiation of 
formal consultation pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. If the Service concurs 
with a finding that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect any listed species, there 
will be no need for further consultation. 

A 57 mile-long stretch of the Kansas River through Wyandotte, Johnson, Leavenworth, Douglas, 
and Jefferson Counties was listed in the National Rivers Inventory (NRI) in 1982. This 
nominated stretch of the Kansas River extends upstream from the I-635 bridge near Kansas City, 
Kansas to its confluence with the Delaware River near Perry, Kansas. The NRI is a register of 
rivers that may be eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic River System and is 
maintained by the National Park Service (NPS). These rivers were included on the NRI based on 
the degree to which they are free-flowing, the degree to which the rivers and their corridors are 
undeveloped, and the outstanding natural and cultural characteristics of the rivers and their 
immediate environments. Section 5(d) of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires, "In 
all planning for the use and development of water and related land resources, consideration shall 
be given by all Federal Agencies involved to potential national wild, scenic and recreational river 
areas." The intent of the NRI is to provide information to assist in making balanced decisions 
regarding the use of the nation's river resources. A Presidential directive and subsequent 
instructions issued by the Council on Environmental Quality required each Federal agency, as 
part of its normal planning and environmental review processes, take care to avoid or mitigate 
adverse effects on rivers identified in the NRI. Further, all Agencies are required to consult with 
NPS prior to taking actions that could effectively foreclose wild, scenic, or recreational status for 
rivers on the inventory. 



The nomination was based on the River's scenic, recreational, fisheries, wildlife, and cultural 
values. The Kansas River is a relatively large plains river having good scenic values. The·. 
potential for recreational opportunities, including canoeing, is uncommonly good and represents 
a significant resource. The Kansas River is one of only three navigable rivers in the state of 
Kansas and provides the principal river-based recreation opportunity in Kansas. This segment of 
the Kansas River is widely used for canoeing, bank fishing , and boat fishing as evidenced by the 
large number ofpublic and private developed and undeveloped accesses to the river. Because of 
its accessibility, it is an important resource to the Kansas City-Lawrence-Topeka area, the highest 
density population corridor in the state. Dredging impairs the quality of the recreational 
experience by physically altering the scenic beauty of the river, the machinery presents a large in­
stream obstacle, and the serenity is disturbed by machinery noise. We recommend that the Corps 
evaluate the impact ofdredging mi recreational activities in the Kansas River and explore means 
to ease the conflicts between the users. 

The Corps has initiated the "Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas 
River (Plan). However, in our opinion, the Plan is not comprehensive enough to provide the 
information to evaluate the total impacts to the river and ascertain that the dredging activities 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate those impacts. The Plan is too myopic in scope as it limits the 
criteria to changes in the geomorphology of the river bed at the dredge sites. We recommend that 
the monitoring program be expanded to include biological monitoring, water quality parameters 
including turbidity, an evaluation of sediment contamination, as well as an evaluation of the 
geomorphology of the entire river. 

The Plan requires that a complete set of aerial photographs be taken of the Kansas River every 
four years but there is no mention ofwhat will be done with the aerial photography or how it will 
be evaluated. We recommend that the aerial photography be digitized. The photo sets could 
then be compared to determine the amount of channel widening, locations of new bank 
stabilization, total amounts ofbank stabilization, bar formation activity, etc. We request that the 
photos and resulting data be available to the resource agencies for review .. 

The biological component is needed to assess the biological community ofthe river with the 
resultant data used as a gauge to assess the effects of dredging over time on the biological 
communities of the Kansas River. Species distributions and abundances should be surveyed 
regularly as part of the biological monitoring. 

Monitoring ofriver bed degradation should be expanded to the entire length of the river. 
Monitoring only at .the dredge sites does not give a clear and accurate picture of the effects of 
dredging on the channel bed. Rivers usually readjust their profile during high flows, eradicating 
dredging pits and giving the illusion that extraction has had no impact on the channel. Surveys 
of bed elevations taken along the entire length of the channel will provide a more accurate 
assessment of the distribution of downcutting (erosion) along the length of the channel. The 
organization American Rivers has calculated that the bed of the Kansas River has been lowered 
an average of 4.6m (http://www.amrivers.org/mostendangered/kansas1996.htm). 

Cumulative impacts analysis should be updated and kept current. Many changes in the 
watershed, both natural and manmade, can lead to cumulative impacts. However, the Corps 
appears to be lacking the information necessary to conduct an evaluation of cumulative impacts. 

http://www.amrivers.org/mostendangered/kansas1996.htm
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For instance, one important component in assessing bank instability is the amount of bank 
stabilization occurring along the river. The Corps acknowledges in the Plan that river bed 
degradation causes bank instability. Bank instability often leads to permit applications for bank 
stabilization. The Final Environmental Impact Statement, dated January 1990, states that there 
were 34 areas ofbank stabilization in the lower Kansas River between its mouth and Bowersock 
Darn (Lawrence) and in the Topeka area. However, the Corps has been unable to provide current 
information on bank stabilization (amount or location) and stated that obtaining the figures 
would be difficult. Information concerning authorized bank stabilization projects should be 
available by querying the Corp's RAMS database. Alternatively, this information could also be 
ascertained by an evaluation of aerial photos of the Kansas River. In addition, we recommend 
the use of a systems analysis method including a conceptual model to do risk analysis. 

We are concerned about increased turbidity in the Kansas River caused by the return water from 
the dredging operations, especially from those operations that do not employ a settling pond. 
Increases in turbidity cause decreased light penetration, reduced photosynthesis, shifting 
compositions ofbenthic invertebrates, and shifting populations of fish. Freshwater mussels are 
particularly sensitive to substrate alteration. Increased sedimentation alters fish nursery habitat 
and may impair other aquatic organisms. We recommend that turbidity levels be monitored. The 
permit should be modified to require the return water be routed through settling ponds for all 
dredging operations. Settling ponds should be properly sized, be protected so that they are not 
inundated during flooding, and should be located far enough away from the river so that the 
warm, silty water can not enter the river. 

Sediments act as long-term sources o:fie~tltamination as the result of the resuspension of 
sediment particles by disturbance. An area of the Kansas River included in the dredging permits 
is under a fish consumption advisory due to chlordane contamination. Many pollutants, 
including chlordane, agricultural chemicals, and heavy metals, attach to sediments. Dredging 
operations resuspend the sediments in the water column by churning the water and the 
subsequent discharge of return water. A thorough review should be undertaken ofpotentially 
toxic sediment contaminants in or near the stream bed where dredging operations are occurring 
or where bed sediments may be disturbed (upstream and downstream) by the operations. 

For many reaches of the River the Corps the Corps has not established a total annual extraction 
limit. We recommend that the annual bedload be calculated for each site and that aggregate 
extraction be restricted to a portion lower than that amotmt. 

We are disturbed by the lack of a mitigation and restoration plan. Mitigation and restoration 
should be an integral part of the management of sand and gravel extraction projects, should occur 
concurrently with extraction activities, and should be an ongoing process. Every operator should 
be required to develop a formal reclamation plan. In terms ofNational Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) regulations, mitigation includes: (1) avoidance of direct or indirect impacts or losses; (2) 
minimization of the extent or magnitude of the action; (3) repair, rehabilitation or restoration of 
integrity and function; ( 4) reduction or elimination of impacts by preservation and maintenance; 
and (5) compensation by replacement or substitution of the resource or environment. Thus, 
restoration is a part of mitigation, and according to the preceding definitions, the aim of 
restoration should be to restore the biotic integrity of a riverine ecosystem, not just to repair the 
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damaged abiotic components. Due to the importance of recreation on the Kansas River, 
mitigation for impacts to recreation should also be implemented. ·. 
The Service recommends that either a mitigation fund, with contributions paid by the operators, 
or royalties from gravel extraction be used to fund the mitigation and restoration programs as 
well as for effectiveness monitoring. 

We fmd it objectionable that these permits are no longer being reviewed under Section 404. 
Sand and gravel dredging operations discharge dredged sediment back into the river which would 
appear to be a discharge of dredged material into navigable waters. Dredging increases the 
turbidity of the river at the dredging site and downstream. The increased turbidity caused by the 
input of dredged return water has the potential to cause adverse impacts to the aquatic 
environments including resuspension of contaminants, decreased liglit penetration, reduced · 
photosynthesis, shifting compositions ofbenthic invertebrates, and shifting populations of fish. 
Freshwater mussels are particularly sensitive to substrate alteration. Increased sedimentation 
alters fish spawning and breeding habitat and the habitat of other aquatic organisms. These 
impacts should be evaluated under Section 404 guidelines. These permits have been reviewed 
under Section 404 and Section 10 in the past. We do not believe that the permits have been 
modified to any extent that would nullify the relevance to Section 404. In addition, The permit 
review should adhere to a 5 year review as per Section 404 guidelines. Review under Section 
404 would also allow for an alternatives analysis and economic benefit analysis, both of which 
should be updated. 

Although the alternative of off-channel sand sources has been investigated in the past, this 
alternative should be reexamined due to changes in economics, advances in technology, and 
information about the impact of sand and gravel dredging to aquatic habitat and riverine systems. 
In addition, an alternative that appears to have been overlooked is the use of substitutes for sand 
and gravel. Slag, expanded aggregate, shredded tires, shells, crushed stone, and recycled 
concrete and asphalt have been found to be acceptable substitutes for sand and gravel 
(http:! /pubs. usgs.gov/of/2002/ofr-02- l 53/0FR-02-153-508.pdf). 

The National Marine Fisheries Service's National Gravel Extraction Policy includes 
recommendations to minimize impacts to streams and rivers. Although formulated to protect the 
freshwater habitat of anadromous fish, we believe the following are relevant for the Kansas River 
and would reduce the current level of impacts to the Kansas River basin. 

1. Restrict the operation and storage of heavy equipment within riparian habitat. Any new access 
roads should not encroach into the riparian zones. · 

2. Stockpiles should be located out of the floodplain of the river or as far away from the channel 
as possible. An undisturbed buffer of a minimum 200' in width should be maintained at the top 
of the bank for the length of the excavation and the access area should be replanted once 
excavation is completed. 

3. Mining should not take place during spawning seasons or other critical habitat times. The 
Corps should coordinate with KDWP and the Service on these dates. 
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4. Configurations, slopes, and elevations of graded areas should be varied during reclamation to 

.. provide habitat diversity . 

5. All commercial dredging operations on the Kansas River should employ a settling pond. 

Despite evidence that past commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River and 
cumulative impacts from other activities has caused serious environmental problems the Corps 
issued permits during the 1990s to allow the continuation of these operations. The Corps devised 
the Plan in an effort to minimize and monitor the impacts. However, we believe that the Plan 
falls far short of minimizing the impacts, does not require the collection of enough information to 
throughly evaluate the health of the river basin, and does not define how some of the information 
that is required will be used or evaluated. The tremendous changes in the composition of fish 
fauna in the Kansas River from the 1950's through the 1980's has been documented. We can 
only presume that changes in aquatic and terrestrial fauna that live in the Kansas River basin 
continue along with the degradation of their habitats, however at this time we do not have enough 
information to determine the current impacts on fish and wildlife resources from this project. We 
recommend that the EIS be updated and the Regulatory Plan monitoring components be 
expanded. However, in the opinion ofDOI, based on the Final Regulatory Report and 
Environmental hnpact Statement - Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas River, Kansas 
(1990), Final Report for Analysis of Channel Degradation and Bank Erosion in the Lower Kansas 
River (1984), and Report on the hnpacts of Commercial Dredging on the Fishery of the Lower 
Kansas River (1982), and the lack of more current data, we must, at this time, conclude that the 
project may result in substantial and unacceptable impacts to aquatic resources of national 
importance. We recommend that the permits be held in abeyance pending the resource agencies 
review of the updated information, analysis of impacts to Federally listed species, and any 
subsequent Section 7 consultation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Ifyou have any questions, please 
contact me or Susan Blackford, ofmy staff, at (785) 539-3474. 

Field Supervisor 

cc: 	 EPA, Kansas City, KS (Wetland Protecti n Section) 
KDWP, Pratt, KS (Environmental Services) 
KDHE, Topeka, KS (Bureau ofWater) 
NPS, Omaha, NE (Sue Jennings) 

WHG/shb 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Kansas Field Office 

315 Houston Street, Suite E 

Manhattan, Kansas 66502-6172 

March 1, 2006 

Joshua Marx, Project Manger 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Field Offlce 
700 Federal Building 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 

RE: CENWK-CO-RW (200600407) FWS Tracking# 2006-P-0101 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposal from Victory Sand and 
Gravel to dredge aggregate for commercial purposes from the Kansas River at river miles 77.1 to 
78.6. This proposal is a relocation of existing permit 199700116 which is currently located at 
river mile 86.3 to 86.5 which will be closed to dredging on August 1, 2006 due to average 
riverbed degradation exceeding two feet in this reach of the Kansas River. The project is located 
in the Kansas River at river miles 77.l to 78.6, Section 23, Township 11 south, Range 16 east, 
Shawnee County, Kansas. 

We have reviewed the permit application pursuant to our authorities under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.); 
section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C 1344); the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 
(J\i1BTA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq); the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and executive orders 11990 (wetland protection) and 11988 
(floodplain management). 

Three federally listed bird species are known to nest along the Kansas River: the bald eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and piping plover (Charadrius melodus), federally listed as 
threatened, and the least tern (Sterna antillarum ), federally listed as endangered. Successful 
nesting by the piping plover and least tern has to date been confined to the Kansas River 
upstream from the mouth of the Delaware River. All successful bald eagle nests have been 
upstream of Lawrence. Although none of the three species have documented nesting sites in this 
section of the river, suitable habitat appears to exist. All three species have expanded their 
nesting ranges on the river in recent years so it is possible, that if undisturbed, any or all of the 
three species could utilize this section of the river for nesting in the future. 
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If any project activity appears likely to harass or disturb any of these three species observed at or 
" 	 near any site, the Service should be notified prior to commencement of the activity, so that an 

assessment may be made of the potential for adverse impacts. An activity which harasses any 
listed species and disrupts its normal breeding, feeding or sheltering activities to the extent that 
harm or injury results is a prohibited taking under the Endangered Species Act. 

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) utilizes the Kansas River throughout the year, for 
nesting during the summer and for feeding year around. Eagles use large live trees and snags for 
perches. If any trees at least 50 feet tall and/or 24 inches dbh within 100 feet of the water's edge 
are to be removed, or if 10 or more trees greater than 12 inches dbh within 100 feet of the water's 
edge are to be removed, consultation with the Service may be required pursuant to section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Unvegetated sandbars and islands provide ideal nesting habitat for terns and plovers, foraging 
habitat for shorebirds and waterbirds, and nesting sites for aquatic turtles. Shallow water areas 
provide spawning and nursery areas for most fish species in the river. Terns feed on small fish 
species and the fry of larger species, while bald eagles are dependent on healthy reproducing 
populations of larger fish. The sand/water interface of quiet water areas provide an invertebrate 
prey base for piping plovers. Mining should not take place during spawning seasons or other 
critical habitat times. The Corps should coordinate with KDWP and the Service on these dates. 

Dredging increases the turbidity of the river at the dredging site and downstream. The increased 
turbidity caused by the input of dredge return water has the potential to cause adverse impacts to 
the aquatic environments including resuspension of contaminants, decreased light penetration, 
reduced photosynthesis, shifting compositions of benthic invertebrates, and shifting populations 
of fish. 	 Freshwater mussels are particularly sensitive to substrate alteration. Increased 
sedimentation alters fish spawning and breeding habitat and the habitat of other aquatic 
organisms. 

An analysis should be conducted to determine what effect, if any, commercial sand and gravel 
dredging may have on the habitats of the three listed species and other aquatic organisms. This 
analysis should first consider the potential for impacting habitat which currently exists, such as 
removal of sandbars and islands, the effect on the riparian cottonwood forest resulting from 
changes in bed elevation and bank widening, and the effect of noise and disturbance from sand 
dredging operations. Secondly, the analysis should attempt to determine what role commercial 
dredging is playing in preventing habitat creation or maintenance in the actively dredged reaches 
of the Kansas River. 

We believe the application should have a mitigation and restoration plan. Mitigation and 
restoration should be an integral part of the management of sand and gravel extraction projects, 
should occur concurrently with extraction activities, and should be an ongoing process. We 
request the opportunity to review and comment on the mitigation plan. A mitigation fund, with 
contributions paid by the operators, or royalties from gravel extraction could be used to fund the 
mitigation and restoration programs as well as for effectiveness monitoring. 

2 
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You provided information additional information concerning the project via a telephone 
·· 	 conversation with Susan Blackford, of my staff. As we understand, current cross section surveys 

of the river bed extend only one-tenth of a mile downstream from the proposed site while 
regulations mandate such surveys five miles up and downstream of each dredging site. There are 
current surveys for the five mile reach upstream of the site which show that the river bed has 
degraded approximately three-quarters of a foot since the baseline elevations were taken in 1992. 
We recommend that cross section surveys be completed for the entire five mile reach 
downstream of the proposed site before dredging is allowed to begin. 

Plant facilities and operations including aggregate stockpiles, sorting equipment, access roads, 
and heavy equipment should be kept out of the riparian zone and as far away from the channel as 
possible. An undisturbed vegetative buffer of a minimum 200' in width should be maintained at 
the top of the bank for the length of the excavation and the access area should be replanted once 
excavation is completed. 

Invasive species have been identified as a major factor in the decline of native flora and fauna 
and their ecosystems. Nearly half of the species currently listed as Threatened or Endangered 
under the U.S. Federal Endangered Species Act are considered to be at risk primarily because of 
competition with and predation by non-indigenous species (Nature Conservancy 1996; Wilcove 
et al. 1998). Human actions are the primary means of invasive species introductions. Prevention 
of introductions is the first and most cost-effective option for dealing with invasive species 
(Global Invasive Species Programme Toolkit). Executive order 13112 Section 2 (3) directs 
Federal agencies to not authorize, fund, or carry out actions that it believes are likely to cause or 
promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United States or elsewhere and to 
ensure that all feasible and prudent measures to minimize risk of harm will be taken in 
conjunction with the actions. Proactive measures to prevent the inadvertent spread of exotic and 
invasive species would appear to satisfy this directive. Therefore, the following BMP should be 
included as a permit condition. 

All equipment brought on site will be thoroughly washed to remove dirt, seeds and plant 
parts. Any equipment that has been in any body of water within the past 30 days will be 
thoroughly cleaned with hot water (hotter than 40° C or 104° F) and dried for a minimum 
of five days before being used at this project site. In addition, before transporting 
equipment from the project site all visible mud, plants, and fish/animals will be removed, 
all water will be eliminated, and the equipment will be throughly cleaned. Anything that 
came in contact with the water will be cleaned and dried following the above procedure. 

During a meeting on May 14, 2003 concerning sand dredging/mining on the Kansas River the 
Corps discussed the possibility of setting up a Special Area Management Plan for the section of 
river between Topeka and Lawrence. What is the status of this plan? 

The Corps has initiated the "Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas 
River (Plan). However, in our opinion, the Plan is not comprehensive enough to provide 
adequate information to evaluate total impacts to the river and determine that the dredging 
activities avoid, minimize, and mitigate those impacts. The Plan is too limited in scope as it 
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limits the monitoring criteria to changes in the geomorphology of the river bed at the dredge .. 	 sites. We recommend that the monitoring program be expanded to include biological and water 
quality monitoring, an evaluation of sediment contamination. We would be happy to work with 
the Corps and other parties to design a biological monitoring plan. 

Monitoring of river bed degradation should be expanded to the entire length of the river. 
Monitoring only at the dredge sites does not give a clear and accurate picture of the effects of 
dredging on the channel bed. Rivers usually readjust their profile during high flows, eradicating 
dredging pits and giving the illusion that extraction has had no impact on the channel. Surveys 
of bed elevations taken along the entire length of the channel will provide a more accurate 
assessment of the distribution of downcutting (erosion) along the length of the channel. The 
organization American Rivers has calculated that the bed of the Kansas River has been lowered 
an average of 4.6m (http://vvww.amrivers.org/mostendangered/kansasl996.htm). According to 
The Kansas Water Office report Kansas River Channel Degradation (2005) degradation is 
occurring in nearly every reach of the Kansas River. The Topeka Public Water Supply weir at 
River Mile 87 has experienced 2 feet of degradation since 1988. 

Cumulative impacts analysis should be updated and kept current. Many changes in the 
watershed, both natural and manmade, can lead to cumulative impacts. For example, the Corps 
acknowledges in the Plan that river bed degradation causes bank instability. One important 
component in assessing bank instability is the amount of bank stabilization occurring along the 
river. As of the Final Environmental Impact Statement, dated January 1990, there were 34 areas 
of bank stabilization in the lower Kansas River between its mouth and Bowersock Dam 
(Lawrence) and in the Topeka area. Since it has been 16 years since the FEIS, updating the 
number of bank stabilization projects in these reaches would help immensely in evaluating 
whether the Regulatory Plan has reduced or slowed bank erosion. Information concerning 
authorized bank stabilization projects should be available by querying the Corp's RAMS 
database. Alternatively, this information could also be ascertained by an evaluation of aerial 
photos of the Kansas River. The Plan requires that a complete set of aerial photographs be taken 
of the Kansas River every four years. If the aerial photography were digitized the photo sets 
could then be compared to determine the amount of channel widening, locations of new bank 
stabilization, total amounts of bank stabilization, bar formation activity, etc. We request that the 
photos and resulting data be available to the resource agencies for review. 

Sediments act as long-term sources of contamination as the result of the resuspension of 
sediment particles by disturbance. Many pollutants, including chlordane, agricultural chemicals, 
and heavy metals, attach to sediments. Dredging operations resuspend the sediments in the water 
column by churning the water and the subsequent discharge of return water. A thorough review 
should be undertaken of potentially toxic sediment contaminants in or near the stream bed where 
dredging operations are occurring or where bed sediments may be disturbed (upstream and 
downstream) by the operations. Return water from the dredging operations, especially from 
those operations that do not employ a settling pond, are likely to make contaminants formerly 
bound to sediments bioavailable to aquatic organisms. The permit should be modified to require 
the return water be routed through settling ponds for all dredging operations. Settling ponds 
should be properly sized and be protected so that they are not inundated during flooding. 
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The applicant should be made aware of the MBTA and its relevance to this project. Under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, construction activities in prairies, wetlands, stream and woodland 
habitats, including the removal of upland borrow, and those that occur on bridges (e.g., which 
may affect swallow nests on bridge girders) that would otherwise result in the taking of migratory 
birds, eggs, young, and/or active nests should be avoided. Although the provisions ofMBTA are 
applicable year-round, most migratory bird nesting activity in Kansas occurs during the period of 
April 1 to July 15, although some migratory birds are known to nest outside this period. If the 
proposed construction project may result in the take of nesting migratory birds, the Service 
recommends a field survey during the nesting season of the affected habitats and structures to 
determine the presence of active nests. Our office should be contacted immediately for further 
guidance if a field survey identifies the existence of one or more active bird nests that cannot be 
avoided temporally or spatially by the planned construction activities. Adherence to these 
guidelines will help avoid the take of migratory birds and the possible need for law enforcement 
action. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have any questions, please 
contact me or Susan Blackford, of my staff, at (785) 539-3474. 

Sincerely, 

1JJ;j/~~ 
Michael J. Le Valley 
Field Supervisor 

cc: 	 EPA, Kansas City, KS (Wetland Protection Section) 
KDWP, Pratt, KS (Environmental Services) 
KDHE, Topeka, KS (Bureau of Water) 
Laura Calwell, Kansas Riverkeeper, Friends of the Kaw 

MJL/shb 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


REGION VII 

901 NORTH 5TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101 

3 0 SEP 2003 

Mr. Joshua Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64102 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

Re: Kansas River Dredging for Commercial Sand and Gravel Operations 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reviewed the above referenced public 
notice, dated August 8, 2003, regarding an application for a Department of the Army, Corps of 
Engineers individual permit in accordance with Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, which we 
believe should also include Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344). The purpose of 
the individual permit(s) would authorize the permitting of ten separate commercial sand and gravel 
dredging operation(s) on the Kansas River. 

The dredging process will consist of the extraction of stream bed materials with the discharge 
of suspended materials downstream. Sand and gravel operations addressed by this public notice are 
located at various sites on the Kansas River from river miles 91.6 to 84.5 and miles 45.2 to 9.4, 
excluding the section from river mile 25.9 to 40.5 which are no longer available for commercial 
dredging. The applicants for this project are: 

Meier's Ready Mix, Inc. 
Holiday Sand and Gravel 
Kansas Sand and Gravel 
Penny's Concrete 
Kaw Sand Company 

Currently, EPA does not have enough information to know whether the sediment discharged 
from these operations results in only "incidental fall back" or requires a 404 Permit. It is our 
understanding that, historically, other dredging operations such as those on the Missouri River 
require, and have been issued, 404 permits. An explanation of the differences between dredging 
operations which results in differening decisions concerning Clean Water Act (CWA) compliance 
has not been explained. Lacking scientific or engineering data, it is not understood why dredging 
operations on the Kansas River would be an exception to the normal 404 permitting process. 

RECYCLE~ 
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As you are aware 33 C.F.R §232.2 (d)(2)(i) provides: 

"The Corps and EPA regard the use of mechanical earth-moving equipment to conduct land­
clearing, ditching, channelization, in-stream mining or other earth moving activity in water 
of the United States as resulting in a discharge of dredged materials unless project-specific 
evidence indicates that the activity results in only "incidental fall back". 

Fallback from dredging operations can be in the form of colloidal (fine particles) which are 
not visible to the human eye. As the colloidal or suspended particles move downstream they 
are deposited on the stream bed and banks. Without project-specific evidence to determine 
the amount of this deposition we believe that the determination of incidental fall back is 
premature. It is our understanding that the incidental determination was made based on a 
visual observation. 

EPA is very concerned that there are possible ecological impairments associated with these 
activities and that the need for a 404 permit should be addressed. The project, as proposed, may 
have a negative impact to the hydrology, ecology and water quality of the stream. Environmental 
impact issues of concern are: 

A. Sediment Flow 

These types of projects alter the natural processes of erosion, transport and deposition of 
sediments within the stream bed. The suction dredge operation extracts the material from the 
river bottom by sucking up the bed material (sand, gravel) into the floating dredge. 
According to the public notice, "Excess water is drained from the sand and gravel and 
returned to the river." This water/sediment material is washed downstream and deposits on 
sandbars and banks of the stream. The dredge operation(s) have the potential to increase the 
amount of suspended material downstream from the dredging operation. EPA believes a 
sediment discharge volume should be established for each of the operations to determine 
whether they have only "incidental fallback" or require a 404 permit. Due to the close 
proximity of the dredging operations, EPA believes that the proposed cumulative discharges 
should also be consider and measured. 

B. Ecology 

Migration of aquatic life is very important. The dredging operations have the potential to 
alter stream flow patterns and have a direct effect on local flora from the impoundment of 
sediment and surface water. The benthic com:qmnity is an important link in the aquatic food 
chain and could be directly affected by the sediment load of the stream. It is important that a 
natural balance of sediment and organic material be provided for aquatic communities. 
Increased sediment loading during the dredging process has the potential to off-set the 
natural balance of sediment loading for the stream's aquatic communities. This project has 
the potential to negatively effect the downstream habitat for both flora and fauna due to the 
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sediment loading from the discharge of the sediment materials. The additional sediment load 
could effect filter feeders such as clams. The Kansas River is designated for a "special 
aquatic life use" which means that it is a surface water that contains combinations of habitat 
types and indigenous biota not found commonly in the state, or it is a surface water that 
contains representatives populations of threatened or endangered species. 

C. Hydrology 

Change in stream flow patterns has a direct effect on the velocity of the stream and directly 
effects the downstream characteristics of the stream. Alterations in the river bed directly 
affect the dynamics of the stream and can result in increased erosion downstream as well as 
localized flooding due to the deposition of sediment. These potential negative factors would 
be derived from the change in sediment ioad, which is due to the proposed up stream change 
in the channel structure (morphology). It is important to maintain the existing stream 
morphology to ensure that the natural biological degradation processes occur. The existing 
morphology of the stream should be incorporated into the design of all projects associated 
with the stream. The design of this project should include measures to minimize impacts to 
the sediment loading and stream morphology. Wherever possible, the natural morphology of 
the channel should remain unchanped. The proposed sand and gravel operation(s) have the 
potential to cut off the natural str~am flow by redepositing downstream. The downstream 
change in the elevation of the stream would increase the velocity in selected areas, thereby 
increasing the scour and erosion of the stream channel downstream from the mining sites. 
The areas of heavy deposit may be subject to localized flooding due to the change in 
elevation of the stream bed. 

D. Cumulative Impacts 

The cumulative impacts from the biological, chemical and physical aspects of these projects 
should be considered. We are concerned about the potential adverse impacts this project will 
have on the stream ecosystem and the receiving waters downstream. The potential loss of 
seasonal aquatic habitatof invertebrate animals and forage fish could be significant. The 
proposed change in flows pattern have the cumulative potential to negatively alter the quality 
ofthe downstream aquatic ccmmunities. The cum;.1lative impacts on the stream system 
should be considered for this project. An overall watershed approach to planning should 
have been considered for this project, following the Corps regulatory guidance letter of 
December 24, 2002. We are concerned about the potential impacts this project could have 
on the stream ecology. The effects to the existing critical ecosystems, if any, should have 
been addressed. The cumulative impact, as stated in the Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) of 1991, for this project also includes economic costs associated with the water 
treatment facilities located on the river, recreation costs to the local vendors, asthenic cost, 
water quality and quantity issues and related costs, and ecological costs associated with 
aquatic species. We recommend updating the EIS in order to demonstrate the effects of these 
operations. 



-4­

recreational value of the river. The local economy could be adversely impacted by the 
reduction in eco-tourism funds associated with the recreation on the river. An updated cost­
benefit analysis may be required to determine the impact to the local economy. 

EPA would prefer that a volumetric determination of the discharged materials from the 
dredging operation be made available for consideration. It appears appropriate that an evaluation of 
sediment transport be conducted for all the effected reach( s) of the Kansas River and a determination 
made regarding the amount of sediment transported downstream from each dredge operation. 

For the reasons stated above, EPA believes that a Section 404 permit as well as a Section 10 
permit may be required. 

Based on information provided to us, we recommend that the application be revised and, if 
indicated by the additional studies for incidental fallback, that a 404 permit be required. We 
appreciate the opportunity to provide comments to your public notice. These comments have been 
prepared in accordance with our authority under the Clean Water Act as amended by the Water 
Quality Act of 1987. Please keep us apprised of the status of this application by providing us with a 
written disposition of the outcome. Please forward any permits to us. Ifyou have any questions, 
please contact Larry Long, Hydrologist, at (913) 551-7561. 

Water uality Management Branch 

cc: 	 Susan Blackford, USFWS, Manhattan, KS 
Scott Satterwaite, KDHE, Topeka, KS 
Chris Hayes, KS DWP, Pratt, KS 
Ed Byrd, KDA, Topeka, KS 
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STATE OF KANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & PARKS 
Office of the Secretary 


1020 S Kansas Ave., Room 200 

Topeka, KS 66612-1327 


Phone: (785) 296-2281 FAX: (785) 296-6953 


September 11, 2003 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Re: 	 Sand and Gravel Dredging Operations - Kansas River 
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers Permit Numbers: 200301776, 200301771, 200301860, 
200301861,200301862,200200317,200200319,200200322,200200328,200301759, 
200301768, and 200301863 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Governor's Natural Resources Sub-cabinet has the following comments and 
recommendations in response to the Corps ofEngineers' public notice regarding the above­
referenced permits. 

First, we request that a public hearing be held to consider the applications. The concerns 
outlined below merit a public hearing to allow the Corps, permit holders and the public to discuss 
issues and potential solutions. The Kansas River is a significant resource for the State. It 
provides public water supply, recreation, protection for threatened and endangered species 
habitat, aggregate production and other uses. The protection and utilization of that resource is of 
interest to all Kansans. A public venue is appropriate to insure that the wide array of opinions on 
proper management of the river is heard. 

We have identified five major areas of concern to be addressed in the Corps's permitting 
process: 

1. 	 The potential impact of dredging operations on public water supply intakes, other water 

supply intakes, bridges, pipeline crossings, and other structures. 


It is important that the Corps continue to assess the impact of<lredging operations, 
especially bed degradation, on infrastructure components in the river. The Corps should share 
this infom1ation with the State, operators, and other interested parties. 
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2. The potential impact of dredging operations on the river's banks. 

The Corps should identify areas where bank degradation occurs and the relationship of 
those areas to dredging operations. If there is a relationship between dredging operations and 
bank degradation, the Corps should consider permit conditions to reduce impacts to an 
acceptable level. 

3. The impact of dredging operations on use of the Kansas River for recreation. 

Permitting should seek to ease conflicts between use of the river for recreation- canoeing 
and fishing - and dredging operations. For public safety, dredging operators should display 
appropriate markings so canoeists and others using the river can identify obstacles, especially 
cables and other less visible appurtenances. Dredging operations should create a means to 
bypass barriers to passage. 

4. The potential impact of dredging activities on fish and wildlife. 

In the attached Appendix A, Fish and Wildlife Concerns are addressed regarding potential 
impacts of dredging activities and monitoring efforts. 

5. The potential for dredging activities to adversely affect water quality. 

In the attached Appendix B, Water Quality Concerns are addressed. There must be 
measures to prevent violations of the State's water quality criteria and to develop water quality 
protection plans as are required by other industries. 

At this time insufficient scientific evidence exists to make a definitive judgement about 
the impacts of dredging of sand and gravel from the Kansas River under the Corps's regulatory 
plan dated January, 1990. Therefore, we suggest that permits be renewed for a maximum often 
years, subject to addressing the issues raised in this letter. The Corps should retain jurisdiction to 
develop scientific evidence to make a decision about river dredging during this ten year period. 

For the first five years, the Corps should assemble information on using pits in the 
floodplain as a source of aggregate, rather than river dredging. If the studies indicate the 
dredging operations have detrimental impacts to the Kansas River and transition to pits is 
practical, the Corps should notify permit holders that permits will not be renewed when they 
expire. 

After five years, the Corps should notify permit holders, the public and the State, if the 

regulatory plan is eliminating unacceptable impacts on the river, or if additional controls to the 
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regulatory plan would achieve that goal. Any new permit conditions should be imposed at that 
time as well. Those permit conditions might include reductions in annual production throughout 
the valley or in specific reaches, closure of more reaches of the river to in-stream dredging or 
other measures developed by the Corps. 

If the Corps decides all or parts of the river need to be closed to stream dredging, permit 
holders should be allowed five years for transition from dredging in the river to using pits in the 
floodplain. This would also allow permit holders ten years of operation under the known 
conditions set forth in the Corps's current regulatory plan. In short, it provides a means to 
balance the protection of the river with utilization of the river's resources. 

Because of the multi-faceted nature of the dredging issue, including ramifications that go 
beyond what the Corps of Engineers must examine in its permitting process, we intend to 
recommend to the Governor that a task force be assembled. This task force will examine the 
impacts ofriver dredging on the Kansas River and alternative sources of aggregate. The 
economic, environmental and social impacts of both in-river dredging and reductions or 
elimination of such dredging will be studied. The task force will exan1ine the State's regulatory 
framework that addresses aggregate production from floodplain pits to evaluate our ability to 
manage the impacts ofdredging operations if they must be moved completely to pits. Members 
of this task force should come from industry, permit holders, the public, local governments and 
affocted State government agencies. State agencies with expertise in these issues will participate 
in an advisory capacity for the task force. The task force will also consider the information the 
Corps of Engineers can make available, including the above-recommended studies. 

The Corps should also participate on the task force because of its vital role in permitting, 
and in recognition of the Corps's technical understanding of the impacts ofriver dredging. The 
Corps has assembled the most complete set of data about dredging impacts. If the Corps 
implements our recommendations, the task force will work together so recommendations will be 
forthcoming at the five year decision point. We welcome the opportunity to coordinate this task 
force's efforts with the studies and assessments we have recommended the Corps undertake in 
that five year period. 

8..srf:Wtoi-
Michael Hayden, Secretary 

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
Chairperson of the Natural Resources Sub-cabinet 
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U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 
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Members of the Natural Resources Sub-Cabinet: 
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Kansas Department of Agriculture Kansas Department ofHealth and Environment 

~ 51-~ A~ir~~Tracy leter, Executive Director 
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Appendix A 

Fish and Wildlife Concerns 
Prepared by the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 

The Kansas River and its associated riparian conidor provide important habitats for 
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife species. Of concern is the potential for dredging operations to 
alter stream channel morphological features and terrestrial habitats along the riparian conidor. 
Dredging tends to create deeper water habitats with slower currents as opposed to a variety 
habitats with varying depths of water under more normal conditions. This could lead to changes 
in channel morphological features upstream and downstream from the actual dredged area. The 
result would degrade habitats of many aquatic species. This alteration of morphological features 
could also lead to channel degradation that in tum can cause changes in the channel which further 
leads to lateral erosion as pointed out in the report titled The Kansas River Corridor--lts 
Geologic Setting, Land Use, Economic Geology, and Hydrology 
(http://www.kgs. ukans .edu/Pub lications/KR/ind ex.html). 

Lateral erosion leads to loss of the quantity and quality of the riparian conidor which is 
an important source ofhabitats for terrestrial and semi-aquatic wildlife species. The Kansas 
River is state-designated as critical habitats for the state-threatened flathead chub and sturgeon 
chub. All the waters within a corridor along the main stem of the river are designated as critical 
habitats for the state and federally-endangered Least Tern and state and federally-threatened 
Piping Plover. These two bird species rely on bare sand bars for nesting and forage along the 
river channel. The riparian conidor along the river is designated as critical habitats for the state 
and federally-threatened Bald Eagle. The eagle relies on large trees along the riparian conidor 
and on mid-channel bars for perching and roosting sites during the winter months (i.e., 
approximately mid November to mid March). 

We recommend that the Corps of Engineers consider adding a condition to the pennits 
that includes a biological monitoring component to assess the biological community of the river. 
The resultant data from the monitoring efforts could then be used as another gauge to assess the 
effects of dredging over time on the biological communities of the Kansas River. 

http://www.kgs
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Water Quality Concerns 
Prepared by the Kansas Department ofHealth and Environment 

The State recommends that the Corps include in each permit the following requirements 
pertaining to water quality protection: 

1. WATER QUALITY STANDARDS: Measures must be taken to prevent violations of 
the water quality criteria described in K.A.R.28-16-28e. The applicant is directed to pay 
particular attention to preventing pollution impacts of turbidity, pH, temperature, nutrients, 
microbial pathogens, pesticides, chemicals, deposits of solids, suspended solids, floating debris, 
scum, visible oil and grease, or solvents from equipment leaks and dissolved or emulsified grease 
concentrations in waters of the state during the dredging activities and after completion of 
dredging activities. 

2. WATER QUALITY PROTECTION PLAN: The applicant shall prepare and 
implement a written water quality protection plan to protect local water resources at the dredging 
site(s). The water quality protection plan shall identify components of the permitted activity (i.e. 
solid waste handling, fuel storage and leaks, sediment from construction, post operational 
maintenance etc.) which may or will result in the discharge of pollutants to waters of the state. 
For each component which may discharge pollutants to waters of the state, the plan shall set.out 
the physical, structural and management measures being implemented to prevent or minimize the 
discharge ofpollutants to waters of the state. Kansas Department ofHealth and Environment 
can assist with development of this plan. 

a. This activity is on the Kansas River, designated by the State ofKansas as a 
Special Aquatic Life Use (SAL U) water, due to the presence ofa combination ofhabitat 
and rare, threatened or endangered species K.A.R. 28-16-28 (a) (2) (A). Therefore, the 
water quality protection plan, referenced to earlier in this condition, shall be submitted 
to: 

Kansas Department ofHealth and Environment, Bureau of Water, Watershed 
Management Section, 1000 SW Jackson, Ste 420, Topeka, KS 66612-1367. 

b. All waste materials produced by the dredging operation shall be disposed of in 
accordance with the provisions of the Kansas solid waste management statutes and 
regulations (K.S.A. 65-3401 and K.A.R. 28-29-1 et. seq.) or applicable local rules. Good 
house keeping including personal refuse such as food containers, sacks etc. should also be 
considered. 

c. Fuels and other maintenance chemicals necessary for the dredging activities 
should be stored away from the water body and in such a manner that accidental spillage 
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is reduced or can be temporarily contained before reaching the water body. Maintenance 
areas should also be located in this manner. 

d. Should a spill of gasoline or discharge of pollutants occur, the appropriate County 
emergency staff should be contacted first by dialing 911. The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment shall then be notified innnediately: (785)- 296-1679 (24 hours 
a day.) KDHE Northeast District Office will monitor spill cleanup by calling (785) 842­
4600. The Kansas Adjutant Generals Office should also be contacted (785/296-8013) as 
well as the National Spill Response Center (1-800-424-8802 ). Spill prevention and 
response plan development is encouraged. At the minimum, the above numbers 
shall be posted. 

e. The applicant shall take appropriate measures to capture any floating debris 
released to surface waters as a result of this project. 

f. The applicant shall avoid degrading activities resulting in damage to or the 
inability to operate public water supply intakes. Degradation of the river bed 
compromising the operation of these intakes should be prohibited. 



KATHLEEN St:BEUUS GOVERNOR 

September 14, 2006 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
700 Federal Buiiding 
601 East 1ih Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Governor's Natural Resource Sub-cabinet appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed changes to the Kansas River dredging permits. In our September 11, 2003 letter to you 
on the same subject we identified five areas of concern that needed to be addressed. Our 
comments will cover those same issues. 

1. 	 The potential impact of dredging operations on public water supply intakes, other water 
supply intakes, bridges, pipeline crossings, and other structures. 

In January 2005, the Kansas Water Authority directed the Kansas Water Office to study existing 
information regarding degradation affecting the Kansas River and report back at the June 2005 
meeting. The Corps of Engineers was critical to the success of that work. The result of that 
analysis was that degradation is occurring at various locations of the river. However, identification 
of the exact cause of that degradation is difficult at best. 

The Kansas Water Authority recommended funding to further quantify the extent of the 
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the various locations. The Governor's Natural Resource Sub-cabinet continues to be concerned 
about the effects of degradation on infrastructure within and below the riverbed. However until the 
work authorized by the Kansas Water Authority is completed, we cannot identify corrective actions 
to limit the extent of the degradation or its impact on the infrastructure. 

We request that the Corps of Engineers continue to work with the technical advisory committee 
working on this issue to identify both the extent of the degradation as well as its causes. 

2. 	 The potential impacts of dredging operations on the river's banks. 

While not specifically identified by the Kansas Water Authority directives, the technical advisory 
committee recognizes the close relationship of degradation to the stability of the Kansas River's 
banks. As such the technical advisory committee has identified the need for an inventory of the 
location and type of structures and hard points along the banks of the Kansas River. This work 
has just recently begun. The Corps of Engineers has extensive information on a number of these 



structures and hard points. We request that you continue to work with the technical advisory 
committee and share the information that is available within the Corps of Engineers files. 

After this work has been completed both the state and the Corps of Engineers will be able to 
better assess the relationship of dredging operations to bank erosion issues. 

3. The impact of dredging operations on the use of the Kansas River for recreation. 

We note that in your proposed changes to the dredging permits you would require dredge 
operators to coordinate with the United States Coast Guard on recreational boating issues. In 
addition, operators would be required to develop and implement a recreational boating safety and 
warning plan to ensure safety of recreational users on the river. We support this proposed 
change and believe is a step in the right direction. 

We propose that the dredge operator also coordinate with the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks. The Department of Wildlife and Parks is working with local units 
of government to implement aplanto improve recreational access to the Kansas River. Additional 
coordination on the front end will reduce conflict and improve operations for both the dredging and 
recreational committees. 

4. The potential impact of dredging activities on fish and wildlife. 

The work of the Kansas Water Authority technical advisory committee has also identified changes 
to the fish and wildlife communities within the Kansas River as an area of concern. The Kansas 
Water Authority recommended funding for a biological survey of the Kansas River during the last 
legislative session. The funding was approved and a study will soon be underway by the Kansas 
Biological Survey to develop an index of biological integrity for the lower portions of the Kansas 
River. 

Continued coordination and sharing of information between the state and the Corps of Engineers 
is critical to the success of this effort. Once this study is completed the state and Corps of 
Engineers will be a better position to identify corrective actions that may be necessary to improve 
the fish and wildlife habitat of the Kansas River. 

5. The potential for dredging activities to adversely affect water quality. 
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Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas River, addressing water quality 
detailed in section IX: Restrictions Concerning Water Quality. We concur that the required use 
of siltation basins for dredge return water should be considered on a case-by-case basis; that the 
dredge return water should be returned to the river via a sluiceway or by piping; and that silt and 
debris removed by siltation basins should not be reintroduced to the river, but disposed of 
properly. 

The Natural Resources Sub-cabinet also supports the additional proposed change to require 
restoration of abandoned sites. The Corps of Engineers should coordinate this activity with the 
State Conservation Commission which has authority over reclamation of standing gravel pits 
within state to ensure that the activities required are consistent with state standards. In addition, 
local county authorities should be consulted as they often have additional requirements above and 
beyond state standards. 

The cooperative working relationship that has developed between the State of Kansas and the 
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Corps of Engineers on dredging permits over the last couple of years has improved both the 
understanding of the issues and the actions necessary to improve the quality of the Kansas River 
for all citizens. This coordination must continue as we begin implementation of additional studies 
and recommendations from existing studies. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the Kansas River 
dredging permits. 

.in~)!J 
J. Michael Hayden, Secretary 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
Chairperson of the Natural Resources Sub-cabinet 

1020 SW Kansas Ave., Suite 200, Topeka, KS 66612-1327 
Phone 785-296-2281 FAX 785-296-6953 



The UniversityofKansas 


Kansas Biological Survey 

2 September 2003 

Mr. Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building, 601 E. 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Re: Conunents relating to the Regulatory Plan for Conunercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas 
River. 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

We have had an opportunity to review the Regulatory Plan and in general are pleased with the way 
the document addresses physical aspects ofdredging-related impacts to the Kansas River. However, 
we would like to share our concerns relative to the apparent lack of a biological monitoring 
component in the Monitoring Plan. Considering that dredging in, and water quality of the Kansas 
River have been the focus of much attention in recent years from environmental and recreational 
interests, confining the monitoring criteria strictly to aspects of geomorphology is likely to be 
perceived as too narrow and deficient in scope. 

This letter reflects the consensus opinion of several aquatic ecologists having various scientific 
specialties in the Kansas Biological Survey, all having broad experience with biological inventories 
and assessments of numerous large rivers, streams, and lakes in our region through grant-funded 
research. Coincidently, two of them are also among authors of the 1982 study "Impacts of 
Conunercial Dredging on the Fishery of the Lower Kansas River" (DACW 41-79-C-007 5). As a 
consequence of these factors, and per our mandate from the legislature, we are frequently asked to 
render opinions about the environmental condition and health of the lower Kansas River. Over the 
years these inquiries have come from individuals such as fishermen, environmental interest groups, 
dredge operators and other diverse users. Answering these questions has been difficult because of 
the paucity of recent quantitative, comprehensive information and sampling data on the Kansas 
River for important biological indicators of general condition and abundance/diversity of fish, 
benthic macroinvertebrates, and plankton. Therefore, we have been constrained in our ability to offer 
an informed opinion about what exactly is the current state ofthe biological community ofthe river 
even in general terms, much less how the community might be impacted by continued dredging 

Higuchi Hall• 2101 Constant Ave., Room 106 ° Lawrence, KS 66047-3759 
(785) 864-1500 •Fax: (785) 864-1534 • www.kbs.ku.edu 
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under the new permit guidelines. 

Since the l 950's the composition of the fish fauna of the Kansas River has undergone tremendous 
change. Kansas' threatened fish species inhabiting the Kansas River include the federally 
endangered pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus al bus), while state-listed threatened species include the 
flathead chub (Platygobio gracilis), sturgeon chub (Macrhybopsis gelida), and western silvery 
minnow (Hybognathus argyn'tis). Several SINC species are present including the blue sucker 
(Cycleptus elongatus), highfin carpsucker (Carpiodes velifer), plains minnow (Hybognathus 
placitus), and river shiner (Notropis blennius). It is thought that these dramatic environmental 
changes are probably not the result of any single factor, such as dredging, but rather are likely due 
to a combination of disturbances, such as agricultural runoff, urbanization, impoundments, and 
channel modifications. 

As you may recall, much ofthe historical and baseline information currently available for assessing 
fish populations and community structure in the lower Kansas River is derived from just two distinct 
points in time. These data were obtained through intensive sampling efforts under the direction of 
Dr. Frank Cross at the University of Kansas. The first of these efforts was conducted over several 
years in the early 1950's. The second of these occurred as a by-product of monthly sampling over 
a three-year period for the above-mentioned dredging study. One ofthe most disturbing conclusions 
drawn from an internal comparison of these studies was that the fish community had changed 
dramatically in the lower river over a mere 25-30 year period, with once-dominant species being 
nearly or completely replaced by others. This temporally dynamic and rapidly occurring alteration 
in the Kansas River fish community strongly suggests habitat conditions were far from being 
stabilized then, and very likely have continued to change even more in the interval between 1982 
and the present day (although as mentioned before, this supposition cannot be verified because of 
the lack ofrecent data). 

The Kansas River is occasionally sampled for fish and macroinvertebrates by various other agencies, 
such as KS Wildlife and Parks, KDHE, USGS, USFWS, and perhaps others, but these efforts are 
small, infrequent, inconsistent, and thus not thorough enough to allow us to comprehend what is 
occurring in the Kansas River ecosystem at the present time. We do not want to downplay the value 
of these other efforts. Instead, we wish to emphasize that much more extensive efforts undertaken 
and in all seasons will be necessary to gain a meaningful understanding of the present state of the 
river and its fishery. Such key information useful to all these agencies is currently lacking, even 
though its acquisition would provide knowledge vital to the river's regulation, management, and 
conservation, and would, thereby, protect the public interest into the future. 

This may be a very appropriate time for the USACE and other interested parties to consider laying 
the groundwork for a significant ecological assessment of the lower Kansas River. It has been 25 
years since publication of the most recent fisheries inventory (1982 dredging study), and roughly 
50 years since the first extensive survey underthe direction ofDr. Cross (early l 950's). Performing 
a comparable study today would provide an ideal time-line for detecting rate ofchange in the system 
over the past half-century, and create a new database reflecting the current status of the river's 
aquatic organisms and indicator information essential to the identification ofstressors. This includes 
an important need to update occurrence, population, and distribution information for a number of 
fish species in the Kansas River, including threatened and endangered species. Such a study would 



also provide a wealth of other new information valuable to the Corps, other federal and state 
agencies, universities, and the general public. 

As the Corps' Monitoring Plan relates to their intention to issue new IO-year dredging permits on 
the Kansas River, we believe the plan is deficient because it does not include criteria for biological 
monitoring. It has been well established that dredging contributes to transforming habitats within 
the river through the gradual depletion and movement ofsand, and that those effects are cumulative. 
Such effects are manifested in detectable changes to the fish and invertebrate fauna, both locally at 
operating dredge sites and progressively downstream in reaches where dredging was abandoned due 
to sand depletion. At the time ofpublication of the 1982 study, this situation was due in part to the 
fact that the rate ofextraction was exceeding the rate ofdeposition (replenishment from upstream). 
Presumably the new regulatory plan and extractive rate restrictions will serve to alleviate the former 
condition, but under the current monitoring program there is no way to demonstrate how the plan 
will actually and ultimately affect the biota. Biological information and data are both vital to making 
any meaningful determination relating to the protection of human and wildlife values. 

There would be considerable value in performing biological monitoring and assessment in addition 
to other criteria listed in the monitoring program. As a means of explaining their applicability, the 
following "Uses" are for the most part relevant and borrowed directly from the EPA's Biocriteria 
and Bioassessment website (www.epa.gov/ost/biocriteria): 

Uses of Biocriteria and Bioassessment Data: 

Biological assessments can be used to measure the response ofbiological communities to incidents 
such as spills and discharges, determine the extent of damage caused, and determine the rate and 
degree of waterbody recovery. Biological evidence gathered can be used to assist enforcement 
agencies with both civil and criminal enforcement actions. 

1. 	 Biocriteria, used in the framework ofbiologically-based aquatic life use designations, help 
shift the regulatory focus from performance-based standards to impact-based standards. 

2. 	 Biological assessment data provide direct measurements ofwater quality conditions and can 
also be used in National Water Quality Inventory reports. This is a distinct advantage over 
chemistry and toxicity monitoring data because bioassessment data can be used to identify 
biologically impaired waters, verify impacts of point source discharges, assess the effects 
of habitat alteration, and capture episodic or non-point source pollution. 

3. 	 Bioassessment data help identify causes and sources of impacts to an aquatic community. 
Different biological components ofan aquatic community will respond differently to certain 
types of stressors. These responses can be valuable to help identify the stressor. 

4. 	 Water quality standards, set by states and tribes, identify designated uses for each 
waterbody. Bioassessment data may be used to indicate whether these waterbodies support 
the designated uses. If they do not, TMDLs are used to set allowable loads of a single 
pollutant from all contributing point and nonpoint sources. 

www.epa.gov/ost/biocriteria
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5. 	 Biological assessments are used to directly measure the response of the biological 

community to actions taken to restore waterbodies. 

6. 	 Bio assessments and biocriteria can support the issuance and reissuance ofNational Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits by providing a biological picture of a 
receiving water response to discharges and control measures. 

7. 	 Bioassessment and biocriteria shift the focus ofwater quality programs from strict pollutant 
source control, e.g. permitting, to broader resource management. Many programs in 
watershed management plans can use biological data. 

One shortcoming of the 1982 dredging study was plainly its limitation to three years duration. In 
spite ofthis, it could be concluded from somewhat minimal data that cumulative habitat changes 
(and the kinds of organisms present) at and below dredge sites were detectable over time from 
beginning to end of the field study. While the ultimate fate ofthe river under the influence oflong­
term dredging, when combined with other factors, is readily apparent in the physical appearance of 
the Kansas River near Kansas City, the actual rate of change and a summarization of its effect on 
the aquatic community remains largely speculative. Itwould be extremely useful to revisit the same 
dredge sites utilized for the 1982 study (most of which still exist in approximately the same 
locations) within the context of a complete bioassessment for the lower Kansas River in order to 
examine the impact (or recovery) that has occurred at these locations over a much longer time frame. 

The Kansas Biological Survey requests that a public hearing be held to consider the applications. 
Because the Kansas River is an important and significant natural resource of the state, we feel a 
public hearing is both appropriate and necessary to achieving a broadened consensus contributing 
to its best possible management in the interests of all Kansans. 

In conclusion, we believe there is a special opportunity at the present time to address two very 
important sustainability needs ofthe lower Kansas River. There is every reason to believe combining 
a biological component to the regulatory plan for dredging with a comprehensive bioassessment of 
the river would have wide applicability and usefulness to the Corps and other agencies charged 
within its jurisdiction. The Kansas Biological Survey is well-positioned and fully capable of 
coordinating with the needs of other agencies to assist the Corps with all aspects of such an 
endeavor. We would welcome the opportunity to meet with your representatives to discuss your 
needs and explore the potential of a mutually beneficial interaction. 

Sincerely, 

~J ~"" 
Dr. Edward Marti o, Director and State Biologist 

Kansas Biological Survey 




K A N S A S 

KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR 

KANSAS WATER OFFICEJoseph Harkins, Director 

September 15, 2003 

Joshua A Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 East 1ih Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 


Re: Sand and Gravel Dredging Operations - Kansas River 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit Numbers: 200301770, 200301771, 200301860, 
200301861, 200301862, 200200317, 200200319, 200200322, 200200328, 200301759, 
200301768,and200301863 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

In response to the Corps of Engineers' public notice regarding the permits referenced above, the 
Kansas-Lower Republican Basin Advisory Committee requests that the Corps hold a public 
hearing to consider the applications for dredging permits. 

The Kansas-Lower Republican Basin Advisory Committee is an advisory committee created by 
the Kansas Water Authority to provide public input into the state water resources planning 
process. The committee is representative of diverse constituencies within the Kansas-Lower 
Republican Basin and monitors water resources in the basin. 

When the committee met on September 11th, it spent considerable time reviewing an issue paper 
on degradation in the Kansas River. Following that review, the committee voted unanimously to 
request a public hearing to receive public comment on the dredging permit applications your 
agency has received. 

Although the committee has no formal position on dredging, the committee believes that 
degradation of the Kansas River is an established fact, and that causes of that degradation should 
be determined and prevented. A public hearing is an importantfirst step. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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Sincerely, 

~A',.,.__;,-
Carl Nuzman, Chairman 
Kansas-Lower Republican Basin Advisory Committee 

CN/rm 



DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNOR 

Track: 20060057 
2/17/2006 SN 

Ref: DS.0900Mr. Josh Marx 

USACE, Kansas City Reg. Office 

601 E. 12th 

Kansas City, MO 64106 


Dear Mr. Marx: 


We have reviewed PN 20060407, an application for Victory Sand and Gravel to dredge aggregate from the 

Kansas River between river miles 77 .1 78.6, generally located NE ofTopeka in sec. 23-11-16 Shawnee County, 

KS. The project was reviewed for potential impacts on crucial wildlife habitats, current state-listed threatened and 

endangered wildlife species, and public recreation areas for which this agency has some administrative authority. 


The Kansas River is designated as critical habitat for the state listed Sturgeon Chub (Macrhybobsis gelida) at this 

location and the applicant will need to apply for a permit from KDWP for this action if it is determined habitat is 

suitable for the species. Information on the species and the regulations protecting designated critical habitats 

(including a permit application) can be found on KDWP's website http://wwvv.kd\vp.state.ks.us/ or by contacting 

KDWP's Environmental Services Section at 620.672.5911 (email: nated@lwp.state.ks.us). 


After reviewing the COE's 1991 Regulatory Plan related to commercial dredging on the Kansas River, we have a 

few questions on the project's relation to the Regulatory Plan. 


1. To what extent has bed degradation occurred in the proposed reach? As mentioned in our phone conversation, 
downstream cross-sections within the proposed reach indicate riverbed degradation has occurred at varying 
degrees since the inception of the Regulatory Plan's monitoring protocol. In accordance with the Regulatory 
Plan's Restrictions Concerning Riverbed Degradation (appendix A, page A-3), it appears that if the River 
attains a 2 foot drop in bed elevation within any 5 mile reach, dredging activities will be terminated regardless of 
the cause of the degradation. In order to insure aquatic habitat for the Sturgeon Chub and other native fish species 
is not significantly degraded by the proposed action, we would like to review the cross-sectional information 
gathered by the applicant and other relevant data collectors (if applicable), to determine the extent of degradation 
within the proposed reach and what limitations may be required if future dredging activity is permitted. During a 
recent survey of the Kansas River, 14 fish species of fish were collected in the reach proposed for the dredging 
activity, while only 3 species were collected in the reach currently being dredged for aggregate (Eitzmann et al., 
2005). This disparity is likely due to the more diverse habitat provided by sand bars, high-banks, etc. at the 
proposed reach compared to the homogeneous habitat (deeper, slow-water, no sand bars) at the existing reach. 

2. Do the appropriate dredging buffers apply along bank stabilization structures? The Regulatory Plan 
Restrictions Concerning Manmade Structures Part VII, E (Bank Stabilization Structures, page A-10-11) 
indicates that a 200' buffer will be required riverward from structures such as jetties and hardpoints. A review of 
aerial photographs indicates that a series of structures, possibly hard points, occur on the outside bend of the River 
within the project's proposed reach. A site visit or photographs would be helpful in determining if these 
structures meet the requirement for buffering from dredging activity. 

mailto:nated@lwp.state.ks.us
http:http://wwvv.kd\vp.state.ks.us


3. Do the appropriate dredging buffers apply along the banks ofthe Kansas River? The Regulatory Plan 
Restrictions Concerning Natural Formations Part VIII, B (2) (Riverbanks, page A-13) indicates that RM 78.0 
- 80.3 is classified as a sharp river bend and may be susceptible to accelerated bank erosion if dredging activities 
are not buffered from the bank. The Plan calls for a 200' buffer from the OHWM in these areas. Part B (4) (page 
A-14) calls for a 100' buffer from the OHWM on any riverbank not specified in parts (1) and (2) of the document 
(page A-13). We are aware of the notation on the map included in the PN that identified a NO DREDGE ZONE; 
however, it did not appear to address Part B(4). An aerial photograph with these buffers delineated to scale would 
be much more helpful in determining how much of the River will be impacted. 

4. Are provisions in place to protect water based recreation interests at dredging locations? The impacts of 
water based recreation were not listed as an adverse impact associated with commercial dredging activity within 
the introduction of the Regulatory Plan (page A-1 ). The KDWP has operational programs and facilities that are 
designed to insure and promote recreation on the Kansas River, including an existing boat ramp facility located at 
RM 76.5, directly downstream of the proposed activity. Watercraft travel both up and downstream of the boat 
ramp, during both day and nighttime conditions. If the project is implemented, conditions to insure safe passage 
through the proposed operation should be implemented so that the public's use of the River is not impeded by the 
proposed activity. Adequate lighting of dredging infrastructure within the River should be conditioned with the 
404 permit, if approved. 

In addition to the questions related to the Regulatory Plan, we have some recommendations for remedial actions 
for the Corps to consider. We recommend the applicant continue to monitor the abandoned reach and all 
monitoring cross-sections relevant to that location to determine if aggradation occurs with removal of dredging 
activity. Adequate cross-sectional locations should be implemented up and downstream of the proposed reach, if 
permitted. Mitigation/remediation options include: 
1. Implement ecologically sound bank stabilization measures such as bendway weirs along eroding banks in the 
area 
2Wetland and/or riparian restoration 
3. It may be worthwhile to consult w/USFWS on restoration of sandbar habitat for Least Terns. Removal of 
vegetation that invades sand bars due to flow moderation by upstream reservoirs limits the success of Least Tern 
nesting. Dan Mulhern of USFWS may have additional recommendations (785.539.3474) 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments and recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

Nate Davis, Aquatic Ecologist 
Environmental Services Section 

xc: 	 KDWP Reg FW Sup, Wolfe KDWP Dist Bio, Sanders KBS, Liechti 
KDHE, Mueldener USFWS, Le Valley USEPA, Mulder Friends ofKaw, Calwell 

Eitzmann, J. A. Makinster, and C. Paukert. 2005. Population dynamics of Blue Suckers in the Kansas River. 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks Wildlife Surveys and Research: Assessment of streams on 

public 	 lands. Kansas cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Div. of Biology, Kansas State Univ., 
Manhattan, KS. 
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SENATOR, SIXTH DISTRICT 

CHRIS STEINEGER 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER' 
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MEMSERo ASSESSMENT ANDKANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66111 
TAXATION 

(913) 287-7636 COMMERCE 
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MEDICAL SERVICES(LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE DURING SESSION) 
SRS TRANSITION OVERSIGHT 

Donald Curtis 
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

601 E. 12111 St. 

Kansas City, MO 6M06-2896 


Dear Mr. Curtis: 

I write to you regarding the proposed extensionirenewal of permits for sand dredging operations along the 
Kansas River. I represent southern Wyandotte County including the portion of the river that contains these 
dredging ops. Being third generation Wyandotte Countian, and having been born, raised, and currently 
residing with in eyesight of the Kaw, I am very familiar with the industries' long-term presence in my 
community. In fact, many of the older families who have owned and operated the dredging companies are 
old family friends of my family. 

While I do disagree with some of the environmentalists' claims and allegations about damage caused to the 
river, nonetheless. I believe Kansans need to do a better job of protecting, preserving, and cleaning up our 
rivers. Having traveled around the United States and western Europe, I have seen many rivers which are 
far better utilized for recreation and other public purposes. than are the rivers in Kansas and Kansas City. 
Although Kansans are way behind the curve in being thoughtful and creative about river usage, I hope we 
will catch up some day. 

With those thoughts in mind, I am concerned about the extension of these new permits from five years to 
ten. I ask that these permits be kept at five years as they have in the past five year pem1its have worked 
well for years, and obviously have not hindered the industry from operating. A five year permit is still a 
"long leash" for the sand industry, and it is a leash they are accustomed to. 

My other request is that you have a public hearing soon regarding the permit renewals. I realize the public 
comment period is one way for people to express their views; however, in Kansas we have a long history of 
populism, and a public hearing is a great tradition for allowing people to have their say. (You can bet the 
iraqis never had pubiic hearings Ltndtr Sauuum!) 

This request is being sent to you both in email and hardcopy format and I ask that you respond likewise to 
my Kansas City address and to senatorchris(i'ukc.rr.com. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Chris Steineger 

Cc Joseph Hughes, Joshua Marx 

---< 
tt:i ·-ri-­
:.'tJ r...,._,.i 
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One Mission . .. 

Quality Water Waterone 
Water District No. l of Johnson County 

September 15, 2003 

Mr. Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 East 121

h Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 


Re: Comments on 2003 Kansas River Dredging Permits 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

As we discussed in our telephone conversation of August 13, 2003, this letter is to 
forward WaterOne's concerns regarding approval of the multiple Dredging permits on 
the Kansas River, mentioned in your August 8, 2003 Public Notice. 

The Water District has no issues with granting of the permits as it pertains to the 
removal of the sand from the river at these locations. WaterOne is, however, 
concerned with water quality and water quantity in the river. Of particular interest to 
WaterOne is any increase in suspended material, tastes and odors, and spills such as 
fuel or hydraulic fluids that are carried along in the stream flow. These issues can 
cause the shutdown of our intake and treatment processes at Kansas River mile 15.0. 

We respectively request that the Corps of Engineers consider our comments. If there 
are any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at 913-895-5813. 

Sincerely, 

Paul D. Corkill, P .E. 
Manager of Facilities Engineering 

PDC/dcm 

cc: ·Mike Armstrong 
Eric Arner 
Tom Schrempp 

7601HOLLIDAYDRIVE. KANSAsC1rv,KANSAS66106' 1H:913.895.5800 'FAX:913.895.1828' www.waterone.org 
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"To protect ahd preserve the Kansas River" 

February 15, 2006 

Joshua Marx 
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 

601 E. 12th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 


RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

Friends of the Kaw, a not-for-profit grassroots environmental organization, asks that Victory 
Sand and Gravel be denied a permit to move their commercial sand and gravel dredging 
operation to river mile 77.1 -78.6. Since Friends of the Kaw's inception in the early 1990's 
we have opposed in-river dredging for sand and gravel in the Kansas River because in-stream 
sand dredging activity: 

• 	 Damages bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to bank 
destabilization; 

• 	 Degrades habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
• 	 Impairs recreation, navigation and water quality; 
• 	 Degrades the riverbed and the shoreline~ and 
• 	 May cause re-suspension and concentrate chlordane, PCB's and other persistent bio­

accumulative toxins downstream. 

We have diligently worked to influence public opinion by working with state and federal 
regulators, Kansas's governmental agencies dealing with water quality, and the citizens of 
Kansas. At the present time the Kansas Water Office has convened a Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) to further study channel degradation in the Kansas River and report to the 
Kansas Water Authority. The TAC is comprised ofmembership from appropriate federal and 
state agencies as well as stakeholders including Friendi; of the Kaw and Kansas Aggregate 
Producers Association. In the TAC's executive summary of the report issued in June of2005 
it states: 

1. 	 While the degree and magnitude of channel changes varies throughout the length of 
the Kansas River, degradation is occurring to some level in nearly every reach 

Kansas Riverkeeper 
P.O. Box 1612, Lawrence, KS 66044 


Kansas City: 913-%3-3460; Lawrence: 785-312-7200 

Report River Pollution: 1-866-RIV-KEEP 

Email: Riverkeeper@KansasRiver.com 


Website: www.KansasRiver.com 
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I 
of the river. However, t'e scale of degradation appears to be the greatest in the 
lower reaches of the river. Localized stre;unbed change on the Kansas River ranges 

I 

from some aggradation to greater then 12 feet ofdegradation in some locations over 
the last 30 years. / 

2. 	 Degradation ofthe Kansas River has created an unstable river channel in various 
reaches which has resulted in secondary impacts such as lowering of the water 
surface elevation in thelriver channel and connected alluviai aquifer water 
table, alteration of aquatic and terrestrial habitat, and reduction in the 
integrity of manmade structures. Degradation of the channel ofthe Kansas River 
has directly impacted several structures and well fields including the intakes at 
WaterOne and the Kartsas City Board of Public Utilities Kaw Generating 
Station, the City ofTo~eka and WaterOne weir, Bowersock dam and the well 
fields for Water One a.r,(l the cities of Olathe and Junction City. 

3. 	 Kansas River channel degradation has the potential to impact the river's 
biological community. /Lowering of the streambed fa some reac:Ji:es has resulted in 
an alteration to deeper, slower moving water, which has allowed a shift to life more 
typically adapted to lakeLlike conditions. 

4. 	 Quantification and rankprdering of the primary causes of channel degradation has 
not been determined ov~r the entire reach of the Kansas River, though causes for 
specific locations on the river are discernable. At present, there appear to be four 

1 

know causes for channel degradation in the Kansas River: long-term natural 
processes, commercial ~and and gravel dredging, reservoir operations and 
channel degradation of the Missouri River. 

Friends of the Kaw would like to note in regard to: 
• 	 Statement 1 that degradatioJ is occurring in ~l river reaches where commercial sand 

dredging operations are c~ently located. 
• 	 Statement 2 that all ofthe impacted structures with the exception of the well fields in 

Junction City are in areas th~t are or were actively dredged. 
• 	 Statement 3 that while corruhercial sand and gravel dredging is only one factor of 

several impacting degradation we do not feel it is justified to impact yet another 
location on the Kansas River to a new dredging activity and further degradation. 

I 
i 

Other considerations that concern Friends of the Kaw about the specific location ofthis 
application and that need to be further addressed are: 

• 	 The upper third of the propJsed dredging area is in a "No Dredge Zone" according to 
the Regulatory Plan. Dred~ng activity could cause destabilization ofthe bank also 
ultimately effect the stabilify ofUS Highway 24 that is just north ofthe Kansas River at 
the upstream limit of proposed dredge area. 

• 	 The Seward Access Ramp i~ located 0.5 mile south ofthe downstream limit ofthe 
proposed dredge area and cbuld be adversely affected with the deposit of silt on the 

Kansas Riverkeeper 
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ramp. If the permit is approved the additional maintenance ofthis access needs to be 
addressed as it links with the newly constructed public boat ramp at the Lecompton 
Bridge and allows the public the opportunity to experience a float along a very 
beautiful stretch of the Kansas River that is easily accomplished in a day. 

• 	 The Seward Access will also link to the new recreational access planned by Kansas 
Department ofWildlife and Parks at State Park 24 providing another opportunity for a 
day float through the city of Topeka. 

• 	 The TAC has determined the need for establishing a base inventory of the Kansas River 
to gauge the.impact offurther degradation and study. Ifthi~ application is approved the 
baseline cross-sections, water surface elevations and aerial photographs need to be 
made for future comparison. 

• 	 Regardless ofapproval or disapproval of this permit reclamation plans for the 
abandoned site of Victory Sand and Gravel at river miles 86.3 to 86.5 and Kansas Sand 
and Concrete at river miles 84.5 to 85.8 need to include bank stabilization with 
reestablishnientof native vegetation and~use ofriaturarsfone where appropriati'and~ 
removal of all abandoned equipment and inventory. This area also needs continued 
control site maintenance and data collection for a reasonable period of time after 
operations are abandoned. 

• 	 If this permit is approved stipulations for an adequately sized and designed siltation 
pond with a predetermined maintenance procedure and schedule need to be established. 

• 	 In accordance with section 323.2 (3) (i) ofthe Corps ofEngineers, Dept. ofthe Anny 
DoD which states "Discharges of pollutants into waters of the United states resulting 
from the onshore subsequent processing of dredged material that is extracted for any 
commercial use (other that fill.) These discharges are subject to, the section 402 ofthe 
Clean Water Act even though the extraction and deposit of such material may require a 
permit from the Corps or applicable State section 404 program." we believe that this 
dredging operation is required to obtain an NPDES permit. 

• 	 In accordance with Section 404( a) of the Clean Water Act, the Army Corp ofEngineers 
(the "Corps") is authorized to issue permits for the discharge of ''dredged or fill 
material" i:pto the waters of the United States. 33 U.S. C. § 1344(a). Under the Corps 
own regulations, permits are "required for the discharge of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States." 33 C.F.R. § 323.3(a} The "term discharge of dredged 
material means any addition of dredged material into, including redeposit of dredged 
material other than incidental fallback within, the waiers of the United States." 33 
C.F.R. § 323.2(1)(3). Emphasis added. 

The Corps regulations state, "[t]he, Corps and EPA regard ... in-stream mining or other 
earth-moving activity in waters of the United States as resulting in a discharge of 
dredged material unless ,project-specific evidence shows that the activity results in only 
incidental fallback." 33 C.F.R. § 323.2(2). Emphasis added. These regulations define 
''incidental fallback" as the "redeposit of small volumes of dredged material that is 
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incidental to excavation activity in w~ters ofthe United States when such material falls 
back to substantially the same place as the initial removal!' 33 C.F.R. § 323.2(2). 

,_ · A'ded , 1 • i , ~· ,:; : t;·:n .7'.nEmpnas1s au1 . ·- , • .· , I ,,) , :_,.,, . .,, ·-' 

In-stream commercial sand and gravel dredging discharges do not result in "only 
incidental fallback." By defutition, for a dredging discharge to be considered 
''incidental fallback" such discharge must fall "back to substantially the same place as 
the initial removal." See id. In the instance, commercial sand.and gravel dredging on 
the Kansas River has resulted in the lowering of the Kansas River's streambed. The 
lowering of the Kansas River's streambed is evidence that dredging discharges do not 
fall back to "substantially the same place as the initial removal." See ·id If this were. 
the case, the streambed would not be lowered. 

Friends ofthe Kaw advocates that discharges from sand and gravel dredging operations 
~ ·on~the·Kansas-River-are not-''incidentalfallback'' anu-that-suchdi'scharges"are suojecrto· . 

the Corps' pennitting prpcess. It is Friends of the Kaw's pos-ition that the Corp cannot 
issue a blanket detennination that commercial dredging operations on the Kansas River 
result only in inciden~l fallback and that the Corp is bound by 33 C.F.R. § 323.2(2) to 
provide project-specific evidence showing that such dredging activityresults in only 
incidental fallback. 

Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the 
flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required 
to relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation at their curtent location (r. m. 84.5 to 
r. m. 85.8), for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an 
appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it 
is possible. 

One of the objectives of the Technical Advisory Committee on K<l;nsas River Channel 
Degradation is to make recommendations on future uses of the Kansas River. This committee 
is in the process ofexamining pertinent infonnation and input from stakeholders and has not 
made any final recommendations. Based on the preliminary findings and ongoing nature of 
future investigation by the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel 
Degradation; Friends of the Kaw t~qµests that this application be denied. 'f~'f!Bpf<(j\f~fai~'5 ··"' 
G());i§.i\Jt:{redi.'a:\I>H1Jljp·t1t~~~gsli,~fil~;bei·1leld. 

S.in.cerely, ~ 

l l?tna\t?a ' · 

~\)l.MJlv..._. ·- ­

Laura Calwell, Kansas Riverkeeper for Friends ofthe Kaw 
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Toprotectand preserve the Kansas River. 

August 19, 2004 

Colonel Michael A. Rossi 
U. S AnpyCorpsofEngineers 

Kansas CityRegulatoryOffice 


· 700Federal Building 
60 l East lih Street 
Kansas Cit)r, Missouri 64016-2896 

Dear.Colonel Rossi, 

Friends of the.Kaw is a 501 c 3, grass root, envirotnnentaLorganization 
whose rpissio11 is to protect and preserve the Kansas River for present and 
future generations. We were formed in response to t.he consideration of 
newsarid. dredging permits on the Kansas River above ]3owersockDam·in 
the early T990's. :Be.cause· of .the degradatfon .caused by commercial sa:nd 
miningonthe Kaµsas River, oµr organization will not restuntil the current 
operations hav~ .imoveci to.· off-river locations... We µnderstaJJd that 
commercial s·and is n~cessaryfor a healthy economy but a move to off-river 
locations should be eminent. 

. . . . . 

Althoughin'"river dredgipg pfoVides low-cost aggreg(!.te for construction, it 
has a sign.ificant negative impact on the river. The removal of aggregate 
has 1ong-tefI11conseq~ences for bed deterioration and bank stability. Since 
the .• river ·i~ a · ..c1yn11miC sy~tem, disturbance ofany. part ofthe system affects 
other.parts. Riparian .areas along the river inay also be compromised by . 
i11stallatioh ·. of equipment and .remova:l .of aggregate. . ·.·. Cables· securing 
dredging equipment to the·banks also present serious obstacles to canpeists 
qndotherrecreationalusers ofthe river by .. makingsomereachesof.the.river 
hl:lzardous for recreation .. In addition, dredging increases water turbidity, 
affecting al1d destabilizing the aquatic environment anci can affect water 
ql1alify. 

P.O. Box16l2, Lawrence,KS 66044 913;.963-3460or785-312-7200 

Riverkeeper@KansasRiver,com 
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for a .publi~ iheari11g prior .... ..· .·.· > 

pennits by· the general pu.l:Jlic . and Written 

u.'~ ... Envitonmental Protection Agency, Regio117· 
U. S.. pepartmen{,ofTnterior, f ishandWildlifeSer-yi,ce .............· 


.• Kansas.Departm~11tof'Wildlife andParks·for.the Goven}pr's ·N~tural 
Resources·.s:uJJ.:cabinet 

Kansas.···~iblogica1$uryey 
.WaterOne of Johl1son County .. 

Kfill~as "" Lqwer R_epublican Basin Advisbry Coill111itte~ 

Friends ofthe Kaw ·· · 

Kansas Sierra Club 

~kan~~s··.Nanrra1.•.R6sol1fc.e...•.council 

.KansasWildlife Federation 

Kansas CahoeASsbciation 


,-. ' - . . _-.:,.-	 ' _:, ' 

·	Friend8:··.ofthe···Kaw·pas,deil1onstrated• that·thereis. over\vhelrt)ing ..•Pl1flic 
supp()rt, bot~ [romcitizens and from state, local, ancl.f~de~~l goy.~fil!l'le1'lt, . . 
forendingdreclginginthe KansasRiver;·.·.·Yo.uroffice an&prede~~ssor,.has .. 
receiyedhundreds.ofthese co111lllents; F'riends.ofthe~aw sttqn_gly·· > 

enc~urages you to Ievie'Ythese comments and schedu.le al!>~ID:1ie~hl?wi!i;~S().. 
thafallissu~s•.•.are presented;· ··Wouldyou please ·cont~Etmeat91~.9~33460 
as soo11as pqs~ibleto setup a meeting in regardtothisis§ue; Th,~.you · · 
for yout: consideration. . . . 

Sincerely, 

L~ura CaJwell; Kansas Riverkeeper 
Friends .of the.Kaw, Inc .. 

·, -- - . :~-- ------' ., -· 

_,--,---'.--:-:.·. . ' 

c~: .Mollie Mangerich· 
·· Lance Bl!rr 

Charles Benjamin 

.Joe Harkins ... 


·.·•.Riverkeeper@KarisasRiver.com 
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·· ColonelCµrtis 
F~deral!f3ujld~g 
601 E.12th Street . 
l<ansas CH:y/'MO 64106-2896 

. - . 

1rumk y~u for meetillg Witlt •myself, ...·Charles ]3enjamin,cDap. Wfil'd ail.tfy[)a'Ve 
Mµrpl1yonNovem1Jer:t.$,2003.'· IalSoappreciated the opportu,hityto meetc~th. 

JosephHughesandJoshuaMarx. · . · 

Frieh~s of the Kaw C:ontintfes to urge the. Anny Corps ofEngine(?rS fcJ ·hold• a . 
Gl;puh~heamng on this D1atter to (}llowthe public due pr'?Cess. 

For the record,U would likg to e~riam Friends ofthe Kawsbackground ()nsanq.i 
dredgingintJ;wKansas River; ··.Our grassroots organizationwas ·formed in 19~4 
to• oppose. the gratl.ting· of ttwlicense··· to Victory·. ·5and· arict GravelCompany .· 
(pu~lic notice #94-00623) t9 <lredge sand in the.Kansas . Riy~r from 5.7.§ ~o 59 . 
fiver· htl1es.• ·.As.you (}J'e :propably a,ware that •applicatipn was ··de~ed llecause· 
' 
1propose4· dredging operation wouldsigriificantly impact the recreaticmctlatl.d . · 
aestheticvtllue·.pfthe read1···of river located ·between Bmv~rsqck.Dam, at 
.La~ence. /(riyer 1IlHe ,51:8); and< the mouth. of .the Delal\Tare l{iver, ·. 1tear 
·Leco111pton (river n:@eS,J.8)11.·.· .Since· that.time; Friends~f theKa'Whas been a 

.. factor<in fu,edenial ofallapplicationsfor new-sandand·gravel dredging pertttits 
in tlie Kans~s River.. ·•. Qur.·reasons••. for ,oppositlg iil~river ....• sand dred~irtg .are 
detailed in our recenfl'lJ.blic commentto the proposed renewalof12 permits •.. 

l want to emp!tasiie.Friends of the. Ka\V'sfirst an4 primary. con_~ernis.fue 
ove~all health .of the .Kansas River, its water quality andc envirops...· The• 

· opportUnityto safely reqeat~ on_ th~ Katl.Sas RiverJs.a seco:J.ld~Fo11c,ern~d 
also ~tool to educate. advocates for our first .concern~ Friends ofthe Kawl1as 
worked.for.ili,e l'astteRyearsto raise public awareness ofp~g~tof the KClll8as· 
Rivel', d~<tgEt done by in-riy~r sand mining ··and ayafiability ?.f Sand'~ tlle . 
.KansaS ;Rivervalley.. ]:iriends olthe•·Kaw will. 11otbe&ati$fied1.mtiJ.all dredging· 
is denied i,11the Kansas Riverhowever, we lll\derstartd tiyitcha]}ge is a.· 
pro~~~~ ~d ·ille· willinito help·formw!lte.fllld p?nicipf.lte.inthf:tt pr9ce~~~ 

p,O; Box1612,La.wrence,KS 66044 913-9.63-3460. or7S5-3:l2-72QO 
Riverkeeper@KansasRiver.com . 

mailto:Riverkeeper@KansasRiver.com
mailto:n:@eS,J.8)11


I •(l}so.•belle~~·.that ~bru;t?e, •. l\rh~th~•.·it •is Jor..• persoool.. or ·bus0~sS~reaspns;···l1lany·.· 
.times. cto.~s 111>1: ~app~ri· lJ.n,~.i~ ...•~······forcedto· .•liaPPen.··· In·•.·tlie•••sas~of soin.e ~and.·. 
dre~gingcqmp'1lties ontheK(lllSas River, whywould•th.eyinCliJJ' thehl\ssle.a!Jd. 
expense of ill()~goff-river umess they. had..to? •.. J· con~d tli~fthat~ 11.U,lll.aJ:l .·· 
nature.•§everal.pro~ctive sat1'·lcompanies. on theK~ ~verarevoluntarily 
moviJlg ·meif • .. operap()llS·..9ff-river·.• prob~bly.because.. oflongterma,yailability/.gf · 
sand. and.they h~ve.l:>eenblocl<e,d..•from• relocating .to newlocations•·up.riy~1:by .a 
gr()wiJlg pµplicsenf:intentag(linstin--river mi:rrlng. · 

:.:--,-::_. "/,,_·:i-'--:_--;::__ ·:::-< -:·------ (" --:~--:.,·----- .·>' :- --_-._-,·-- ·__ 

~:ygirt91'.1ettjn~~)'.ne.~sfu1fe·.·myJhQughts .•.•abotit•coll1m¢nts;Jl\~ded~g~-""-~···~·~··=-··••.·~~ 
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smcerely, 

···~.······.;...•.•.•. 0-C\ ~(\(\)
. -- :: - ' :.. :=.·:' .:.:::_: 

. . 

LawaCalWell,f<ansa,s Riverk,eeperf~JrFriends·.•of the Kaw· 
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February 27; 2806 ~ Kansas Natural ·\111J Resciurce Council 

To: cc: 

Joshua A. Marx Kansas ~epart:inent of Health and Environment 

U.S. Arm)! Corps of Engineers Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Section 
Kansas City Field Office 1000 SW Jackson, Street 
700 Federal Building Topeka, KS 66612-1367 

, 601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-Z896 

·From: Contact: · 
Kansas Natural Resource Council Dave Murphy 
PO Box 2635 3978.Iowa Lane 
Topeka, ~S 66601 Ottawa, KS 66067 

, murphyds@ditecway.com 
785-242-8.343 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The commenrs below pertain to Permit Number 200600487, issued January 30, 2006, as. 
proposed by Victory Sand arid.Gravel. 

We hereby requ~st tha~ the Corps of Engineers deny this permit based oo the following points: 
~ The operator has demonstrated at his existing permit location that he cannot operate 

without tiXceeding the riverbed degradation limits in the Regulatory Plan for• 
Commercial Dredging Activities qn the Kan.sas River; . 

•, 	 The requirements. of the Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the 
Kansas River do not allow dredging in part of this reach; 

'• 	 · The permit. application does not specify adequate controls to prevent violatiofi of 
Section IX of the RegulatoryPlan for Commercial Dregging Activ.ities on the .Kansas 
River conc::erning;control of fhe discharge water; · . · 

• 	 The history of dredging has shown ~hat dredging causes physical damage to the river; 
.. 	 Dredging in this re.ach will negatively impqct the economic, aesthetic, use and value of 

recreation!ll uses, safe navig'ation and the fishery in that area; · . · 
• 	 A 100% shore based'. operation is economically viabl~ and would not result in ·damage. 

to the river-o 

/

Wc address these concerns to The Corps and to the State of Kansas with the following 
explanations: 

A. · This application, as submitted, would·failurc to comply with the Regulatory Plan for 
C-oinmercial Dredging Activities on the Km;s_as River and the Clean Water Act. 

P.O. Box l635 T~peka, KS 66601 www,..knrc.ws· 
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1. 	 Section .VIII B.2. of the regulatory plan-addresses the· protection of riverbanks that are naturally. 
unstable (i.e. benqs in the fiver): Under the regulatory plan, a dredge is not allowed to operate 
within 200 feet of the outside of the bend ·at river mile 78-79.3. Yet the permitspecifies that it 
would dredge ups~ream to river mile 78.6. That is 6/lOths .of a mile inside the·no-dredge zone of 
ili~rivctb~d · 

2. 	 The Regulatory Plan's Mo~itoring Program Section I indicates that "when a dredged reaGh of the 
river is abandoned, the prodUCt1rS may'be requifed to continue control Site maintenance and data 
collection, within the abaudonecl section for a reasonable period of time.". This mo::iitodng plan 
~hould be spelled out and refJ.Uired as part of this pennit since it is a request for relocation of an 

, existing permit. 	We feel that, this language is important since other dredg€ sites have been 

abandoned leaving steep riverbanks unprotected and/or a visual eyesore. 


3. 	 _Since no plan was included in the permit application for testing discharge waters for toxics, the 
applicant must be required to use an adequate siltation-basin. The permit application needs· to be 
expanded to provide techniC'al details on the siltation basin and process in the following areas: 
a) . The maintained volume of the settling pit mu?t be large enough t~ (a) allow for the settling of 

the silt and sand-silt prior to discharge and (b) contain enough silt and silt-sand between 
maintenance periods so that daily silt and silt-sand accumulations do not displace'adequate 
settlement volumes. What is the minimum water volume that will be maintained in the 

~ - , 	 - ., . ' 

settling basin and what is the maximum rate ·of flow into and through the basin? What is.the 
·ratio of flow to' basin volume and wqat limits should be placed on inflow and effective pit 
".6lurne? What are the:prescribe~ maintenance, <?leaning, disposal, monitoring and reporting 
plans for the siltation basin? 

b) 	 The property on which the Applicanrwill operate is· not large enough to provide for th~ 
disposal of the silt and silt-sand from the siltation basin. What are the provisions for silt 
disposal or miscellaneous debris collection and disposal as requfre'd by the regulatory plan? 

' c') 	 The river is about 85% silt and silt-sand. For every•ton of sand-and gravel taJ<en out, 5.66 tons 
of silt will be generated'. The Applicant is requesting to take 390,00U tons of sand per year _,, 
from the·river. Thus, they will generate approximately 1,680,000 tons of silt and sand-silt ­
annually. Thi_s woufo require a siltation basin significantly larger than the operating piles of 
sand. However, the rendering provided with the permit show the siltation basin to be sm~ler 
than even one of the sand piles. Given the volume of mate1ial that will need to be prnc~ssed 
through the siltation basin, specific data on the operation of the _siltation basin an_d dredge 
should_ be provided·- size, depth, flow rate, mairitenance frequency, dredge flow rates, etc so 

. that an informed judgment as to the adequacy of the siltation basi11 can be made. 
d) The plan did not address how dredging operations would be conducted during those periods 

- when maintenance of the Applicant's only settling basin is being p·erformed. ·The plan should 
spell out in detail the operator's plans for suspendiJtg dredging operation~ during basin 
maintenance ac~ivities or the alternative process to be useg that will s_till meet all requirements 
of the Regulatory Plan and Clean Water Act. 

.-"'\, 	 . ' 
4. 	 The range of this.permit is nearly contiguous with the river mile 80-90 Survey Ranges established 

under the regulatory plan's Monitoring (sub-section Ill.B. of that section). Since dredging 
· impacts are most noticeable downstream of the dredge, the Monitoring.plan should be arnende_d to 

include river miles 70 - 80. This will allow for boili upstream and downstream monitoring and· ... 
evaluation of the dredge' impacts. Tliis extension will include the area around the Seward Boat 

P.O. Bo;x. 2635 Topeka, KS _66601 www.knrc.ws 
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Ramp - a widely used publit access point for river r~creation - that would.now be immediat~ly .. 
downstream of the dredge site. Monitoring conditions at this boat ramp and further downstream 
will provide quantitative data on the impact of dredging to established recreatiqnal areas_.. If a . 
permit is granted;prior to the on:5et of operations, baseline cross-section, water surfa\ce elevations. 
and aerial photographs must be taken 3:nd analyzed so that future changes can be accurately . 
assessed. 

B. The ~ansas DepartmenLof Heal~h and Environment (KDHE) is required by the Clean Water 
f\ct an'd state law to issue permits to p6int source discharges. Nothing could be more point source 

·than the pipe from the siltatiOn basin spewing a'discharge into the river. KDHE should require this 
· appl~cant and all in-river dredge operations on the Kansas River to hav~ an ~DES permit for all_ · 

discharges to. the river. , _ 
The suspended solids in these disc~arges continue to add turbidity to the water and.silt over 

t?e natural streambed, causing negative affects on aquatic organisms (Cross 1982). The sediments in 
the Applicants proposed reach are known to contain Chlordane and likely contain other· toxic 
materials since the location is down~tream of most of the Topeka area's wat~rshed.. To our 
knowledge, the'state has never conducted modem interstitial testing of the suspended so'lids or 
qownstream s~diment of existing dredge operations to determine whether they contain higher than 
normal toxic substances that were previo,,usly buried in the riverbed. (EP~'s ZOOl Draft Report to 
Congress The Incidence and Severity of·Sediment Contamination in Surface Waters ofthe United 
States [EPA 823-R-Ql.::Ql] and "EPA Contaminated Sediments" www.epa.gov/waterscience/cs/). 

C. Sand and gravel dredging 011 the Kansas River has, anc;l is, causing widespread degradation of 
the riverbed, river banks, increased siltation. of the riverbed, and a,s a result poses a threat to water . 
resources and the biological integrity o{ the river. · 

. ·The "F~nal Regulatory Report and Environmental· Impact Statement - Commercial Dredging 
Activities on the Kansas River" from the US Army Corps of Engineers date,d January 1990 reached 
the following conclusions: · 

· "Pa~t commercial dredging activities on the river have had a severe impact on the river's 
morphology and ecology and on non-dredging interests loca,ted in and along the river. Future 

. dredging activities have a high potential to worsen existing problems and to extend dredging 
impacts' into previously undisturbed reaches of the river." 

"Nothing less than a toted cessation ofdre4ging would be expected to entirely eliminqte 
adverse impacts upstream of rive~ mile 22.. The sand transport rate in and out ofmost reaches of 
the river ... is approximately 1:1. Those req.ches of the river are essentially in equilibrium,' since 
the quantity ofsand transported into the reach is approximately equal to the quantity transported 
out ofthe same reach. " 

"In the winter of1986 KCD determined that as little as 2 3 feed of additional riverbed 
degradation in the lower Kansas River and in' the Topeka, area wou[d result in millions of-dollars . 
in economic losses to nqn-dredge concerns. Lower riverbed and water suiface elevations would 
increase: (a) bank erosion (loss ofproperty), (b) maintenance ofland stabilization structures, (c) 
well field operating costs (lower elevations in the flood plain) ( d) water supply costs.( where lower 
water surfaces elevations in the river inhibit the operation o.f'water intakes), and ( e) pipeline and 
bridge maintenance." 

"" 

, P.O. Box 2635 Topeka, KS 66601, www.knrc.ws 
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"Dredging is responsible for widespread destruction ;fterrestrial atzd aquatic habitat by 
creating lake-like conditions that ar_e not normal to the Kansas Rive,r, by depositing a.blanket of 
·silt on the riverbe_d in.which native organisms cannot survive, and by the destruction ofriparian 

habitat for wildlife." 
. "Th,e shift from a relatively shallow, fast flowing, sandy, braided channel to' a deep, sluggish, 

silty channel, with significantly reduced habitat diversity, has _altered the Species composition of 
the fishery by reducing the number offish speCies and the total number offish. (The 1982 report . . 

by Frank Cross demqnstrated that both the number fish and the diversity were reduced to halfas 

a result ofdredging.) This pollution caused by sand dredging is causing the long· term loss ojthe 

.ecological integrity ofthe Kansas RiVer and that this pollution and habitat degradation is integral 

to the very process u.sed by the commercial sand dredge industry on the.Kansas River and, 


- therefore, cannot be prevented, mitigated or be significantly reduced by best management 

..._practices or any other. practice 0th.er than the complete cessation ofdredging;" 


The Simons, Li report of1986 establishes that there ar~ "adequate, and equivalent sources of the 
same grade and quality of sand available off the river." 

-A~ shown by Figure 1 below, the Applicant was removed from the river at his prior site. 
because the Applicant caused eight feet of riverbed degradation at that site, exceeding by three times 
the two foot regulatory allowance. · 

Figure 1 
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D. · The Kansas River is one of only three, rivers in.the entire state that is designated as 
"navigable". Without the "navigable" designation the other streams in the state are ill~gal to float, 
swim or fish without permission from every landowner.on both sides. 

More than 40% of the state's'population lives in the 10 count~_es that b.order the Kansas River. 
The river passes within an hour's drive of more than 50% of the state's population and within an 
hour's drive of roughly another 1,000,000 people on the other side of the Mis.souri state line. Because 
of the proximity of our people and the power of the river's beauty, the Kansa,s River is the best 
recreational resource in the state. By some accounts, it is also the state's m<?st important fishery and 
·migratory flyway. . , . . 

In 1996 the state legislature authorized the "Kansas River .Recreation Study" which was 
completed· and presented to the legislature on January 12, 1997. This study c~mcluded that: 

· 	"The Kansas River is an underdeveloped and underutilized state recreational resource; 
The state has no other stream recreation .resource of this type; 
Recreation on the Kansas River has a direct economic benefit ofnearly 3 million dollars per 
ye at; 
Neither recreationists nor landowners need or want highly developed and costly infrastructures; 
The prim.ary need is for non-motorized boating activities such as canoeing, kayaking; rafting, etc. 
and continuous segments of the river that are, linked together by public access and that are free of 
commercial operations; and . 
Increase{i. access is a benefit to 'landowners due to red;;_ction in the need for crossing ofprivate 
property, and parking issues." 

The growth of the recreational industry bn the Kansas River has been extraordinary in the last 
ten years by some accounts as much as a 10QO% increase. ~Boating, fishing, hunting and birding 
activities on the river have all seen an increase .. In the same time period, the economic viability of 
off river sarid operations has increased. to the point that subsidizing in stream extraction i.s not 
necessary. The larger economic benefit is served by making recreational use of the tjver easier and 
more widespread. · , l 

Dredging activities have so damaged the river that weirs and cofferdams have been built and 
new ones are being proposed to prevent water intakes from being exposed to air. The_~e structures are 
hazard~ to navigation and hamper recreational use of the river. None of the· existing struct1,1res are 
equipped with porta,ges, navigational bypasses or. public access.,. Therefore, to prevent the 
proliferation of more of such structures, dredging must be stopped, especially in reache_s that have, 
here to for, never been dredged. · · · 

~ ,. 

E. Not only do the weirs .and other structures built as a resul_t of dredging impact reci:;eation use 
of the river, they.negatively impact fish, avian and other species. The weirs act as a blockade to fish 
and other aquatic organisms. In their response to three proposed weir altem~tives ip Johnson County 
the Kansas Department pfWildlife and Parks stated:. · 

"We consider all three altefnat~ves proposed to be an impact level 3, meaning the project as it is 
currently designed shouldnot be implemented and some alternate approach should be 

. 	 considered The Kansas River is designated critical habitat for several state/f.ederal listed 
threatenep and endangered species including the Sturgeon Chub (Macrhybopsis meeki), Flat~ead 
Chub (Platygobio gracilis), Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Least Tern (Sterna 
antil1arum) and Piping Plover (Charadrius melOdus). Low-heaa w~in; can' have several negative 
effects on natii!e riverine species and river function incl~ding blocking fish mig~atiors, disrupting 

P.O. Box 2635 Topeka, KS 6660_1_ www.knrc.ws, · 
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the transport of ~lluvial materials leading to channel instabi.lify and augmenting ,downstream 
" 	 erosion, and increases m' the formation ofpool habitat thereby altering the natural channel 

conditions and leading to invasion offish species more adapted to pool conditions. In addition, 
nesting habitat for avian species would be lost by the fonnation of a- backwater pool." 

·Mainstream degradation in the dredged reaches has suspended themouth of some side streams, 
such as Little Kaw Creek (mile 22.3) above the main' channel. Mainstream degradation has limited 
the accessibility of these tributarie.s t~ river fishes except during high flows·. Sift deposits during high 

· mainstream.flows block the mouth of these streams. · · · - .... 	 , ­

. As described earlier, dredging causes' the streambed to become covered with silt and silt sand. 
This .~Iteration of the nq.tural_riverbed causes a loss of the_ river's biological integrity. Benthic 
orgal)isms that are native to the normally sandy substrate cannott survive as layer upon layer of silt is 
deposited on the riverbed. Fish populations are decimated. . 

'fh,reatened and endangered species such as the piping plover and least tern require high, well­
scoured sandbars for nesting ..Although the USACE claims thatdredging does not directly remove 
·sandbars, historic· comparisons prove that the dredged reaches have fewer sandbars than they once 
did. The Kansas River is home to·notjust threatened and endangered species but nu~rous other 
birds that rely on the riparian areas, sandbars, mud flaJs, shallo\vs, and poors for their habitat. The 
riv~r is· also on the flyway of many other species plus migratory shorebirds and waterfowl. These 
birds are negatively impacted by sand dredging; their hatiitat is modified, their food sources are 
reduced.and contaminated, and their nesting sites are lost. 

F. A_s the riverbed degrades it has also undermined and destabilized railroad bridges, utility lin~s, 
dam, water intakes, jetties and riparian lands: One of the main goals in the USACE' s current 
Regulatory Plan was to ensure that the Sunflower water intake was to be protected.· Yet, as a result of 
continued sand dredging that should never been allowed on the river, it is now protruding. from the 
wa~er.' The waterdistrict has proposed a low head weir (dam) on the Kansas River at the location of 
the old Sunflower water intake. The estimated cost to the people of Johnson County is between $6 - ·· 
$8 million dollars. Although alternatives exist, and are less destructive of the river than a weir, those 

. alternatives are estimated to be even more expensive. ' 
Johnson County's dam below Mill Creek and the two ·weirs in Topeka had to be built due to 

· the degradation of the rivefbed and river stage:c~used by sand dredging. The initial cost of the. 
construction of these weirs was m~ny millions of dollars. As,ri.verbed degradation continues to 
undermine these structures, repeated repairs and maintenance adds additional costs. The Johnson .. County weir has been ~epaired 111any times due to repeated degradation of the dverbed from dredgiJ!g . 

·At this writing, Water One of Johnson County is proposing to build a cofferdam abov~ their existing 
weir· - all of these costs are born by non-dredging interests. 

Construction and maintenance are not the only costs we pay 'for dredging induced weirs. 
These structu~es blockade the river for recreational and commercial navigation; reducing the 

. economic benefits of these activities to 'our local economies. 
In 1985, the USACE contracted with Booker Engineers-Architects-Planners to determine 

what would happen to th.e sand and gravel market if the dredgc:rs.were moved off the ri':'er.The 
Booker report states that a. move from the river to the flood plain would increase the average : 
delivered price of a ton of sand and gravel approximately 6 percent in the market area served by the 
dredgers. The increase being largely transportation costs. Since the Booker study in.1986, some 
dredgers have successfully moved off the river while others have resisted the change citing 

•
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difficmlties with local and state governmept bureaucracies. Th,e fact that the study is now some 20 
years old, and, the markets have changed significantly, means_ that the data should not be relied upon 
to justify in river dredging. . · · .. . . · 

. Availability of high quality _sand is important to the state and our coqtmunities. These internsts 
face inal'ly economic hazards but the least among those risks is from off-river sand mining. The 

. USACE, in conjunction with local and state interests should cooperate to evaluate the best off-river 
options for everxone concerned. 

In summary, this permit should be denied. The requirements of the Regulatory Planfor 
Commercial Dredging Jlctivities on the Kansas River do not allow dredging in part of this reach; 
the discharge 9f the land based operation will violate Section IX of the Regulatr;ry Plan for ' 
Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas River; the history of dredge has shown that dredging 
causes physical damage td the river; dredging in this reach will negatively impact the economic, 
aesthetic, use and value of recreational uses, safe navigation andthe fishery in that area; the economic 
.alternatives are available if they would only be pursued in earnest~ and the long histbry of dredging 
.on the Kansas River ·and The Corps own.studies have demonstrated the harmful impacts of dredging. 
Th~ Kansas Department of Health and Environment shouid deny certification on this applicant or 

. require this applicant to have an 'NPDES permit for all discharges from their iand-based operations. 
. ' ' ' ..· . ' 

The Kansas Natural Resource Council requests that a public hearing be conducted so that 

additional detailed evidence can be presented by all stakeholders. We are willing and prepared to be 

a part of an ongoing process to create asolution that meets the needs of our communities, the river · 


' • I 

and 'the aggtegate companies. Bl)t another dredge on the Kansas River is notthe solution. , . 

Sincerely, 

~~· 
Bob Haughawout · . 

Presiclent . 

Kansas Natural Resource Council 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Jay Barnes for KNRC Uay@knrc.ws] 
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2003,5:13 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging Permits 

Kansas Natural Resource Council herewith requests that applications for 
renewal of dredging permits be denied. We further request that ALL 
APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWAL OF DREDGING PERMITS BE OPENED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS 
before approval or disapproval decisions are made. 

The USACE permit process requires consideration of the following factors in 
approval decisions. KNRC has information in each of these subjects for 
consideration and we hold that public hearings are the appropriate venue to 
present that information: 

the relative extent of public and private need for the proposed dredging; 
- the practicability of reasonable alternatives; 
- the extent and permanence of effects on public and private users; 
- water quality; 
- needs and welfare of the people (i'Il,,:d1i:iuding health risks and exposure); 

recreation; 
- shore erosion; and 

the Clean water Act provisions of Section 404(b) (l)when less damaging 
alternatives exist. 

KNRC respecfully submits that original permits were issued based on 
information that included science and technologies now well out of date. 
Failure to consider the 10-year renewal applications for dredging permits 
with such obvious impact on the river without current best available 
information would be a disservice to both the public and private sectors. 

Please use the address below to inform KNRC of your decision on public 
hearings and on the permits. If you do not hold hearings, please include 
explanation of your decision not to do so. 

Jay Barnes, Executive Director 
Kansas Natural Resource Council 
PO Box 21346 
Wichita, KS 67208 
316-686 6043 
jay@knrc.ws 
Visit us on the web at www.knrc.ws 
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.The voice efoutdoor Kansas 
September 1, 2003 

Mr. Joshua Marx 
US Anny Coi:ps of Engineers 
Kansas Regulatory Office, 700 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th Strc:et 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Via fax: 816-983-3658 

RE: Dredging on the Kansas River 

·Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing to you in my role as Executive Director of the Kansas Wildlife Federation. 
KWF was organized in 1951 to speak up for .hunters and anglers in this state, and to provide 
quality outdoor adventures. We represent more than 2,000 people in the state through individual 
mem.bership.5 and club affiliations. Additionally, we are the state affiliate ofth~ Natio:o,al Wildlife 
federation and represent approximately 10,000 NWF members in Kansas. Wr; sp~nd millions of 
dollars each year on guns, ammunition, rods, reels, permits, guide!), lodging, and more. 

KWF is calling for the Corps hold hearings on the effects of gravel dredging in tb.e 

Kansas River. Failure to do so before granting another round of 10-year permits fur a dozen 

different sites along the river would be a serious lapse in your dmy to act as stewards for 

AmeTic;a's waters, 


In the two decades since the Corps has allowed dredging along the Kansas River, a great 
deal of information has been brought to light about the effects that excavating the river bed has on 
both wildJjfe a.nd human infrastructure. While the Corps claims to have all of the information it 
needs, that information is unacceptably out of date. 

Among the more critical points we need you to take into wnsideration: 

• 	 Dredging machinery placed in the middle of the river blocks access for recreational 
boaters and anglers on one of Kansas' only navigable waters 

• 	 Sediment dumped back into the water from the dredging opi;m:itions suffocates fish 
spawning grounds 

• 	 The excavated riverbed may be full of chlordane7 which bioaccumulates in the 
surviving fish populations 

PO :Sox 8237 =J Wichita. :KS 67208 := (785) 249-2 l65 



'pl. 	 . 
RE; Dredging on the Kansas River - Comments by thi;;; Kansas Wildlife Federation, page 2 

• 	 Dredging weakens riverbanks both upstream and downstream from the excavation. 
As the riverbanks become destabilized, bridgesi pipelines, and other structures are 
undermined. Kansas ta..~payers have already pald millions to refurbish road crossings 
and waterworks along the Kansas River. 

To amplify this last point, it is particularly worth noting that gravel dredging in the river 
seems to have played a role in weakening Bowersock Dam in LaWTence, as well as infrastructure 
such as water systems and pipelines. Failures in these sttuctures would not just be expensive, but 
a serious event in the lives of people fo the area. 

ln light of the above, it is our position that through in-stream gravel dredging, Kamas 

ta."l!:payers are bearing a heavy burde;n for a minimal benefit to oni;: small industry. 


I look forward to hearing from you as to yoo:r plans on this matter. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions, 

Best w::~;at.
idMd 

Executive Director 
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February 20, 2006 
The voice ofoutdoor Kansa1 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Anny Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Pennit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Kansas Wildlife Federation is a statewide non-profit organization of hunters, anglers and 
conservationists interested in natural resource management is Kansas. We are opposed to the continued 
sand dredging on the Kansas River. We request that permit 200600407, applied for by Victory Sand and 
Gravel, be denied. 

As discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation,. the Kansas 
River is in an overall state of degradation. Continued in-river sand dredging adds to this degradation. We 
also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone11 according to the 
Regulatory Plan. 

Jn-stream sand dredging activities: 
· Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to 

bank destabilization; 
· Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
· Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
· Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
· May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative 

toxins do\Wstream. 

The Kansas Wildlife Federation believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from 
the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to 
relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8). 
for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine sjte 
is not an easy task but it is possible, as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. 

ShouJd you decide to conduct a public hearing on this matter, we would attend. 

Sincerely 

~~4~QX~-
Steven G. Sorensen · 
President 

P. 0. Box 771282 •Wichita, KS 66277-1282 t (316) 214-3001 • kswildl~fe.of1! 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Bonnie C. Liscek [bliscek@attglobal.net] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 3:18 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

P.O. Box 3741 
Lawrence, KS 66046 

(785) 841-5423 

September 6, 2003 

Joshua A. Marx 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 E. 12th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

The Jayhawk Audubon Society respectfully requests that the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the 
Kansas River. Please hold a public hearing on this issue prior to making a 

decision, and notify us of the meeting date, time, and location. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie C. Liscek 
President 

Jayhawk Audubon Society 

() /Q /') {)(\~ 

mailto:bliscek@attglobal.net


Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: thomas.kneil [thomas.kneil@wichita.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 2:30 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

21 August, 2003 

Joshua A. Marx 
u. s. Army Corps of Engineers 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

As an organization that is committed to the protection of rivers in the nation 
and 
particularly those in Kansas and elsewhere along the Arkansas River corridor, 
we are 
opposed to the reissuing of dredging permits on the Kansas River. The added 
cost to the 
sand extracting companies to develop sand pits *adjacent* to the river is 
minor 
compared to the environmental costs when dredging takes place within the river 
itself. 
Sand dredging in south-central Kansas is in pits in the river flood plain but 
not in the river 
itself and is cost effective. 

We respectfully request that public hearings on these permits be held prior to 
their 
issuance. 

For the Arkansas River Coalition, 

Thomas R. Kneil, PhD 
President of the Board of Directors 
Arkansas River Coalition 
P.O. Pox 3056 
Wichita, KS 67201-3056 
316-744-1016 
thomas.kneil@wichita.edu 
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KANSAS PADDLER Home Page: http://www.kansas.net/-tjbittle 
Wednesday, September 03, 2003 

Josh Marx 
USAGE 
KC Regulatory Branch Office 
700 Federal Building 
KC, MO 64106 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing as the President of the Kansas Canoe Association. Our organization has taken the 
stand that we are against further dredging on the Kansas River. We are asking that you have a 
public hearing that will allow alternative positions to be heard. 

If you have not traveled the Kansas River, you could not know what a beautiful river it is. In a 
state that has so few public rivers, it is disgusting that there are plans to further degrade one of 
Kansas' natural resources. We feel that there are many other ways for the Sand and Gravel 
Industry to find the sand and gravel they need. 

I have seen first hand what dredging has done to the river. East of Lawrence is an excellent 
example. It is no longer a river. It is more like a canal. While many other states go to great 
lengths to protect their rivers and try to impr()ve the water quality, In Kansas, we just let groups 
with political clout do whatever keeps them happy. The next generations will look back and 
wonder wh.y this was allowed to happen. What we have done in the past 50 years is appalling. 

Please allow the public hearing. 

Sincerely, ..., Q . _ , 
~~Q~· \(_~-11\. 

Rawlings, President l 


illespie Dr. 

Manhattan, KS 

66502 

http://www.kansas.net/-tjbittle
http:r-i-.....ii
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Thomas J. Hittle, ASLA [tjhittle@kansas.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 3:24 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

On behalf ofmyself and the 300+ family members of the Kansas Canoe Association, I am formally 
requesting that the USACE hold a public hearing on the 12 dredging permits pending for the Kansas 
River. Please keep me informed. Address below. 

*l*!*!*l*!*l*!*!*!*l*l*!*l*l*l*!*l*l*!*l*l*l*l*/*!*l*l*!*I* 
T.J. Hittle I P.O. Box 83 I 700 Gillespie Dr. 
Manhattan, KS 66505-0083 
voice:(785)539-7772 I fax:(785)539-6050 

Editor - The KANSAS PADDLER 

(newsletter for the Kansas Canoe Association) 

Webmaster - KANSAS PADDLER Home Page: 

http://\V\Vw.kansas.net/~tjhittl~ 

"We do not stop playing because we grow old; 
we grow old because we stop playing." 

*l*!*l*!*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*/*l*/*l*/*l*/*l*l*l*l*l*!*/*l*l*I* 

8/20/2003 


http://\V\Vw.kansas.net/~tjhittl
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KANSAS 
CHAPTER 

Saving the l.asf Grea1 Places 

September 2, 2003 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 

I{ansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Fedetal Building 

60l E. 12th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-28915 


RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGlNG ON THE l'ANSAS RIVER 

Dea( Mr. Marx: 

On August 8, 2003 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a Public Notice rega,rding the Coi:p's 
consideration to granting 10-year e~tensions on l2 sand and gravel dredging pennits on the Kansas River. 
Tb.e public has until September 7rb to send their comments to the Corps. 

The Kansas River was identified as a priority conservation area in The Nature Consei:vancy's Central 
Tallgrass Prairie Ec.oregion Conservation Plan published in 2000, The Conservancy's plan was developed 
wlth the help of scientists from agencies and organizations from the 6 states the ecoregion falls within, 
including the help of sdeoJists from the :Kansas Natural Heritage Program ofthe Kansas Biological 
Survey at the University of Kansas. Priority conse:l'Vation sites are selected to represent the best viable 
examples of the wide range ofbiodiversity in our state. The Kansas River is a unique aquatic resource in 
Kansas and within the region, providing habitat for several "big river" species offish and wildlife. 

Any activity that modifies the hydrology ofthe river or otherwise alters habitat certainly has the potential 
to adversely impact fish and wildlife. There is good reason to believe this is already happenine because 
of existing dredging activities. Loe.al, state and regional e'1-perts should be consulted to fully assess 
impacts. Because of the scope of the issues the Corps must consider and the magnitude of the impact of 
their decisions, we believe it is essential that the Corps hold public hearings to adequately consider all 
studies and lJ,lformation available, and most importantly, to hear the views of all stakeholders and the 
concerned public. 

l respectfully request that the Corps hold public;: hearings on these Kansas River sand and gravel dredging 
permits. Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. Please. feel free to contact me or have one of 
your staff contact me ifyou need further information or clarification. 

Sincerely, 

fl~~~· 
~om 
State Director 

W()rldwide O{ffce • ArHn.gton, VirKinia 22203-1606 • 703 841-5300 
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September 5, 2003 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 East 12th Street 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 


RE: Request for Comments on Renewals of Kansas River Dredging 

Permits for various companies. 


Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Heavy Constructors Association of Greater Kansas City submits 
these comments in support of renewal of river dredging permits on the 
Kansas River. 

The Heavy Constructors Association is a chapter of the Associated 
General Contractors of America (AGC). The Heavy Constructors 
Association represents over 150 companies in the heavy, highway and utility 
construction industry in Kansas and Missouri. These companies include 
general contractors, materials suppliers/producers, equipment dealers, 
insurance companies, etc. 

We base our request for renewal of the Kansas River dredging 
permits on the following points: 

1. Public need. Sand and gravel dredged from the Kansas River is 
used to produce a number of products for public consumption. Chief among 
these is concrete which is used to construct both private and public facilities. 
Non-renewal of the permits will have a direct cost impact on public and 
private construction projects as replacement materials are substituted at a 
higher cost. 

2. Renewable resource. Administered properly, sand and gravel 
dredging of the Kansas River is a renewable resource. We believe this has 
been the experience under U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) 
oversight/administration and with industry cooperation. 

3. Environmental protection. We believe the proper environmental 
safeguards are in place to ensure the viability of the Kansas River for 

BROADWAY SUMMIT BLDG., STE. 780 • 3101 BROADWAY, KANSAS CITY, MO 64111-9227 
(816) 753-6443 • FAX (816) 753-1239 • E-MAIL: hcakc@swbell.net • www.heavyconstructors.org 

http:www.heavyconstructors.org
mailto:hcakc@swbell.net
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September 5, 2003 
Mr. Joshua A. Marx 

generations to come. USAGE monitoring and administration ensure that operations are 
suspended when appropriate to guard against environmental degradation and harm to 
animal and aquatic species of the Kansas River. 

4. Recreational use. Renewal of the permits would in no way limit or prohibit 
recreational uses of the Kansas River. 

We respectfully request approval of the above-referenced permits. Please let me 
know if you have any questions of if I may be of any assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~,\-~rd DeSoignie 
Executive Director 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Roger Boyd [rboyd@bakeru.edu] 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 12:20 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Cc: Roger.Boyd@bakeru.edu 

Subject: River Dredging 

Dear Sir: 

As you have no doubt discovered from the letters and emails that you have received, dredging on the Kansas 
River is a hot issue. I have taken Boy Scouts on the river from Junction City to Lawrence twice in the past several 
years as well as numerous shorter trips. I have also been monitoring the Least Terns and Piping Plover nesting 
success on the Kansas River for the USACOE the past five summers. It is difficult to measure whether dredging 
has any impacts on nesting. If we had access to a dredge to build nesting islands then it would be positive. 
However, that is not the case. Canoeing past an operating dredge can be traumatic for young scouters, even for 
older scouters in fear of the younger ones, it can be traumatic. 

It appears that most dredge operations do fine off site with very little additional expense. It appears that we would 
not be having a negative impact to dredgers to remove them from the river and leave the river to a more natural 
flow. 

I believe that the USACOE should have a public hearing on this issue. It is important to the people to let their 
voices be heard. 

Sincerely, 
RogerL. Boyd, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair of Biology 
Baker University 
Baldwin City, KS 66006 

9/8/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Cindy Oliver [zeuscat2@sunflower.com] 

Sent: Monday, August 11, 2003 1 :56 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I wanted to write to request that the permits for dredging NOT be renewed for the next decade. 

I was lucky enough in my childhood in the 70's to have an access point to the Kansas River near Big Springs, and 
spent many hours searching for tadpoles in pools on the sandbars, and looking for turtles, fossils and 
arrowheads. I moved to Lawrence from Manhattan 2 years ago, and was disappointed at the state of the river in 
this area due to the dredging. Friends and I canoed frequently in the rivers around Manhattan, but on my canoe 
trip here, I saw how different the river is, stripped and changed from the dredging. It would require slightly more 
work to dredge a little away from the Kansas River, but would make a huge improvement to the River 
environment and the people that enjoy it and those who would rely on it for local recreation. 

Thank you for your attention, 
Cindy Oliver 

9/10/2003 




Ma..X, Joshua A NWK 

From: Scott Hoober [scott@hoober.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 8:44 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Dredging in the Kaw 

Mr. Marx 

Dredging in the Kansas River has gone on far too long, and I urge the Corps 
of Engineers to deny renewal of permits to continue this damaging process. 

Aside from damage to the environment - destruction of wildlife habitat, 
reduced water quality, degradation of the river itself and its shoreline 
dredging also damages bridges, jetties and other manmade structures. It also 
reduces opportunities for people like me to get out on the river and enjoy 
it. 

Please deny the permits before you for consideration. 

Scott Hoober 
7229 Canterbury 
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208 

1 



j 

Marx.J Joshua A NWK 

From: jdeem LJdeem@ku.edu] 
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2003 4:55 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Josh Marx, 

As a concerned resident of Kanas, and the world, I'm asking you to put and 
end to dredging on the Kansas river. The destructive manner in which sand 
is dredged from the river is senseless - espeically when safe and feasable 
alternatives are available in the river flood plains. Stop dredging in 
Kansas, and start resolving the damage that has already been done. Let the 
public in on the hearing for pending permits on the Kansas River. There are 
far too many people (and wildlife) who enjoy - or have the potential to 
enjoy the Kansas River free of dredging. Let these people speak, and the 
wildlife be spoken for. 

Sincerely, 
Jessica Deem 

1 



September 7, 2003 

U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Attention: U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers: 

This issue really matters. You won't have another chance to stop the dredging on the Kansas 
River for another 10 years. You have a chance to make a difference, a real difference within the 
state of Kansas. By finally realizing that continued support of the dredging companies is no 
longer a viable option, you now have this single opportunity to improve the environment, the 
water quality, the wildlife habitat, and the recreation of the citizens in the state of Kansas. 

I feel qualified to speak to you and to make this request. I have been a resident of the state of 
Kansas for the better part of 50 years. I have been a active member of the Kansas Canoe 
Association as well as Friends of the Kaw. I have paddled the length of the river several times in 
canoes and kayaks, and I have spent many wonderful nights camping on the river's incredible 
sand bars. I worked actively to bring Robert Kennedy Jr. here in the spring of2002 and to kick 
off the "Riverkeeper" program. I have always hoped that someday others would recognize the 
Kansas River for what it really is -- a park, a recreational facility and resource. It is not a 
garbage dump where anyone who wishes can dig it up and haul it away, pour their poisonous 
chemicals and waste into it, cut the trees, undermine the trees, or throw their trash in it. Ifmore 
people such as you would have the vision and the foresight, the Kansas River would and could 
be a recreational corridor, 170 miles in length, a beautiful place for all to eajoy. It is the best 
single natural resource in the state of Kansas. When are we going to manage it as though it 
were? When are you going to stand up to industry and tell them "no more?" 

Ifthere were no other sources for sand, then there would have to be a different approach, but that 
is not necessary in this instance. You even admitted in the recent article in the "Kansas City Star" 
that when "excessive riverbed degradation occurs, the corps will not allow dredging there". You 
seem to have a clue about it all. I am not sure my words are going to convince you. I just ask 
that before some of you make this decision ......... get yourselves some canoes and spend just 3 
hours paddling the Kansas River and see what you think as you look at the damage done, damage 
that is being done, and what you think of the dredging crap that blocks the channels. Then go 
back to your offices and make a tough decision that should have been made a long time ago! 
Thank you for listening. 



U S Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E 12th St 
Kansas City. MO 64106-28906 

Subject: Dredging sand from the Kaw 

I firmly believe it should be allowed to continue with the supervision you have been able to 
maintain. In a sense it is miniscule what effect it has but by the same token as sand continues to 
build up in its natural process and the drifts just cause the river to fill and wander around taking 
farmland and other valuable property. 

Granted with all the land being covered with concrete, blacktop, homes and building the flows are 
different than in eons ago however the flood control dam offsets some of these effects. 

I recommend that sand dredging be allowed to continue versus the land mining that would replace 
it. 

In my younger days I was a soil conservation contractor and involved with road building, 
conservation and state lakes for erosion control and some channel changing and have always been 
interested in studying the history past of channels of where rivers used to travel when flying and 
studying the past from the air. 

Lets let the dredging continue. 

_y,~;;~~ 
Giffor/r!n;P~·r if// . / / 
28585 West 85 Terrace 
DeSoto, KS 66018 
913 583 3487 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Craig Graves [waygraves@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Sunday, February 19, 2006 9:40 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Dredging permit 200600407 

211912006 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE:Perrnit200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas 
River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed 
in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an 
overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is insult to injury. I also have concerns 
that the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In­
stream sand dredging activities: 
· Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to bank 
destabilization; 
· Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
· Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
· Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
· May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the flood 
plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and ~oncrete, Inc., also being required to relocate 
because of unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), for 
making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine site is 
not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a 
public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Way Graves 
435 Edgerton Ave 
Manhattan, KS 665 02 
\Yfl,YgI-~YYs@yghQQ,_GQill 

Y<'!hQQLAIJ!Qs. Looking for a sweet ride? Get pricing, reviews, & more on new and used cars. 

'l l'l 1 l'l n.n.c. 
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United States Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit No. 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

I am a member ofthe Friends ofthe Kaw and am opposed to continued sand dredging 
on the Kansas River. I request that Permit No. 200600407 applied for by Victory 
Sand and Gravel be denied. As was discussed in the Technical Advisory Com1nittee 
on Kansas River Channel Degradation of the Kansas River is in an overall state of 
degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is an insult to injury. I also have 
concerns that the upper limit ofthis permit lies within a "no dredge zone" according 
to the regulatory plan. 

Friends of the Kaw believe the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand 
from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. 
also being required to relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation at their 
current location, for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree 
that finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task, but as shown by Kansas 
Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a public hearing on this 
matter. 

avid K. uc ers 
610 North 28th Street 
Kansas City KS 66102 



United States Army Corps ofEngineers ·-~ 
Kansas City Regulatory Office .. RE._C E\\j Eu"'> A, Nc} 
601East12th St. y r~uLAi ORY \3hh 

' .•• <.,J 

Kansas City, MO 64106 2806 fEll 22 At\ 9
! 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member ofFriends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dre 
permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discusse 
Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an overall state ofdegrad 
is insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies wi1 
Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structurei 
Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumula 

Friends ofthe Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take san 
applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because oJ 
current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), for making plans to move their operatic 
appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Cone 
a public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(Your Name & Address) 




United States Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand drt 
permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discusst 
Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an overall state ofdegrm 
is insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies wi 
Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structure 
Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumuh 

Friends ofthe Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sru 
applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because G 

current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), for making plans to move their operati 
appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Con 
a public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(Your Name & Address) 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: KatFRior@aol.com 

Sent: Monday, February 27, 2006 10:23 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: (no subject) 

I may be late with this message but wanted to weigh in. I hope Victory Sand and Gravel's application to dredge 
the Kansas River is denied. As a member of Friends of the KAW and other Kansas environmental 
organizations I strongly oppose in-river dredgirig. It has no eye to the long term best interest of the river and 
instead makes the river more vulnerable. I hope the Corps is looking out for Kansas river. Kathy Riordan, 
Prairie Village, KS 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Sarah Hill-Nelson [hillnel@swbell.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2006 2:19 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit #200600407 

February 9th, 2006 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Off ice 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging 
on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand 
and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas 
River Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an overall state of degradation 
and continued in-river sand dredging is insult to injury. I also have concerns that 
the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the 
Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures due to bank destabilization; 

Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 
siltation; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 

bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take 
sand from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, 
Inc., also being required to relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation 
at their current location (r. m. 84. 5 to r. m. 85. 8}, for making plans to move 
their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine site 
is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. 
I would also attend a public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Hill-Nelson 

Sarah Hill-Nelson 
The Bowersock Mills and Power Company 
P.O. Box66 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044 
business line: 785-766-0884 
home: 785-840-9402 
bowernoJ;:/spol,'ler@~wbel!,.net 
w.ww.J:iow~rno_Q/spoYle.Lrnm 
"Producing clean, renewable hydropower since 1874." 

2/15/2006 

http:bowernoJ;:/spol,'ler@~wbel!,.net
mailto:hillnel@swbell.net
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: John Rogers Uohnrog@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2006 11 :39 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand 
dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for 
by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical 
Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is 
in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is 
insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit 
lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In-stream 
sand dredging activities: 
· Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures due to bank destabilization; 
·Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 
siltation; 
· Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
· Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
· May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 
bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to 
take sand from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand 
and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because ofunacceptable · 
channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), 
for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that 
finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a public 
hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John Rogers 
Lawrence 

Relax. Yahoo! Mail Yil:JJ~-~c;_;,1nniD_g helps detect nasty viruses! 

2/15/2006 

mailto:Uohnrog@yahoo.com


Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Mike Hunter [mikeh@huntermidwestinc.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 3:23 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: FW: Victory Sand and Gravel Relocation Permit 

Mr. Marx, 

It has come to my attention that Victory Sand and Gravel must move 
from their present location and have applied for another river location, 
permit number 200600407.L. 
My understanding is the move is precipitated by the degradation of the 
river bed in their present location. It is a shame we have to loose a 
precious resource such as our river beds to make us take action. 
However, the Corps and people like yourself who make up the Corps, 
should be commended for setting definite standards that must be 
adhered too and will be enforced. 
As a Kansas citizen of long standing I am opposed to reissuing another in 
river dredging permit to ANYONE. River dredging is simply not good - it 
is bad and should be stopped. As a business man, I can relate to the 
many expenses of running a successful business. I know it will cost 
Victory to move off river, but it must be done, much like Kansas Sand and 
Gravel's recent choice to be responsible and relocate to a pit mine. 
I am tired of paying taxes and increased fees to repair bridges, weirs, 
pipelines, etc as result of river degradation. I know sand dredging is not 
the only culprit causing degradation, but it is ONE, and one that we can 
control. 
That is what I am asking you and the Corps to do. Do not issue another 
in river dredging permit. 
Thank you for your time. 

Cordially, 
Mike Hunter 
913-831-7880 



Joshua Marx, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 2\2\06 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 
Dear Mr. Marx, 

As one of thousands of recreational users of the Kaw River I am opposed to the continued sand 
dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and 
Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel 
degradation the Kansas River is in an overall state of degradation. Continued in-river sand dredging 
is exceeding the US ACE' s own EIS of 1979 wherein it clearly states that bed degredation had 
already exceeded acceptable limits. For over 25 years the USACE has failed to stand by its own 
recommendations. It is time to close the books on in-stream sand and gravel dredging. 

I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to 
the Regulatory Plan. With the slow and cautious return of the Eagles to this habitat, it seems libelous 
to impact that delicate process again. This treasured resource must no longer be compromised. 
In-stream sand dredging activities: 

• 	 Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to bank 
destabilization; 

• 	 Endanger recreational boating with cross stream cables and dredging booms. 
• 	 Widen stream beds forcing ribboning of navigable channel as a result of increased 


headcutting. This impairs recreation, navigation and water quality. 

• 	 Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation. 
• 	 Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and · May re-deliver concentrated deposits of 

chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative toxins downstream .. 
The answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the flood plain in the broad and 
ample alluvial Kansas River valley. 
Examples: I applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because of 
unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (near this above permit application r. rn. 
84.5 tor. rn. 85.8), for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an 
appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is 
profitable. Other dredging operations are, in good conscience, preparing to follow this "offriver 
policy". Dredgers who understand the damage they are doing have confided in us that their days of 
river dredging are numbered. They will move to off river sites in order to join the effort to protect 
this great natural resource and thereby contribute to re-establishment of wetlands. 

I, and hundreds of other river network people would attend a public hearing on this matter. The last 
time we did this on the Kansas River, over 300 testified against one dredger and his lawyer. 
Testimony lasted until 1 AM. Their permit was denied. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Calwell 
Mike Calwell 
5610 W 61 st terr 
Mission, KS 66202 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Richard Gramza [rgramza@bgiweb.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 8:42 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: River Dredging Permit 

February 2, 2006 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas 
River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As 
discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas 
River is in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is insult to injury. I also 
have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the 
Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand dredging activities: 

It compromises a source of our drinking water in Olathe; 
Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to bank 

destabilization; 
Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population; 
Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative toxins 

downstream. 

Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the flood 
plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate 
because of unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 to r. m. 85.8), for 
making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine site is 
not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a 
public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Gramza 
1905 W. Oak St. 
Olathe, KS 66061 



Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Michael OShea [mjos8488@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 1 :06 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit 200600407 - please deny 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I paddle on the Kansas River and am very concerned about the sand 
dredging on this. I request that permit 200600407 applied for 
by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Teclmical 
Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is 
in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is adding 
insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit 
lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. 

In-stream sand dredging activities can: 
Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 

structures due to bank destabilization; 
Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 

siltation; 
Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 

bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 
The continued need for sand can be satisfied by taking sand from the flood plain next to the river. 

We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because of unacceptable 
channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), for making plans to move their 
operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as 
shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a public 
hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. O'Shea 
9109 Emily Circle 
Manhattan KS 66502 

Y_fili_o_gJAµto~. Looking for a sweet ride? Get pricing, reviews, & more on new and used cars. 



Mahe, Joshua A NWK 

From: Charles W. Sanders, Jr. [chassan@ksu.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 12:24 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: Preserving the Kansas River 

3 February 2006 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th st. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

Please allow me to submit the following comments in regards to Permit 
200600407 and the proposed dredging of the Kansas River. 

As an environmentally concerned Kansan and member of Friends of the Kaw, 
I strongly oppose additional dredging on the Kansas River. I ask that this 
permit, submitted by Victory sand and Gravel be denied as one step in the 
process to bring the river back from the sad state detailed in the report of 
the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation. The 
upper limit of this permit lies within a 'No Dredge Zone 2 according to the 
Regulatory Plan, and for that reason alone the permit should be denied. 
As you know, a proven alternative to in-stream dredging is to take sand from 
the flood plain next to the river, and we also applaud the efforts of 
progressive companies like Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. who are moving 
their operations to a pit mine. 

Thank you, sir, for your cooperation and your efforts to preserve the beauty 
of the Kansas. 

Charles W. Sanders, Jr. 
3017 Tumbleweed Terrace 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
chassan@ksu.edu 

1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: MrLSGarlow@aol.com 

Sent: Saturday, February 11, 2006 8:29 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Please Deny Victory Sand & Gravel application 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 - Victory Sand and Gravel 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a 52 year old businessman, attorney, voter (registered Republican), church-goer, Boy Scout leader, 
Chamber of Commerce member, father and 30 year resident of Kansas. I am also a member of Friends of the 
Kaw. 

I am strongly opposed to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 
applied forby Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. 

I am certain you are well aware of the scientific findings that the Kansas River is 
in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging creates 
a threat of further injury. I understand that the upper limit of this permit 
lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In-stream 
sand dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures due to bank destabilization; 

Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 
siltation; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 

bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 

I support the position of Friends of the Kaw, which promotes a change in the historic sand-mining activities in 

and around the Kaw. The FUTURE of sand-mining must be REGULATED in a way to restrict sand-mining to 

the adjacent areas offload plain next to the river. 


As a Kansas business man who runs a company with over 300 employees and 8 business locations, I 

understand the "costs" of doing business. I understand that 

finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 

Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. 


I feel strongly enough about this issue that I would attend a public 

hearing on this matter. 


Regards, 

Stephen Garlow 

2415 HaNard Road 

Lawrence KS 66049 


'l 11 &:. /'}{\(\(:. 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Jim Stanker Oim.stanker@candoelec.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2006 9:09 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: RE: Permit 200600407 

Joshua Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 


Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand 

dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied 

for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical 

Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River 

is in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging 

is insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit 

lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. 


It is also my understanding that in addition to the environmental consequences of 

contined dredging of the river, that other (hazardous) waste vioations occur on this site. 

We rely on the Corps of Engineers to do the right thing in protecting our natural resources. 


Thank you. 

Jim Stanker 
6423 Hadley 
Merriam, Kansas 66202 

'l /1 .:::: /')flflh 



Marn, Joshua A NWK 

From: Paul Post [paulpost@paulpost.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2006 4:00 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: Sand dredging on the Kansas River, ,Permit No. 200600407 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand 
dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for 
by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical 
Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is 
in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is 
insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit 
lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In-stream 
sand dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 

structures due to bank destabilization; 

Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due· to 

siltation; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 

Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 

May re suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 

bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 


Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to 
take sand from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand 
and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because of unacceptable 
channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 to r. m. 85.8), 
for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that 
finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a public hearing on 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Paul D. Post 
2101 SW 2nd Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
785 354 1972 

1 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Mollie Mangerich [mmangerich@ci.lawrence.ks.us] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2006 11 :06 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Comment: permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging on the 
Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. 
As discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas 
River is in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is insult to injury. I 
also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to 
the Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand dredging activities: 
· Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to bank 
destabilization; 
· Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
· Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
· Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
· May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative toxins 
downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believe the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the flood 
plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate 
because of unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 to r. m. 85.8), 
for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that finding an appropriate pit 
mine site is not an easy task but as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I 
would also attend a public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mollie Mangerich 

2/15/2006 




GREG NEWLIN 

1022 OHIO STREET SABETHA, KANSAS 66534 


newlin@mewlan.com cell785·547-6275 


February 2, 2006 
Joshua Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East Twelfth Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 
I am a member of the Friends of the Kaw and opposed to the continued 

sand dredging on the Kansas River~ I request that permit 200600407 applied 
for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical 
Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation, the Kansas River 
is in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is 
adding insult to that injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this 
permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In 
stream dredging activities cause: 
- Damaged bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures 
due to bank destabilization. 
- Degrades the habitat,· diminishes fish diversity and fish population due to siltation. 
- Im.pairs recreation, navigation and water quality. 
- Degrades the riverbed and shoreline. 
- May re-suspend and -concentrate chlordane and other persistant bio-ac1;umulative 
toxins downstream. 

Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is 
to take sand from the flood plain next to the river and keep these companies 
out of the river. We applaud that Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. are being 
required to relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation at their 
current location (r.m. 84.5 to r.m. 85.B), and for making plans to move their 
operation to a pit mine. It is agreeable that finding an appropriate pit mine is 
not an easy task by as shown by Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. 
Please inform me of any hearing we can attend on this matter, as well as 
available bus parking. 

Gregory Newlin 

mailto:newlin@mewlan.com


-#------------------------·~-----------------------------------------------------------w---------------------

United States Army Corps ofEngineers Date 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
60 I East 1th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

[am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging on 
the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and 
Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River 
Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an overall state of degradation and continued 
in-river sand dredging is insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this 
permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand 
dredging activities: 
• 	 Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to 


bank destabilization; 

• 	 Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to siltation; 
• 	 Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
• 	 Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
• 	 May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio-accumulative 

toxins downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand 
from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc., also 
being required to relocate because of unacceptable channel degradation at their current 
location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. 
We agree that finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. l would also attend a public hearing on this 
matter. 
Sincerely, (Your Name & Address) ~~t2/J1~ y~ 

#tar~ ' ~~~~7~ 

/o/_3c!~&- /J;.~52--
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Lisa Grossman [lgrossman@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 200611:52 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: oppose new sand dredging permit 

2/15/06 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

As a member of Friends of the Kaw I am opposed to continued sand 
dredging on the Kansas River. I ask you to please deny permit 200600407 
applied for 
by Victory Sand and Gravel. Thank you very much for your attention to this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Grossman 
825 Maine 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

1 

mailto:lgrossman@earthlink.net


Chris Collins, Inc. 


February 2, 2006 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am Kansas Canoe& Kaya-k .Asseciation -(KCKA) BoardJUernb_er _a,gd I am opposed to 
the continued sand dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 
200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in 
the Technical Advisory Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the 
Kansas River is in an overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand 
dredging is insult to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of 
this permit lies within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. 
In-stream sand dredging activities: 

• Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, darns, weirs and other manrnade 
structures due to bank destabilization; 

• 
Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 
siltation; 

• 
Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 

• 
Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 

• 
May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent bio­
accurnulative toxins downstream. 

Friends of the Kaw and KCKA believe the answer to the continued need for sand 
is to take sand from the flood plain next to the river. We-app±-aud Kansas 
Sand and Concrete~ Inc., also being required to relocate because of 
unacceptable channel degradation at their current location (r. rn. 84.5 to r. 
rn. 85.8), for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree 
that finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I would also attend a public 
hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

P.O. Box 3404 •Wichita, KS• 67201-3404 • 316-942-4339 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Stan & Peggy Chappell [chappells@everestkc.net] 

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2006 10:00 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas River. 
request that permit 200600407 applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. The Kansas River is in an 
overall state of degradation already, and continued in-river sand dredging is just adding insult to injury. As you 
probably know, in-stream sand dredging damages bridges and other manmade structures due to bank 
destabilization. It also degrades habitat and diminishes fish diversity and population. 

We Friends of the Kaw believe the answer to the continued need for sand is to take sand from the flood plain next 
to the river, rather than dredging. Thank you for considering my views on this matter. I hope you will deny this 
dredging permit. 

Sincerely, 
Stan Chappell 
9632 Riggs Street 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913/341-7319 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: redmon [redmon@networksplus.net] 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2006 11: 11 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: Kaw River dredging 

16 Feb 06 

Joshua Marx, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

RE: Permit 200600407 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am a member of Friends of the Kaw and am opposed to the continued sand 
dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 200600407 applied for by 
Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. As discussed in the Technical Advisory 
Committee on Kansas River Channel degradation the Kansas River is in an 
overall state of degradation and continued in-river sand dredging is insult 
to injury. I also have concerns that the upper limit of this permit lies 
within a "No Dredge Zone" according to the Regulatory Plan. In-stream sand 
dredging activities: 
· Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures due to bank destabilization; 
· Degrade habitat, diminish fish diversity and fish population due to 
siltation; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 
· Degrade the riverbed and the shoreline; and 
· May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane and other persistent 
bio-accumulative toxins downstream. 
Friends of the Kaw believes the answer to the continued need for sand is to 
take sand from the flood plain next to the river. We applaud Kansas Sand and 
Concrete, Inc., also being required to relocate because of unacceptable 
channel degradation at their current location (r. m. 84.5 tor. m. 85.8), 
for making plans to move their operation to a pit mine. We agree that 
finding an appropriate pit mine site is not an easy task but as shown by 
Kansas Sand and Concrete, Inc. it is possible. I maybe able to attend a 
public hearing on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Dave & Ann Redmon 
2232 Cedar Acres Dr 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: chucko@webmail.benedictine.edu 
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2006 12:12 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: Proposed Dredging of Kansas River 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing regarding proposed Permit 200600407. I request that the 
permit applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel be denied. I canoe and fish 
on a regular basis on the Kansas River and believe that the proposed 
dredging will continue the degradation of what could be one of the great 
natural attractions of Kansas. The Kansas River is really the only 
canoeing river in the state --- the Missouri is too fast because of 
channelization --- and continued in-river sand dredging is ruining the 
resource and the experience. 

I believe that the answer to the continued need for sand is to take it 
from the flood plain next to the river. The dredging activities degrade 
habitat and reduce fish and bird diversity, destablize the banks and lead 
to damage of bridges, jetties and other manmade structures, and generally 
degrade the riverbed and the shoreline. 

Kansas has so little in the way of water-related natural resources 
certainly we don't need the sand so badly that we must continue to destroy 
those resources we have. 

Thank you for your attention. I would also attend a public hearing on 
this matter. 

Chuck Osborn 
17237 286th Rd. 
Atchison, KS 66002 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: pennyjohn@peoplepc.com 

Sent: Sunday, February 19, 2006 9:22 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit 200600407 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas River. Please deny the 
permit 200600407 which is applied for by Victory Sand and Gravel. As a longtime member of Friends of the Kaw, 
I oppose sand dredging that degrades our beautiful Kansas River and am especially disturbed that part of this 
particular permit lies within a "no dredge zone". I hope that you will help protect this most important natural 
resource of the Kansas River for recreation, enjoyment of the environmental beauty, habitat for wildlife and 
aquatic species, and the source of drinking water for many Kansans. Thank you for considering my request. 

Sincerely, 

Penny Seavertson 
10555 Kill Creek Road 
De Soto, Kansas 66018 

2/21/2006 




Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: MARY HELEN KORBELIK [mhkor@kc.rr.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2006 5:34 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: Victory Sand and Gravel Dredging Permit 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

I am a member of the Friends of the Kaw and want to ask you not to 
approve the permit for Victory Band and Gravel to 
dredge in the Kaw or Kansas River. 

Clean fresh water is becoming a big issue all over the world. With 
droughts in Africa, many people have to walk 40 miles 
to get water as their sources have dried up. Spain and France are 
having another drought this year. Last year water was 
rationed in France. China has many polluted rivers due to their 
increased industrial development. 

We in the U.S. who are blessed with fresh clean water need to be 
vigilant in keeping it that way. After all, our dri~king water 
comes from the Kansas and Missouri Rivers. 

I am opposed to the degradation of the Kansas River and think that 
Victory Band and Gravel can find an approriate pit mine 
site. The river belongs to all of us .... fishermen, boaters, hikers 
along the banks, and those of us who drink the water. A commerial 
company should not degrade the river for the rest of us. 

Thank you for reading this, 

Mary Helen Korbelik 
mhkor@kc.rr.com 
913-362 6463 

1 

mailto:mhkor@kc.rr.com


Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: George & Marcia Weeks [gmweeks@mobi11.net] 

Sent: Sunday, February 19, 2006 11 :16 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: sand dredging on Kansas River 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am opposed to the continued sand dredging on the Kansas River. I request that permit 
200600407 be denied. Because the Kansas River is in an overall state of degradation, any 
further dredging will damage habitat and fish diversity, impair recreation, destabilize banks.and 
may concentate toxins downstream. Sand can be taken from the flood plain next to the river 
as shown by what Kansas Sand and Concrete Co. has done. I will attend an hearing on this 
matter if necessary. 

Sincerely, George Weeks 

2/21/2006 
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Josh Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Branch 
700 Federal Building 
601 East 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

September 16, 2003 

Dear Mr. Marx: 
The Regulatory Plan that was put in place in 1990 was meant to address concerns about 
the negative impact of instream sand mining. It states that the plan " .. .is a general policy 
document developed to aid the Corps of Engineers in administering future permit 
applications for commercial dredging operations ..." It states throughout this document 
that each permit application will undergo public review. This should never be changed. 

I am not an attorney, but I believe the Corp would have some major legal problem ifit 
were to grant blanket permits to every dredging operation that wanted a permit. Each 
permit would be granted, or not, on it own merits. 

In 1995 there was an outcry from hundreds of people living in communities along the 
Kansas River. Since the Kaw is one of only three publicly owned rivers in the state and 
the most widely used river for recreation as well as municipal water usage, it seems that 
there are other concerns overriding the wishes and desires of the aggregate "extractors" 
(as opposed to "producers.") Two of the Plan's three stated objectives are already 
weighted in favor of these extractors. (See page A-2 of the Plan.) 

Monitoring is crucial to carrying out the regulation of sand dredging. By granting ten 
year permits would you be negating the monitoring plan? The river,being a dynamic 
system, requires diligent monitoring. 

I am opposed to a ten year review and grant cycle for all dredgers. It seems to me the 
purpose of such a change is only to make the process easier for the Corps and making it 
easier is not in the best interest of the river. To review and grant all permits at the same 
time would actually put more of a burden on the Corps and could lead to a shoddy review 
process. 

I request a public hearing on this matter to bring to light, for interested parties, the real 
reasons for such a change and the opportunity to hear the pros and cons from of such a 
change. 

Eileen Larson 
2043 E. 1250 Road 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
785-843-3648 
egl52@earthlink.net 

mailto:egl52@earthlink.net
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Carol Hartegan [CHartegan@everestkc.net] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 2:42 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER". 

Mr Marx, 

I understand that US Corp of Engineers is considering renewal of permits, for another 10 years, that would allow 

six companies to continue operating 12 sand and gravel dredges on the Kansas River in Johnson and Douglas 

counties.. 


I urge you to deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. And, please 

hold a public hearing on this issue prior to making a decision. 


Sincerely, 

Carol Hartegan 

8930 Millstone Dr 

Lenexa KS 66220 

913-888-8930 

c::.bC'l.CTl:lIJC'ID@l:lY~rn§tJs.c::,nfil 

mailto:c::.bC'l.CTl:lIJC'ID@l:lY~rn�tJs.c::,nfil


Page 1 of 1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Dan and Linda Knupp [knupp@wamego.net] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 3:52 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Mr. Marx, 

I would like to urge the Army Corps of Engineers to consider NOT extending permits for dredging the Kansas 
River in Douglas and Johnson Counties. As I am sure you know that th ls dredging causes damage to 
bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to riverbank destabilization; 
degrades wildlife habitat; diminishes fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; impairs river 
based recreation; degrades water quality in the river; and degrades the riverbed and shoreline. 

At a reasonable time before making a decision on this it would be good for you to hold hearings allowing 
public input. 

Thank your for your consideration. 

Dan Knupp 
15560 Elm Slough Rd 
Wamego KS 6654 7 

9/8/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Laura Turnbull [lturnbull@ci.lenexa.ks.us] 

Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 10:08 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: dredging on the Kaw River 

Mr. Marx, 

In my capacity as Watershed Planner for the City of Lenexa, KS, I work on water quality issues, project review, 
public education and NPDES Phase II compliance. I am concerned about continued dredging on the Kaw River 
but admit that I need to learn more about the process and impacts. I feel this issue merits public meetings so that 
interested parties can make informed decisions about supporting or not supporting these types of operations. 

Thank you for your attention. 

lauta 9· tutnbull. nnn 
Watershed Planner 

City of Lenexa, Planning Dept. 

12350 W. 87th Street Parkway 

Lenexa, KS 66215 

ph. 913.477.7715 

fx. 913.477.7730 

DISCLAIMER: 

This e-mail, including any files transmitted with it, is the property of The City of Lenexa, 

Kansas. It is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom 

the email is addressed. If you are not a named recipient or otherwise have reason to believe 

that you have received this message in error, please notify the sender at (913)477-7500 and 

delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, 

forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. 


8/2112003 




Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: nOryq@juno.com 
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 5:59 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Kansas River Dredging 

I want dredging stopped in the river. 

I would like to ask for a public hearing on the 12 dredging permits pending for the Kansas 
River 

Jon Held 
Manhattan 
785-539-0216 
email also at jheld@ksu.edu 

The best thing to hit the internet in years - Juno SpeedBand! 

Surf the web up to FIVE TIMES FASTER! 

Only $14.95/ month visit www.juno.com to sign up today! 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: sarah woellhof [sarahw0024@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2003 2:40 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

Please consider holding one or more public hearings in 
regards to the upcoming river dredging contracts 
arranged by the Corp of Engineers. Others within the 
state of Kansas need to be able to voice their 
opinions too. Too much is being sacrificed at too low 
a cost in my opinion. Thank you, Sarah Woellhof, 1746 
Medford Av., Topeka, KS 66604 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
http://sitebuilder.yahoo.com 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Jill Krebs Oill@sunflower.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2003 7:33 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

Please, please, please hold new hearings on all dredging permit 
renewals ! ! ! ! 

Jill Krebs 
935 Avalon Rd. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

jill@sunflower.com 

785.832.0739 

mailto:jill@sunflower.com
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Carol Cumberland [ccumb@swbell.net] 

Sent: Monday, August 25, 2003 3:35 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

RE: Saving the Kansas River 

In view of the importance of our Rivers in Kansas I demand that the Corps hold new hearings on all dredging 
permit renewals. 

Yours truly, 
Carol Cumberland 
1106 Gretchen Lane 
Wichita KS 67206 
316-265-0467 day 
316-685-4867 eve 

8/26/2001 




Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: rodlin@cableone.net 
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2003 8:26 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 

To: joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil 

I request that the Corps hold new hearings on all dredging permit renewals. 

Thank you 

R. Sobieski 
Emporia, Ks 66801 

1 

mailto:joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil


Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Jim Mason [jmason15@cox.net] 

Sent: Friday, August 29, 2003 6:48 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Mr. Marx, 

I understand the Corps is considering reissuance of permits for instream dredging on the Kansas River. 

As a member of the board of the Kansas Natural Resource Council, I am particularly concerned with anything that 
would negatively impact the quality of our surtace waters. It has been well established that instream dredging 
operations for sand and gravel produce negative impacts in large and unavoidable quantities. 

Re-suspension of toxins previously sequestered in river mud, massive increases in turbidity, destabilization of the 
river bottom, navigational hazards for recreational boaters, the esthetic impact of having an industrial operation in 
a natural setting and the cascading effects of bank erosion and bottom profile recession upstream from the site 
are some of these deleterious effects. 

The same material that is sought from the river channel may be had from the area outside the channel via "sand 
pit" operations in the flood plain, which have none of the undesireable effects I mention above. I believe it is long 
overdue that we should ban all instream dredging and I encourage the Corps to consider this when it evaluates 
the reissuance of permits. I also believe this process should include public hearings. Thank you. 

Jim Mason 
1145 Jackson 
Wichita, KS 67203 
iITlS!.§.QJlj_!;j_@_c;Q;.:;,11~1 

~/?Q/?001 
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1645 Barker Ave 
Lawrence KS 66044 

August 25, 2003 

Joshua A Marx 
USACE KS City Reg. Office 
700 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City MO 641106-2896 

Dear :Mr. Marx: 

I am opposed to re-issuance of any permits to dredge for sand in the Kansas River without 
USACE conducting a public hearing. , 

The Kansas River is one of only three public access rivers in Kansas . It holds my dream 
ofgreat potential for development into a 170-mile linear park for the people ofKansas. 

Sand and gravel dredging has been very damaging to the chemical, physical and biological 
integrity ofthe Kansas River for more than halfa century. I am concerned that no environmental 
impact statement has ever been done that included any part ofthe river upstream ofBonner 
Springs. The information in those studies that have been done is out ofdate and incomplete. 

The views of the concerned public as well as regional, state and local experts need to be 
considered by the Corps. However, without meaningful public participation, dredging permitting 
by your agency will continued the destruction to the Kansas River for another I 0 years. 

Damaged bridges, degraded habitat, impaired recreation, riverbank destabilization, 
resuspension of concentrate chlordane & other persistent bioaccumulative toxins downstream are 
all consequences dredging exacerbates. 

The public needs the opportunity to express concerns about their river. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Carey Maynard-Moody 



Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Dirk or Naomi Durant [durant@ks-usa.net] 

Sent: Friday, August 29, 2003 7:53 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River dredging 

Mr. Josh Marx: 

River dredging is something that should be added to that list of things that "used to be done that 
way". Knowing what dredging does to the river and its ecosystem means we can no longer 
pretend that damage is not happening. Please do not issue any more permits for river 
dredging, or renew old ones. At the very least, hold public hearings before doing so. Thank you 

for your consideration. 


Yours truly, 


Dirk Durant 


111 S. 3rd St. 


Lindsborg, KS 67456 


9/2/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Ripleylake@aol.com 

Sent: Friday, August 29, 2003 5:50 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Sand and Gravel/Kaw River 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

As a resident of Shawnee, KS, and a great fan of the Kaw River, I urge that the Corps delay renewing the permits 
for dredging in the Kaw until the impact of such operations can be better studied and appreciated by all parties 
concerned. We believe that adequate sand and gravel is available in the existing flood plain along the Kaw to be 
profitable for extraction by the operators without having to dredge from the river, proper. The very low fees 
operators currently pay at least should be raised to compensate for the known damage that their dredging is 
causing to natural and man-made structures in, along, and over the River. We also believe that the permitting 
process must not go forward without public hearings on this matter so that the media and the public will be aware 
of the benefits and the costs of this pending decision. 

In the nearly nine years we have lived in Shawnee, we have come to love our River, and know many others who 
may not take the time to contact you, share our views. 

Thank you. 

Eugene R. Wilson 
14117 West 56th Court 
Shawnee, KS 66216 

(913) 268-6284 

cc: Congressman Dennis Moore 
Senator Sam Brownback 
Senator Pat Robertson 

91212003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: monika meuli [meuli@ikansas.com] 

Sent: Sunday, August 31, 2003 12:10 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

I would like to request a public hearing on the 12 pending dredging permits for the Kansas River. Stop 
the dredging and the damage it causes. 

9/2/2003 




Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Anne Millhollen [hplam_ 1998@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 7:25 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: dredging the Kansas River 

Dredging in the Kansas River has been very 

controversial in Kansas. I urge you not to 

automatically renew dredging permits for the river and 

instead hold public hearings on the issues involved. 


Thank you for your time. 

Anne Millhollen 

13 0 3 Steven Dr. 

Hays, KS 67601 


Do you ! ? 
Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
http://sitebuilder.yahoo.com 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Dewey Ziegler [dziegler@kumc.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 02, 2003 3:44 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: dredging of Kansas river 

Urge you hold new hearings on all dredging permit renewals. Public 
deserves input on this issue since dredging causes massive alteration on 
the river and its banks. Theere are environmental issues and economic 
ones 

1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Larry Rhodes [lrhodes@inlandnet.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 02, 2003 11 :46 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

This is a request to delay granting extensions of sand and gravel dredging permits; and to hold public hearings in 
the matter. Thank you. 

Larry Rhodes 
Topeka, KS 
ww__w.Jo.1.s:inc:Jnl'ltDEi:ti-::lcbqqE?§L 

9/3/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Nancy [nancy@woodwardcpa.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 7:51 AM 

To: 'joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil' 

Subject: Re: Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River 

Please hold a public hearing on the extension of permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River prior 
to renewing any extensions. 

Thank you, Nancy Morris 

91312003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: BethLBarnett@aol.com 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 8:24 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: "RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER". 

Please deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. The corps should 
hold a public hearing on this' issue prior to making a decision. 

Thank you. 

Beth Barnett 
6246 Mission Rd 
Shawnee Mission KS 66205 

9/3/2003 




Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Craig Volland [hartwood2@mindspring.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 9:56 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER" 

Dredging for sand in the Kansas River is highly damaging to the river 
ecosystem and structure. It's not necessary because aggregate 
companies could easily mine nearby dry lands for sand deposited in 
years past. 

Please deny any new permits or renewals for this dredging. Please 
convene a public hearing before you make a decision. Thanks. 

Craig Volland 
609 N. 72nd St 
kansas city, Ks. 66112 

1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Doug and Ruth Ann Guess [draguess@networksplus.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 11 :18 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas river 

Sept. 3, 2003 

Joshua A Marx 
U.S. Corps of Engineers 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

Please deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas river, at least until there 
has been a public hearing on this matter. The Kansas river belongs to all of us, and it must be protected from the 
continuation of such a severe form of environmental damage. 

Thank you, 

Doug and Ruth Ann Guess 
Lawrence, KS 

9/3/2003 




Page 1 of 1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Cox SMTP central [jweinman1@cox.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 1 :49 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Commerical Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing to ask that you please deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas 
River. Gravel dredging has many negative impacts including damage to bridges, pipelines, dams and other 
manmade structures due to riverbank destabilization. It also degrades wildlife habitat, the quality of the water, 
riverbed and shoreline. 

I ask that you hold a public hearing on this issue prior to making the decision. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Weinman 

Q/1/')()()1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: gwen [pengwen@kc.rr.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 2:03 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Re; COMMERCIAL SAND & GRAVEL DREDGING ON KANSAS RIVER 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I'm contacting you to ask that you please deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the 
Kansas River. 

Also, please hold a public hearing on this issue prior to making a decision, in order to hear from a variety of points 
of view. 


Have a super day and thank you for your consideration. 


Gwen Aronson 


_ ("l/'l /')fl(\'l 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Micheline Burger [mburger@sbcglobal.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 12:43 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River dredging 

RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

As concerned Kansas residents, we are requesting that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deny the extension of 

any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. We also request that the Corps to hold a public 

hearing on this issue prior to making a decision. 

We are concerned that dredging will cause the following: 


• 	 Damage to bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to riverbank 
destabilization. 

• 	 Degradation of wildlife habitat; 
• 	 Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; 
• 	 Impairment to river based recreation; 
• 	 Degradation of water quality in the River; 
• 	 Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline. 

Please deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Phil and Micheline Burger 
26622 W. Greentree Ct. 
Olathe, KS 66061 

O/'l/')()()'l 

mailto:mburger@sbcglobal.net


Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Lance W. Burr, Atty [lancewburr@sunflower.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 2:40 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

I am opposed to dredging on the Kansas River and request a public hearing 
before any permits are approved or re approved. Dredging activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures; 

Degrade habitat, reduce fish species diversity and fish populations; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 

Degrade the riverbed, the shoreline and groundwater; 

May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane downstream; and 

Destruction and removal of sand beaches used for recreational purposes. 

The Corps has no data from reaches upstream of Bonner Springs to support a 
cost/benefit decision in favor of in-river dredging. 

For these reasons and many others, dredging is causing the chemical, 
physical and biological degradation of the Kansas River and it should be 
stopped now. Please write me back to let me know what you think. 

Sincerely, 

Lance W. Burr 

1 



· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: ldaggett@cox.net 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 2:50 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 


Please deny any new applications for sand and gravel dredging in the Kansas River. These 
activities have the following negative impacts on the Kansas River: 

· Damage to bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to 
riverbank destabilization. 

Degradation of wildlife habitat; 
Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; 
Impairment to river based recreation; 
Degradation of water quality in the River; 
Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline. 

I also ask that you hold public hearings on this matter prior to rendering any decision. 

Thank You, 

Larry Daggett 
905 Saint James 
Wichita, KS 67206 

1 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: April Hudson [ahudson@aceks.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 3:24 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River 


Dear Mr. Marx: 

I would like to ask you to please deny the extension of any permits for sand 
and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. I understand you are considering 
renewing the permits for another ten years, allowing six companies to 
continue operating on the Kansas River in Johnson and Douglas Counties. 
Prior to any decision you make, I would ask that a public hearing be held to 
fully explore the negative impact of in-stream sand and gravel dredging. 

Sincerely, 

April D. Hudson 

608 N. 8th Street 

Humboldt, KS 66748 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Fairchild, Kathryn [kathryn.fairchild@pearson.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 3:28 PM 

To: 'joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil' 

Subject: Re: Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing to urge to deny renewal for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. 

I am convinced that dredging is not healthy for our rivet, which is in serious trouble as it is. Dredging 
contributes to riverbank instability and can cause damage to bridges, dams and other nver structnres. It is 
also very harmful to wildlife and fish and adds more pollution to the already poor water quality - water that 
is used for drinking water and for recreation. And there a.te other sources of sand and gravel available 
besides the river. 

I recognize that dredging is not the only cause of degradation of the rivet, but it is an i1nportant contributor. 
The Kaw could be such a beautiful resource for all of us. 

I also recognize that this is an issue about which reasonable citizens can disagree. Therefore, before taking 
any action, 1 think a public hearing is in order. I think it's high time to stop putting the commercial greed of 
a few ahead of the public good. 

Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully, 
Kathryn Fairchild 

Kathryn Ff1irchild 
DCS Call Center Supervisor 
Ombuds.tnan Research Specialist 
Pearson Government Solutions 
lu1thryn.fairchild@pearson.com 

**************************************************************************** 

This email may contain confidential 

material. If you were not an intended recipient, 

Please notify the sender and delete all copies. 
We may monitor email to and from our network. 

*************************************************************************** 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Shawn Tolivar [stolivar@kumc.edu] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 2:55 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: "COMMERCIAL SAND & GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER" 


Dear Mr. Marx: 

I am opposed to dredging on the Kansas River and request a public 
hearing before any permits are approved or re-approved. Dredging 
activities: 

Damage bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures; 

Degrade habitat, reduce fish species diversity and fish 
populations; 

Impair recreation, navigation and water quality; 

Degrade the riverbed, the shoreline and groundwater; and 

May re-suspend and concentrate chlordane downstream. 

The Corps has no data from reaches upstream of Bonner Springs to 
support a cost/benefit decision in favor of in-river dredging. 

For these reasons and many others, dredging is causing the chemical, 
physical and biological degradation of the Kansas River and it should be 
stopped now. Please write me back to let me know what you think. 

Sincerely, 

Shawn Tolivar 
Avid kayaker on the Kansas River 

Shawn Tolivar 
The University of Kansas Medical Center 
Web Systems Admin 
Internet Development Unit 
913 588 7134 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Stephen Garlow [Sgarlow@rilinglaw.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 6:24 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Stop the Kaw River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

As a resident of Kansas for 25 years, as a frequent user of the Kansas River and its 
riparian areas, as an adult leader in Boy Scouts, as a father of three, as an attorney, as 
a taxpayer, as a registered Republican, as an environmental advocate, as a businessman, as 
a homeowner, and as a concerned citizen, I request that the Army Corps of Engineers 
schedule and conduct Public Hearings before making a decision about denial, renewal or 
extension of dredging permits on the Kaw River. The limited study and research on the 
impact of sand dredging and mining has identified several detrimental impacts on the river 
morphology, fisheries and aquatic life. I have been on the river and witnesses the damage 
caused to destabilized river banks by the dredging operations; in addition, the dredging 
has a detrimental impact on recreational users of the river and riparian wildlife. I 
believe the sand dredgers are wrongly profiting on a public resource, and reasonable 
economic alternatives exist (off river mine pits) . Public Hearings should be conducted on 
this important issue. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. Stephen Garlow 

L. Stephen Garlow 

Riling, Burkhead & Nitcher, Chtd 

808 Massachusetts St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

785-841-4700 ext. 226 

785-843-0161 (fax) 

sgarlow@rilinglaw.com 


Confidentiality Notice: This transmittal and accompanying documents are privileged and 
confidential, intended only for use by addressee named above and no one else. If you 
received this transmittal in error, please immediately telephone sender and delete this 
message. 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: bgriff [bgriff@lvnworth.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 5:22 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River 

I would like the Corps to hold hearings on the issuing of permits to dredge sand from the Kansas River. Thank you. 

Bill Griffith 
Atchison 

O/!l!')()()~ 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Kelly Armstrong [liebhaberin@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2003 11 :29 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

Please deny the extension of any permits for sand and 
gravel dredging on the Kansas River. Please hold a 
public hearing on this issue prior to making a 
decision. 

Sincerely, 
Kelly Armstrong 

Do you ! ? 

Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
http://sitebuilder.yahoo.com 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: John Taylor LJohn@thtax.com] 

Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2003 8:54 AM 

To: JOSUHA A MARX 

Subject: Kansas River Comm! Sand Dredging Permits 

I ask you to not extend permits for sand dredging on the Kansas River. 

As a recreational user of the Kansas River, and a resident of Kansas, I can tell you that this dredging has a negative impact 
on the Kansas River. It destabilizes the riverbank, and degrades the water quality and the shoreline. It is a major 
impairment to recreational use of the river. 

Sand is not a scarce commodity. It is not in the public interest to degrade the Kansas River to obtain sand which is readily 
available elsewhere. 

Please consider holding a public hearing on this prior to making a decision. 

John Taylor 
517 E Park 
Olathe, KS 66061 

Q/4/7001 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Trix Niernberger [tniernberger@cox.net] 

Sent: Sunday, September 07, 2003 10:47 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Importance: High 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601E.12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

Please deny the extension of all permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River. I'm requesting you 
hold a public hearing on this issue prior to making a decision. 

Dredging causes damage to wildlife habitat and diminishes the fish diversity of the river. It also hurts river 
recreation and the water quality of the river. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Trix Niernberger 
436 N Pershing 
Wichita, KS 67208 
tniernbergrr@cox.net 

f"\ 10 /'1f"\f"l".I 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Suleiman, Gibran CIVDES[gibran.suleiman@riley.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 8:31 AM 
To: 'joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil' 
Subject: In stream sand dredging 

Mr. Marx, 
I would like to voice my opinion on the issue of in stream sand dredging. I 
feel that the pros and cons of the issue need to be visited further upon 
before any dredging permits are renewed. I would request that the COE 
invite the public to an open hearing to discuss this issue and that the COE 
sincerely takes in to consideration what is best for the Kansas River and 
the wildlife that it supports and also what's best for the citizens of 
Kansas. Thank you for your time. 

Best Regards, 

Gibran Suleiman, Manhattan 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Robert Wilshire [rjwilshire@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 6:58 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: "RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Mr Marx, 

I oppose extending any sand and gravel dredging permits for the Kansas River in Johnson and 

Wyandotte Counties for several reasons. In-stream sand and gravel dredging has the following negative 

impacts on the Kansas River: 


* 	 Damage to bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to riverbank 
destabilization. 

* 	 Degradation of wildlife habitat; 
* 	 Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; 
* 	 Impairment to river based recreation; 
* 	 Degradation of water quality in the River; 
* 	 Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline. 

Also, I think there should be public hearings on this issue. Thanks you for interest in this matter. 

Robert Wilshire 
5444 Cedar St 
Roeland Park, KS 66205-2219 
913/384-6645 (H) 
913/573-2846 (W) 

Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
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· Mane, Joshua A NWK 

From: Alan Poisner [apoisner@kumc.edu] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 10:54 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A; seawolf@kssierra.org 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER". 


Mr. Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 


Dear Mr. Marx: 

I am adding my name to those who want to deny permits for 

further dredging on the Kansas River in Johnson and neighboring 

counties. Also, if any decision is to be made, it should be after public 

hearings so that the communities can be heard. 


Thank you for your consideration. 

Alan Poisner, M.D. 

5211 W. 12lst St. 

Overland Park, KS 66209 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: LynneBodle@aol.com 

Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2003 7:02 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

This letter is to implore you not ot issue further dredging permits for the Kansas River. Much damage has already 
been done to the river, its inhabitants, its environs, and the manmade structures (bridges, water intakes, etc.) 
dependant on the riverbed and water flow. 

I understand that there is need for sand for industrial purposes, but the flood plain surrounding the river has sand 
that can easily be obtained. 

Please schedule apublic hearing regarding the 12 dredging permits pending. We, the public, deserve a chance 
to be heard on this important issue for OUR river! 

Thank you. 

Lynne Bodle 

9/R/200:! 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Nancy Stump [Nancy@pacealliance.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 2:06 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Regarding Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging on the Kansas River ... 


It would be overall a good thing if the dredgers stayed the out of the 

river. There are numerous negative impacts to native fisheries and it 

impedes what little recreational canoeing there is. There's probably 

bigger issues related to the river, besides the degradation of the 

shoreline and water quality associated with dredging, but this is a 

major contributing factor to the detrimental condition of the river. 


Since my family resides in Douglas County, this is a major issue for us. 

Lawrence was voted one of the "healthiest" towns in the nation, one of 

the few negatives being the bad condition of the Kansas River .. 


We also ask the Corps to hold a public hearing on this issue prior to 

making a decision. 


Thank you, 

Paul and Nancy Stump 

259 N. 1250 Road 

Berryton, KS 66409 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Mary Ann Beattie [docmab74@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2003 12:05 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River dredging 

Re: Commercial Sand and Gravel dredging on the Kansas River 

Please deny a permit for dredging on the Kansas River. Dredging will damage manmade structure such 
as bridges due to riverbank destabilization, impair river recreation, degrade water quality and the 
riverbed and shoreling, degrade wildlife habitat and diminish fish populations due to siltation. Mary 
Ann Beattie 

Do you Yahoo!? 

Y~@90LSit~I.il1ikl~:r: - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Micah Niermann [nikkilou@earthlink.net] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 5:16 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: taxes 


Please stop issuing permits for dredging. As an outdoorsman and taxpayer, 
can't see why I have to end up paying for someone to ruin my river. Thanks 
for your time, Micah Niermann 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: noracecelia@earthlink.net 

Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 10:05 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Dear sir: 

This message is to ask you to deny the extension of any permits for sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas 
River. Please consider holding a public hearing on this issue prior to making a decision. As our Kansas chapter 
of the Sierra Club points out, 

" In-stream sand and gravel dredging has the following negative impacts on the Kansas River: 
• 	 Damage to bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade structures due to riverbank 

destabilization. 
• 	 Degradation of wildlife habitat; 
• 	 Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; 
• 	 Impairment to river based recreation; 
• 	 Degradation of water quality in the River; 
• 	 Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline." 

I urge you to be thoughtful, considerate and fair on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Nora Murphy 
705 Mississippi Street 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044 

9/8/2003 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Nancy Smith [nsmith@motherearthnews.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2003 4:26 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging opposition 


Please do not allow the continued dredging of the river bottom;the negative 
consequences we now understand are too great. Thank you for your thoughtful 
decision. --Nancy Smith, 24874 Linwood Road, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. 

mailto:nsmith@motherearthnews.com
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: redmon [redmon@networksplus.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 7:36 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: kaw river dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx-­

I am a active paddler of the Kansas River and opposed to further dredging there. It's time to face the fact 
that dredging has enormous damaging effects downstream for us taxpayers. The alternative is riverside mining of 
sand. Please do not approve further dredging permits in the Kansas River. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Redmon 
2232 Cedar Acres Drive 
Manhattan, KS 66502 

R/?O/?{)fn 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Keith Ratzloff [klr@k-state.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 9:20 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

I am writing to express my concern regarding the dredging of the Kansas 
River. Already listed as one of the dirtiest rivers in the nation, the 
dredging just adds to this problem. I have been to many pristine 
rivers, in particular in Missouri, where dredging is not allowed and it 
is embarrassing to our state to have such dirty water when comparing. 
Why is our state the only one that is not concerned with one of our most 
precious resources. 

Please do not allow any additional permits or renew any of the permits. 
Thank you for your consideration. Keith 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Shari Hilliard [shilliard@kc.rr.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 10:58 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

I can't believe the Corps of Engineers is considering renewing dredging 
permits on the Kansas River. Does the Corps think so little of our 
natural resources, or just so little of Kansas? How can you let these 
companies degrade a natural resource that belongs to EVERYONE so they 
can save a few dollars by dredging in the river instead of beside it!! 
From what I'm told, its costing EVERYONE. I can't see how the small 
amount of money these companies pay offsets the damage that dredging 
does to bridges, not to mention degrading a natural resource and 
impeding public access. 

I live in Bonner Springs and drive over that river bridge every day. 
How is anyone else suppose to use the river, when the dredger is right 
in the middle of the river at low water levels! You would think they 
owned the river. We get our water from that river and we've been having 
water trouble lately. Could it have something to do with dredging? I 
wouldn't be surprised. 

I URGE you not to renew the dredging permits on September 7th. For once 
I'd like to see the government DO THE RIGHT THING, instead of the easy 
thing. 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Bob Cole [bobcole@ecodevo.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 2:49 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: dredging permits 

I have to admit I'm surprised that there is an in-river dredging permit system still in place on the Kansas River. I 
was under the impression that all such sand and gravel extraction was now taking place out of the stream bed on 
adjacent lands. 

We're very interested in helping increase recreational awareness and uses of the Kansas River - one of only two 
"navigable" and therefore publicly accessible waterways in Kansas. One of our communities, St George, with help 
from others, just built the first new canoe/boat landing on the Kansas River in 30 years. We're trying to help them 
promote its use, and add more landings downstream. 

I note on your map that the proposed permits are between just upstream from Topeka to Kansas City. On the face 
of it - in stream dredging seems a heavy industrial use totally incompatible with recreational uses of the river. 
While these permitted areas are not in our immediate area - they certainly do seem to affect the recreational 
potential of the down river areas. 

Unless there is a very compelling reason to do otherwise - isn't it possible to find a better way to balance the 
needs of heavy industry and recreational uses of this river?? I note that in our immediate area - our sand and 
gravel operations are on adjacent lands, not in the stream bed. The result is that our stretch of the river is 
available for a variety of recreational uses, limited only by access, which we are trying to improve. Simultaneously 
- we have a robust sand and gravel industry on adjacent lands. 

Would sure like to see you give heavy consideration to "Multiple Use" as a driving concept for your decision 
making process. Making possible present and future potential recreational uses, rather than locking up a long 
stretch of the river solely for heavy industry for a 10 year period, would be a boon to the outdoor recreation and 
tourism potential of the Kansas River Corridor. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Robert L. Cole 
Director 
Pottawatomie County Economic Development Corporation 
PO Box 288 
1004 Lincoln 
Wamego, KS 66547 
785.456.9776 

0 /Q /')(\(\".). 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: KatFRior@aol.com 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 2:41 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Dredging in Kansas river 


Please stop dredging in the river! The effects are toxic to living organisms and the balance of the eco-system. 


9/8/2003 
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PLEASE REFER TO THE ITEMS CHECKED BELOW 

The enclosed is for your infonnation and files. 

__ Please telephone our office for an appointment. 

__ 	There will be a hearing/appearance in your case at -=-~_.m., on ___~---------

Please find enclosed a reaffirmation agreement prepared by your creditor. If you wish to reaffirm the debt, 
- please sign it and mail it back to me. If you don't, then m:dl it baok and indicate you do not want to reaffirm. 

Do not reaffirm ifthe debt is unsecured or the value of the secured item is less than the debt. 

__ Please find enclosed the original of the Journal Entry/Order which I have prepared in ac;cordance with the 
directions of the Judge. Please sign and return to me. If you have an objection to the Journal Entry/Order
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please serve it on me within ten (10) days pursuant to Rule 170. At the expiration of the ti:rne for serving 
objections, I will submit said Journal Entry/Order, together with any objections to the Judge for approval. 

__ 	You must be present on the __ day of for the First Meeting of Creditors­
341 Hearing-in room B-56 of the U.S. Courthouse (401 N. Market) at : .m. The U.S. Courthouse 
is on the northwest comer of Market and Third Street. If you do not appear:Your bankruptcy may be 
dismissed. Bring your car titles and all other documents requested. by the Trustee, INCLUDING DRIVER'S 
LICENSE AND PROOF OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

__ 	Please stamp filed and retiun. 

ICE~mP.A. 
BY: 

William Cather, Attomey (SC# 07070) 



Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 E lih St. 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 


September 2, 2003 

Mr. Marx, 

It is my understanding that the Army Corps ofEngineers is considering the renewal of 
twelve permits for sand and gravel dredging operations on the Kansas River in Douglas 
and Johnson counties in Kansas. 

Due to the negative impact that these operations have on the ecosystem of the Kansas 
River I would like to request that the Corps deny the renewal of these permits. It is my 
beliefthat there are an adequate number of non-riverbed quarries to supply our society's 
need for sand and gravel. 

My hometown, Edwardsville, and our upstream neighbor, Bonner Springs, are working to 
increase tourism by promoting recreation on the Kansas River. Dredging operations 
detract from the beauty of the river and could potentially threaten the safety of canoeists 
and rafters. 

You now have the opportunity to save and protect the "Kaw" from further environmental 
damage. Thank you for your consideration of these issues. 

Sincerely, 

~£~~~ 
10613 Riverview 
Edwardsville, KS 66111 
913-422-7500 



~ Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: White, Sharon L NWK 
Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 6:58 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 
Subject: FW: Public Notice on Kansas River Commercial Dredging Extended 10 day s to 17 Sep 2003 

Sharon White 
Regulatory Assistant 
CENWK-OD-R 
816-983-3660 
e-mail: sharon.l.white@nwk02.usace.army.mil <mailto:sharon.l.white@nwk02.usace.army.mil> 
website: www.nwk.usace.army.mil/regulatory/regulatory.htm 
<http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/regulatory/regulatory.htm> 

----Original Message--­
From: SCOUTHAYS@aol.com [mailto:SCOUTHAYS@aol.com] 

Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 7:22 AM 

To: White, Sharon L 

Subject: Re: Public Notice on Kansas River Commercial Dredging Extended 

10 day s to 17 Sep 2003 


I am opposed to the dredging in the Kansas River for several reasons: 
(1) we don't know for sure how devastasting dredging is to our rivers 
(2) the Kansas River is listed as a polluted river and should be be degraded 

any further. In fact, because of the Clean Water Act, just the opposite 

should be happening where steps should be taken to restore it 

(3) there are other ways to get gravel without dredging our rivers 
(4) the river is not a private enterprise. It is a public resource that 

should be preserved for "all people", not just to serve the economic interests of 

a few. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Debby Hays 

1600 NE Duncan Road 

Blue Springs, MO 64014 

scouthays@aol.com 
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· Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Jennifer Weishaar [zingzangjmw@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, September 07, 2003 5: 16 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

September 7, 2003 

Mr. Marx: 

I am writing considering the possibility of a renewal of permits for six 
companies to continue operation of twelve sand and gravel dredges on the 
Kansas River in Johnson and Douglas counties. I am writing to ask you to 
deny these extensions and request a public hearing prior to any decision on 
such permits. 

These dredges, which utilize hydraulic pumps mounted on barges to convey the 
sand and gravel slurry to shore based facilities, have several negative 
impacts on the river, including: 

· Damage to bridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirs and other manmade 
structures due to riverbank 

destabilization. 
Degradation of wildlife habitat; 
Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to siltation; 
Impairment to river based recreation; 
Degradation of water quality in the River; 
Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline. 

These dredges result in serious problems for our rivers and our need for a 
heatlhy and clean water supply. I strongly urge you to consider these 
dredges as problematic and reject the request for renewal of permits. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Weishaar 
1012 Emery Rd. Apt. D5 
Lawrence, KS 66044-2560 
zingzangjmw@hotmail.com 

Get lOMB of e-mail storage! Sign up for Hotmail Extra Storage. 
http://join.rnsn.com/?PAGE=features/es 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: janthepayne@aol.com 

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2003 9:51 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Commercial Gravel and Sand Dredging 

Mr. Marx: 

I am alarmed by the possibility of the Army Corps of Engineers renewing the permits allowing the Kansas 
River in Johnson & Douglas Counties to continue to operate twelve sand and gravel dredges for another ten 
years. 

Negative effects that will continue to be incurred are as follows: 

Degradation of the riverbed and shoreline. 

Impairment to river based recreation. 

Diminution of fish diversity and fish populations due to the siltation. 

Degradation of wildlife habitat. 

Damages to pipelines, bridges, weirs, dams and other manmade structures due to riverbank 


destabilization 
Degradation of water quality in the river. 

My family goes back four generations in the area, to a time when the river was unspoiled. Please let it 
return to it's natural state. 

Regards, 

Ms. Jan Payne 
1100 E. 3rd St. N. 
Wichita, KS 67214.3917 

316.641.1000 

91412003 
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0 Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: ParkinsonG@aol.com 
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2003 2:25 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Dredging Permits 

Please do not renew dredging permits on the Kansas River, particularly 
in Douglas and Johnson counties. 

The dredging has significant impact on fish and wildlife, recreational 
use of the river, and water quality. It is time to stop abusing our public 
waterways! 

Gerry Parkinson, Lawrence, Kansas. 

1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Beringer, Theodore M. [BeringerT@umkc.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 4:09 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Kansas River Sand Dredging 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th St 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER. 

Recently I was able to observe the Missouri River after the order to reduce water flow had 
its effect. I saw sandbars along the banks that seemed like inviting beaches. It seemed 
apparent just from common sense that these sandbars would provide protection against 
erosion of those banks. Although I am unfamiliar with any specific scientific studies of 
the effects of dredging rivers like the Kansas River upon bank erosion and wildlife that 
depend upon the river's habitat, I would like to see some reasonable .limits imposed upon 
sand and gravel dredging. Dredgers shouldn't simply have a blank check to mine sand from 
the River. Some limitation should be imposed to ascertain what different levels of 
dredging the Kansas River can accommodate without harming the wildlife habitat it 
supports. I don't buy the argument that the additional small expense of obtaining sand 
away from the river justifies doing harm to the river to avoid that expense. This part of 
the country does not have much dramatic landscape like seashore and mountains but I have 
learned to appreciate the natural appearance of many other rivers like the upper Missouri 
and upper Yellostone rivers which I have visited this summer. The Kansas River might 
benefit from reduced dredging. Perhaps the Army Corps of Engineers could impose 
restrictions on dredging it until more information on its impact can be obtained. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Beringer 
15313 W. BOth Terrace 
Lenexa, Kansas 66219 
beringert@umkc.edu 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Bernadette Kuhn [smackiswear@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 11 :40 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: kansas river dredging 

Mr. Marx- I am very concerned about the dredging issues involving the Kaw river. I am a Lawrence resident and 
enjoy canoing down the river, taking walks beside it, and enjoying the wildlife it offers. The concerns of disturbing 
the spawning grounds and disrupting the wildlife are legitimate and pressing. Please help stop the river dredging 
and keep Lawrence beautiful. 
thanks, 
Bernadette Kuhn 

O/Q/'){)ff'.l 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: John R. Hooge Uhooge@sunflower.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 9:56 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Mr. Marx: 

Please record my opposition to continued licensing of dredging in the Kansas River. It is 
readily apparent that such dredging causes both environmental degradation and economic 
problems to landowners, city and other governmen5ts. If the real economic losses, present 
and future, from damage to the environment were actually tabulated, it would be even more 
clear. It is time we stop allowing the Kaw River to be abused even though such has been 
business as usual for so long. 

John R. Hoage 
4100 W. 12th ST. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

O/Q f')(l/Yl 



Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: honanz@webtv.net 
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2003 12:37 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: Commercial Dredging 

We urge you to at least reduce the commercial dredging on the Kaw 
River. Thank you. Howard and Nancy Ziegenhorn 

1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: matthew.m.reece@jpmorgan.com 

Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 11 :50 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Cc: Generaux.Jack@epamail.epa.gov; burroughs@house.state.ks.us; cydney.r.reece@jpmorgan.com 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

hi josh! 

i just received a note from Thomas J Hittle urging me to contact you to let you know how i feel about sand and 
gravel dredging in the Kansas River. 

i'd be only too happy to share just a couple of my own opinions and experiences: 

i've only been paddling the Kaw for the last year or so but i've come to know a couple of sections of the river well 
and i believe the river to be an under-appreciated recreational and natural resource. my fondest wish would be to 
see the banks of the Kansas River converted into a 170 mile long multi-use recreational corridor. something with 
biking/hiking trails and well-established trailheads/river access points. 

Kansas is a state that few think of in terms of overflowing with natural beauty. but the Kaw winds thru some truly 
beautiful Kansas countryside. it connects the state's major cultural and population centers (except Wichita - sorry 
guys) and is within -man, i wish i could find this statistic- something like a one-hour drive of 90 percent of the 
state's population. (don't quote that, sorry, but it's something very much along those lines) 

i believe a recreational corridor built around the river is something we could really be proud of. something that 
could attract others to come and visit. but the effects of the dredging operations on the Kaw are undermining ­
quite literally- the Kaw's recreational potential. 

the effects of dredging are destructive and unsightly in so many ways. 
- the dredging machinery itself is dangerous and nasty-looking to paddlers sharing the water. i've only paddled by 
dormant operations myself but between the pipes and conveyors near shore and the barges and their securing 
cables in the water they presented plenty of eyesore and potential danger. 
- the lowering of the river level (which naturally follows the lowering of the riverbottom level) is causing the river to 

cut steep, deep banks and erode the adjacent farmland. 

- tributaries of the Kaw consequently also have to cut deeper and more erosion-prone banks to get to the Kaw. 
- the adjacent landowners are taking a number of ugly and environmentally unsound measures to keep their land 

from ending up in the Gulf of Mexico: 
- their efforts consist of the use of retired schoolbuses, piles of broken concrete, and hideous iron structures 
reminiscent of Normandy Invasion beach obstacles -among other equally inventive and ugly options- to prevent 
the river from eating their land. 

i'm only scratching the surface of the impact of dredging - these are just the points that stick out in my own mind. i 
don't want to take any more of your time, i presume you'll have a few more notes like this one before the day is 
out. hopefully their points will flesh out some other aspects of the operations. 

the Kaw is one of only 3 public, floatable rivers in Kansas. it can only improve if people use it and begin to care 
about its upkeep. once they begin to care -in large-enough numbers- a recreational makeover becomes a more 
viable possibility. 

please: raise the permit fee or per-ton cost to encourage dredgers to look elsewhere for their sand. 

R/?(l/?(lfn 
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.. 
offer incentives to encourage the mining operations to move off-river. 
or do whatever is in your power to prevent the Kaw's further mistreatment at the hands of current and future 

dredging operations. 

thank you very much for your time and attention! 

Matthew Reece 
matthew.m.reece@jpmorgan.com 
816 340-3276 

8/20/2003 


mailto:matthew.m.reece@jpmorgan.com
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: DBCanoe@aol.com 

Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2003 10:40 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

As a life long resident of Kansas and who lives only a few blocks from the Kansas River I feel that we need to 
discontinue the practice of dredging sand from the river from an economic, health and environmental view point. 
There are alternatives that have less of an impact on the river and it's habitat. l feel it only makes common sense 
to get the Kansas River cleaned up as most of the cities along it use it for drinking water and it has valuable 
potential for recreational use if it were clean and free of obstructions. It is also important to protect the river habitat 
for wildlife! 

Diana Busey 
Topeka, KS 



Pagel of l 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Nancy Lewis [nlewis517@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2003 9:11 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Dredging Permit Renewal Requests 

The Kaw River Drainage District has received a public notice regarding renewal of dredging permits on 

the Kansas River. 

Kaw River Drainage District is on the North side of the Kansas River roughly from river miles 87-97. 

We are in favor of renewing these permits. We receive a substancial portion of our operating expenses 

from sand royalties derived from river dredging. 

We do not believe that dredging has caused any major river bank erosion within our district. 

We would like to see the permits for the existing sand dredging renewed. 


Sincerely 

Andrew Lewis 

President 

Kaw River Drainage District 


Do you Yahoo!? 

X!!bQ_QJ__ Sitt::li!Jild~ - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Michael J. Hunter [mikeh@huntermidwestinc.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2003 4:41 PM 

To: joshua.a.marx@usace.army.mil 

Cc: Davemurphy@direcway.com 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Mr. Marx, 

I am writing this letter to you because I believe you have the opportunity to do something great. 

We need to stop river dredging on the Kaw River immediately. My understanding is that many permits are up for renewal and you have the power to 
say, "no." If in fact these permits are for 10 years, if issued, then your denial is more important than ever. 

I have had the privilege of camping, hiking, trail riding, fishing, boating and enjoying the beauty of this great state for over 50 years. The Flint Hills, 
Gyp Hills, High Plains, Kaw River, Arkansas River, and too many lakes, streams, and land to mention have give me solace, enjoyment and peace. 

I want to pass this on to my grandchildren - and yours. 

As a business owner, I understand the importance of added cost to do business. Even a small increase can be traumatic. However, the cost to the 
general public of the continued dredging of the Kaw will far exceed the cost to individual dredging operators. 

Please take the right stand, maybe the more difficult stand, but none the less, the right stand and deny those permits. 

Thank you for the time and courtesy of reading my letter. 
Mike Hunter 

Michael J. Hunter 
Hunter Midwest, Inc. 
Registered Investment Advisor 
8500 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Ste. L4 
Merriam, KS 66202 
913-831-7880 
913-831-7883 (fax) 
800-279-1015 (toll-free) 

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. a registered broker/dealer. Member NASD/SIPC. Cambridge Investment Research, 
Inc. and Hunter Midwest, Inc. are not affiliated. 

8/20/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Robert Lindholm [rmlphoto@classicnet.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 09, 2003 6:13 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Cc: jay@knrc.ws 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Bob Lindholm 

505 So. Cherry St. 


Lindsborg, Kansas 67 456 


September 8, 2003 

Josh Marx 
Hearing Officer 

Kansas River Dredging 


Dear Mr. Marx: 


Gravel mining operations in the Kansas River can have very serious harmful effects on the river. Please 

put dredging operations on hold until new hearing can be held on the operations. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, Bob Lindholm 


9/10/2003 




Mavx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Blue Heron [blueheron@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 11 :31 AM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: RE: COMMERCIAL SAND AND GRAVEL DREDGING ON THE KANSAS RIVER 

Dear Mr. Marx 
I am writing to ask that you not extend dredging permits for sand and gravel 
on the Kansas River for another 10 years. This would make a highly-stressed 
river environment even more so. sincerely, Paul Hotvedt 

1 
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· Mart, Joshua A NWK 

From: Greg Bryant [gregandsusan@rainbowtel.net] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2003 6:56 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: NO to Kaw dredging permits 

Joshua A. Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I urge you to deny renewal of the dredging permits on the Kaw which you're 
considering. Every effort from now on has got to be toward mitigation of 
the damage already inflicted on that river. I've seen some of the sites in 
question and I agree with those who say the damage in excessive and 
unnecessary. 

Time stop this exploitation and let the industries that have been profiting 
from it begin paying their own way. 

Thank you, 
Greg Bryant 
2054 Raven Road 
Robinson, KS 66532 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: joe rankin [rankinjoe@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 08, 2003 12:02 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: kansas river dredging 

Mr. Marx-
I am writing to express my concerns about the kaw river dredging. I hope you can help protect our 

river from wildlife disturbances and poor environmental practices. I am a student at KU and often enjoy 
the kaw as a place of respite. Please listen to the sensible alternatives to this problem, such as allowing 
sand to be harvested on the flood plain. The last thing the Kaw needs is further pollution. Please help! 
sincerly, 
Joe Rankin 

Compare Cable, DSL or Satellite plans: As low as $29.95. 

Q/Rtmm 



Page 1of1 

Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Robert Condit [RECondit@msn.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2003 2:19 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Sir, Please consider stopping the issuing of dredging permits on the Kansas River. I am sure you 
are aware of the many problems this form of mining can cause as an environmental issue as well 
as a damage to local municipalities on the river. 

Dredging destabilizes riverbanks and removes the sand and gravel that supports the 
foundations of structures in the river. Kansan taxes have had to replace the Turner Bridge, to 
repair one water intake and completely lose another, and to repair Bowersock Dam in Lawrence. 

And to also realize this is one of the few streams in the state of Kansas that is legally open for 
boating. Especially those of us who canoe or kayak all sections of the Kansas River. several towns 
on the Kansas have or are in the process of improving or adding river access points for the 
growing canoe and kayak use of the Kansas River. Continued dredging operations will certainly 
ruin this river experience if not completely block navigable sections of the river. 

There are other means, less damaging to the environment and to quality of the waterways to 
gain the commodity of gravel and sand. Thank you for your time and consideration on this issue. 
I would also appreciate a reply on this issue. 

Robert Condit 
Lansing, Kansas 

8/20/2003 




• MaMC, Joshua A NWK 

From: Mary Arps Thompson [maryarps@mindspring.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 9:25 PM 
To: Marx, Joshua A 
Subject: KS River Dredging 

Dredging must be stopped on the Kansas River. 
Dredging operations only damage this natural resource, which belongs 
to ALL of the people of Kansas. 

Mary Arps Thompson 
5001 Rock Creek Ln 
Mission, KS 66205 

1 



' Ma~. Joshua A NWK 

From: KC DC [kcdonald@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 5:32 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: STOP AND SAVE THE KANSAS RIVER 


Please consider not re-issuing the permits to companies that pull sand from 

the KS. River. 

It is time to save the river and consider land dredging operations. 

We have done enough damage and we are now smart enough to know it now it the 

21st century. 

Lets replace this business with Tourism and Water Recreation. 


Thanks for your consideration! 

DC 


Chat privately with Bon Jovi, Seal, Bow Wow, or Mary J Blige using MSN 

Messenger! http://wwwS.msnmessenger-download.com/imastar/default.aspx 


1 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: brad bruce [adprodigy2003@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Friday, August 22, 2003 12:17 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: kansas river dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx ­

Please hear me out. 
The dredging of the Kansas River has got to stop. You know as well as I do the immediate ill 
effects dredging has on the river - from destabilizing the riverbanks to suffocating the fish. But what 
about the long term effects? The sand at the bottom of that river has been collecting as long as the river 
has been around - thousands upon thousands of years - and everything in the river, as in the rest of 
nature, exists to serve a purpose. And if we've learned anything in the past forty years, it's that you 
cannot change one thing without affecting the rest of the chain (ex. DDT kills fish, no fish means no 
bald eagles, etc.). Dredging that river means more than just taking some sand out of the bottom of a river 
and killing a few fish. It means disrupting first the world we live in, then exponentially disrupting the 
world of our children, our children's children, our children's children's children. 

Please, no more. 

Thank you for hearing me out, 
Brad Bruce 

Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: janclark Oanclark@everestkc.net] 

Sent: Sunday, August 24, 2003 4:42 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

I am writing in opposition to Corp. plans to renew dredging permits on the Kansas River. As you are aware these 
dredging operations are very damaging to the environment. They pollute the river ruining spawning beds for fish 
with chlordane. They also cost the taxpayers unnecessary expenses by destabilizing river banks, and removing 
sand from manmade structures along the river. They also block access for people and frighten off wildlife 
because of the noise. I encourage you to not reissue these permits and seek alternative ways to get sand and 
gravel that are available. 

Sincerely, 
Jan Clark 
9923 Westgate Lane 
Lenexa, KS 66215 

8/25/2003 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: MW Stoakes [mstoakes@juno.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2003 12:46 PM 

To: Marx, Joshua A 

Cc: jay@knrc.ws 

Subject: Kansas River Dredging 

6774 W. 83rd Street 
Overland Park, KS 66204 
August 27, 2003 
mstoakes@juno.com 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

As a Kansas resident and member of Kansas Natural Resource Council, I'm writing to request that the 
USACOE hold new hearings on all dredging permit renewals. As an environmentally focused 
group, we're primarily concerned' about what dredgers are digging up in the river such as chlordane­
contaminated sediment. Also, when the dredgers dump the leftover mud back into the water, the silt 
suffocates the spawning beds of fish and sends particulate and chemical pollutants downstream to 
communities who draw their municipal water from the Kaw. 

Besides the health concerns, dredging destabilizes riverbanks, both above- and below-stream of the 
digging, so much so that structures such as bridges are literally crumbling away. In the past two 
decades, taxpayers have had to replace the Turner Bridge, repair water intakes all along the river, and 
repair the dam at Bowersock. The alternative to dredging is simple - dig in the flood plain next to the 
river. This simple transition adds only modestly (less than 7%) to the cost of a load of gravel. 

Finally, the Corps of Engineers has acknowledged that there are big problems with dredging - your 
organization has declared a twenty-mile section of the river off-limits to new permits, yet it 
is considering renewing a dozen existing permits without holding public hearings. Please allow 
individuals and groups such as ours to make the case for the health risks, the damage to riverbanks and 
physical structures, and the costs to taxpayers of continued dredging. Thank you for considering my 
comments. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Stoakes 

R/?.9/?.0m 
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August 31, 2003 
Joshua A Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City Regulatory Office 

700 Federal Building 

601 E 12th Street 

Kansas City, Mo 64106-2896 


Subject: Commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

First, thank you for the time and effort that I expect you will put into this dredging issue on the 
Kansas River. 

I am writing to ask you to either outright end dredging on the Kansas River or, failing to do that, 
to hold public hearings so that we may bring forth more information. 

I respectfully request that your office make a full and complete response to all of the issues that I 
raise in the attached document so that we can appropriately address further discussions and reduce 
the repetition of the information that we can agree on. 

I look forward to working with your office on this issue in any way I can. 

Again, thank you for your time and effort. 

Cc: Colonel Curtis 

Dave Murphy, 3978 Iowa Lane, Ottawa, KS 66067 
Phone (913) 406-2260 

davemurphy@direcway.com 

mailto:davemurphy@direcway.com
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February 17, 2006 
/) 
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Cc . 	 ~""' ( ".X'To: . v~ 4,~ 

Joshua A. Marx Kansas Department of Health and Environme~ '>',;.?'-<)/ 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Secti<Jrf/ 1=1~.~~) 
Kansas City Field Office 1000 SW Jackson Street ,,o '·~'·· 
700 Federal Building Topeka, KS 66612-1367 .ry., ~:;,/

<;:. ·.;,
601 East 12th Street u'..> "/ 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

From: Contact: 
Kansas Natural Resources Council Dave Murphy 
PO Box 2635 3978 Iowa Lane 
Topeka, KS 66601 Ottawa, KS 66067 

murphyds@direcway.com 
785-242-8343 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The comments below pertain to Permit Number 200600407, issued January 30, 2006, and 
expiring on February 20, 2006, as proposed by Victory Sand and Gravel. You will find nearly 
identical comments from the Kansas Natural Resources Council that will be submitted under a 
different cover and over the signature of our president. I submit these comments personally because 
the care of the rivers of Kansas is a personal matter to me. 

I request that the Corps of Engineers deny this permit based on the following points: 
• 	 The requirements of the Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas 


River do not allow dredging in part of this reach; 

• 	 The discharges from the land based operations violates Kansas Water Quality Standards: 
• 	 The discharge of the land based operation will violate Section IX of the Regulatory Plan for 


Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas River; 

• 	 The Corps has wrongfully, arbitrarily, and without the evidence required by law, decided not 


to protect the river as required under the Clean Water Act; 

• 	 The history of dredge has shown that dredging causes physical damage to the river; 
• 	 Dredging in this reach will cause economic damage to property; 
• 	 Dredging in this reach will negatively impact the economic, aesthetic, use and value of 


recreational uses, safe navigation and the fishery in that area; 

• 	 Dredging may re-suspend and increase the concentration of chlordane, and other persistent 


toxins in the streambed; and 

• 	 The economic alternatives are available if they would only be pursued in earnest. 

I address these concerns to the Corps and to the State of Kansas with the following explanations 

A. The Corps needs to follow their own regulatory plan 
This application, as submitted, would failure to comply with the Regulatory Plan for 

Commercial Dredging Activities on The Kansas River and would fail to protect the river, structures, 
other uses, and water quality as required by that regulatory plan or the Clean Water Act. 

mailto:murphyds@direcway.com
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1. 	 Section VIII B.2. of the regulatory plan addresses the protection of riverbanks that are naturally 
unstable (i.e. bends in the river). Under this plan the dredge cannot be allowed to operate within 
200 feet of the outside of the bend at river mile 78-79.3. Yet the permit specifies that it would 
dredge upstream to river mile 78.6. That is 6/lOths of a mile inside the no-dredge zone of that 
river bend. This restriction must be specifically addressed within the permit issued and, as yet, it 
is not. 

2. 	 The lower section of the dredged area would be within 6/10 mile upstream of the put-in for one of 
the state's most beautiful river segments. Thus adding visual blight and silting over sandbars used 
for recreation. The siltation of this boat ramp will likely increase due to the operation of the 
dredge immediately upstream, making it unusable to the public. 

3. 	 The use of this boat ramp, entrance and parking area for the kind of heavy equipment the dredgers 
may intend to put on this boat ramp may exceed the ramps capacity and cause damage to the 
entrance and public parking area. The Applicant and other dredging operations on the Kansas 
River have proven that their operations have caused the degradation of the riverbed and shoreline 
in all other areas where they have operated. If any part of the Seward Boat Ramp is undermined 
by degradation neither the City of Topeka nor the State of Kansas should have to pay to repair or 
replace this structure. Therefore the permit, if issued, should require the dredger to maintain this 
boat ramp so that it is kept clear of silt, and keep it and the public parking area in good repair and 
usable to the public. The permit should also require the dredger to repair or replace the boat ramp, 
and restore the riverbank, the boat ramp and parking area when they discontinue operations. 

4. 	 At river mile 75 there is a low-head dam that is very difficult to portage. The banks are steep and 
there is no shoreline suitable for portage. Any additional riverbank degradation or siltation will 
make an already difficult and dangerous portage even more dangerous. We add here our objection 
to the unnecessary danger of this low-head dam, the lack of a navigable chute and the lack of a 
maintained means to safely portage this dangerous, river-wide structure. The safe navigation of 
this structure is the responsibility of the Corps of Engineers. The Corps has failed to provide for 
our safety at every chance you seem to have been given relative to structures and obstructions on 
the Kansas River. Putting a new dredge in proximity to this dangerous spot will adding more 
difficulty and dangerous for public navigation and recreation and will likely result in human 
deaths if this dredge impacts even slightly the public's precarious, (and unnecessary) portage of 
this nasty spot. If the Applicant is permit is granted the permit should require the construction, 
maintenance and monitoring of a portage and navigable passage at this low-head dam. 

5. 	 The range of this permit is nearly contiguous with the river mile 80-90 Survey Ranges established 
under the regulatory plan's Monitoring (see sub-section III.B. of that section). Since the range of 
the proposed dredge is so close to the existing Survey Range that Survey Range should be 
extended to include mile 70 - 90 and should be specifically required to monitor the site of the 
Seward Access and make repairs and/or replacement of that structure and bank profile if 
negatively impacted by riverbed or bank degradation within five years of cessation of dredging in 
this reach. 

6. 	 Prior to the onset of operations and prior the issuance of a permit baseline cross-section, water 
surface elevations and aerial photographs must be taken and analyzed so that future damage can 
be accurately assessed. 

7. 	 The Regulatory Plan's Monitoring Program Section I indicates that "when a dredged reach of the 
river is abandoned, the producers may be required to continue control site maintenance and data 
collection, within the abandoned section for a reasonable period of time". This monitoring plan 
should be spelled out and required as part of this permit. We feel that this language is important 
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since other dredge sites have been abandoned leaving steep riverbanks unprotected and/or a visual 
eyesore. 

8. 	 The Applicant's permit should not be issued until the restoration of the abandoned site has been 
completed. This should include re-establishing the bank's natural profile, using only natural stone 
and native plant materials, and by removing of all dredging equipment that is visible from the 
river. The Applicant, at the location that they have abandoned, had degraded the river beyond the 
allowance under the regulatory plan back in 2002, yet in 2006 that site is still an eyesore. 

9. The Applicant's operations will not protect water quality. As set forth under Section IX.A.of the 
Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on The Kansas River the dredgers "may be 
required to pass dredged return water through a siltation basin prior to its reintroduction to the 
river will be considered on a case by case basis" to protect water quality. That same section 
acknowledges that, "water separated from the dredged slurry and returned to the river could affect 
water quality perameters. Dredged return water may contain inordinately high levels of silt and 
/or toxic substances liberated from the dredged material during processing. In addition, the return 
water may pick up a high concentration of suspended solids and /or toxic substances from the 
plant site if it is discharged directly onto the ground and allowed to run-off into the river. 
Therefore, the following restrictions are being imposed to limit the potential for dredged return 
water to adversely impact the river's water quality". Yet this permit application ignores those 
protections. On what basis has the Corps decided (or will decide) whether there are toxic 
substances being released? According to our inquiries with the Corps over the years the Corps has 
never tested for toxic releases from any release from any of its permitted dredge sites. Nor have 
we been able to discover whether EPA or KDHE has ever tested these releases or the 
concentration such toxins or increases in sediment loads downstream of dredge sites on the 
Kansas River. Since the Corps has no idea whether toxics will be released it would only make 
sense that the Applicant be required to use an adequate siltation basin, and we submit that the 
Applicant's proposed siltation basin is not adequate for the following reasons: 
a) The siltation basin is not large enough to allow for adequate settling. The maintained volume 

of the settling pit must be large enough to (a) allow for the settling of the silt and sand-silt 
prior to discharge and (b) contain enough silt and silt-sand between maintenance periods so 
that daily silt and silt-sand accumulations do not displace adequate settlement volumes. Some 
important questions need to be answered by experts (not the dredgers). These include: What is 
the minimum water volume that will be maintained in the settling basin and what is the 
maximum rate of flow into and through the basin? What is the ratio of flow to basin volume 
and what limits should be placed on inflow and effective pit volume? By what calculation did 
the Applicant come to decide that their proposed siltation basin would provide for water 
quality without a prescribed maintenance, cleaning, disposal, or reporting plan? 

b) 	 The property on which the Applicant will operate is not large enough to provide for the 
disposal of the silt and silt-sand from the siltation basin. What land area will be used to spread 
the resulting silt and silt-sand from the settling basin? What is the size of that land area and 
where is it located relative to roads that are suitable for that kind of regular heavy commercial 
traffic? What are the provisions for siltation basin maintenance, silt disposal or miscellaneous 
debris collection and disposal as required by the regulatory plan. The river is about 85% silt 
and silt-sand. Thus for every ton of sand and gravel they take out, they will get 5.66 tons of 
silt. The Applicant is requesting to take 300,000 tons per year from the river. Thus they will 
generate approximately 1,680,000 tons of silt and sand-silt that must settle in the siltation 
basin, be removed from the siltation basin to maintain the basins water capacity, and be 
disposed of. From the size of the Applicant's siltation basin and the size of the property it is 
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clear that they have no intent of complying with the Water Quality Standards set forth in the 
plan or set forth in Kansas Water Quality Standards. 

c) 	 If only one settling basin is used then all dredging activities must me halted during the 
maintenance of the Applicant's only settling basin. We have seen in the past that this is 
extremely unlikely to happen. We saw a case in 2002 where KDHE ordered a dredger to stop 
operations until they could direct their discharge to a siltation basin. The dredger blatantly 
refused to obey the order and continued to discharge for several more weeks causing a well 
documented plume of silt adjacent to and downstream of the discharge. 

d) 	 As required under the regulatory plan, how will the wood and miscellaneous debris be 
screened and prevented from returning to the river? What equipment will be used and what is 
the design and maintenance schedule of that equipment? 

e) 	 The Corps maintains that it has the authority to issue this permit without the authority of the 
Clean Water Act. Therefore, what numeric criteria will by applied for water quality standards 
for the return water? For the siltation of the river? For the toxics? For the silt load? For the 
color? For the wood and miscellaneous materials? What assurances are there that these 
numeric criteria are adhered to? The Corps has no ability or funding to inspect, require reports 
or enforce water quality standards. Certainly, they never have on the Kansas River or there 
would be no dredgers left. The fact is that the regulatory plan contains no numeric standards 
and provides for no inspections, reporting, or enforcement, and the Corps has told us 
repeatedly that they have no funds or personnel available for inspections or enforcement. 
Corps personnel have told us in the past that they do not inspect these facilities or test water 
discharges. 

f) 	 Finally, The Corps of Engineers has told us in years past that, even if the state provides 
conditional certification, the Corps does not have the funding or resources to follow-up on, 
provide inspections of, or enforcement on conditional 401 certification. Thus, if conditional 
certification is granted, and we think it conditional certification should be denied for this 
reason, the state should establish its own reporting, inspection and enforcement plan for all 
dredging on the river, including this Applicant. 

B. The Corps cannot legally issues this permit without the authority of the Clean 
Water Act. 
The Corps has arbitrarily decided not to comply with the authority of the Clean Water Act 

without any evidence to support their claim that less than incidental fallback occurs as a result of 
dredge operations on the Kansas River. 

Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging should be regulated under the authority of the Clean 
Water Act's Section 404 as established by 33 CPR 323 and the preamble to the new definition of 
"discharge of dredged material" in that regulation. It was the intent of congress and it is the consistent 
with current regulations that the States Army Corps of Engineers (USA CE) fulfill this obligation. 

Yet the Kansas City District of the USA CE has talcen the arbitrary decision that is will not 
regulate commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River under section 404 of the CW A.. 
This position is not justified within the context of court decisions or within the context of current 
regulations, specifically within the language of 33 CPR 323.2 (d)(l) through (6) and all of 323.4. 

The damage being done to the Kansas River is serious. Every relevant part of 33 CPR 323.2 
(d)(l) through (6) and 33 CPR 323.4 directs a logical person to conclude that sand dredging on the 
Kansas River should be regulated under the Clean Water Act. 

With reference to 33 CPR 323.2 (d)(l) -The fact that significant and consequential discharges 
occur as a result of sand dredging activities on the Kansas River was documented by KDHE in 
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November of 2002 at a dredge site just upstream of Cedar Creek. These discharges were also 
documented by Dr. Frank Cross in a USACE study in 1982. The USA CE cannot say that discharges 
do not occur, or that they are minor, inconsequential or incidental. Yet the Corps claims, without 
documentation, that these discharges are only "incidental fallback". 

The discharges and redeposits that Dr. Frank Cross documented and that have been observed by 
others are not small volumes, nor does the discharge 'Jall back to substantially the same place as the 
initial removal." as required under the definition of "incidental fall back". 

Paragraph (2)(i) of that section says that the Corps regards in-stream mining as "a discharge of 
dredged material unless project-specific evidence shows that the activity results in only incidental 
fallback." There is no evidence to the effect that sand dredging results in only incidental fallback. In 
fact, all evidence is to the contrary. We again cite the work of Dr. Frank Cross. Therefore the sand 
dredging activities on the Kansas River are a discharge of dredged material and not incidental 
fall back. 

Further, paragraph (4) says: "Section 404 states, "The person proposing to undertake mechanized 
landclearing, ditching, channelization or other excavation activity bears the burden of demonstrating 
that such activity would not destroy or degrade any area of waters of the United States." There is no 
evidence, either provided by the dredgers or produced by the Corps or any other entity, that would 
establish that sand dredging activities on the Kansas River have not caused and are not causing a 
redeposit of dredged material that has the effect of degrading the river, a water of the U.S. Therefore, 
without that evidence in hand, the Corps regards these activities as a discharge and therefore require 
Section 404 authorization. 

Further, paragraph (6) states that "for purposes ofthis section, an activity associated with a 
discharge ofdredged material degrades an area ofwaters of the United States ifit has more than a 
de minimis (i.e., inconsequential) effect on the area by causing an identifiable individual or 
cumulative adverse effect on any aquatic function". Clearly the work done by Dr. Frank Cross 
establishes that the siltation of the river caused by dredging has more than an inconsequential effect 
on the area by causing an identifiable individual or cumulative adverse effect on aquatic function in 
the Kansas River. Further, the Corps has not evidence to repudiate that evidence. 

Section 323.4 describes the discharges that do not require permits. There is no language 
anywhere in this section that exempts sand dredging from section 404 of the CW A. However, 
paragraph (b) says that "Ifany discharge ofdredged or fill material resulting from the activities listed 
in paragraphs (a) (1) through (6) ofthis section contains anv toxic pollutant listed under section 307 
of the CWA such discharge shall be subject to any applicable toxic effluent standard or prohibition, 
and shall require a Section 404 pennit". Since the riverbed of the Kansas River is known to contain 
chlordane it is clear that a 404 permit is required. 

An erroneous argument that we have heard from KDHE (and at one time from the Corps but they 
have abandoned this argument of late) claims that the materials that are deposited downstream of the 
dredges are present in the riverbed anyway and the fact that dredging activities incidentally increase 
the percentage or distribution of those silts on the riverbed is irrelevant. As evidence that this 
argument is wrong I quote section d. 4 (Proposal as Complying with Applicable Law) on page 42 and 
43 of the preamble to demonstrate that your position is incorrect. 

"A number of commenters suggested that the agencies should find guidance not only from the 
AMC and NMA decisions, but also from other court decisions discussing the discharge ofdredged 
material. In particular, the commenters argued that the "net addition" approach in NMA has been 
explicitly rejected in Deaton and implicitly rejected by many others. Two commenters quoted Deaton 
to stress that: ".. .[t[he idea that there could be an addition ofa pollutant without an addition of 
material seems to us entirely unremarkable, at least when an activity transforms some material from 
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a nonpollutant into a pollutant . .. " and that "[i lt is ofno consequence that what is now dredged 
spoil was previously present on the same property in the less threatening form ofdirt and vegetation 
in an undisturbed state." 209 F.3d at 335 - 36. Based on Deaton, several commenters believed there 
is ample support for a rule considering the redeposit ofdredged material outside the place of initial 
removal as constituting an addition ofdredged material. The commenters also noted that such an 
approach is consistent with the numerous other courts that have concluded that moving around 
dredged material within the same water body requires a permit. " 

This clearly establishes that the deposits of fine silt (or the toxins they may contain) on the 
riverbed of the Kansas River are not disqualified as section 404 discharges just because they are a 
natural part of the riverbed. Further, Dr. Frank Cross demonstrated that sand dredging causes a 
dramatic increase in the percentage of silt, altering the riverbeds normal 85% sand and gravel mix to 
as much as 100% silt and silt/sand. This is far more than incidental or inconsequential. 

Chlordane binds to the silt, not sand or gravel and is found in this segment of the Kansas River. 
Therefore any activity that concentrates these fine sediments on the surface of the riverbed (as 
established by Cross 1982) is a violation of Kansas Water Quality Standards and should be controlled 
under the Clean Water Act. 

We ask the USACE to deal with this issue in an up-front manner, with respect for the public, and 
to review its authority under Section 404, to produce physical evidence (as required by law) that only 
incidental fallback occurs. 

B. 401 Certification 
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) has previously chosen, against the 

advice of environmental groups, not to provide 401 Certification as requested from the Army Corps 
of Engineers, and as allowed under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 
In addition to appropriate concerns about the effects of dredging on water quality as described above, 
sand dredge operations on the Kansas River have degraded, and continue to degrade the riverbanks, 
the riparian vegetation, and the stream bed in the areas where they operate (Simons, Li and Associates 
1985). Sand dredging has also degraded the streambed, has lowered groundwater level in the 
surrounding areas and has increased the cost of pumping and water treatment (Burns & McDonnell 
1986). Certification conditioning or denial would provide protection of the Kansas River based on 
issues related to water quality, riverbed degradation, channel migration, bank stability, damage to 
other structures, interference with other users or any other concerns of the state including, but not 
limited to impacts on river recreation and safety. 

C. NPDES permits for point source discharges are needed. 
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) is required by the Clean Water 

Act and state law to issue permits to point source discharges yet KDHE has turned its back on the 
point source discharges from dredging on the Kansas River even though these discharges are a 
violation of Federal and state Water Quality Standards for the reasons stated above and below. 

The suspended solids in these discharges continue to add turbidity to the water and silt over 
the natural streambed, causing negative affects on aquatic organisms (Cross 1982). The sediments in 
the Applicants proposed reach are known to contain Chlordane and likely contain other toxic 
materials since the location is downstream of most of the Topeka area's watershed. To our 
knowledge, the state has never conducted modern interstitial testing of the suspended solids or 
downstream sediment of existing dredge operations to determine whether they contain higher than 
normal toxic substances that were previously buried in the riverbed. (EPA's 2001 Draft Report to 
Congress -The Incidence and Severity of Sediment Contamination in Surface Waters of the United 
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States [EPA 823-R-01-01] and "EPA Contaminated Sediments" www.epa.gov/waterscience/cs/). We 
submit that only a properly designed and properly maintained siltation basin and an approved 
disposal site could protect the river from such contamination, if even then. Further, the in-stream 
activities of dredging significantly disturbs the sediments on the riverbed and that those disturbed 
sediments are better left buried rather than being re-suspended in the column of water for 
redistribution of the riverbed' s surface downstream. 

Whereas, it is KDHE' s responsibility to protect the quality of this river; and 
Whereas KDHE cannot expect the Corps to inspect or enforce conditional certification; 
Therefore, KNRC requests that KDHE either deny certification on this applicant and all new 

dredging operations or require this applicant and all in-river dredge operations on the Kansas River to 
have an NPDES permit for all discharges to the river. 

www.epa.gov/waterscience/cs
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D. 	 Historic Damages to the river should enough to ban further dredging. 
Sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River has, and is, causing widespread degradation of 

the riverbed, river banks, siltation of the riverbed, and threats to water resources and the biological 
integrity of the river. 

The "Final Regulatory Report and Environmental Impact Statement - Commercial Dredging 
Activities on the Kansas River" from the US Army Corps of Engineers dated January 1990 
establishes the following facts. 

"Past commercial dredging activities on the river have had a severe impact on the river's 
morphology and ecology and on nondredging interests located in and along the river. Future 
dredging activities have a high potential to worsen existing problems and to extend dredging 
impacts into previously undisturbed reaches of the river." 

"Nothing less than a total cessation ofdredging would be expected to entirely eliminate 
adverse impacts upstream of river mile 22. The sand transport rate in and out ofmost reaches of 
the river ... is approximately 1:1. Those reaches of the river are essentially in equilibrium, since 
the quantity of sand transported into the reach is approximately equal to the quantity transported 
out of the same reach. " 

"In the winter of1986 KCD determined that as little as 2 3 feed ofadditional riverbed 
degradation in the lower Kansas River and in the Topeka area would result in millions ofdollars 
in economic losses to non-dredge concerns. Lower riverbed and water surface elevations would 
increase: (a) bank erosion (loss ofproperty), (b) 
maintenance of land stabilization structures, ( c) well field operating costs (lower elevations in the 
flood plain) ( d) water supply costs (where lower water surfaces elevations in the river inhibit the 
operation ofwater intakes), and ( e) pipeline and bridge maintenance." 

"Dredging is responsible for widespread destruction ofterrestrial and aquatic habitat by 
creating lake-like conditions that are not normal to the Kansas River, by depositing a blanket of 
silt on the riverbed in which native organisms cannot survive, and by the destruction of riparian 
habitat for wildlife." 

"The shift from a relatively shallow, fast flowing, sandy, braided channel to a deep, sluggish, 
silty channel, with significantly reduced habitat diversity, has altered the species composition of 
the.fishery by reducing the number offish species and the total number offish. (The 1982 report 
by Frank Cross demonstrated that both the number fish and the diversity were reduced to halfas 
a result ofdredging.) This pollution caused by sand dredging is causing the long term loss ofthe 
ecological integrity of the Kansas River and that this pollution and habitat degradation is integral 
to the very process used by the commercial sand dredge industry on the Kansas River and, 
therefore, cannot be prevented, mitigated or be significantly reduced by best management 
practices or any other practice other than the complete cessation ofdredging;" 
The Simons, Li report of1986 establishes that there are "adequate, and equivalent sources of the 
same grade and quality of sand available off the river. " 
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J\.forpholo;::ical and Sedimeni~tion Imp.ads 
The bedload of the !'ivcr contains abo111 85% silt acnd 15% useabl<;: aggr<lgllte. A$ the Dow or the rtv<;:r 
t<irrto.q the hcdlo11d downstream, tho drcdgct's iu-1'lvc.r pit separates the heavier mateiials frQJll the sill 
anJ c;i.usl:ls the riverbed downs1.wam Lo he coated wi th Rilt. This affects fish popnlations and othC'J­
~quutjc org1uiisms dow11stfl;:1•m ol' the dredge. AILliiCJugh 0s1' populationx wiLhh1the:dr'cdge pit remain 
h1gh with Jake-like species, lb.e overall effect ls that the rive.r' s fisbe1y ls. det·imate<l (Cross, 1982). 

Jn addition to the depuRJrion of sHtandsilt-sllJld 1)11 1hc,rivel'hcd hy the process show1i above, saTld 
dredging operati~ns !lischnrge ~m and silt~~arrd fr.om I.ht: land based portion of their operntions. The 
discharge fl.um Lhese return Rows cause large !rill and ~lll sanc:t d~lt&~ 'lnll .1;0ntrib111e dr,'mnu1.ically to 
1J1e lnyec ll( silt ~nd siJL-sand thatallers the riverbed aml aqu111Jc habitat. 

Figure 2. The J:lre<lge cffluen~ near 
mile 16.2 deposited a ~m-~~ind bar in 
1982. 
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Figure 3 dep1C1s tbe ;iw~11ge of iJ;te 11•.:o Cur11ml Sites. The 
Control Sites W-<:!\! locations located at oilies 2:3 •1nd 25, i11 
reach~s ol !l)jl river cl!al were t1p.strcru.n of any dredging. At the 
lime tbe cet1th ])elwee11mile2$ andTo)peka !tad 11t.·vc;t:1lccn

"' " dredged. 
i'l).l:cl'e-J 

Fi'gum 4 depielli' l')jedge Study Site I at mile 2.L..3 - 32.3. 'fhe; 
si1e had been <lre<lgetl F1)r •'iniy one year prior \O 1.IJe ·s~udy. The 
.top set ot diatts t1! from the trruisect 20(J - :'lfJ() meters 
t1psttcam of the dredge. The bottom ch::uts axe l'tt1m the 
rrao'Sects 400 - 500 mete!',; down.s1ri:!am. Tills dredge ·wll~ 
Jpc;ue<l' in an ·ru'!:D that i$ natw·ully ver;y rocky. The $,!Ind 

QUickJy tijS!lj:>pearetl t1p$U:eam, leavfog-only f\lbble ~nJ .~jj l. 
TI1e downsttcam riwrhed Was also rapidly !ot)Sitig sand rui.d 
W11s being converted lo rul:itlfo ;aid sUt. J:iish potndations are 
d&irttAtc:d downstream of drodge~ where the normal sedlrrienl 
Jaytr» <1rc burled Lmder l~yeo; of s ilt. 

fligur<l 5 .de,pk:ts. !J~ageStudy Site.i at111ilc 15.6· ! .6,4, This 
site is immediately ll~l~iream of thc..llJhn~on Co11rtLY \Veit. The 
sluggi:;b Willer 1/apped behind Lhe weii· c:u1~es higf1 levels of 
s.edimcnr tlcposillt>n. Th11riverhe1i ups,1ream wa~ converted 
largely to .sih while the downMrcam ar6a becarne 1no%.sil1. 

PigJJie a ch.:pit:to Dredge. Study Site 1 m m ilf: T'.a.3 - i ~.9. fhis 
rt!ach 1rflhe river has-1ilowcurrent; therefose high mtes of 
bl)1,1Juad deposition, "lhe [Qwer transe.;t was ch<trnctcrjzed by·a 
rnbble bar. The location of th Is dredge w~s changed three ti.lnes 

durin!\ the Slqay. A$ Are!lUlt of re!ocathrg !ha dredge below an 
i$lantl' (1he island prov'i&i.I good f'J$h habitat} t.hc islarn:Lwas 
removed :md tlie habi#lt wns JQsl. 1fa11 same year 

.,_ • • + - - · ," 
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Dredging on the Kansas River degrades the riverbed. Although there may be other factors that 
contribute to riverbed degradation, all reaches of the iiver that have been dredged have been degraded 
far more than any other reach. This in not a coincidence. Historic damage from riverbed degradation 
caused by dredging damage to structures such as Topeka and Water One's weir, The KCBPU Kaw 
Generating Station, Bowersock Dam, and well fields for Water One and Olathe. The Applicant was 
removed from the river at river-mile 86.3-86.5 due to the damage they did to the river. They will 
repeat this damage again and again. 

As shown by Figure 7 below, the Applicant was removed from the river at his prior site because the 
Applicant caused eight feet of riverbed degradation at that site. Thus exceeding the two foot 
regulatory allowance by three times the allowable limit. 

Figure 7 



Figure 8 
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Figure 8, above, depicts typical riverbed degradation and channe] widening in the most heavily 
dredged segments of the river. The riverbed in the dredged areas of the river degraded IO 15 feet in 
the sh01t period between 1960 - 1976. In this same period the channel in these areas increased in 
width by an average of 25% and as much as 350 feet (Cross). This does not include the degradation 
that occurred prior to that time or since that time. As the riverbed is lowered, surface and groundwater 
levels are lowered. This has an effect on wetlands in the floodplain and mud flats, in channel 
wetlands, vegetated islands or side stream incision, and groundwater. In some areas, especially 
upstream of weirs and dams, the dredged areas become more like lakes that are filled with silt. 
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Figure 9 

Figure 9 depicts the degradation of the riverbed between 1992 and 1999. The darkened 
areas are the segments where degradation had exceeded permitted limits as of 1999 
(as established by the USAGE). Notice the distinct increase in the degradation between 
Fig 8 and Fig 9 (1999-2001 ). 
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Figure 10 

Figure 10 depicts the degradation of the riverbed between 1992 and 2001. The 
darkened areas are the segments where degradation had exceeded permitted limits as 
of 2001 (as established by the USAGE). Notice the distinct increase in the degradation 
between 8 and Fia 9 11999-2001). 
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The river reach from mile 0 - 15 is slow-moving water that is backed up from the Missouri River to 
the Johnson County Water District #1 (JCWD#l) weir near Mill Creek. This reach was heavily 
dredged prior to 1992 and had been so badly degraded that JCWD#l had to be built and then 
repeatedly repaired due to continued riverbed degradation. Under the reduced extraction rates of the 
1992 USACE Plan this reach has aggraded as sand is transported from upstream and settles to the 
bottom under these lake-like conditions. The riverbed in this reach contains more silt than is normal 
in the rest of the river. 

From mile 15 - 21 water from JCWD#l 's weir backs up to Bonner Springs (from just below 1-435 to 
K-7 hwy). This reach was also heavily dredged prior to 1992 and had been severely degraded. Due to 
the lake-like conditions and the reduced sand extraction rates this reach has begun to aggraded. Due 
to dredging and these lake like conditions, the substrate in this area has a higher percentage of silt 
than normal. Areas downstream of some dredge operations are nearly 100 percent silt and silt-sand 
for more than % mile downstream of the dredge operation. 

From about mile 21 to about mile 25 there is a natural rock dam that has stabilized the riverbed. This 
area has slightly aggraded since reduced extraction rates have been imposed. 

At about mile 26 the riverbed has degraded beyond the limits established in the 1992 USACE Plan. 
This is the direct result of the dredge at that location. Downstream of this dredge the substrate has 
been converted to nearly 100 % silt and sand silt. 

From about mile 30 to mile 40 the riverbed degradation has degraded beyond the limits established in 
the 1992 USACE Plan. This is the direct result of several dredge operations working in this reach. 
Figures 4 and 5 shows that the dredge locations correspond with the degradation. Downstream of 
these dredges the substrate has been converted to silt and sand silt. 

From mile 40 to Bowersock Dam in Lawrence (mile 52) the river is aggrading because Penny Sand 
has not been extracting sand. Mr. Bill Penny has informed us that he is in the process of moving to pit 
mining off the river. The substrate in this reach of the river is typical of the rest of the river. 

From mile 52 to mile 54 The river is impounded by Bowersock Dam. 

From mile 54 to mile 75 (Topeka) the river is visually much as it was 100 years ago except where 
farmers have planted crops too close to the river and their fields are falling into the river. 

From mile 75 to about mile 92 (the Topeka area and above) the riverbed is badly degraded by sand 
dredging and two weirs impound the river causing lake-like conditions above the weirs. The substrate 
downstream of the dredges in this area has a higher percentage of silt and sand silt. 

From mile 92 to mile 171.5 the river is visually much as it was 100 years ago. There are no active 
dredging operations upstream of Topeka. 
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E. Recreational concerns relevahtlo d1·.cdging 
the Kansas River ls one of only three 1ivers i.n the entire :;late Urnt. our state h;1s designaLe<l as 

' 'navigable". Those three 1ivcrs arc the l\'U ssou1i, the Arkausas a.nd the Kansas Rivers.. Without the 
"navigable" .tlC$igTJaljon lhe 0U1er ~tre~ms in Lhe s1'1te. are i]Jegat (0 fl•)ilt, swim M f'i~h WHhour 
15ennission from every i}mdowner on bo1h sides. 

YI.ore thm1 40% ofthe states ~opulation lives in the 1U cou11ties that border the Kansas River, 
The ti verpa%c~ within an hour'~ drive. of m!lrc iliM 50% of ihe ~talc's popul~dj<m and within an 
houi'J; d.cive of roughly anoiher 1,000,000 people on the olller s.ide of Hie Miss.ourl st.ate J1 ne. 'flec1wse 
of theproximity of our people and the power of the river's beaut'j , the Kansas River is the best 
r<".creational resource In the state. Bys.oine <1ccounts, it ls ;i.lso the state's most Important fishery and 
migrato1y tlyway. 

Figure ll fobove) Recreation on the Kans·as Ri;vcr has im:reased n.~ mud1 us 1000%' fn fess !lrnn a 

decade. Nearly 4-00 people panidpatedin this weekend 9uting with J'r.iends of the Kaw, 

Figltre 12 (below) On a Saturday monting in 1999 paddler~ on the Kansas River u~e Jheir canoe:> to 

.spell the word ~'ACCESS" to Tllise awarentoss that ·llccess to the Ransas River h inadequate. 


Tn J996 lhu ~tale legislature-authorized lhe ''Kims<L~ River .Recreation Study" wblcb was 
compleied and presenled to tile legislature pn J'<rnua1;y 12, 1997. This study concluded that: 

''The Kansm Riviw is an underdeveloped und underutilize,d ,,tate recreational resource; 

'l11e sraw has no other stremn recreation resourc'e ofthis type; 

Hecreation 011 lhe Kansas RivtJ.r /ms a ditecl fWonamic benefit ofnen1'ly 3 millitm dnllars per 

vel!I"
" , 
!Veixller recreationisr.s n&r landowners ne~:d or want highly rlevl!lop«d and co.rily inj'raS/ructttres; 
The primmy need i£for ~101Hnotorit,ed /Joating activities sue}!, as crmoeing, knyaki11g, rafting, ~le, 
w1.d ca111inuous .regmentk ofthe river1ha1 are Linked togetherb'V public access a11d that are jhw oj 
commercial operar1o11s; arid 
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Increased access is a benefit to landowners due to reduction in the need for crossing ofprivate 
property, and parking issues." 

The study's recommended that the Kansas River Access Plan be implemented by the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks as a minimum level for access development and be included for 
funding in the Kansas Water Plan. This would establish a public access roughly every 10 miles. The 
plan has never been formally adopted but a number of new accesses have been built since 2002 that 
demonstrates the increasing value that our communities hold for Kansas River recreation. These new 
accesses include: new accesses built in St. George, Perry, Lecompton, and Kaw Point; new accesses 
under construction in Manhattan, De Soto and Edwardsville, new accesses in planning in Junction 
City, Ogden, Wamego, Topeka and Bonner Springs. 

The growth of the recreational industry on the Kansas River has been extraordinary in the last 
ten years. Boating, fishing, hunting and birding activities on the river have increased dramatically. 

Dredging activities have so damaged this river that weirs and cofferdams have been built and 
new ones are being proposed to prevent water intakes from being exposed to air. Johnson County's 
Water One proposed a weir at the Sunflower Plant over a year ago and now Water One is proposing a 
cofferdam above their existing weir at river mile 15. These expenses will all be paid by the public, 
not the dredgers. 

These structures are hazards to navigation and a blight on river. None of the existing 
structures are equipped with portages, navigational bypasses or public access. Therefore, to prevent 
the proliferation of more of such structures dredging must be stopped, especially in reaches that have, 
here to for, never been dredged. 

F. Dredging has a negative impact on aquatic organisms 
The weirs act as a blockade to fish and other aquatic organisms. In their response to three 

proposed weir alternatives in Johnson County the Kansas Department of Wildhfe and Parks stated: 
We consider all three alternatives proposed to be an impact level 3, meaning the project as it is 
currently designed should not be implemented and some alternate approach should be 
considered. The Kansas River is designated critical habitat for several state/federal listed 
threatened and endangered species including the Sturgeon Chub (Macrhybopsis meeki), Flathead 
Chub (Platygobio gracilis), Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Least Tern (Ste ma 
antillarum) and Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus). Low-head weirs can have several negative 
effects on native riverine species and river function including blocking fish migrations, disrupting 
the transport ofalluvial materials leading to channel instability and augmenting downstream 
erosion, and increases in the formation ofpool habitat thereby altering the natural channel 
conditions and leading to invasion offish species more adapted to pool conditions. In addition, 
nesting habitat for avian species would be lost by the formation ofa backwater pool. 

Because the project involves potential impact to a state listed threatened or endangered 
species and/or its designated critical habitat, a separate action permit is needed from our agency 
to be in compliance with regulations pursuant to the Kansas Nongame and Endangered Species 
Conservation Act. A copy of this letter and permit application information have been forwarded 
to the project sponsor. We ask that all other necessary permits be held in abeyance until 
conditions necessary to protect threatened and endangered species. 

Where weirs currently exist we suggest that a safe navigational bypass would partially 
mitigate some of the concern for aquatic species and recreational navigation. 
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The use nf junk can;, household and industrial ttash and concrete rubhlc ha.s been used to 
stahil i:r.e the ri verb<1nk in many part;; of lhe 1i ver (.see figure 3). The state's regulaliOll$·slill aJlowN the. 
11se orconcrete rubble for this pUJJ>OSe, The-se policies musL he changed hut, llnLil they do, the $C;irs of 
dredging will remain a blighi on the riverfor many decades <uter they are gone. 

Figure 13 The Kansas lliver is the hcritag~ 
of every man, woman and child. TI1is 
gcncriuion, lik.e au generations own lhe 
Ransas River. ll shou.ld not he for side to 
sand dradgers, uor is it availahJe as a w1L5te 
disposal cite for industry or municipalities, 

Figure 14 to the left, shows an aJ I loo 
conunon pracrice used hy landownen; to 
stahilize the riverbat1k. Upsti:eam of most 
dredge operations the riverbanks are 
unstable. Concrete mbble, junk c;u:s and 
similar eyesores are used to stabi lizc the 
shoreline. The~e activities are a viswl) 
blight on lhe river. 

Kimsas Regulations still aJlt)W the u.~e of 
concrete rnbb1e for bank •tabili:r.atiot1. Thi~ 
practice should be di-scontinued. Dredging 
only adds the need for more disfigurement 
of this kind. 

Hgme 15, to the left, shows a nice 
camping area on one of the sandbars in an 
undrcdged part of the 1iver. Notice that till' 
ripan an vegetation on both sides of the. 
river is in good condition and the banks 
are neither sic.ep nor unstable. 



G. Thrcatenetl and Endangered Species relative to dred.ging 
The, following threatened and endangered species (f&E) are dc:>igr}aied l'>y tho Kansas Dcpiutment ot 
Wildl ife and Parlis <Uld Live in !llld/Or along. the Kan~<L~ River: 
llieSmooLJi l:!rutb Sriake (Virginia valeriae); the [edbi:!ll,Y snll.ke (Storeri:t otcipitorna6LilULa), the 
ilachcad chub (Platygobio ernciJi~). the slivei'blllld shiner (Notto~is sluuriardi), the >itklefin,chub 
('Macrhvbonsi~ roeeki). the sturgeon chub (Macrobbopsis gelida)1lhc 1VeMC1'n silvery niimmw 
(Hyboen(tlhus argvritis), the chestnut lamp(ey (khthyomvzon ca.stane11~). the [lat floater mu.~~el 

(Anodonta subotb!gru1!!1!), and the white-fac?d ibis (Plegadi§ e:llihi). The f~ciernl !ist dcsignategbytht 
United States J:lish and Wildlife Sen~cc includes the hald eagle (HaJiaetus ktlCflC.ephalus). the 
peregrine falcon (falco J,).C)'!::g1i1ttl§), t'hc piping plover (Chamdr:ius rriclodus), ihckast Lem (SlQTI)_q 
'jl\ltillaxum), the whQopinF cratic (Gtu:; americana)1 ;md possibly uther.;. ·speci~ lTI l\eed of 

ffi_gUl'e 16.1 he Least1ern is 'One '01 the Ka.nsas RfVct"s e"dangered specJes (Jlat is linpacteO by sand 
dredging. 

There has been discl)ssitJn hetween the K;mslls DepanmenC of WildIi t'e and' Parks and the. USACE and 
the 1..)SFWS that the pallid sttwgeon is being considered for reinLroqu<)tiun lo the Kansas River. The 
native r<111ge of the cndruigcrcd pallid smrgeon includes the Kansas River_ ,Alrhollgh I.he Johnson 
County Weirat Mill Creek and Bowersl)ck Dam rn Lawrence have blocked the pa~sage of this 
endangered species, itehabitat stillincludes !he K<iJJ8a~ River he.tween the MissouriRivenind 
Lawrence. Dredging is destroying i:his habitat. The pl)llid sturg,eon prefilrs fastev mov;ng sandy 
holtomed rivc1'S such as the Kimsas Rivet' a.s' 'it exht.ecJ' prior to the widening, siltation, !Uld long {lools 
and resulting dams and weirs Ci!US,ed by dredg.ing. 
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Other threatened and endangered species such as the piping plover and least tern require high, well­
scoured sandbars for nesting. Although the USA CE claims that dredging does not directly remove 
sandbars, historic comparisons prove that the dredged reaches have fewer sandbars than they once 
did. Further, a current comparison of undredged reaches to dredged reaches will prove that sandbars 
in the dredged reaches have become relatively rare. 

No satisfactory Environmental Impact Statement has examined the impacts that in-stream mining has 
had on the avian population. The Kansas River is home to not just the T &E species and SINC listed 
above, but numerous other birds that rely on the riparian areas, sandbars, mud flats, shallows, and 
pools for their habitat. The river is also on the flyway of many other species, including some of the 
species listed above, plus migratory shorebirds and waterfowl. These birds are negatively impacted 
by sand dredging; their habitat is modified, their food sources are reduced and contaminated, and 
their nesting cites are lost. 

Mainstream degradation in the dredged reaches has suspend the mouth of some side streams, such as 
Little Kaw Creek (mile 22.3) above the main channel. Mainstream degradation has limited the 
accessibility of these tributaries to river fishes except during high flows. Silt deposits during high 
mainstream flows block the mouth of these streams. 

As described earlier, dredging causes the streambed to become covered with silt and silt sand. This 
alteration of the natural riverbed causes a loss of the river's biological integrity. Benthic organisms 
that are native to the normally sandy substrate cannot survive as layer upon layer of silt is deposited 
on the riverbed. Fish populations are decimated. 

H. Economic concerns relative to dredging 
One of the main goals in the USA CE' s current Regulatory Plan was to ensure that the Sunflower 
water intake was to be protected. Yet, as a result of the failed 1992 Regulatory Plan and sand 
dredging that should never been allowed on the river, it is now protruding from the water. The water 
district has proposed a low head weir (dam) on the Kansas River at the location of the old Sunflower 
water intake. The estimated cost to the people of Johnson County would have been $6 8 million 
dollars. Although alternatives exist and are less destructive of the river than a weir those alternatives 
are estimated to be even more expensive. 



. ,, .. .. 21 

Johnson County's dam below Mill Creek and the two weirs in Topeka had to be built due to the 
degradation of the riverbed and river stage caused by sand dredging. The initial cost of the 
construction of these weirs cost many millions of dollars. The repeated repairs and maintenance adds 
additional untold costs. As riverbed degradation continues to undermine these structures the 
maintenance and replacement costs grow. The Johnson County weir has been repaired many times 
due to repeated degradation of the riverbed from dredging. At this writing, Water One of Johnson 
County is proposing to build a cofferdam above their existing weir. One more expense handed to 
water rate-payers at the hands of the dredgers. 

Figure 17 above shows structures in and along the lower part of the river as of 1986. Of the structures 
shown, the Johnson County weir at mile 14.9 has been rebuilt several times, the Atchison Topeka and 
Santa Fe RR bridge was severely undercut and repaired, the Sunflower water intake at mile 32.9 was 
exposed to air and no longer usable, and Bowersock Dam has been undercut and repaired. Other 
structures are in jeopardy. 

Construction and maintenance are not the only costs we pay for dredging induced weirs. These 
structures blockade the river for recreational and commercial navigation adding further economic 
hardships to our local economies and tourism. 

As the riverbed degrades it has also undermined and destabilized railroad bridges, utility lines, 
Bowersock dam, jetties and riparian land. The cost for the repair, maintenance and ultimate 
replacement is not known, but can easily be estimated to be in the tens of millions over the last 
decade. These figures do not include the loss of farmland, the lowered productivity of water wells or 
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the higher pumping costs for water utilities and private wells. All of these costs are born by 
nondredging interests. 

"Headcutting" is the term used to describe what is happening to land upstream of sand dredging 
operations. As the channel is cut deeper the banks are undercut and fall into the river. It takes about 
six tons of soil to make one ton of sand in the Kansas River. The sand dredgers are taking valuable 
farm land. No estimates have ever been done on the economic cost associated with this loss. 

The current Plan has failed to protect the river, the associated habitat and the infrastructure. The 
US ACE' s Plan, which allowed two additional feet of riverbed degradation beyond the 1992 baseline 
has caused at least fifteen miles of river to be degraded beyond the established limits. 

In 1985 the USACE contracted with Booker Engineers-Architects-Planners to determine what would 
happen to the sand and gravel market if the dredgers were moved off the river. The Booker report 
states that a move from the river to the flood plain would increase the average delivered price of a ton 
of sand and gravel approximately 6 percent in the market area served by the dredgers. The increase 
being largely transportation costs. 

The financial cost to non-dredging interests could exceed any cost/benefit to the dredging industry. 
Riverbed degradation has already cost non-dredging interests hundreds of millions of dollars and 
those costs keep escalating. 

The public needs to know the cost and the risks to non-dredging interests in today's dollars, under the 
existing and proposed conditions. The last economic estimates were done in the mid 1980's by the 
Corps of Engineers. 

Since the Booker study in 1986 some dredgers have successfully moved off the river while others 
have resisted the change siting difficulties with local and state government bureaucracies. 

Availability of high quality sand is important to the state and our communities. These interests face 
many economic hazards but the least among those risks is from off-river sand mining. The USACE, 
in conjunction with local and state interests should cooperate to evaluate the best off-river options for 
everyone concerned. 

Local communities, counties and the state recognize the need for sand. As it becomes apparent that 
in-river dredging will no longer be accepted, the various government agencies must do what is 
needed to provide for the environmental and economic needs of their local and state economies. This 
will mean forging partnerships to create ways to produce sand in ways that do not produce such 
extensive damage to the environment. 

Other dredgers have successfully taken up pit mining with good success. Victory Sand and Gravel 
should do so as well. 

In conclusion 

Sand dredging should be banned from the Kansas River. Ifnot banned from the river it should be 
regulated under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and all point source discharges should be 
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regulated with NPDES permits. State and local communities should work with the aggregate industry 

to create a smooth and mutually beneficial transition off the river rather than permitting more damage 

to the river, local economies, fisheries and other uses of the river. 


Whereas, the requirements of the Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the 

Kansas River do not allow dredging in part of this reach; 

Whereas, the discharges from the land based operations violates Kansas Water Quality Standards; 

Whereas, the discharge of the land based operation will violate Section IX of the Regulatory Plan for 

Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas River; 

Whereas, the Corps has wrongfully, arbitrarily, and without the evidence required by law, decided 

not to protect the river as required under the Clean Water Act; 

Whereas, the history of dredge has shown that dredging causes physical damage to the river; 

Whereas, dredging in this reach will cause economic damage to property; 

Whereas, dredging in this reach will negatively impact the economic, aesthetic, use and value of 

recreational uses, safe navigation and the fishery in that area; 

Whereas, dredging may re-suspend and increase the concentration of chlordane, and other persistent 

toxins in the streambed; 

Whereas, the economic alternatives are available if they would only be pursued in earnest; 

Whereas, it is KDHE's responsibility to protect the quality of this river using NPDES permits; 

Whereas, KDHE cannot expect the Corps to inspect or enforce conditional certification since the 

Corps has stated that it does not, will not and cannot inspect or enforce conditions in a conditional 

permit; and 

Whereas, the long history of dredging on the Kansas River and the Corps own studies have 

demonstrated the harmful impacts of dredging as stated above; 


Therefore, I request that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deny this permit; 

That KDHE deny certification on this applicant and all new dredging operations or require this 

applicant, and all in-river dredge operations on the Kansas River, to have an NPDES permit for all 

discharges from their land-based operations; and 

That the Governor's Office, work with the aggregate industry, local governments, communities and 

environmental organizations to transition aggregate companies off the rivers of this state. 


I hope that my comments can be viewed as constructive. I am willing and prepared to be a part of an 

ongoing process to create a solution that meets the needs of the whole community, the river, the laws, 

and the aggregate companies, but another dredge on the Kansas River is not the solution. 




Maich 4, 2006 

To: cc: 
1£GUL~~§EI VE:~ 

RY BHANCf-
Joshua A. Marx Kansas DepartJl&ffi4f?ILaUt~an9.Environment 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Bureau of Water, Watershed :Ma:ltti.hiient Section 
Kansas City Field Office 1000 SW Jackson, Street 
700 Federal Building Topeka, KS 66612-1367 
601East12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

From: Contact: 
Kansas Natural Resources- Council Dave Murphy 
PO Box 2635 3978 Iowa Lane 
Topeka, KS 66601 Ottawa, KS 66067 

murphyds@direcway.com 
785-242-8343 

Dear Mr. Marx: 
The comments are an addition to my comments of February 17, 2006 and also pertain to 

Permit Number 200600407, issued January 30, 2006 as proposed by Victory Sand and Gravel 
I recently became aware of a Tenth Circuit Court decision (Sierra Club and Mineral Policy 

Center v. El Paso Gold Mines, Inc., Defendant-Appellant, and Mountain States Legal Foundation 
Amicus Curiae. Case No 03-1105. 

I have maintained over the years that the dredgers on the Kansas River use the pits in the river 
to separate the heavier bedload from the lighter bedload and that this process allows silt to drift 
downstream that coats the riverbed with an unnatural layer of silt. You have maintained that the 
movement of that silt from the pits cannot be regulated because it is not caused directly by the 
equipment in the river. . 

In the case sited above, the court held that a passive discharge can be regulated. In section B. 
(1) of the courts analysis the court states, that" ... the focus here is on ownership of the point source, 
not the discharge-causing conduct". 

Whereas, the dredgers cannot alter the fact that their pit separates the heavier components 
from the lighter components of the river's bedload and neither can they prevent those lighter 
components from discharging downstream from their pit; I, 

Therefo:-c, request that the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers deny this penn.it; 
That KDHE deny certification on this applicant and all new dredging operations or require this 
applicant, and all in-river dredge operations on the Kansas River; and 
That the Governor's Office, work with the aggregate industry, local governments, communities and 
environmental organizations to transition aggregate companies off the rivers of this state. 

I hope that my comments can be viewed as constructive. I am willing and prepared to be a 
part of an ongoing process to create a solution that meets the needs of the whole community, the 
river, the laws, and the aggregate companies, but another dredge on the Kansas River is not the 
solution. 
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To: Joshua A Marx 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E 12th Street 
Kansas City, Mo 64106-2896 

Request for the denial of permits and/or public hearings 

regarding 


Commercial Sand and Gravel Dredging 

on the Kansas River 


From: Dave Murphy 
Friends of the Kaw 
397 8 Iowa Lane 
Ottawa, KS 66067 
913-406-2260 

For Permit numbers: 
200301759 
200301863 
200301768 
200200319 
200200328 
200200322 
200200317 
200301862 
200301861 
200301860 
200301770 
200301771 
and any others that may apply now or in the future 

September, 2 2003 
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Part I - The Kansas River and the History of Sand Dredging 

General Background information aboutthe Kansas River 

Kansas River is 170 miles long; running across northeast Kansas from Junction City to Kansas City 

where itjoinswith the Missouri River.Including it longest tributary, the Smokey Hill River, the 

Kansas River is 710 miles long and ranks as the 75th longestriver in the world. The basin drainage 

area covers over 60,600 square miles9

, roughly an area the size of Ohio. The basin overlaps Colorado, 

Nebraska and Kansas all the way to the Missouri border. The landforms are broad flatlands to rolling 

hills dissected by the river valleys. 


The riverbed is sandy to gravely with many large sandbars and islands exposed at medium to low 

water levels. The channel is relatively wide and shallow with a meandering course.· From Junction 

City to its mouth the river's gradient is about 2 feet/mile9

• Roughly 90percent of the basin's· area is 

dam controlled by the U.S. Corps of Engineers. Aportion of which is usedto support navigation on 

the Missouri River. Outof 106 counties in the state, the Kansas River passes through ortly ten 

counties yet those ten counties account for over a rriillion people, more than 40% ofthe state's 

population. 


The river is home to over 60species offish (Cross 1982), hundreds of acres of sandbars, islands and 

unused camping space. Wildlife abounds. The once endangered bald eagle now uses the river as a · 

migratory flyway. We now have three nesting pairs on the river. Manyother Threatened and 

Endangered Species and· other Species in Need of Conservation are dependent on the river and its 

tributaries. 


Besides dredging there are many problems that face the Kansas River. Among them: 

Pollution from both rural and urban source, Many of these are point sources. Others are non-point 

sources and 

Bacterial contamination threatens animals and humans that come in contact withthe water. 

Pesticide contamination, such as chlordane, enters the food chain and threatens human health 

through the consumption of fish from the river. 

Low oxygen levels caused excessive nutrients from agriculture and other sources cause stress of 

aquatic organisms and degrade water quality for human consumption and recreation through a 

process known as eutrophication. 

Bank erosion caused by mismanagement of riparian vegetation along the.river and dredging causes 

siltation and turbidity. 

Siltation caused by farm field erosion, dredging and urbanstormwatertunoff. 

Abnormal flows that do not correspond to normal seasonal fluctuations and that are being affected 

by agricultural consumption upstream. 

Visual blights caused by dumping of household trash, industrial dumping, dredging and poor 

regulations on bank stabilization. 

Weirs and dam.s that impoUnd,tb:e river and provide no portage or bypass for navigation or fish 

passage. 

Pu:blic Access is limiting the public's ability to use and understand'lheneed for river and water 

protection/conservation. 


A Physical Overlay of Dredging on the Kansas River 

The river reach from mile D 15 (the Missouri Riverto the Johnson/Count Water One weir) is slow­

moving water that is backed up from the Missouri River to the Johnson County Water District #1 
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( JCWD# 1) weir near Mitr~r~~k;;ffms rea¢b w"s he,.3,yiiy··dt~(j,ge,d pric>rto 1992.·andhad been; so badly 
degraded that JCWD#l hadto be bui,lt· a11dthen.re,pea!~ti~~ r~~aii;ed due to co11tinued riverped 
degradation. Thanksto.tl'le.datl'l · .~.tl9liebydt~"1girtg,~this.~e,a~hoft}le.riyeds a·steepbankedpool 
that backs up from t;h~;Iyfiss•(i) · .. ··.·...••..e,r. Un.~eRth~:'f~(iuq~~eX:~aoti9n:rates;ofthe 1992 Corps.' Plan this 
reach ·has .aggraded ~ santi is tra~spoFt~dfi19muP<stre~ ~clsettle~to the, l;)ottom under ~ese. lake­
like conditions .. The.;rixerbedi1l fl;lis.¥eac;hcgntai1ls DJ),O:t;efi11~:.silt thanAs .nat:U£altothe rest of the 
river. Sand bars and1Jslands l}tyve ~~~nrcemg¥e<I,; 'J.1hefishare,;,foaded w.ith chlordane. Much of.the 
recreational value of the river has been stripped by dredging andrelated factors. 

From mile 15 - 21 (the fO~flSQ~ (,;gun~'W~terQJ'le weiftoaonner· §prings) water .from JCWD#l' s 
weir backs up toBo~.nerSFrittgs(fro1llj~st1b~l9wI-435toK-7hwy}. Thisreach was also heavily 
dredged priorto·1992artdhad.filee11severe)ydegraded,Dueto•the)ake-likeconditionsandthe 
reduced sand extraction .'l:;l.tes;tfi1sr~.~c.h has~})~~nt?; aggradedilo~ever, the riverbed kn this area has a 
higher percentage of siltthan no11111:tl"Qµ~to<th~,tiredges that('.)perate itJ. the tipper extremity .of this 
reach. Areasdownstreamofsome~eqge:gperationsare.n;e~u:1y lQQpercent silt and silt..,sand. 

From about mile 21 to about mile Z5 (}lqnnerSprings to 1 1/2 nnle,downstream of Cedar Creek) 
there is a naturalroek fQnrrrationf:l\()l;Q river'Iaj.l~ 21:8~··· ~2.8. Thisr9~kformation creates·.~•. natural 
dam that has stabilized·.t]Jie:fi\lerpe~,µp§tre(!In.. \)Mc~ei;iting n;atµraJ.po()lthat··slowsthe cur1xmt.. velocity 
and allows the bedloadand sµs)}elt~edrsplidsJo ·set~fo, 'f}liszarea;hass1ightly aggradedsince.reduced 
extraction rates have beeni.mposed,que to the pool:h1g effe.ct lJ'f !kenatural rock dam J:>ut I suspect 
that, like the reach below it, the riverbed is becoming, or :m:ay become, unnaturally silted over. 

At about mile25.5 ~•~{fQ.5{ll/2Iajf~<.l?~I1s~eJt~ptBed.ar:9~~~k.t911/2.Iaj],e,s {:lqwµsµe,am pftlle 
confluence with the· Wakat'.Usa.ru;¥~1'~·the.rive~be<ihas d~gr~<;l.e~:beypnd.theJi;mits establishe!i·in the 
1992 Corps Plan. Thisisth~ reachthattheC~rpslrasclosed~pdtedgerelated riverbedgegra@ltion. 
This is the ·direct result ..oftl:redi:edge.at ;t):Iat•locatio11·thoqgh otlfor factqrs I13,1,ay a.Iso be.at•'\¥Orl<· 
Figures 4 and 5 shows,thatthe df:e(il:ge.location1;rcol.'fes.pondwiththe dt:~gradation, Downstream.of 
these dredges the substrate has been converted to silta11,dsand:silt 

From mile40.5 - 51..8 ·(1 U4 tni,les ~9W:µistre:ul1rof~e Fo;n.fluen,~ewit11t~e W~kart;Isa ~ver.up.. to 
Bowersock Dam in Lawrence) the riverhasaggracl~dinsome areas;]}eqa,u~e ~enny $ap_c1 ha§ not been 
extracting. sand from allofhis wefllli~ted sit~s• Mt. :BillPenn,y b_as,,at this time.~oved.his dredges off 
the river to pit mining operations offtlie river.Jcommend:Mr. Penny for th.is move, andlhope that he 
will feel the rewards•oHhe eJ:lvitoninentall re¢reationalandec()11omic benefits both for himselfand 
for his community. 

Frommile 51.8 to mik. 75Q"6owets.ock.l)atn<tp '..FdpekaJSfhere ~e n~.dteqges in this reach. Thus the 
upward movement of ri.verbeddegtadation pasrBowersockBaffiis·i~possib,Ie unless the river 
becomes·so. degraded<that the dam~o1lapses due.to theuridetlTiinin,g.th.at is.·already ta.king place at the 
base of that structure: The river is impounded by BowersockDam andJorms a lake for abput4 miles 
upstream. The .. dam.is.critical'to•the'<Wa~:&iI1~~~& f@r the Ci~y QfLawJ;:e;rrc~ .•and;the·La,.wrenc(( ppwer 
plant. If this structure were to·fail it would destabilize the river far upstream and downstream and 
would result in massive economic damages. 

.__ ~ ';_ --_·;~ 

Upstream of the dam anc;J. pow¢r plftf).ts. the.riv¢r:ts yi.Suallymµplt;as ·1t was •.. 100years.·ago e)(.cept
. . . ' 

where landowners have failed to.mailitainbtitonly athin belt.0ftreesbetween the .river and their 

http:plftf).ts
http:theuridetlTiinin,g.th.at
http:Downstream.of
http:oftl:redi:edge.at
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fields, where farm crops are fallingdntothe.river andwhere illegal dumping and inappropriate 0ank 
stabilization projects have left the 0anksdisfigured and trashy. 

From mile 75 to about mile 92 (the Topeka area} There are three permits up for renewal in this reach. 
The riverbed has not degraded further since the tonnage limits were imposedin 1992. This is because 
the slow water above the low:..head dams and weit:s in the Topeka area trap the bedloadand prevent 
the upward migration of channel degradation. Never the less, the substrate downstream of the dredges 
in this area has a higher percentage of silt and sand silt due to the discharges from dredgingactivities. 

From mile 92 to mile 171.Sffopeka to Junction City) There are no active dredging operations 
proposed at this time upstream of Topeka. The river is visually much as it was lOOyears ago except 
where landowners have failed to mai.flthln but only a thin belt of trees between the river and their 
fields, where farm crops are fa.Hing into the river and where illegal dumping and inappropriate bank 
stabilization projects have left the banks disfigured and trashy. There was a sand dredge operation in 
the Manhattan area but that closed down in the early 90's and moved off river. 

The Most Recent History and Studies ­
Since the late 1970' s every engineering study done by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (CORPS) 
has concluded that commercial sand and gravel dredging on the Kansas River is the primary cause of 
riverbed degradation on the Kansas River. These studies generally agree that other contributing 
factors may be at work, but that dredging is the primary and most significant cause of the river's 
degradation. Except for the Topeka area and the reaches downstream of Lawrence, most of riverbed 
upstream of Lawrence remains comparatively stable.It is no coincidence that the reaches of the river 
that have undergone severe i;lverbed degradation and channel widening are those reaches where the 
river has been heaVily dredged (Topeka and.d9wnstream of Lawrence). Regardless of other 
contributing factors and the degree to 'Vhic:;h,t~ey may or may not contribute to the degradation, 
. dredging has been established as the primar)1 cause of riverbed degradation and it is the one factor 

that has a practicable alternative. 

In 1990 the Corps established a "Regulatory Plan for Commercial Dredging Activities on the Kansas 
River" that, among other things, reduced tonnage extraction rates and separation distances from 
existing structures and river features such as side streams and natural ~ock dams. The. Co~s 
established a two-foot limit to further riverbed degradation, and established the baselme m 1992 
against which further degradation would be measured. If the riverbed in any 5-mile reach degraded 
beyond that two-foot barrier the dredging in that reach would be stopped. The purpose of the 1990 

Regulatory Plan, as stated in its introduction is ~uoted below. . ; . . . . . 
"This Regulatory Plan has been developed to aid the Kansa~ City iJ?i~~nct, Corps ofEngi~eers in its 
administration ofpennit applications for commercial dredg~ng acrivitzes on the Kansas River. The 
Plan is intended to limit the magnitude ofdredging-related ~mpacts to the morphol.ogy and ~cology of 

· . manmade structures located in and along the river; and to other public and pnvat.e 

~~;e~:s~;·s~ch as adjacent land, water, su?plie~and recreat~on. ~~~=~~~~{e~c;~ei~;:~~~ ~~~~~~bed1de radation (the tenn riverbed degradation reJers to owerzng OJ r • ) 

er!sion; ( c) channel widening; ( d) lowering ofwater s~iface(j)elev,at::n~ .m t~et~;~;:u~~~:/'i~;egrity 
lowen'ng ofthe water table elevations adjacent to the nver; a re uc wn in l if 

0
ofbridges, pipelines, jetties, dams, weirsand other manmade stro,aureJ; and ( s) a oss 

environmental values resulting from (a) through ( e). 

http:stable.It


The adverse.impact8'that"1;¢sult!fetJfliic~mt1f~rc~~l. dreqg~rt'fst~ctiyities areb,eing controlled by 
establishing a maximum aeceptabZ~rleveiillfjfi.imcxacttr'(''W(ax.ifmtrmtleeeptable le~el 'ofimpacts" ~s · 
defined for this Planas the max.i~~tr};Jevelofimp~etsdetenninedby the Kansas City District to be 
compatible. with the &:VerallpubUcWJt:teres,t inwil::Ved:y andby1providittgthe restrictions necessary .to 
keep impacts at or below,the.ae'ceptcfl:JleleveJ•/Fhe maximt11milevelofimpacts estabtishedfor 
purposes ofthis Plan is alevel.whieh:willdiave rinlyminoreffects,(!Fhe term "minor effects", asused 
in this plan,· is described asthose 1t!ffecM whithane notexpect-ed.to.have a.'Significant impact on 
nondredging concerns ·such as adjaeentlandownens and V.drtous;tmtities responsible for struetures 
located in and along the river, norwoUld those effects be expected to unduly impact environmental 
resources. ").·onthemrirpholo;gyarl!d,ecol@gyofthe:riverandonpulJUcandprivate·interests located 
in and along the river. 
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Part II. The Environmental Impacts ofDredgingonthe ·Kansas River 
A summary of the morphological, environmental and economic considerations is impottant to 
establish a baseline of agreement and understanding. A background document that the Corps should 
not find disagreement with is found on pages 2 - 26 of1990. "Final Regulatory Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement-Commercial Dredging Activities onthe Kansas River". Forthe 
sake of time I will initially quote only portions of that report to· establish an initial basis of common 
understanding and agreement. 
Historic Damage 

"Past commercial dredging activities on the river have had a severe impact on the river's 
morphology and ecology and on nondredging interests located in and along the river. Future 
dredging activities have a high potential to worsen existing problems and to extend dredging 
impacts into previously undisturbed reaches of the river." 

Only The Cessation ofDredging Will Stop the Damage 
"Nothing less than a total cessation ofdredging would be expected to entirely eliminate 
adverse impacts upstream ofriver mile 22. The sand transport rate in and out ofmost reaches 
ofthe river ... is approximately I: I. Those reaches of the river are essentially in equilibrium, 
since the quantity ofsand transported into the reach is approximately equal to the quantity 
transported out ofthe same reach." 

The Future of The River ifDredging is Allowed to Continue 
"In the winter of1986KCD determined that as little as 2 - 3 feed ojadditional riverbed 
degradation in the lower Kansas River and in the Topeka area would result in millions of 
dollars in economic losses to non-dredge concerns. Lower riverbed and water suiface 
elevations would increase: (a) bank erosion{loss ofproperty), (b) maintenance of land 
stabilization structures, (c) well field operating costs (lower elevations in the flood plain) ( d) 
water supply costs (where lower water suifaces elevations in the river inhibit the operation of 
water intakes), and(e) pipeline andbridgemaintenance." 

The Destruction on Biological Systems 
"Dredging is responsible for widespread destruction ofterrestrial and aquatic habitat by 
creating lake-like conditions that are not normal to the Kansas.River, by.depositing a blanket 
ofsilt on the riverbed in which native organisms cannot survive, and by the destruction of 
riparian habitatfor wildlife. " 

"Ecological Impacts resulting from commercial dredging activities on the Kansas River are 
essentially a function of changes in channel morphology and are mainly influenced by 
riverbed degradation, bank erosion and channel widening. The effects ofdredging activities 
on the ecofogy ofthe river and its adjacent land are not as weltunderstood as are the effects 
ofdredging on the morphology of the river channel. This is due to the difficulty in measuring 
the effects ofchanges in channel morphology on the myriad ofaquatic and terrestrial plant 
and animal species found in and along the river, and to the complex interrelationship ofthose 
species to one another and the theirphysical surroundings. Generally, the effects ofchanges 
in channel morphology on the biological community are closely related to the magnitude of 
channel change. Therefore, impacts on plants and animals." 

"Riverbed degradation has a high potential to impact the biological community. Lowering of 
the riverbed promotes bank erosion and channel widening which in turn impact aquatic and 
terrestrial plantand animals. Bed degradation may increase water depths and slow flow 
velocities as it has done in the reach of river downstream ofriver mile 22, and/or it may 



.·increase.flv";"~el:afdtiesrfJtst~~'atn'f!Jfl¥"(1eg·ra<l~d"reaG;n4fy(ncteasi~gthechannel's'gradient. 
Each,of·theseqJ~~sf~alJe,~f!l,n/gA~'tothe1riw~t~'1annel:·~ ahig/ipolential tod'mpaet·aquatic life. 
When, mvet11edrd?~f~~ ·· · ·· · · tJ,e¢!fen; sJow7~rn@vill,g water; it can result in rQ,pid 
siltation, wft~~hrsi'$p,,if:fc > > ... ·..·• •••.. ·.··• ·.. ·, tn~river~l9"sitb~t1titec. Ileeper, slowel'flows and silty 
substratemake·507ttJitiontA~tole1'4~l:edr:r/"'many,inilJ~~'flOUSNfi'ShaJid benthfr:.invertebrates, 
which allows a shift?te~life.tnore.typica/lty?adaptedtp:'lqke ..#ke conditions, Thisphenomenon is 
exemplifiedin the heavily dredged reaches ofrive downstream ofrive mite 22 {and now 
exemplifies the river in the entire Topeka area and from Kansas City to Lawrnnce),Dredging 
activities in thatretfleh have;deepened aitdwidened'the rive;.t~ flow .velo.cities have been 
substantiaUy 11eaucedcan~>filt·overliefi mitch·of•the···@n:e.·i!landy.••riverbed; ·.The shift1:from a 
relativelyshril:low;;:fast.flo,t11:fn~g-'san~yrbraided·chann?!lto·a·de'ep, sluggish)·si,lty·channel, with 
significantly reduced l:ialJitatitiversJty; t~caltered the'S.peci~s composition ofthe·fishery by 
reducing thenum;~eroffis~~P:eci:~s.~ndtheito{af~uliJ&'e[tlfifishtWhen.riverbeddegradation 
increases the ()Nann~ls:g~fif1ient·upfit:t~am~·?fa·degra~ed'teal!Jh, a less stable ckannel is 
farmed, .. The 'int;reasedgtadieitt•acc¢ferate~flow velrctcitieswhkhmay. resultin increased 
scour, ·bankf!,rosionyand rfhannel wiilen;i'n8·dJJaeh ofthesepbysical changes will in tum affect 
the biologit::alcommunity:R.iverb:ed.degradatio.n mn;y,~lowenwater surface elevations in the 
river channel which could lower the watertabte·in the;jl,~o~P:lainalvngthe river~Reduced 
water table eleva.tionscoul~l'i113'ttt~?iatJv~·rsely!impa~t1.-w,etlaii't!l~:in.the'jloodplain,JI'h:e 
magnitude of;uchimpr;r,ctsmoult!/.ae:pendt1:pen..fhe amount•ofaegradation intheriver and its 
affect on water tabfe el:evati:ons'in thejtoodplain. '' 

''Bank .erosion ha.sa hi:ghtf!.~terttitti'to itnpactthe!bivE<J!'g.icaFcomtnunity.·Bank erosion impacts 
aquatic ·Organisms ~y~iJ'rcrea~ing.sU~J?~~d~t!lsotids·concentrationsin the ·river which reduce 
light transmission and,increase·silttttion ..JiJrosionadvefselyfmpacts wildlife pepulations by 
destroying riparian· habitat,; StJ.me reaehes;;of·t/ie Ean'SasRivet have onl~ a.narrow band of 
uncleared land along.their banb and,.·when erosion 4e.Sttoy,s·thesefringe areas,, a larger 
number ofbirds, ·mammals/arid·hthef!4enrestrial animals lb's.eeritical. habitq,t; .When·this 
occurs;.· their pre'Sence aloitgthef:ive.r i:sdiminished:13ank·erosionmay alsm result·in channel 
widening. 11 

"Channel wideningalso hasa high eotentialto impaott~e biological community. Channel 
widening i's awrmluct'Qff·~Rn~~erosion;•andits. ejfeetS,CJnpla~tand<animal #je. are similar to 
the effects assoeiatedwith.,ri.verlledd~g,rctdatJ:on~eha~nelwiiJ:ening increases·the ·river's 
cross~section'(ll il'lf.eaand th~refete,,,nay.'redueeiflow:v~locitiesand increase siltation . .... '' 

Practicable AlternativesXE'Xist 
"The Simons, Li report cff:J,~86 estctbl:i:.She'8Jhatthere g.Pe '',adequate,· and equivalent sources 
ofthe same. g#ade!li.n<JquaUty 0Jfsan'dtt'tiailltb;le1 offtheriver.·· '' 

1While none of theabbve qu~te is,<necW i~fotn1ati.on'tQ t~e'.Corpslit" adds/to the weight ancl credibility of 
our other concerns an:<:lthecilmlit'lati1~effii).paG1!1that.all•ofthese·'Tactors arehaving orrthe overall long­
term biological integrity of the Ka:n.sa:s;R:iver. 

mailto:mitch�of�the���@n:e.�i!landy.��riverbed
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Mo:rphologkttl and Sedb.ncntation 

figur~ I (not ro,scal'c) 


Pigure L TIU! $kCJtth-above depit51.S·how•thedredger' s pit Se[>a:rntes rt1e heavier snnd from the.~ilt, 
di~char-ges the siltdownsLTemn .and ca11$c;s (he tiverl>ed downstream to be lllt.eted su that fish 
P<Jp11lations.!lnd ·otlrer aqm11ic erg11nisms are hJl!11Wd do\1'n$fteamoftll.e dr~dge. Although fi~h 
p0pufations wi'lltin the.dredge pii remainhi.gh, the overall.\>ffccl is that the fish,o.r:y i's dee~t~-d 
(Cross, 1982). 

In additioo to the dllpositiQn of silt ;md 8.ilt'sand on ttti;: riVerbed l:\Y the process shown ubnve, sand 
dtetlging operations digcJiarge silt Md silt.sartdfrom the J1md'l1ased,portilr(l of their operations. 'Iha 
discl:targe from these retum !:lows cause large.silt a'fid aHtRand deltas and\:ontribute drmnaticlll.ly m 
the h1yer ofii.It il!lil ti'ill-s.an.d'thal alters the ri11erbed. :irtd aquatic liabitat. 

figure 2 •. {)eft}The dredge 
tie'.it mile lb.2 tlep<lsited " 
:;ilt-&<1nd liar i11 1952. 

http:drmnaticlll.ly
http:remainhi.gh
http:ltnp;i.cc
http:�.1"1.11
http:t:cnJJpu.us:a.lS
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1'iia~'·;:J;e"~~,rthe .ay;:~rage. ·of\tfi'~.1~t)·'.Coµttot.· ·· 
,i~~s were locations.loeated at miles 

.·~~\fuact 2·5, itr ., e's©fthe river that were upstream of 

. <Ul¥.dr¢ttgitJ;g+,··. .· ~~~~J}l~.~~~ch~.et}V~.en mile 23 
and Topeka hadnev'e~ibeeru·dreciged; . . . 

198(1 

Fi'g1'J]i~1gl. (l~f~).,Cle~fgtsd)redge Study.·Site 1at mite 21.3 
·:;~i'f~' ··· ,, ,Glreqgedfor only one year 

•··.·..·.·•. ··· i,t~:&ne~ .. <· . ~top s~t of charts is from the 
·trartsed~'AA©Xf: ·• meters u;f>stream of the dredge. The 
b~ttorn ·charts?ar€!:fr9m.the transects...400 '."7·500 meters 
'd6wnst~am, 'Fhis dredge was locatecli;in··;;·area that:is 

if~~ sand quiC,~&\i~~~HP~#ed .. 
tnbble and sil'trThe· 
"' '. •·also rapidly'1diJs:ifi.g·sattff and· 

w~~;heing,e(J torubole and silt. Fish 
w.(jpulations .at~ 'decimated downstream ofdredges 
where thenonnat sediment layers are buried under 
layers of silt. 

..····· il!l'.i~lf~ 'iit}11ilel?i .te.~g~ .S:wcl.Y ~it~ 2at Illile. 
J',51) .,..,,-­ . G~~i!;yi'~~~~~c '. · }'.•~.It' ,;:,/'·. . ,edj~tely u~streap1.0L nie'/
( "!i' .,~9~\'\~~!)J;,,~ . .·.....•...·····.·•. ........·miae sluggish \Mater ~rapl),ed 
I ,. 1J•>1'1~~~~~~f:~~·t~~!~,.~~?:~tr~ignJ~~els .CJ>,ftsyaitE;y~~·• ;·i 

depos1tton;·Thy nverbed upstream was converted 
largely to sat while the downstream area became 

.··Y~i@0,o/q §ilt. 

19110,:•• 1981 

current, 
The lower 

·,ar.Tl:le 
,i§~tfiiifes 

;relocating the dredge 

http:u~streap1.0L
http:J}l~.~~~ch~.et}V~.en
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DISTANCE IN 100 FEEi 

- 20 NOii !14 • 76!1<;FS •. 
---- 24 0£C 11) • 2000 CFS 
-­ 16 MAR 77 • 1000 CFS 

KANSAS RIVER 
x;sec RANGE 8 
MILE 13.68 
LOOKING DOWNSTREAM 

Figure 7 above depicts somewhat typical riverbed degradation and channel wideninginthe most 
heavily dredged segments ofthe river. The riverbed in the.dredged areas of the river degraded 10-15 
feet in the short period between 1960- 1976. In this same period the channel in these areas increased 
in width by an average of 25% and as much as 350 feet (Cross). This does notinclude the degradation 
that occurred prior to that time or sinc.e that time. As the riverbed is lowered, surface and groundwater 
levels are lowered. This has an effect on wetlands in the floodplain and mud flats, in channel 
wetlands, vegetated islands or side stream incisiqn, and groundwater. In some areas, especially 
upstream of weirs and dams, the dredged areascbecome more like lakes that are filled with silt. 
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Figure 8 depicts the degradation oftheriverb~dl}et~ee~J992and 1999. The darkened areas are the 
segments where degradation had exeeededpermittedlirtj"its as ofl999<(as established by the USAGE). Notice 
the distinct increase in the degradationbetween Pig 8 and Fig 9 (1999·2001). 
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Figure 9 depicts the degradation of the riverbed between 1992 and 2001. The darkened areas are the 
segmentswhere degradation tra:d exceecled permitted limits as.of 2001 (as· established by the CORPS). Notice 
the distinct increase in t~e degradation between 8 and Fig 9 (1999-2001). 
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Contaminated Sediments 
The Kansas River is contaritl~ate&1~fth.cll1~rdan~. The Kansas Departmentof He~~~'"and 
Environment has a fish consttrnption ,~d:visot~jneffect. Pregnant women and chi lclren are not 

1

supposed to eat. anyof,thefisn;)ian~lle~tli~aelults are suppq~~d to.eat noirl;pre th:an.12 ounces per 
year and not more th,an ~·ounces·per month, yet~ome faini11~susethis c~~.t~nated fish as a 
significant part oftl"leirJ_Jrotein srnarce.lam co~c;tme~thatcJliedging may ·~~ntributeto chlordane 
problems in the Kansas~~Riverby raising the chlordarielevels~ that aquatic 9rganisms ·are exposed to 
and thus increasingthisfchenrical's concenttaticmin the foodcha.inandihthe human diet. 

Chlordane attachesitse!Wto the smallests?il,~llrtic;Ies sJ.lch a~cla¥'Md silt and can remain toxic for 
decades. The Kansas R~,Yer substrat~is•. ab~ut85% course m::tteijfil that the chlordane cannot bond to. 
But in the dredged a.re~s. the substr~te ~as been Cl$sturbed an~f}1"lef silts ~av~ beenbrought to the 
surface and re.,deposite~o~1the:.~~~pe for II1~fet~an 60.)'ef\l'sin sbme areas. This redeposit and 
concentration of .·fin~ II1~tefilal.;cp~~~ri~ng cli~~rd~~coul~·~e~BontrybHtin~t(). ~. hig~er chl.ordane 
contamination proble1U·llo,~ilsti-e~.~-faredg!l'lg ~ctiviti~s, Lpp not,.~tate thatateCiging causes 
chlordane contamination, 6f11)' thatt~s~ryg.~~Ql.ll~JJe·~9net~+e~taoli~~W.~~t~er1arela~onship.exists or 
not. Although sometestitig:was d~~¢\int~ · 80}s·t~e;c~~.~ti11~·.Ir1~thp~~for cft.l()rdane and other 
contaminants in. sedi:tl1~,t~~s ~hai;i:~e~.ar. ••• .... 'I'he~e\¥ groc~dures·fo~nd inEPA/CORPS. 
1998 "Evaluation of+Jredg~dNratefi~~l,'op· .... ·..·.. . Dischar~ein.Watersofthe.U.S ... -Testing 
Manual. EPA *823-B-98-.004'\\lashiilgt~n, 1'.i)C: °'?IlUI1011l?'refeJ;red>t()asthe "lnlandTesting Manual" 
are a far more accurate·n:teasl}fetl1e~skt()~n~andoftheriskoltoxinsto .• benthicorganisms and the 1
food cha.in. Prior metho~Jor secJi1UeJl.ttesting Wett} d.rcun~tiqally less accur~te., The new procedures 
in the Inland TestingMa111,u~ ~ · · · l:ltl:i~~tY;()fsecti.on ~04 bf the CWA and the 

1Corps is REQUIRE!) by;4~·~ ;: . {. ·. g~~~ur~s, tJ~til. t~e newtesting procedures 
confirm that the silta~.~i·~and~s~1lt . •>. • >. e~gl.1I~~~ no~ contributing to chlordane 
contamination in fish:r¢d.~aFr~~l . ~not'l:tllo:w·ror tlie;c0ntinuation of dredging. 

Weirs that are builtasa.re·stUfo ••id~~~~:~~gl!at'l:ati()l\l'·~f~at~r1evels·act;as.a.blockadeto.fish 
and other aquatic organisms. 'Flie: gl[s·'I>epartment:ofWild1lfe;andPark:s, in their response to three 
proposed :weir alternatives atthe Sunflower Plant said; 

"We consider·allthree alternatives proposed to be an impactlevel3, meaning·theproject as it 
is currently designed shouldnot be implemented and sdme alternate approach should be 

http:l:ltl:i~~tY;()fsecti.on
http:hai;i:~e~.ar
http:th:an.12


co11.~idered. Th!! K'anJa$ River is·desfgr.iq.teef, c~iiiaal lwbitarfo.r uveral suue,/(ederat u.~te1l 
threatened and endangei-ed species including the St14rgerm Chub (iYJacrhybopsi.~ n.ieeld), 
Flathead Chub (Platygobio gracilis), BaldE;agle (Haliaeetus leucocep1111J.us), L.ea.~t'Tem 
(Ster:na antiliarum) and Pipi:n,g P.lcrver. (Charadri14,v melo.du~J. Lo.w~head webw can haw 
sevcral.11egmi11e effects o.r1o1mtl.ve riverine species and r.iverfimcti!m inclt,ding blockingfi.~h 
mfgtat ions, di.~rnpt.ing ffte trw1.1por f! ofa.lluviahnaf.erial.~ leadi11g ta cflam11tl·in«rdbillty 'and 
1w.,t;m1mting daw11~1reameroJion.. '1114 inc:reoses in ihe formµtion .ofpo.al hnbitat.fh<zreb;.> 
alJeting the natural cham1el.conditi.~ms cmd li?.ading to ii1~asi.on .offi.~h .f[1ede~..more adapted 
Iii. poo/.:atmditions. in addition,'nesting habitat..f;or avian specieswould be ltm f1y the 
fonnation ofa backwaterpoof. 

Because the pr(Jjeel invollle!Npotential impact to a state 'listed t/treaumed &r e11tla1Jgered 
.~pecies..a11(1Jor Its de-sis;1iated·cdtical"habi1111; a separate action pe111nit is ne.ededfrorn 1.mr 
agency lf) be in co11rplia11ce with·regulmim1s pursuant to·the K.ar~m,1../No11gqtne and 
Endangered Specie~ Con8ervatio11 ,Ar,;t. A copy ofthi.v1'etterimd per:mit qpJJli.cation 
i1~(ornwtfo11 liavl! hee,njonvarded 10 rite.project sponsw. Weo{l/i'k thaui(l ml,ier necessary 
pennit.f be held in abeyance until conditions necessary to proie~ ihrequ:1uul ail4 endmigered 
.ipeci.es" 

Although I hav~ ·not bun pr1\0' to the,negotlations I hav~ read tliat lhe~:ha,ve been discusSi!!>ns 
between the Karisas Department of-INi!cl.life and Pru-ks and the Corps·afl!i•t.he USF.'i!IS t!ral the paUitl 
sturgeon is being considered.for rcintrodoction to.the. Kapsas River as .part.of the-Mi.ssouri Ri.ver 

....-rrlllfta'germirttplan'S1at'eSUlt of€P.A.'~ ':Mi.ssouri River Biologic;i:I Qpit'!io11" puolis'he<l.ln ZOOO..I don't 
...-i..-~.,... l\91'2!'Pf~~. ·~WI\~~-~ 
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sturgeon to the Kat1.sas'1Rivef1has·'aHnuohoite>afile:ihand>impc.irtantimplication'than:the interests of sand 
companies pocketbooks: 

The native range ofthe :ndan~~l'ec:l~~llid~tl.1rgeonincludes·th~Kansa~ River. Although the Johnson 
County weir at Mill Creekan~ ~o~~rs~ckDarnil'lLawrencehave blocked normal the passage of this 
endangered species.toits historic b)~oitat;•thehabit~tofth~:paHidsturgeon still includes the Kansas 

1

River. Dredging is ~egyading"this til;lbitat, The pa,tlid ·sturgeon prefers fast moving sandy bottomed 
rivers such as the Kansas Rivel! as>itexisted·prior to the widening and• siltation caused by dredging. 
The pallid sturgeon is alsoiirnpairecl.1becal!rs·e itsi©od suppliesrother fish speeies, have ·been 
diminished by dredging-"related activities (Cross 1982) 

Other· threatened andendatrgetedspecies such' as·the piping wlover•and least tern require high, well­
scoured sandbars. for·~estin;g·. Althe~gh theCQ~.S claimsthat·dredging does not directly remove 
sandbars ·and •merits·so111e·basisin logic; historic 00ritpafisons·prtwethatthe dredged reaches have 
fewer sandbars thanthey once did;.1Infact sandbars .in·theteaches of the river with the longest history 
of dredging are havevetyfewsandbatsandnone·suitablefotpipil1gpl0vers6rleast tems. 

No study has been perlormed to examine the impacts of dredging on the avian popufati.anin general. 
The Kansas River is holfie tonotj~stt~e T~~ species andS~Clist~d above, but numerous other 
birdS· that···rely.on the1~P~fil1Yaie:a,s~:sa!db~s, Ifiu~cflats, s~all\1),ws,.•afl'41 1Jools:for.·their habitat. The 
river is also onthe ~yway'of m_an¥0the~•species, i~elueling some <Jf~e·species listed above, plus 
migratory shorebirds.an.itwateffoWit ~hes~;birds:a:e neg~ti-yel~ifilJ>actedby.sand·dredging;·their 
habitat is modified; their~oo<i s6Urees1ate teduce~Lan~ contaminated,··. and their nesting>cites are lost. 
The impacts on these speci~s1a!fetNhe. birds as1 well as recreation and tourism and are a sign that the 
river's entire ecological systemis.}:)eirrg.thrownmJlofbalarice. 

The nega~~ve ... effectsgfar~C!fgj~g,fill~ ¢:1B sJ1~t1~i~~~hi~#y~lly~~sol.1n~ alteration ofKansas River's 
natural hfgh sprb,1,?a~a.;1.~~:;$ '· ·.: .···· ~c~trlhi1'1}~~toc~~se ~P~iµ1P~1Jtlentof~es~ng habitat 
for threatened anfil~e4~~JX~~ · · ~l~"'er ~~1~astte1!.1W1~se impacts must be 
added to the ."totali <>····,.·. > f#~~§t%'(. ·;.··•<·.·.·.· •.•c• i1softl1eisanµti~s areli11],{edto bothdredging 
and artificial flows ~~·t~~~~~~~e ~~~ef!~e£s~~~(\1Wt~g furt~e,rc9~triDute~ to t~e effects ofmodified 
flows and cannot ·he is&1a~~~ilrf(;j:''t~t;Y~Ot?.1ity ~fil,llPa~ts. ThAt.fygalityofthe(itedgeindustry's 
contribution to the totaiityo"t:ltlip.p~:t$wilfb~a((i'dressednearthe. end ofthis document. 

Mainstream degradationi1l,i:~e~~~d~~~·(~~~~es'lla~. su§p.ende.~~the rn?uth of s?rne si~e· streams,· such 
as Little Kaw Creek ~~·l~·f:g:jJ·~~~ri6w:~~ij . · · · ·li~~le~2o:~?;1';1'~nstream 4egradation has 
limited tlle a9ces~ibi~}~f. · · · · · '.ps·t~. · ·· · · · .. ig~iflows.Siltde,posits 
duringhighmai11~~e~~ ...• • • sfotmtha(furthercblock 
fish and navigationfai~ciss~t~.~ 

Dredging chU$eS'1b~~~~~<ln{ecoveredwn¥~ili
natural .. riverbed caus~s a;1lpss ~~;~e,rri~~r's biological int~ •· ·g~bis1n:stb.atar~ native to 
the normallysandy.sq~str'!eeau11~t'·:s\lrvive as ·layerup~ ·• ~~iit~~~~!J~S,ite~ontheriverhed. 
Fishpopulations areaeciIJ;ta~.e~ .~~ otheraqu~ti~ a11dte······ ·••······. .T.·i·• ~ant~rns·.tlf~ti:lepen<fonthe sandy 
shallows and.·organisrns·are·¢iilnin<J.te,d or•re(!lue.ediiilrfylfi:Tuer.antf fie~Ith.. 

http:sJ1~t1~i~~~hi~#y~lly~~sol.1n
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Degradation of the riverbed has changed (and will continue to changeif dredging continues) the 
gradient of the river upstream. The higher gradient causes faster current velocities·andhigher riverbed 
and bank erosion rates. Alternately, the deeper pools in and around the actual dredge pit and upstream 
of weirs that were built due to dredging will trap fine sedimentcausing a negative impact on the 
chemical, physical and biological integrity of the aquatic environment. 

The degradation ofthe riverbed causes a lowering of water levels in the river and the soil. This effects 
wetlands, mud flats, side streams and every interrelated organism in and along the river. I do not 
claim that sand dredging is the only cause of riverbed degradation, but I agree with the repeated 
statements of the Corps and all of their engineering studies that "dredging is the primary cause of 
riverbed degradation in the Kansas River". 

In a letter dated August 13, 1989the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks commented on a draft 
of the Corps' EIS. In that letter KDWP states, and I agree, 

"The (Corps) EIS is misleading not because it misquotes Dr. Cross' report or because his 
research is flawed, but rather because oftaking his conclusion of increased habitat diversity 
resulting in increased.fish species richness out ofcontext when applying it to your preferred 
management alternative. 11 In that letter KDWP also said, "When evaluating aquatic ecosystem 
impacts, especially in the lower reaches of the Kansas River, losses to obligate stream­
dwelling species should not be simply balanced by gains to reservoir-tolerant species". 

We concur. Further, the Regulatory Plan does not recognize the importance of maintaining the native 
species and habitat and has given no value at all to the importance of restoring or protecting side 
streams and their associated fish and wildlife from the effects dredging has on them. Under the CW A 
the Corps is required to do much more than to "minimize impacts" and set up plans that "allow 
acceptable levels" of damage to the environment. The legal aspect of these responsibilities will be 
discussed near the end of this document. 

Simon, Li and Associates (1985) report made recommendations for the amount of sand and gravel 
which may be dredged from a reach of the river on a given level of impact. The level of impact is 
based solely upon the amount of riverbed degradation that was projected to occur due to the removal 
of specific amounts of sand and gravel. The Simon, Li and Associates report provided no estimates 
on the adverse effects on the biological community. Further, the scope of the Simon, Li and 
Associates report was limited to the reach below rivermile 22. This is not satisfactory information 
considering the scope and breadth of the dredging industry today. The only information that the 
Corps has relative to the impacts of dredging to the biological community on the Kansas River are 
from the data and warnings from Dr. Cross (1982) yet that information was not significantly factored 
into the Regulatory Plan. 

None of the studies conducted by the Corps provided significant (if any) information about the 
impacts of dredging on wetland areas. The lowering of the water table in the alluvium and the 
decreased frequency of overbank flows resulting from the lowered bed elevations associated with 
dredging must have an adverse impact to these wetland areas. The lowering of the riverbed also 
isolates and incises streams. This may have affects on their associated wetlands. On September 26, 
1989 the EPA told the Corps that they (the Corps) should study these impacts and to create an 
inventory of wetlands and to include the resulting information in an EIS prior to adopting a regulatory 
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plan, but thiis was .rte;Ver~tlone13a.nti,1lfstiad remains aJNt©~atlorroftheCorps' :responsibilities ofSeetion 
404(b)(l) oftheCWA: 

In··a letter from EPAtocthe Q'.OEJJ$'1d~t~dtilRe~l1l;l~''Z; 1.9$61~}>~terfundedtheCows·thattheir.EIS 
should also containprovisions1fl.J)r,full1mit~gationofanyirnpacts'wh~(;h'occur. Yet,theRegulatory 
Plan under which the Cows and the dredgers have been ope1mting has provided little, if any, 
mitigation for the impacts of.1dredging as definedin. 40 C:FR232 and as required by the CWA. 



- . 
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Pa.rt Ill R:ecreat1onal Cu'!u•erns Felel'an:t to dredging 

- The ecological system~. oor ec1ll'IO,m)!,~.tmr q11a1i,t:y.of life. arid O!JT culture'l'(~ds '!D\ISI be, viewed as a 
whole.Lo ·untlet-stand tile totat..ia1iiulariVO'·ct9sts 'Of:dredgiu.g<to water quality.; to .the ·n:ver and' 
envfronmcnt and·i0 o.µr ·~1~1o/. · · ' : 

'I he Kansas R!:v¢r Is nhl ~1r(}.ciN~I'. rorrof1g,o:i;;ny wher!)' Kansans•.cai1 ·gjil .{Q'.i'.ccreate:Jl .is llot.O(fe airio11g 
many potentiai:sourees ef Wat~ fot·'.om h~man an411atoral'>!t6mmitni1ies. Jtds•certai11ly imt a,placc 
where the•cows o~ Eflginecrs slrould~ DJC.~sUiin~..11\e'<econoll1i'c aii1'a:nlage 'f~ lin i/ldu&tfy against the 
ti.ver's.fong-teilll benefit to out'fo[\1ri3. qr'il,lllki:t.ig ooa·s·orr wlieti)etclosing,a·smpU segnient of tlic·iiver 
WiH be eno\ig!. tn.en\1,f:lieJ~mg l}!stciry iif·a.amagr.d:he:,Cfrec(ging lbdustl')I h~done·t.Q (i)e t fV!!f. 

ao!h nuw and it~lhe f.iitt~:e, th~~ll&,'18.·1¥~~ t},~c}fis'J.~iYgliln,dy uniqil~1iyct"~i.o·s1~tcm·upon . 
which many :tens ofmtUtol;JS.Qf.,~oP,l~ w11hefy ~n~'ll;P)>n wJuiJMhc ec&fo.g1c1!J11n1;Bgt(\)':'of:the region 
depends. · · 

The .Kansas River is one ofbn,ly; tfueo ti'vers.io the .e:ntire suu.e: that out.state.1\as;desigm\te\l us 
"navigaelc". Those th~ee· rlvers afe'i'he.Misso.w:i, lh.~~6irkansos ancN!lel{aosas.lti'vers.. Without the 
"nitvigable" designation the other'Strcams in 'the state are i11eg',.i to £ll'lll!L, swim·or fisJ1.withotlt 
permission from eYery landli>wner on both side§. 

More tban 40% of the 'State's po1,uJ11tion'livcs ·in th~ 10 counties that .b.order the Kun~as.'l~iver. T'he 
river passes within· an hour's dr~ve o:t1 more tlioo 50%.of.tlie stata.'s pqpulation m1tl within an hour·~ 
drivc of' roughly anotlicr J1000iOOIJ1p'eQplc·on t ho other side.of the MiSsquri •state ·Hne. Breausoof the 
prn1duti.ty nC' t)ui' people and Oie po\\fftr Qf.tlte riv~r"s·l;>ea(lty, lhe.Karisa~ R'iver is potllli\iall y tbe:best 
rtGtcational,resoutce in the state: By some acconms, lt i.s alsti the state's''lliosr hnportillit 'fishery and 
.... : .., .... ,.,.,.., fl,t\1M\ ' 

In "' le.;'$· than a d()cade. Nearly 400 peopiepartic1patoa.m me we~11.e111,, utw.1•i; ~"""" -~-, -· 

http:prn1duti.ty
http:ti'vers.io
http:qr'il,lllki:t.ig
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http:gjil.{Q'.i'.ccreate:Jl.is
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Figure 12 The Kansas River is the 
heritage of every man, woman and 
child. This generation, like all 
generations own the Kansas River. It 
shouldnotbe forsaleto.sand 
drecl.gers,}lOrisit availal}leas a 
waste disposalsite for the 
construction and demolition 
industry's concrete rubble. 

Figure 13. · Upstteam·of dredge 
operations the riverbanks become 
unstable due to head cutting. 
Landowners negligently have used 
cdncrete rubble,junkcars and 
similar eyesores toistahilize·.·the 
shoreline. These activities, and 
dredging sites themselves, are a 
visual blight oh the. river.The bank 
destabilization and the control over 
bank stabilization· materials are 
within the regulatory responsibility 
of the Corps. 

Figure 14, to the left, shows a nice 
camping area on one of the sandbars 
in an undredged part of the river. 
Noticethatt~e riparian: vegetation on 
both sides ofthe riverisin,good 
conditibn: an:d the banks are neither 
steepnor unstable. 
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In aletterdatedSeptember.12, 1995 from the U.S. FishandWildlifeService to the Corps in 
opposition to a proposed new sand dredge operation between Lawrence and Topeka; In that letter the 
USF&WS discussed dredge related impacts that have negative influences on the river's eligibility as a 
National Scenic Riverand their concerns for threatened and endangered.species. 

"Documented physical and biological effects of in-stream sand and gravel dredging irz North 
American rivers and streams include accelerated channel degradation and steambank 
erosion. Accelerated erosion means changes in steam substrate material, water quality, and 
temperature, as well as changes in aquatic plants and invertebrate organisms. These changes 
directly and indirectly affectfishcommunities by eliminatingor altering thefood supply, 
spawning beds, and nursery habitats. ln addition, terresttialplant communities along the 
river and steams are changed directly through loss of trees and shrubs during erosion of river 
banks, and indirectly by the lowering ofwater tables. Loss ofriparian plant communities 
affect wildlife by removing habitat which they require for food, cover, breeding, and dispersal 
(studies in "Impacts ofIn-Stream Sand and Gravel Mining on Stream Habitat and Fish 
Communities, Including a Survey on the Big Bib River, MarathonCounty, Wisconsin" P. 
Kanehl and J. Lyons, Wisconsin Department ofNatural Resources, 1992). 11 

" ... There are. only three rivers in the State that are accessible tothepublic for recreational 
purposes, the Missouri; the Arkansas, and the Kansas. The lower reach oftheKansas River, 
from the confluence with the Missouri River to about 30 miles upstream, has been severely 
impacted bysand dredgingwhich has taken place during the last 50 - 75 years. The impacts 
include severe channel degradation ( 8 - 15foot deepening of the river channel), bankerosion 
(up to 150feet in some locations), initiation ofheadcutting, and changes inthe river bottom 
from course sand to silty deposits. Changes in the river channel have cau~ed changes in the 
fish communities and loss ofriparian habitats (Analysis ofChannel Degradation and Bank 
Erosion in the LowerKansas River" Simons, Li, and Associates, U.S. Army Engineer District, 
Kansas City, 1984; "Report on the Impacts ofCommercial Dredging on the Fishery ofthe 
Lower. Kansas River, Cross, F., et al., U.S. Anny Engineer District, Kansas City, 1982)." 

" ... ln··l982,. the NationalParkSe111ice placed the Kansas River.from the colifluence ofthe 
Delaware to 1-635.in the National Riverslnventory. TheKansasRiverqualifiedfor this 
inventory because ofits outstanding scenic .and recreationalvalues, as well as its fish and 
wildlife resources.· As evidence ofrecreational us,· there are several boatramps developed by 
theKansasDepartmentofWildlife andParks along the River, a riverfrontpark at Lawrence, 
Kansas,·and the Kaw River Hiking Trail adjacent to the River. 

" ... The sturgeon chub, a State threatened species, occurs on the Kansas River, in areas at 
heads ofislands or exposed sand bar& Other state listed species include the western silvery 
minnow andthe plains minnow." 

"The Kansas River provides importantwateifowl and shorebird resting, feeding, and staging 
areas during migration. In the spring and summer, sandbars and islands form protected 
feeding and nesting sitesfor Canada geese and shorebirds. Streambanks provide habitat for 
swallows, beltedkingfishers, and otha bird species as well as beaver andmuskrat. The 
riparian plant communities consist ofnative tree species like cottonwood, willow, sycamore, 
American elm, andmaple, along with shrubby and herbaceous species. These riparian areas 

http:1-635.in
http:aletterdatedSeptember.12
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providefoodand coverJ@rinfa/ny:neot:toj:/,iealmigranibirds, .andwinterittg habitatfor the· bald 
eagle." 

<------- '": ' 

White-.tail deer, ra~c()(Jns,·iani:lotk~rYwiltlZ1ifealsous~ripanianhabitats, Linear.corridors'of 
habitat,. sucht1rs.that:found;·:ttlo~g·tlft:•KanS~s Riv~r, gZlow1animalr•Pto disperse throughout their 
ranges, preventing:'gf}netic:isoiatian anif;all@w.irig the reestablishment ofpopulations in areas 
where wildlife may::Jitwe 1Heen:r efiminated.''1 

Dredging .woufllidirectf,yani114nilinectl;ytlaniage.aquatic··an'dterrestrialhabitatsfor fish and 
wildlife•.·.Dr:~dging·}V@uli11<Jl~b14:ntpairi:tfte·r1.~ality·oft~e recreationahexperience by physically 
alteringthe~e.e~iefi,e;'(J/!~ty.<if'¥he,riV.er,fthe 1iJJailhinr!ry1.wouldpresent1'a··large,.in-stream 
obstacle, ani:J,th:eseJ1enitywC'Juldrhe;disturbed·by machinery noise.'' 

Beoauseofihe #atural restittiee and"reO~etltienal'vafues ofthe Kansas River, ;the Fish and 
Wildlife Service,atuJ:theNativnalPark:Serviee have recommended that pennits to dredge in 
the Kansas Rfverbe denied, 

We concur and·add'thatthatsincetltls reFort was w·.ritteri there are now· 13 points for public 
access on·ilie··1'fansasRiver··thatare'eitb:erin·pface .. orin·vari011sstages•of.development at this 
time. (KawPoint,·Nels()~·Isl~d, ~e~r°Cr~ektEu~ora,twoinLa\¥rence, ·Le€ompton, Perry, 
Topeka, St George,.·;M~hattal}}~~o~~Ril~~y·ifun~tion ~ityi'l1h6l~e· are.·also· at:least•four other 
communities,that areint~re~~qd.n,p~a11§·:f0rpublie'~ve:ac~ess on:the river.as•·well (Banner 
Springs,.DeSoto;a.secondlocatio~·ifi•Top~ka;:arui\W~ego7; 'fheipUblic's interest in 
recreation·· onthe1KansasRiverhas virtt:1ally eX:ploded•il'ltthe•iastthree years). 

Quotingfrom the Kansas De!)attnt;eriiof1~~ldiife·and Parks' fetter dated August .• 13, 1989: 
"The economic al'.lalysis·in·t!t~1J,18aiuJ the·Regulator.yBlawfotuses.onthe. costs· of 
construction in the Kai1sas€1:ity area:; theecon@mic itnpact ti!fthe :sand: dreag.ing,}industry to 
local commu,nitieswlthitsj()bs.a,n.dtaxespaid, a?dce~fstonondredging entities due to losses 
from damage to;:r:~nrrwJ.~e,~t~~~ure~:;Jf!~tet;sitppZies;an'd;lan,daajacenttothe·river.. Since the 
KansasRiver1isNon~ro,f~(in~y;!ftree·~~~iie\1i~'erS'"irt"cthe·$f/atefb/If.ansasandunlike.the.Arkansas 
River, has waterf@ritsientireco~ts~,·w~iWeelt~e,valu(!'~jthe'Kansa1S·Riverasapublic 
recreationaf..··res~urce.has,bee:1i 1ba~.icdtly~verlodked:inihisreport.. Byallowingthe highest 
quality· constructionsand, aecordingto tnis11eport; t?:fje dredged.at@ne·.ofthe nation's lowest 
prices, the State ofKansas·is':basically·givzng awayone'pu8lic res ounce, the Kaw River sand, 
at the expense ofseveralothers including public recreation". 

We could not concurmQreft1Myr¥etinthe Co~s.·repl)';to. KEl'WP's .concern the Corps wrote, "We 
recognize that the Kansas DepartmentofWitdlife andPt.itksha:s·the.resp.on.Sibility to protect the 
natural resources of the state ofKansas. However, noinformationis readily available to indicate that 
recreation has been· severely:itnpadtedWith the eris.ting ;dretlgittg·operations orwi!Z be in the future 
under the proposed Regulatory Plan'''. 

We disagree with the'Corps oil,fueir~ssumptiontnat sucltirtfoffi1ati0n must ~e 11readily available". I 
also must point out that itisn't t981Janymore: Wnenature~ eondition and•econ:0mics ofriver recreation 
is entirely different than:it.wastn 1~89 and itdeservesmoreth.atl 'a "'iz0tl::venient" dismissal by the 
Corps. 

i/ 
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Tn 1996 the state legislatU{e authoFized.the "Kansas Ri vec Reer.eatioll Study" wliich was completed 
and presented to the legislature oil .January 12, 19.97. This study ·coJJduded lhac: 
The Kansas Riveds an tmderoeveloped and underutilized state recreational re.source; 
The state has no other, sueanrreere-1\ioui:esour-ce ti~ .this type 
Re\;reation on the Kansas River ha.~ a direct economic benefit of uem:Iy;3 milHcm dollars per year (we 

·~..a~tic ];\ndq-estima:te of the river's potential economic draw 1.o ri.ver communities 

I 

I 

I 
I 

... : 
:· :: . . . ,., 



Neither mcrcationist~ nor liui.dti.wner~11eed or want h'i,g~cy dcve!.apedlilld eos.ll'y i~ftastmc.turO!\i 
Tlte primwy need ·is!fObnbn•m\'ltf111iZ~i'Hibitiliigjb.cli~ffks sQei1Jis. c·IJll{ileing-; k~yal(mg, :raftfrig, etc, and 
continuous seginents~ftlteri'\i'er tlta~~1h1ked'to~l.tref.b)i''P.tit6ic acec~& anci fhat •arc.frJ:le of 
co'rmncrcial opcrnti'.ons~ . . " . . ". . ' 
Increased access is· a be~t to lal'!dowMers•.d1JC•tlil'recluct!oa'i1J. tlie'ru!ed for !;tossing.€if.p.ri:v-ate 
pro·pcrty., and':J>.atking issues:" 

'Fhe sttidy recoimuended that the'JCm)sas D.pparlment of Wildlife. should imp~ctnettt tlli!Kruis.as .River 
Acr.esS' :Pfarr 11t1d ·Par.ti$ as.a-miulmun;i._levcl '.fi)t;,~ccess dov6;lop:tnc;:11~111itd·.De·.tneludedfori.funtlm_g in the 
Kansas Water ryan:Th'Js\¥Vul~~fillii'ii;1! ,~ ;p1.#lfr wae~ss'roug'hf)! evef!J in miles.1fho.,plaR h;as never 
becti aUopt<;:d offt~i:il;J,iqli.( t~6;aea~s~=liavcv6-Ben 11tiilt·._tir~ b.ei'.ef&'b.tiiJl..,~r,·gaj,ajJ?,~s,igf(i~foaoo, · 
~.nientl)m for'.de¥~l~R~~~~~,~ttr,~..,.~lll~~~ S~Wn_g~lle~fQ)1'eS~ppton. I?lttty;'Popek-a, 
W:1tt1e.{¥1, ~t.~0~gll_,~Jl ~!~~tl (~~-~l*Wti:l~~·~t' tl:ris ~~~nd1o'tfim;:pu~!ic~~cce~!'POIDtl> ate• 
13c~~ co1111Jllle'r.ec! e1si;~lic1%1iJ'Y tl1:cl'!li!\lof'~1fs·?~¥.o~~~fi~f,-:)!e~~t~'S and lo!lal .Co1tlill4n'.itie~ 
'~~11 ha.ve·d~~·~!gJ?ftl\gy}'ll~~~.~~,f~~J':~~~~;S,lil.1\yfl~i<>¥~~~~01 ,i;:w:ter:a; .J.a.1tt~Ji.ce, · 
LeC9nw1oq, J?e~,,,:':11,pc%:'Slii~~M~t'i.:Rf.!f!Y!!~j,6~1·o![Mcy~:.~~-}hc l~st>eriiWl.tll¥,Jl'e.nt~l' 
lmpaC.1 statemel'f.t!·eo'1'Std.erAA'ft~~~P.t· df ~g!~~~lf.Yecifuatf!)rt: .th~& "'~i';C,onir·l wo·p\i_b1ia:_:rc-ee$sel 
«l thi,-art11~ J1&-M1t;;-J?~~r1$'~!~~r'.'.'ti"~~y,~,11~\~:a!!'A)rqp!~i-,:;;~f&\vjfi~;e~n~1*i:·~<l:mr'}}fic 
intcre$! ii~w tHat lh:~1ettj'ry.l';~t nd:o;j• ~oh~ftl~{;::!i~!9~e'Ptoce~dl:~,t,7'fl'tl1'1D_ertiiit£ko/.9mtn,~1:1~t~,, 
spoilsini~: m!"rP~~s~n;s_~~;y;~ll.Wie~~a~~fil\~¥1Y;;l)'.~VJ$~· '.~x~MituJ;. tl!Js~y~cl;;\ln~o~i'i'fePpvei I 

tndusttidliz~d1,p,9Jlu\'iii ·n(>' an · 1 ~ill~1f·W;1'U1,~6~s-eitviR!I. ~,ffie~~~P!lr§ 1JP.J1 f'iGl~l!'i1§ili.e4 t>V,et, 
fisli popul~ons,..r.cl 1mo's~t"Mi~6&1t.~~Jiti(;,,\ir;!:~~~se-.~i~:s:taiii1.b'fatfo11 ~fWl'S\ ca&li11 a!ld 

~ i1 ..... ..,.. !"" !$· ~ "-:. -~· fi ~ 7· ..~ :'\- t '"' '"' " ~· ,_· ~ ,, .. rr: . -~;'--;~ ~ 

l'l.:mu1urts.-a,n!i b'att,es'~~m~ljh.~ ,l\~~CMil1:f$'~a~~~}~(lGtjritig~~~1p'y, b~~v.n tli:t<cK'm~f.!ttl;:'.ir 
riv:r- ~df~i~,~l~ Y;~u~}-~~~f~?;~·~'f ~~~~~~~ a9tl1f'·J:mw..tOie:~reat,?'he:Col'Q~ ~ 11?."f!li~~
ma.1enty Qf· rhe-nvet:~fC't~P.~r s,e.~s·'tn,~t;f~-~N~~§llf\1t~'f'~et- . 

: . .~ ~;~ .:-..4,};.;.1.: .., (.. ... . " ;':hi ..~--~~· " j. • ~ • ··:.x ? . 

M:'!Jl.y Df01e Ji:v~~~s~i~~tl!:~i~. a~.Jtl~!iit~&.if.l~·~~ttiiiitr~,\if~,&c;irfi~.,~011t}{icre~ltiflilt'm 
• • ... . ~""' _. l> ., .. ~: • ·- ..... -.; t '.J,' ¥"_ ..( r.'' ...!;o.""' · l- . .,, . - .. l ,. '";....... ~ 

ab~i•~ ~6 at-Geaat:G:'~R:if~e~yl '¥ihf.ij,~~}~t,\f~l~um ~i~~kh91!.1\e.1~~~u'S.!!~tlir.~'v.~~ oartd 
sta~e qI:•ne:nv~t '1; }J~ IWi{~~,StV~~~~~~~1~f<l..7.-~?t\9'~:,~~~~j~~<tf:~~ 1~,bsl~~t"el~vated" 
above ;ttc !')~~ sr,age, lt>·1s_n:~\-,ei~t. a.I?,p1>;~~.ro~,~~~!ll;!,!:,}~d~ 1!.f\.%._Wll?~:;!)llil'btil}tifaj,•a.11~:" . 
ecological di~as~i::.a$~6.\lt.ll;'eei!et•J.i&·~~ml:'!l.W.~6"eithe~11~~~rti«®!,~t~o~ .fto'Jti the. 
main channel. The. 19Y.2'~\il~it>rf. f(flilrePfa,Jii:fflj~1*~:YJ1~c;}rifd~effelcc'fiofi ·£f erlst!ng ana·
public llCCeSS' r.1.iilps'. \11\e PlanJ!iJsfili-'p$\iis~ fofthe pMi¢8f.ion--Oflltese e~pensive Un() d.i!'ficult to 
l'cplacc structo.rcs.. 'fllie.sc w~·issue¥1 th;rt th!,!,Co.rps did1not ~nsitlcri11 1t:>t 1V9n EIS and in its 19112 
Plan but ;u:e now bec'Olrtj!ag ri'lueh more·~·ignlf.lcw:i1'issue$ ' t(j. a,gi'.OWitlftTilllt1ber ·of i:OtnmUl\tlii;;s.and 
spo.rtsmen that. depend'on these sitle stre!lll!S as,11ccesS'."poiflfs to tbe river and to fish and otherwijdJJfe 
that n·ecds its habitat.~ access:to and'froni 'tJte nveqirescrved. 

1 
i 
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http:tli:t<cK'm~f.!ttl;:'.ir
http:f'iGl~l!'i1�ili.e4
http:g!~~~lf.Yecifuatf!)rt:.th
http:co1111Jllle'r.ec
http:Kruis.as


27 

induced riverbed degradation) backs up the riverforsix miles. The 1990 EIS and t:he 1992 Regulatory 
Plan established that the water intake atthe Sunflower plant must be protected. This important water 
resource was one of the primary purposes of the Plan, yet only a few years after the dredges moved 
into that area the riverbed and water levelhad degraded and the water intake was out of the water. 

The weirs that were constructed as a result of dredging contribute to significant damage to the aquatic 
and terrestrial ecological systems and have negative impacts onrecreation, the fishery, local 
community health and economics. The river forms pools above the weirs (low..:head dams). The water 
velocity in these pools is slowed down. The suspended solids that are a normal part of the natural 
river's system plus the suspended solicis added by ciredging activities settle 'out in these slower pools. 
The river's physical and biological systems. are damaged and recreation up and down the river is 
either severely impeded or ended by the presence of the weirs. The sedimentation pools may 
concentrate chlordane that contaminates fish and moves up into the food chain and makes fish in the 
lower Kansas River unsuitable for human consumption. 

None of the existing weirs are equipped with portages, navigational bypasses or convenient public 
access. The,Topekaweir's per:mitrequired thata portage be constructed and :maintained,.but no 
portage was ever provided despite repeated reminders to the Topeka Water.Works and to the, Corps. 
The fact that these weirs endanger the life and property of river users cannot i:;ontinue to beignored. 
As the recreational use of the river increases so does the. impact to human life, health. and local 
economies. 

To prevent the proliferation of more weirs dredging mustbe stopped. Where weirs already exist safe 
navigational bypasses should be installed to partially mitigate ~ome .of the negative impacts. of 
concern for aquatic species and recreational navigation but ev:en withsuch a bypass a new weir 
cannot be justified attheSunflower Plant or elsewhere since practicable alternatives already exist 
(horizontal wells and the cessation of dredge damage to water levels). 

In stream dredging activities and return flows from river based dredging operations sometimes cause 
dramatic changes in the turbidity of the water for miles downstream. I have seen on numerous 
occasions where dredge discharges were so laden with sediment that sand-silt deltas were formed and 
sand-silt layers covered the riverbed great distances downstream. Dr. Frank Cross (1982) documented 
this as well. These layers dramatically diminish the biological integrity of the river and reduce our 
fish hatcheries, sandbars and river bottoms to unusable muddy quagmires. All of this impacts river 
recreation. 

The use of junkcars, household and industrial trash and concrete rubble has beenused to stabilize the 
riverbank in many parts of the river (see figure.13): Under section 404 ofthe Cl~an Water Actand 
under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act the Corps has the jurisdictional authority to control 
destructive activities that impair riparian aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems,. destabilize the river 
channels and river beds, and provide for the specifications of. and permitting of.materials and 
procedures for bankstabilizatil!:>n projects. 

The Kansas River was once a rich fishery, butKDHE has had a fish advisory in effect for more than a 
decade due to chlordane contamination in the river. I are .concerned that sand dredging may be 
causing part ofthe contamination levels in ;the fish. Chlordane poses a ~hreat to human health due to 
its upward movement in the food chain and its high risk as a health hazards in the human diet. 

http:figure.13


Part•IV Eeontllli~,e~nee&~si·r~Ia~¥e~t~di±~~~i2~ 

First, I ·•chaHerrg~ the.a~~uF~({Y o~t·f4~~'tN'att~eJo~py~~les,~e.W,eUbeiowthe.l992tmeal1 profile 

from•. rivermile ·22 t~~.;6,~Q!·tfuat:~~,l'f~~h+f~r~frl<f8:'ar~··on1y,In;ar~i~¥1Y aboVelhe 1992·mean.; 

:'-lth.o~gh it is very passiotetlfat lrre corps numeric calctdatidn of the 2002 mean profile fa accurate it 

ts cnttcal that these numbers and calculations are reviewed to make sure that they are accurate. 


The Corp~· c~ru·ttitl~~ 
11

~e~~latd~·~~1it~~itg1!~~!amMea~'B~dffrefi1e.. clated· April 2002 and the 

chart that It titl~d· "l{e~ular@rrM~~it~~11g:Pt~~ilam Nigl"i·~d'Low l?ro~les''i also·. dated April2002 

show trends .tha,t.the·'~O.~sdr~0~0.~;ettctf>~te'Wfi~n,it:'~dopte4d'fe eurrentRegufatoryPlan. That Plan 

had been·estall>~~he~:~~1f1'gc,~c~~otJ1I~ti~~~lsJli~!esana:errgfneering·stumesthat'W:eretimited·.·Iargely 

to th~ Kansa~ City aire~.<B~t''~E>~'~at•,tn~ df~dg,ittg industry fi'a:s distributed itself mote widely along 

the nver the 1mpacts<•aregreaterthananyone·Had1topedfor; . 


Both of these charts, esp~cially. the "Regulatory: Monitori.ngl?togriml'High and 'Low Profiles" 

demonstrate that the.~ver~~~ el~v<iiio~s are rapid1Ydegr.adinginall reaches of the. river. where 

dredging has'occurre(i,,e~G~~tafew·smal.treac~es:Belo\Vlwi}hdiscussthe·~ew effocts•.. the· current 

Plan hashadand wiH review·s©meoftlie·histoty(ln'dcrooumentatiorrpertinenttothe negative 

economic impacts ora.Fecrging. 


Quoting from·the· Kansas'~l!Jep}Jitmeii.J·ijf;Wilfl;liie'ana i>arks'1letterxdated·~ugustcl3;·· 1:989: 
"The economic analysis in the EIS andthe Regulatory Plan focuses on the costs ofconstructionin the 
Kansas City area, t~e ec~~~lh,ic i1fi~act,.~[t~e sa~4a~edgingjndustryto loc~lcornmunities with its 
jobs and·taxes paid,·d1fd· ?rJst~t(i~rJ~dre~ging/~rttities due•to lossesif;romdarnage to·· manrnade 
structures, water sufN>lies~·.q,nJJJlttiUl<adja(tentto.tne>iiver...Since the'Kansas River is one' oforilythree 
public rivers in the ~ttitt!of14~~sa~·'{J:na:·anlike.t~e·~rkdnsa~·River, ~swaterfordts,entire course, we 
feel the value ofthe 'Kansas'7.?:iverPili& afiubliv1feei'eationaZ.. te'$0U'Jice·1has 1beenbasfcallyioverl<!J@ked in 
this report. By allowirig the hi~fl:eiirr[l:ii:tlif;y,'ctJii/!s'ffu'Oti'6tn1tati'i;l(·eredotdingto lhis. report" ta be dredged 
at one ofthe nat.ion '~ lowe,s:e1J~e,~;.the ~tate ofK.~nsa~ isbasic~lly giving away one public resource, 
the Kaw Riversanll,· 'ttt1tJre:exjlenserop8iJverdl lftn/ersincludirtg:tpitlJlic recreation". 

I could not concur more fatly. 

The initial cost of the·co~s~pt~~ni~~tliese~eirsj ~filns;'?na~tS''an~.·~?Hti~s;c;osttens o~millions of 
dollars. The repeated,repairs•'antl"rnairitenan'ce•necessitated oydte'cl;giilghasatlded untold millions of 
dollars to the economic costs to non...dredging interests (the general public). As tiverbed degradation 
continues to undermine these structure the niaintenance and replacement costs grow. 

The italicized quote ~'!l<:)w. l.s·:Ftom<fhre"F'inal'R:eghfatoryRepdrt· ana'Envitonmenta:I Impact 
Statement" pubHsheel.iff1~9o.· 

Economic irn[Ja~tsff.hysi~~l,:~~"(lgetBefur~ing tO ~dndtedgin~ interests .in and along the 
Kansas River /its a result bfvbmntereiatt/.reagirfgacti~ities11 att;pri~arily· related;to 'Changes 
in channel morphology a.ndare mainly influenced: byriverbeibdegradation, bank erosion .and 
channel.wide~i~g. Cj'enerally,.thema~.riit~~eofchanges.inchannel m~rphology determines 
the magnitude·efu&nz.~g~s to'~o?d~~dki~g::int:~ests.••'Rfreforerasriverbed degradation, bank 
erosion and cna~n~l :Yf!itteriift.g irt~rea~e~ so ~~1tlamages; N~~cltedging interests with a high 
potentialto/f;>e;;fifijjiaetellby dredgih:g operati:ons1lnel:ut1e ma:riittade structures, ·land adjacent to 
the river, and' wafer supp~ies; · 
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Riverbed degradation is the primary cause ofdredging-related impacts to manmade 
structures and water supplies. Riverbed degradation also promotes barik erosion and channel 
widening, which in turn impact manmade structures, water supplies and land adjacent to the 
river. Bed degradation undermines bridge pilings and piers, and exposes pipelines buried in 
the riverbed. Unstable .bridge piling and piers must be restabilized and expo¥dpipelines 
must be.reburiedorsecured to the riwrbed in oPderto preventfailure of.Jki. structures. Bed 
degradation also underminedbankprotection structures such as dt!feS,jetties,hard points 
andrevetments. Slumping ofbank protection works increases bankerosion, which results in a 
loss ofpublic and/or private land and necessitates costly repairs to' the structures iffurther 
losses are to be .avoided. lnaddition,.bed degradation undermines water intake diversion 
jetties and weirs. Slumping ofthese structures lowas water surface elevations at water 
intakes and reducesor eliminates water intake pumping capabilities during periods oflow 
river stage, unless the structures are repaired. Lowering ofthe· riverbed directly impacts 
(lowers) water suiface elevations in the flood plain. Lower water suiface elevations in the 
river channel and lowerwater table elevations in the flood plain h(lVe a high potential to 
adversely impact water intake andwelLfieltf productivity, especially during lowflows. When 
water intake production is impacted by riverbed degradation, a water supplier must construct 
new or elevated existing diversion jetties orweirs, or modify intakefacilities to ensure 
adequate water supplies ..When wellfteldoperations are impacted by riverbed degradation, a 
water supplier may need to increase maintenance (acid treatments to maintain peak pumping 
capabilities) or construct additional wells.In addition,lower groundwater elevations result in 
higherpumping costs due to higher pumping heads which increasepower usage. 

Band erosion impacts land resources andrnanmade structures locatedandnear the 
riverbank. Bank erosion can also result in channel widening, which may in turn impact water 
supplie& Channel widening increases the cross-sectional area ofthe river, which can result in 
reduced water surface elevations in the river channeland reducedwater table elevations in 
the flood plain. Whenchannel widening lowers water suiface elevations in the river, it creates 
impacts to water supplies which are similar to those occurring from riverbed degradation. 

Commercial dredging. activities on .the Kansas River have, over the course ofmany years, 
resulted in substantial economic impacts to nondredging concerns, especially in the reach of 
river downstream ofriver mile 22. Dredging-related riverbed degradation,· bank erosion and 
channel widening have impacted manmade strudures,. water supplies and land resources. 
Structures impacted by dredging, activities include the water District No 1. Weir near river 
mile 15, the Atchison; Topeka andSanta Fe Railway Bridgenear river mile 21.2 and various 
pipelines locatedinthe riverbed. Thttmassivewater intake weir built andmaintained by 
Water District No. I ofJohnson County was originally constructed in res,ponse to declining 
water surface elevations rttsulting fr01n,rivubed degradation andhas been. rebuilt several 
times in response· to continued bed dttgradation. Riverbed degradation near Bonner Springs 
has exposed the wooden piling under three of the, piers supporting the Atchison, Topeka, and 
Santa Fe Railway Company's bridge.cSheetpilingfiJled with grout have been placed around 
the exposed pilings andpiers to stabilize the .bridge ..The riverbed near the bridge is so 
degraded thatlocal scour from a JOO-year flood even.could cause the structuretofail. 
Various pipelines passing through the lower river channel have been exposed as a result of 
riverbed degradation. Exposed lines have either been reburied or secured to the riverbed with 

http:wells.In
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ballast. In addition, bank erasion and channel widening have impacted land resources along 
the lower rivet. 

Estimatesofpot"e~tialifat#te·1et.dnrlrnitf'los~estononllteclgfngeence~sfro1ft dredging -related 
damages to :1rtanmttde stttu::tttresrwater: suppUes and';land resources navelJeen compiled by 
KCD. The economi6fmpacts<to bank0stal:fi:lizattoii sttucturesrbridges, pipelines, wells, water 
intakes and assoeiatedweirs art}J)j:etties;andland along the ffansasRiver are··. estimated for J· 
- 5 feetofrivetl5ed.deg:radiftti:&n/1Ihe lurge:St;categoryofpotentialeconomic losses have been 
identified asim~aots tobankstabilizati&hstrueture&' ~otentialdredging-re1atea damages to 
bank stabilizations~fru:titres in theclo~er~ver;bet;t'eew,riwermiies8. 2 and 50.4· range from 
$774/JOeJ f~~··1/oo:::ojcrive~(!tl\a:~aaationto~~4;:13:&4,c000for'~feetofbed degradation. 
Damagesto··15ank':Stabilii.atio1f·st~ui:rtu~f}s in the PopeKtJ,(~re~.betweenrivermiles84 and 97. 7 
rangefrom $2ic1,/()0(Jfe.ronefootoli'ivefbed degradation to·$t:J44,000 for 5feet ofbed 
degradation: 

The· estirrtate'tJ1tcitaf:pote'n:ti'i.ilidltm1igtto manmadestructures, water supplies and land 
resources forlfoot of'~vetbed~e?ta,dati~tti~lhe l~WerKans~s River·is $791, 7eJO for 
permanent losses (~efe~s t~ irref)ata~te"d~rn~ges, •su~nas. the·loss·oflandfrom erosion) and 
capital costs ·(referstctt~e e1!)sts.as~~oiated'wUh nonro~~ine·work; such as a'one-time repair of 
a damaged b.~~T6stab.ili~a~(/~ sttzic~ure·ofe~nsiructi0ri(:1fa:.n~w.well)i and $29;900 for 
increase(la~nuai' ~ost~$~rejfer~·tetUe'c~st.S)gssOdat~~;w£tft routine .work,··sueh as.periodic 
repaits .. tobtln'k'stafJ~lif;~ti&:~~triivtate,Sor.Peri?di.caefdtre~m:ientsforweNs):c@eestimated 
totalpotentialTdamttgeiin~ifi:(f:Topekaa'reaffor•lfoot ofrivetbed degradation is $2•14, 100 for 
permanent losses 0:nd<c~pit~~~osts.No i~crease in.aftnual5osts wouldbe rejlect7d in the 
Topeka ·area·for 1footof1f:fead~~1y;uJ~tton;•,Ff'he estimflted+totalpotential damagefor 5 feet of 
riverbetldegradatir~ in t~e''t~\Verriveris f3,8@8;@@0fet pernianent tosses' andeapitol costs, 
and $79.. 700frrinerease,a"7~iJrt?~l cto~t~· .. Tlte estimated:ctot~l:~o~entialddm:age inthe Topeka 
areafor 5fe~tdfrive~o'ea"Cle$'T~~~ofilis1 ~'.li41B,400·f,d:rpe,f:manentlvsses·dnd'etipital costs. 
No increase in°annual costs weuld be ·refleetedi'1tthe flvpeli:a area for5 feet ofbed 
degradation. 

The· estimatedpdt'efitiftl ee~n'o~ic'.'l9sse:Y,p:[.eS.ented'i~'~Jtis ;~ep@rt are,based'ort conservative 
estimatesofpotert'ti~l~?,IJ!parft~tb ttonateCl~'irtg<intercesfs<andrejleetminimumforeseeable 
losses. For:e~ample,'W,1teri:(•le,~eral altej-ftdti~,e rn,eth~~s'~reavaila/Jletorestore the function of 
an impactedstrnctttre, ~~e least 'C:os~ly~l=e.~ative'h'as(fYee:ntaetoredintothe losses presented 
in this report.• lfo~e1"e~,;tne, r.wtual4rtethcldseleotedto'~~strre a strue.mre'sfunction may not 
be the least. e~stlya~renrative.· F:rr in~ta1ice}5ffe,t ofaclilitiott.alriverbeddegradation adjacent 
to the Glathe welt,(teldwou~~ s~~'star1JiaUyi111,IxQCtweZ;lqiel~output during low flows. Several 
alternatives wvula'betl-V'(flilab'l·e te'tn~'oi7'to r~~tore lostp~ftieingcapabilities. •'Elie city could 
increase ener~0 ~s~g~~a~d,rnr7JJifiit~'~'ell~fi:~l~'(JPerat1iJ~; ~af.lln'annual ecJSt of$11,800; it 
could inoreas;tlt~'n~rrt~e~~fiW:e~ls~ at'~~,~~~ftttl~~ost"~f$25~5~~@·... and an·· annual cost of 
$1, 900; or it¢?.1fta2 i~~t8:¢tse'~~erg~ iJ~~~e,~n~J!'Ufe;hifser'aaa~tional water, atan: annual cost of 
$50, 700. A siinil~rs'ttu#tio~oe~iststfe:r:,¥V~ns:rperl!ited"~)WWaterDistriCt No.'1 ofJohnson 
County, the citybflJottnef\Spri#igs;ihe:cityllfIPeiSoto,.'andthe Sun.flower ArmyAmmunition 
Plant, and .the;iri:dustria:l anf!i;fiirminrg i;oiiteern~'. 

http:0:nd<c~pit~~~osts.No
mailto:tobtln'k'stafJ~lif;~ti&:~~triivtate,Sor.Peri?di.caefdtre~m:ientsforweNs):c@eestimated


31 

Certain potential economic losses have not. been included in the losses presented in this 
report. For example,fature strUctures located in and along the river could·be impacted by 
commercial dredging activities,. which could result in economic losses in excess of those 
presented in this report. Also impacts to structures such as Bowersock Dam and the Sunflower 
Anny Ammunition Plantwater intakefacility have not been factored into the lossespresented 
in this report, since such losses cannot be estimated at this time, Sufficient information is not 
available to determine howmany feet ofadditional riverbed degradation would cause failure 
ofBowersock Dam. Therefore, potential economic losses associated with failure ofthe 
structure have not been presented here. The Sunflower Army Ammunition Plant's water intake 
is currently unable to meet emergency Anny mobilization needs during low flows. Since the 
Army has· not determined whether it will take any action to remedy the problem, potential 
economic losses associatedwith the additional riverbed degradation have not been presented 
here. 

Economic Damages That Have Occurred Since the Inception ofthe Regulatory Plan 
The Final Regulatory Report and Environmental Impact Statement" was published in 1990. Since that 
time dredging and dredging related riverbed degradation has spread the economic .impacts upstream 
on a scale that this report does notbegin to address. Since 1990, due to dredging related riverbed 
degradation: 
o 	 Water One has had to rebuild its weir again, the Atchison. I don't know what the cost was at this 

time. 
o 	 The Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad bridge was damaged artd abandoned. A letter dated April 2, 

1986 fromthat railroad company indicated that the repairs would cost an estimated 2 million 
dollars. 

o 	 The Cedar Creek Accessis unusable atlow water stages due to the lowering ofthe riverbed and, 
river stage (the level ofthe surface ofthe water) and the ensuing isolation ofCedar Creek from 
the Kansas River. The loss of use of this facility is a substantial loss the community and 
recreation in general. 

o 	 A wing dam was constructeci above the Eudora bridge to protect itfrom being washed away by a 
destabilized river. The Corps may argue that other factors may have been involved but 
considering that this reach ofthe river was in the main swath of damage done byd.redging over 
the previous 10 years, dredging cannot be dismissed as part ofthe problem; I don't have a figure 
of the cost of this bankstabilization project at this time. 

o 	 The water intake at the Sunflower Plant is no longer functional. The cost to build a new weir has 
been estimated at 6 - 8 million dollars. 

o 	 Bowersock Dam has bad to undergo major repairs and has suffered a decrease in its ability to 
generate electricity due to cavitating turbines because its tail pipes are exposed to air during low 
water stages. At this time I don't know what the cost of those repairs were orwhat effects the loss 
of power generation revenue will have onthe owners of the mill and on the communities that 
need and use the electricity. 

We don't know the economic value ofall of these losses, but I do know that these are not the only 
costs we have paid and will continue to pay if dredgingis not stopped on the river. 

The cost to Johnson County will be significant without a water intake at. the Sunflower Plant unless 
they build a dam (estimated at $6 - 8 million) or spend potentially even more to install lateral wells 
under the river. The loss of the railroad bridge in Bonner could not have been good news to the 
railroad company. What would the replacement value of that bridge have been? What will the cost be 
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of the additionalfuelandwear.on.tbi.eothetdinesthatthe·r$:l:readmustnowuse sincethis bridge is 
not longer .functional?'\Mhatisthe·~onomiclossattheQedarCreekboatramp.intennsof a lost 
community assetana, to~rism? 'Wfl~t was the costofthe·wi9~ dam at Eudora? Whatwas the cost of 
repairs to· BowersockB.ain? UQ.w.much more·daml':J.ge·can:tli:atsttuc.tme take before it collapses? 
What will· be· the c0~t of.ilie.resultifl,;g7e;atastl;~)iihe,\Nfaenthat h,appens ?:What.is the co.st of the reduced 
electricity generating.c;ipacity•;ofi:$0'Wel1SOO~•}l:il1? WhaHs $.e: east of the reduced economic value of 
recreation t© .ourrivlereommuiitie8'r.to t0urisrnandt0spo:rtsll1en?·What.is the economic cost in lost 
land and lost crops? 

Secondary Costs Add Up 
All of these direct ec0n0mic costs· have sec0ndary costs that ate harderto putin a. column and add up 
to a neattotaL Example: Bp0rtsmen:may1de¢idenott{) u.Sethe·:dveV.forhuntingand fishing due to 
dredge related increasesi!10hl~rdart~.contatrrl~~ti~~in the fish, thea~senc~ of fish, unusable or 
damaged boat .aceessr~teepf:~nsta~le ltlve11~aa~ir;•.rfluaded 0ver"'sandbars and impaired ..wildlife habitat. 
The losses of thetol.lfist11,~heco~11ni1'y~ss~t;andthe;cost0f'ad'ditionaltravel.tornnother river by the 
sportsmen are allsomew'fu:at<rneasUr,able batf;they a:te notinyouf..report; Other costs are not so easily 
measured, but just as.0impbttan.t 

Can the Corps put an econo:rn:ic. value,onthe,healthof:.childretr;andpregnantwomen.. who continue· to 
eat fish that are more highly contaminated with chlordane thanthey w0uld be if the chlordane was 
left buried in·the. riverbed? Can the'(iorps,addthecosttmsociety,of those human health related 
damages? Can the Corps:. measure,the".econol'ilicloss oftourism\orthe econo:rn:ic·lossto'river 
communities becausetheir fishery is havingtoxiris;resuspended andreconcentrated in the water 
column ·and sedimen:t; bec.ause;thei,r~vepis·~ei~g,itittustriali~e,rth~~anks are·· cavingin·and their 
boat ramps, that were soJlianlt~ get~o·1'Y~gin,~it~,;are>tl~i~g;c~t10fffromf~e river? @&n the Corps 
give us an econ:omie·costthl!t0.ytllil\WO:Uld:•ass:igmto.a•societyctllattur@:sits\1flack emits··responsibility to 
future generations for the sake of convenience to an industry· and a few pennies• saved on a· ton of 
sand? If 'the Corps can.measure.this.and pJ.itlt:in .arepott!l would li'Meto s.eeit. 

When the Corps of eJJJ.gi~eets cmi figureoutthe<p~ce ;om c.6min.ui1ities·and people are;paying for 
these things then putiliemi:n writing:''Pntilth:en,ati1eastr · e thatthese costs ex.istby including 
them in your EIS and establish wayspreventfanMor'mitigate.. eseproblems. 

A Legacy of Econoniic })ttrµages 
As the·dredges arerem-Oivet'bifrb'.illthie'li.5+inile·re::t<ih1thatthey:fl:~ve already damagedthey leave behind 
a riverwith a steepengnidient>y.pstfeam. l\:t.tlJ:e,saritrtftimetheC<;>rpsis;cJ.~nsitlering granting permits 
in these· upstream ateasw~!~t.the rte~{S'f~~per:gtatlienhnakesrt~e river;·evenmore prone .todamage 
than it was .before; If'the segm:entjustbelo:W 1;J30wersock stans:.to degrade during this next 10-year 
permit cycle Bowersock Dam is in the ditectpath of the problem. Althougltlcannot speak for the 
city of Lawrence, they ~e unlilcelyt9 P<lY th~ r~piacement or regairca,sts of Bowersock Dam very 
happily. Even if that s~ctt1re surviv~s, BoW'ffJ!SOCK'¥t1is;llm.!)iriga}i;)~g;atan economicloss as it is. 
As continued riverbedf;degradatj:on;tl~grad~~·the:wil;ter stage;belowlthe,damthe power plant will 
continue to loose the abilityto prodµce electricity efficiently and eventually the facility will 
economically andmechanfoaHyraik·· 

Bowersock Mill. is:notthe,onlyet¢Utysthlali're1iesoIFBowersoe:~IDam':'Westem··.Resources ©perates an 
electric plant upstrearnthatrequiteS'wat\ertr©m>therpool'created,by,thedam:. The city of Lawrence 

http:stans:.to
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uses thatsame pool to draw much ofits drinking water from. The infrastructure of the city of 
Lawrence is built around the river and this pool. 

Bowersock Dam acts has served to block,riverbed,degradation upstream of its structure. Should that 
dam fail the entire river, from Honner Springs to Topeka could be destabilized due to.the sudden and 
dramatic gradient change. 

The current Plan has failed to protectthe river, the;associated habitat andthe infrastructure. The 
Corps Plan, which allowed two additional feet ofriverbed degradation beyond the 1992 baseline did 
not protect the least fifteen miles of river that was degraded beyond the Plan's established limits. That 
degradation and other degradation that did not exceed the "acceptable" limit has caused a higher 
gradient in the riverbed upstream. This higher gradient will ultimately cause a higher rate ofriverbed 
degradation upstream and will be accompanied by the associated economic losses. 

Farm Land 
"Headcutting'' is the term used to describe what is happening to land upstream of sand dredging 
operations. As the channel is cut deeper the banks are undercut and fall into the river. It takes about 
six tons of soil to make one ton of sand in the Kansas River. The sand dredgers are taking valuable 
farm land. No estimates have ever been done on the economic cost associated with this loss. 

Practicable Alternatives 
In 1985 the CORPS contracted with Booker Engineers-Architects-Planners to determine what would 
happen to the sand and gravel market ifthe dredgers were moved offthe river. The Bookerreport 
states that a move from the river to the floodplain would increase the.average delivered price of a ton 
of sand and gravel approximately 6 percent in the market area servecl by the dredgers. The increase 
being largely transportation costs. 

The Corps has the non-discretionary duty to require that practicable alternatives be used;w}:l'en water 
resources are; being impaired.The term "practicable", as definedin 4-0 CFR 230anclthFoughoutthe 
Clean Water Act and sµpporting regulations, "means available and capable ofbeing done after taking 
into consideration cost, existing technology, and logistics in light ofoverall project purposes". 

The components of ''practicable" include: 
Available - Yes! Sand is available from sandpit mining throughout the Kansas River floodplain 
(Booker 1985). 
Capable ofbeing done-Yes! Although I recognize thatthere is.s911J.epoliticalresistance to dredging 
moving into the flood plain the dredging industry is partly responsible for fueling that problem rather 
than trying to build local partnerstii,ps and gain, state and locaLsupportforpit mining. 
Taking into consideration;cost - Tue Corps estimated 6% increase in the delivered costof sand 
equates to a relatively small percentage increase in the overall cost of a finished home or driveway, 
and that cost is paid by the person who wants the sand, not by his neighbors who want that sand to 
stay where it belongs, in the river. The dredgers have complained that they have a hard time finding 
landowners that are willing to sell their land. Itis more likely that they are having a ha:rdtime finding 
landowners that are willing. to selltheir land for the price the. dredgers are offering. 
Existingt~hnology- Yes! The. aggregate industry is more able than any time before to locate 
suitable deposits ofsand. 
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Logistics inlight ofl6l:'eii:ijll:pt'9j~tpttt;poses,.. ¥es'.!•Ffhec1redgirl,g;industry; the state, the counties 
the cities and the various .components ofthe constfuetion.dntll.lstry,all need sand. Ithas becorne clear 
that the future of the dredging industry onthe Kansas River is limited. "In light of the overall 
purpose" the "logistics'' wou~a~betofotmcQ(\Jt~erative and:rnutually beneficial alliances so that 
everyone gets whatthey.wankThe1vari0us levels. of state arrchlocal government and industry should 
stop conspiring to throw up roadblocks to movement into the floodplain and begin working on 
cooperative ways toaocomplishthe "overall project purposes". The "overall project purpose" is (1) to 
protectthis. riveras·requiredb~lawfor future generatioils,(2) to b'y or sell sand•at a reasonable cost, 
(3)to have that san<lnear.J;neir:market,and.(4}tomakeaprofiLor tobeprosperous. None of these are 
mutually exclusive l!trid the.y;are..atmpossible ·With·the logistics I have suggested. 

By any rational·. analysis,rno¥ing~off>theriveris•a practic:;ablealtemative. 

We realize it is not the Corps'ofEngineers job towork out the logistics between the sand industry, its 
customers and local government agencies. Ratherit is the Corps duty to recognize thatctheseaspects 
of long range plannit:Ig a:11etheresp@ns!Bili~~.or the industry to create for itself. Local cormrmnities 
arid the state also have a responsibility tO'Seek<outfor their own benefitfor the sak:e of their own 
prosperity and quality of life. 

What is needed nowis a decision based upon federal laws, n0Uocal politics. Once that decision is 
reached the industry and government agencies will find the logistics to provide for their needs. 

Availability of.highqualitysand:is>i:mpo:ci:antto·th:estateand·.our:comnumlties. These .. interestsface 
many economic hazards·buttheleastarne:tlg:thosertisksis from off-river sand mining. The dredging 
industry has long pasrits eost'Of'producin.gsand<onto the backoCn.ondredging interests; This must 
stop. 

New Economic Studies''A:~~'~all~ff:or · 
When the·Corps<didit&1rllogf~'~eenthe~~neerlng an.~ economic studies the dredging industry was 
concentrated inKansas~City:43elow'ionn.et'$prings. TneBodl)'er{i98$)reportconduded·that,ifthe 
industry was forcedfo.1nove off,thetlverant.liril:otheflood·Plane;.mostoftheincreased cost of sand 
would come from the higher delivery cost to the market, and not from a higher production cost of the 
sand itself. 

We quote at letter from the Corps dated May 24; 1989 .. The letter was a reply to HouseRescilution No 
6096 andwas. addtessedto ':K'amsas Houseltepres¢rttativeEugene F'.. Amos. !begin with ·tne ·second 
paragraph. 

''In the ··sevent~''JiV/iefr?~s" otth,i;s resolution it $fates't~at;:·.'~According·tothe· environme~tal 
impactstatemerltif'jle.tlhy1~e;~~rps1 thifaverag~costof:sandjinthe··statewill•risefrom·$2.40 
per ton·. to $7. 65 per tonshotiltlthese.preposed restrictions be impZemented". This statement is 
incorrect. 11 

''First, the existing avetageisale!Jrice o~sandatKansasRive~0sandplants ·is 2.75 per ton. 
With an· avera$ehaul le~gth @f20miles, the. average··~eliv~rediprice ofsand is• currently 
$5.25 perton, not$2/4'(JJa:s impUedin y<>u:Presoluttrm:ln ad(Jition, the. average deUveredprice 
used in the draft.environmental impact statement(EIS)is only foitheKansas City 
metropolitan area, which is theprincipal market for sand and gravel dredged from the lower 

http:thifaverag~costof:sandjinthe��statewill�risefrom�$2.40
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Kansas River. The Corps ofEngineers proposed Regulatory PlanshotJ;ld notsignificantly 
affect the price ofsand in o.ther parts of the state ofKansas. 

"Second, the average delivered priceofsandobtainedJromthe lowerKansasRiver will rise 
with or without any restrictions imposed by the Corps ofEngineers. Thisprice increase will 
be ·a result ofincreased hauling distances requi_red as the dredgers are forced to move 
upstream as the downstream sand dep9sits are depleted. These moves have been anticipated 
by the·dredging industry for.some time. As presented in the draft BIS, .the estimated price 
increase will be $1.88jromthepresentaverage deliveredpriceof 5.25 per ton. This will 
result in an average delivered price .of $7.13 per ton without any Corp~ ofEngineers 
restrictions. Please refer to pages 35 - 36 and 39 - 40 of the draft EIS for additional 
information. 

'W_e thank the Corps for clearing that mistake up. Unfortunately, by the time the Corps responded with 
this letter the dredgers had already mislead the House committee, had created a huge political stink 
over a perceived increase in the statewide price of sand from $2.40 per ton to $7 .65 per.ton. And 
again unfortunately, those misunderstandings and political prejudice lives on today. Even so, the 
Corps has no responsibility to make decisions based upon misinformation distributed by the sand 
dredging industry or the misinformed political interests that they spawn. 

Since· the implementation of the·.1992 Regulatory Plan the dredging industry has· spread itself out 
along the entireJength of the river between Kansas City and Lawrence, and in the entire Topeka area. 
Most of those new locations are now as remotely located from their market as could be any other 
flood plain based operation that serve those major marketareas. In short, the 6% increase in the 
delivered price of sand has likely been nullified by the dredger's move further from their own 
markets. 

In a letter dated February 7, 1986 the EPA questioned the accuracy ofthe Bums and McDonnell 
(1982) report that the Corps has used ever since to characterize the socioeconomic impacts of moving 
dredging off the river. "Although I agree that a significant impact may result, I question the 
magnitude ofthe impact they describe in the .report, and believe a more .comprehensive. economic 
impact assessment should be conducted and presented along with supporting data .. 

We concur. The public needs to know the cost and the risks to nondredging interests in today's 
dollars, under the existing and proposed conditions. 'Those studies were in doubt even in 1986 and 
today those questionably accurate studies are roughly 20 years old, out of date and inconsistent with 
the conditions in today's market and today's current dredging locations. By the end ofthe next permit 
cycle those studies will be 30 years old; No respectable business in the world would rely on economic 
data that is 20 or years old, nor should the Corps. 

These are economic and cultural costs borp by all peoplethroughout the river valley because this 
public treasure is being squandered for 15 cents per ton in state revenues. All ofthese costs are born 
by nondredging interests. 



Part V - The Au:tltorifj1'~~1~exi~Iea~0~,tet ;t\,Ct 
I am in receiptof a letter dat~d'Nlay,I'5i](!J031'ffpm(fosepf1'8,;'Hughes, ChlefRegulatoryBranch, 
Commercial sa~d ~~gia~el~~~~i.tlRtn~t,statesthatthe~orps does not have the authority under the 
Clean Water Act's'Seetion'~~~~r~sta1"l:i.srre~H)"Jt33 ®FRi232" (We thinkhe meant 3JCFR 323 
and/or 40 CFR232).•In H1~tii~tt~tN11irAf:Iug~&s sat~' 

"the Federal,~egister1'fB,l./'6~,~o/J~fWednesdtty,Janua~17,200IlRules andRegulations, 
page 4554,inthe"ri~htcolurn:n, unile~~Jte,DiscussiOn'otCornrnents (a) 'discusses suction 
dredging withrel~tiontose'Ctimr4~~'QTtlie ~lean ~aterAct. The diseussivnstates "For 
example, we ackttv}'llli:¥8e:t1Jat8,om:suctio~ dredging1e~er~tions can be conducted in such a 
manner that 'ift~e ~x°:avq:ed'~te~aii~pumjxetltoan 'upland location or other container 
outside wdters ofthe v:.s. anathemechani'Zedtetnoyalaictivity takes place without re­
suspending andrelocating sediment downstream, then such operations generally would not be 
regulated". 

Mr. Hughes goes o~ t~i!1'gue~t~a~,< ·....· 
''dredging· ope~ations'<?:1'tn~'lf~nsa&1t;~ve~ttre ~~irduo.f~d in•the manner ·diseussed.above. 
Based upon.obs~~a,tiohs·•ofxl!;fed~iri~1:clpe2rations ontl;ie'K!ansas River •.• we •conclude that 
discharges associated'~ith:t~e1 tl~edging," iF:affJt:ire inr:ident~l. ~He dredging ~ctivitymay 
suspend solids ·that escqpetlie ·tip oJWtesut::tionpipe:rJr cuttethead, ·howevet,this is 
incidental to.dredg~ng~ ~n~h~vi~3 ret~rne~to s~bsta~:iallythe sa~elocation, is.not a 2
discharge ··of.~~eif[~eilnrateti1~1.•fjth~r··eiivi}'o~rfl,:n:al ~oridit~ens, su.chaswater cur~em,zdo not 
turn.· inci~ent~Z·'[al~IJ~tJ~2intoi.i·i:rf~re'flitt~~ t~~fderital'iltsbharge·"; Nlr.1·Iugl1es's; intlie final 
paragraph•oftliat1.etter~0rtc1u~~s/'1fl!ekdetermine··.·thaf:.matetial••redeposited by··thesuction 
dredges in these cases is iru}ial3ntetlJaZlbac'k11 

.• 

There are several mistakes in Mr. Hughes' statement and thought processes that conflict with the 
intent of the documen7he was qu~ti,g. T~~ ~t;or~<are due. to N'.IT· 1-.IU,ghes' use of only select pieces. of 
information and leaving outor notl.llndetstandltigthe·othetparts of that d©cument that pertain· directly 
to the issues at hand. 

Dredging suspen~s a',si~ifrc·~~f v()I~fil~;9~;~o~t1§€iftatesca,pe,~e·r1~oft}}e·s~cti.onpipe or cutter· head. 
The cutter head's'pur:pose·fs~todig'a'i1W~fifia·l1[r'file··avei'beid..Tt~~oes this'in 13.rgevolumes. This is 
evident fromj~stco~?nse~~t·h:~!~~? froI11·t~epi~tures~d~s9~ssioninthe "Report on the 
Impacts··of Commercia1~re~*ing''~;tl:theflis,fieryoftne,1Jower·K:ansatruver1';Kansas .. City·Distrrct,1
from the Corps. o~ Erigin~~rsAO~F~t~·t-11792~~00o/5,in·198:'oy,the Bniversity··of Kansas Di visibn of 
Biological Sciences; urider the {:JJ]ect1on ofI:'.Xr: FnirikCrossi<Cross 1982); · 

1
In those· pictures· thereis.riocOneltisiVe eviaenc: tnatt~e do~~§treaiiJ derosits ofsilt ahd silt~sand 
deposits caused by. dredging· were caused, in part; oy file in-nveri1cti¥itiesc of•dredging. If the deposits 

had.come only froI11..t1te ~1t~reR~e~gortip~s 0~:thl7op~r~tio~~th~ .~fugy 1one by c.ross wa,uld show 
th.at· the'silt. and ·~ilt-s~~d ~e~~sits1t~~rch~.d()~\lh1ent~d~e1'e·!~t'l~d.o~~ in1IIleQiatel~.·.·d.?wnstream of 
the land based dlscharge,pl.fies~anac.:<:li~eltes; Ff tlle: de'posits ntia;comionly· from lli:e shore thenDr. 
Cross would have recomtnended only the use of settling basins to cure the sectimentati6h problems 
that he documented. 

If one looks at the data Dr. Cross collected on sedimentation they would discover that if the discharge 
of dredged materials came from only the pipes and ditches fromthe land based activities then there 
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would be only a ribbon ofsediment that would hug the bank butthat would. notbe found out in any 
part of the main channel. But such is not the case .. Thus it is dear that the in-river activities were and 
continue to be a significant cause of discharge from dredging activities on the Kansas River. If that is 
true (and the Corps has no aata to establish that it is not) then the authority of Section 404 of the 
Clean WaterAct mustapply tothis.permitprocess. 

The Corps has no documentation that would prove otherwise. and therefore cannot make the claim, as 
Mr. Hughes did, that only rninorincidental fallbackoccurs. Laterinthis document I will establish 
that the Corps is required to provide such proof if they continue to contendthat in-stream dredging 
activities do not cause a discharge of dredged materials. 

Mr. Hughes' reasoning is invalid when he states that that a discharge cannot be regulatedby the Corps 
because itis "incidental to dredging". The fact that a discharge is incidental to an activity does not 
mean that it can be cfassified~underthe law as "incidentalfallback".My pointis established by 
Federal Register I Vol. 66, No. l l/ Wednesday, January 17, 200 l /Rules and Regulations (a) 
Excavation not covered. The discussion states 

''The contention that excavation and other removal activities can never be regulated fails to 
recognize that "discharges ofpollutants" can occur during removal activities even where the 
ultimate goal is withdrawalofmaterial. That theCWA definitionof 11pollutant" does not 
include "incidentalfallbackfrom dredging operations" is ofno significance, contrary to the 
suggestipn ofone commenter, because it does include "dredged spoils". Several commenters 
referenced dictionary definitions of "excavate" and "discharg<{" to buttress their view that a 
removal activity cawnot involve a discharge: One commenter, in particular, argued that 
"discharge" denotes an intentional act, tindthat redepositfrom excavation activi'tymaynot be 
regulated because they on.notinvolve anintentional act .... • First, as indicated in section Ill. 
A.4 ofthis preamble, .there is no supportunder theCWAfor the position that a discharge must 
be an intentional act. " 

Thus in-river activities of sand dredging in the Kansas River are not considered "incidental fall back" 
just because they are ne>tincidentaHothe activity. 

Mr. Hughes also states that "having returned to substantially the samel()cation (the discharge), is not 
a discharge ofdredged material". This is also wrong. The fact that the immediate location of the 
discharge is occurring in substantially the same location from where it is dredged does not mean that 
it automatically qualifies:as. "incidental fall back''.· This is. clearly establishyd in the "Discussion"· in 
Federal Register /Vol. 66, No;ll/Wednesday,January 17,2001 I Rules and Regulations. Under C. 
Discussion of final rule. 

"Incident:alfallbackds the redeposit ofsmall volumes ofdredgedmaterial that is incidental to 
excavation activity in waters ofthe United States when such material falls backto 
substantially the same place as the initial removal. Examples of incidental fallbackinclude 
soil that is disturbedwhen dirt is shoveled and the back-spill that comes offia bucket when 
such small volume ofsoil or dirtfalls into substantially the same.place from which it. was 
initially removed". (next paragraph).,. "thus the definition in today's rule refers te the 
redeposit ofsmall volumes ofdredged material 11 

... (three paragraphs later) .. "In determining if 
a regulable dischargeofdredgedmaterialoccurs; we will carefully evaluate whether there 
has been, movement ofdredged material awa;;v from lhe place ofinitial removal. In doing so, 
wewill look to see ifearth-moving equipment pushes or relocates dredgedmaterial bey,ond 
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1theplace ofexcav~ti~n:;·asw;eu Fs1Vfhet~'eirm~tai~l11ss~'8~endedo~.disturbedsuch .that·it is 
movedb:y:currents:·a~d·P,es~tUps,l:Je"¥eniftheplace•.of\initialremovaLin ·such.volume. as to· 
constitute .·.ather·than inciaentdl;fa:Ub.ax./k,. and thusbe.:a:1regulaJ)le·discharge ''. 

I know that the in-river activities ofthese dredges'canse significantdischargesd supp0se .it leaves one 
sowonder what the Corps considers "significant. Even so, theregulations seem quite clear that a 
discharge.·doesnotneeessattly,~ai\f~t~oit)e.substarttialotsignificant,·Mypointismadebythe 
"Discussion" int~elasf1paiil:f~aph·,ofF~deralJI:esii~terJ V0k~,Gi(i; No.HI Wednes.day, J anaary 17, 2001 
I Rules and Regulations,,~k,P!0p0sal1as,Con;1.plying:.witil .Ap~licableLaw; 

"We agree thatsection404(/), a'tld.i'i:l,j:mrtvcutartheu:se ofthe term ''incidental" in section 
404(f)(2) provides evidence supporting our rejection ofsame cammenters'asserlian that the 
Act ·restricts us to tinly'ltegulating substantial·or sigrzificant'E.edeposits ofdredged· mate rial 11 

• 

More clarification o~·th~lrlatt!ris..f©~rldimtHe ·~il)iscussion1'·:in FederaLRegister I Vol.· 66, N o.11/ 
Wednesday,.fanuary·t::z~.2~()1'1Riu.1es~cl~~gwz1'a,tio.ns.~ 

"The determination ofwh.etfteran activity resultsin•r:~gulaf'Jle·discharge ofdredged material 
or produeesi,@~ly:~empkasi.Yc'acldeif)incide~talJallback·invol:ves consideration ·afthe location 
and the amountrof rede~o~it.,;f/3er;ause of theif~at"specific. natIJ/te•efth~ assessment.of these 
factors, and their interrelaterlsiiatuie, we do·notbelieve it to befeasible. or appropriate ta 
establish·hardaJ:tdfasteui-o;ffl!{JiiiiJntsfoweCieh ofthesefaotors..Rather,.·the totality ·of the 
factors will.be cansideredin e'ach1case; 11 

When the bedloadb~ing·cafti~~·bM:~th~cmqie11tr~opsintotl"rezdJ;edg~·prtmostof the heavier sand and 
gravel falls· into the pit·and m~h,or~()st 0fUteJi~e c0ntin.1,1e,·t<srll'l~veon·downstream where they 
smother·.the riverbecWNt[r.S~th' of..~pai?offi~e,\lt~s stated;tfiat·this kin~ofdischange of tmrbidity and 
fine· sediment cannot~betegufate'd,®9tfa~,.@orp~;pFJuthi$judgement is in/erroras.established by the 
"Discussion" in FederalRegister I Vol. 66,No;ll/Wednesday,Januaryl7,•2001 /Rules and 
Regulations, under 3. Ptoposala~·¥sreadlng21:pp1icable casela\\1. 

11Several commente:Pstroted;1distiifiguishingffacts0th(;Lt ~IJ;ey1believe undermine our reliance•on 
same of the cases we cited. For example, sever:ttluomirlenteis·neted that Avtlyetl:es a,ddresses 
the issue ofwhat is an "add#ion," and analysis releva11tfor bath the discharge offill and the 
discharge oFilreclged matertaz:;:);t~ cc/ni:N:usionthatthe redepositofmate rial constitutes a 
"discharge",thus. is rt:dfevant't&toddy S: rule. 11 

Thus even •thoughtheidr~Q.g~;pitis!di;~ch~tgim~·s?~e 0fthe·S:apie m~teriials·tliataust went. intctit, the 
fact is thatit is· a "dfsetta.rge'l', :Jl Msotpoinfoitfthattlief~ct•:thatlfthe .discharge·nas been physically 
changed. as a result ofthedrec1g~ pit's ~ffect o.nthe bedload is very si~ificant. The dredge. pit isthe 
first tool·· that the clredgers'use~·to1coliectsatid;;autil·gt;aveiand•s¢paiate1those .saleable.products from the 
waste products thathavea relatJ..Velylow commercialvalue. 

As·.the ·bedload m?vesinto the·pit tti~he~v~mate~al,s settle:otit filld·ll1any:of the fine materials move 
downstream, .separatedfr~~lli~he~~ie~'eei.n]!on~~ts0f:~enatuifahbecf10adt•The.·downstream 
discharge of the finer C()J111])()nents.;Qf<tlte~be<411o;:i.chis a ''discharge'' and· a "pollutant". 

, _______ .. ,_ "" 

Mr.•. Snrith'has arguetL(anfilo;{c~W;~~lit;!lse)·tttt\t.·&:i~~e:tpe'~e~l~~~·~s ~t:}¥ing;~o~strearn"anyway and 
thatsince1.that·bedloaO:il~tilr~lil~r001'Itain~ b~t],¥tl1e•'li}fe'~d the.ro~ur.Secempon~ntfrthe Gorps, 
therefore,. cannotregulatewrratjusvhappens·to.· :fatliinto1·the·ilite¢ligerls,pitand ·whatjust.·happens to 
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http:assessment.of
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continue downstream as a result ofthe incidental presence ofa depression in the riverbed (the pit) 

that is made for and by the dredge. 

We disagree and establish our point again with the "Discussion" in Federal Register I VoL 66, No.11/ 
Wednesday, January 17, 2001 / Rules and Regulations, d. 4. Proposal as Complying with Applicable 
Law). 

"A number ofcommenters suggested that the agencies.shouldfindguidance.notonlyfrom the 
AMC andNMA decisions, ·but also from other court decisi.ons discussing the discharge of 
dredged material. In particular, the commenters argued that.the "net addition" appnoach in 
NMA has been explicitly rejected in Deaton and implicitly rejected by many others. Two 
commenters quoted Deaton to.stress that: ."...Itlhe idea that there could be an addition ofa 
pollutant without an addition ofmaterial seems to us entirely unremarkable, atleast when an 
activity transfonns some material.from a nonpollutantinto. a pollutant ... 11 and that "[i lt is 
ofno consequence that what is now dredged spoil was previously present on the same 
property in the lessthreatening fonn ofdirt and vegetation in an undisturbed state." 209 F.3d 
at 335 - 36. Based on Deaton, several commenters believed there is ample support for a rule 
considering the redepositofdredged material .outside. the place.ofinitial removal as 
constituting an addition ofdredgedmaterial. The commenters.also noted that.such an 
approach is consistent. with the numenous other courts that have .concluded that moving 
around dredged materia1 within the same .water body requires a pennit. " 

This clearly establishes thatthe deposits of fine silt on the riverbed of the Kansas River are not 
disqualified as section 404 discharges just because they would, if not for the dredge pit, .be a natural 
part of the riverbed. 

Dr. Frank Cross demonstrated that sand dredging causes a dramaticincreasein the .percentage of silt 
downstream ofdredging activities. His data shows that dredging activities can alter the riverbeds 
normal 85% sand and gravel mix to as much as 100% silt. This is far more than incidental or 
inconsequential and clearly falls under the authority of Section404 0fthe Clean.Water Act. 

Dr. Cross and otherstudies (1969 USGS report, 1977KCD draft report, 1982 Burns and McDonnell 
report, 1984 Simons, Li, and Associates} conducted by the Corps conclude that the effects of 
dredging includes is the increase of sedimentation caused by headcutting, the widening of the 
channel, the deepening of the channel near dredge sites, the slowing ofthe current in these deeper and 
wider areas and the resulting settling of more fine sediments onthe rive,rbed. Although all of these 
things are "incidental" to dredgingthey are directly.relatedto the dredging activities and thus part of 
the cumulative total problem and regulable under Section 404 of the CWA. 

We support this position by reminding the Corps of definition of "pollution" under the Clean Water 

Act. 
"Pollution - the man-made or man-induced alteration ofthe physical, biological, chemical, 
and radiologicalintegnity ofan aquatic ecosystem". 

Under this definition, by which the Corps is bound, the discharge,sfrom dredge pits are clearly caused 
by man-induced alterations ofthe physical media (dredge pits .dtig int0 the riverbed}which causes the 
downstream discharge. of the physicaHy altered bedload and "induces the alteration ofthe physical, 
biological and chemical integnity ofthe(Kansas River) ecosystem 11 

• .Thusthe discharge from the in­
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river dredge pits,as~e&·asithe1 sus~e~ded s0liifs,,caused b}" headcatting~ the.increased in 
sedimentation caused by the deepyt1ing,and widening of the:channelarepo1lutants by definition of the 
Clean Water Act an~th~seteg~lations and(lretherefore regulableby the Corps of Engineers, Further, 
if any of these sources of'seruiileritatiottcambe fiiund notto ae consideredapollutant underJhe 
definition of the CWAthatdoesnofnegatethe,fact that ::the other sources named above. are included 
under the definition as a "pollutant". 

For the purpose ofesta1J1ishinga'hasisofg~neralagreerrrent10n theseJactsand rather than quoting 
hundreds of·pag~S fiiomtlrerep(1)1fs:el:tedaf)ove1Iquote. the·.1~90 final Regulatory. Report and 
Environmental 1Impact2Statement1$;.pfl!ge ,zl,and22; · 

"Ecologicalimpat:'ts,tesuln~g'!ffeni;,~ommeroiafd;:;ed~ihfg activities on the Kansas River are 
essentiallya~11cti~~·f!IA<lftq,1J@f~.~iti,:tf/:iqrt~rtl:tnorp~@l~gw:and~ar<?mainly.i11jluenced by 
riverb.eddeg1'JtaJJ~(j)~~,,lta~kietp,?1i,·t'JJ1to~fJ,fi, fQ'(;ln11elwiefening.~.···Bank; erosion.has a ,high 
pottmtialto iJl'kpact t[if lli()l~~j'g~l,c,~rtJ1fltl~f~.·· ~f;ll;Z'/<i e,rosiondmpacts 6iquatic organisms by 
increasing•··susp'endedsQlia~ <JJ.lneentfr.atio11s;in. the riw,~r:; .. rghir;h,-edyces ·light.transmission and 
inc teases· sit1'ati()n.£rrjsi()it1a'cf::ve:r~ely•imfxfcts}vi[dlif~.1JOpUlations by destroyingyriparian 
habitat". 

We recognizethatthe €:lean Wat~ij\¢t,ld~e,s•t1Q1:,.t~gy[at¢<e9,fu~(;{gi();~l~~pact~,-bµt.itlioes regulate 
''man~induced alterati()n'Sr~pith~·Ph"YcS:i:eal:;~dia''~h;i,Gf!:a,sJ~Y:~)rtg.ry£)9tt,s~a,tys'~o··eleai:ly.states has. the 
direct·effoct .of· "increaS:ing:sny~p~~eft,s~U~s~~~tu:.entrationsY'in;tkewater'1 

•• f~emindthe Gorps that 
the headcutting, thewide)lirtg,:tD,~rij~~~~ning;.•th~·::tlteration·oftlle·}jj:ecllctadaJl.(}..the.discharges caused 
by sidecasting are all part of the "totality ofthe faetors'' thatrnust considered. 

The·riverbed.ofthe:fowev.'f>art:0fthe~IDfilsas1Rivetis;contanliitiatetl:withchlordaneJKPHE.fish 
consumption advisory, .2002Kansas 305(b)report)such thattnereis a TMDL on chlordaneon the 
lower Kans as River. ~he chlordane is. attached to tJie smallersilt andday particles in the riverbed. 
Any· part of.the:dredgin:~~r~cess~thaVeiJ~e1"suspe~(issi1tand'·cla~;ii1'thewatercolumn, .movesthem 
with the current, or,eono·ent'fates on';~J;ie:1surface.0f:tJte riverbed are·ctearly.regulable under this.ruling. 

The last paragraph ofFed.etaJ.R.eg1;ster /'¥01: 66',No~il;l./ We~esday,1.J$luary 17, 2001 /J~ules and 
Regulations, 4. D. R~gulations on~asis ?ft?J(ics/pollutantrel~ases con.dudes 11 Under today1 s rule, 
suchpollutams ·~whien eortstitute 'ilrcedgeamaterial.b¥:~itittte·ofhaVit1;g'been dredged.or·excavated 
from waters ofthe w~~");w.@ul'<tbe~regulatedifresu,spendedand.transported to a location. beyo11d the 
place of i11itial removal in suehvolttrtte as:to'constitute other thancincidental fallback". 

The Corps' "Final R~~u1atofr~©,p·8~'at(dE~~~ronm,¢ritaKfinlll~af ~t~t~mentn .issu~d in.'1990 is replete 
with recognition·••oftlie<l~~~'st1f~'§~(;tirnel'ltati.9~1an~·~ilit~te~·~0rn~asitil2)n'qfthe,bedloaq, the 
reduction of total fishp~pti1a~@~s:;fl~Ellibet$·~8,-st}~~ie~~,de~p~rchann~ls,10wer·.flow.velocities,·•.large 
silt deposits, and lak~..~lc<tf~n4!tions ~~~se~·~y t!ted.ging, See page,3 through 26 of that report for a 
non-stop··descriptfon··ofthe'potll:Ition,'anden~irbn:mentaldamage••causedby.dredgingon.,the.Kansas 
River. 

The fact that significantancJ.'c?~s~q~eritiakdlsellar~~sof dre~gedHnaterialoccur.as aresult of the in­
stream activities ofsand·dredgin.~omtfid.~a~sas~~werw~re~ocumentedby,Dr; Frank Cross in. a 
Corps study .in ·1982.[n tfrat'st~~&·~ere'!e·.p>i~tur'escpf.thisseelilnentationand,enough·numeric 
documentation· to establis~toeyencl_;t'anyd©u].')t:'tfiat•g.ign.iificllntt:lischarges1of.dredged materials do 
occur as a resultofin~river a'.ctrvitiesdfdredgeson'.ffte Kartsas'.River. 

http:dre~gedHnaterialoccur.as
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Quoting Mr. Hughes's letter, "The dredging.activity may suspend solids thatescape the tip of the 
suction pipe or cutter head". Thus, Mr. Hughes seems to be unwilling to acknowledges that a 
discharge does, in fact, occur.In light ofthe·l982 Cross study and other studies mentioned in this 
document, ifthe Corps does not have proofpositive that a discharge is not occurring then it must 
proceed with testing or proceed as if a regulable discharge does occur. 

Clarification on this point is found inthe fourth paragraph in the "Discussion" in Federal Register I 
Vol. 66, No.11/ Wednesday, January 17, 2001 /Rules and Regulations,4. F. 3. Implementation. 

"As appropriate, the Corpswillalso be involved in working with thepublic on a project­
specific basis to monitor ongoing or completed projects which proceed without a section 404 
pennit through site visits,. remote sensing, field investigations andsoforthto verify that no 
regulable discharges have occurred". 

We know thatthe Corps has done no such cooperative workwiththe public. During the years 2002 
and 2003 when I called Mr. Bob Smith, of your office about observed Clean Water A.ct violations 
perpetrated by dredgers on the Kansas River he has told me that his office does nothave the time or 
resources to follow up on reports from the public. He informed me that his office has receivedfalse or 
misleading reports in the past, so his office. in noJonger willingto investigate reports from the public. 
Mr. Smith's only action was to tell the dreqgers that lhad reported them andto askthem what was 
going on (per my conversations with Mr. Smith). This .Jdnd of industry protection and lack of concern 
for the public interest are inconsistent with ''public participation, site v.isits, remote sensing, field 
investigations and other documentation that could verify that no regulable discharges have 
occurred. 11 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Marx and I visited a dredge cite.inthe DeSoto areaand Mr. Smith told me (at the 
site) that from his observations dredging was not contributing to any visible downstream alteration of 
the riverbed. I later found out that this dredge had been inoperative for many months had only just 
recently been reactivated. Further, the dredge was not operating at the time of our visit. Thus this 
dredge cite could not operatedlong enough to have been an indicator of whether orn0t1ong-tenn 
changes to the riverbed occur as a result .of in-river dredging activities. Even if the dredge had been 
active, a single observation from shore is not sufficient evidence to establish,the effects of 
downstream sedimentation, yet Mr. Smith seemed to think it was. 

Mr. Smith has .told me many times thathe has spent a Jot of time observing dredging activities on the 
Kansas River,.but when I·escorted·Mr .. Smith, Mr.. Marx and a group ofgovemment agency folks on a 
tour to hear what the dredgers. had to say neither Mr. Smith or Mr. Marx knew where the dredgers 
were located or how to drive tn their locations so I hadJo lead the convoyto each dredge site. This, 
despite the fact that these same dredges have been located atthese sameJocations.for more than a 
decade. This isfurtherindication. that neither Mr. Hughes, Mr.· Marx nor Mr. Smith have sufficient 
personal knowledge to makethedeterminationthat the in-rivet activities.of dredging on the Kansas 
River do not cause a discharge .other than "incidental fallback". 

My comments about Mr. Hughes, Mr. Smith and Mr. Marx are not intended to challenge their 
honesty or integrity but rather to establish that they have insufficient information to make the 
judgements that they have, so far, assumed to make without sl:lfficientdocumentation. 

http:activities.of
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Mr. Smith has told me ~art~eCo11ps cannotn.~~latethe effects ofdredging, but that they can only 
regulate·thecdisyharges tx9rrF$edgpng.laguee~sbutl~elieve that·:lhave reasonably.established 
that there arecdischarge,sJft~J¥;dredgerel~ted•irt~river~acth;itfos .. andthatthose discharges .have 
more. than. aNcte,menus;e~~tz';:~hus the effei.U•.e>fini.l'i\rer dredge related activities is· an 
important consideration·itiieletermining whether discharges are regufable.under the Section 
404 of the CWA. 

Further, 33 CFR 323:2 (d)(4)(i)'saws that section404 authorization is not required for certain 
activities, butthat the exem.ptio:n·does'notapply 

"unless the r:ersiJnNJ.emons:tt~tes:tothe satisfaction ~fthe Corps; or EPA. as appropriate, prior 
to commencing.t!ft,ey.ieti•vity·invelvingtheqischarg~, .. thq,tthe··activitywould not have the effect 
ofdestroJiMgordisgn:tdiirgiif.ny·aleaofawatef's•ofthelJniteil·States ''. 

Thus the effects ofdteqging are directlypertinentto whretl1er;Secti('.)ft 404 is applicable. 
A readingofDr. FrankCr~ss"rep9l"t or the 1990 FinalRegulatory Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement pages3-Z61~staalislies1withoutdol;lbt"tlratthe.dre~gingactivitiesin the Kansas River 
clearly "have the effectof'desttoyin'g:or degrading,anyarea ojwaters ofthe ffnitedStates "; 

33 CFR 323.2 (d)(6);says 
•'forpUqJOSe~ ofdhiS Sec#~~jlll'l ~CtivicyiaSSOOiate{l;~ithoitJischar:ge.O{dre4gedtnateria[ 
degrades.an··..a~ea>off·~atf~s;,~f;thz'•flfifite~JS:tates+if;.itht~:S:0more.than•~·deminimis•Ci..e., 
inconsequen~idBi•e'fleet.•on~th&.:aieaibW:i:iiusi'ng•·riln·.identifiable·ind:ividual(J)r•cumulative 
adverse effect on.:any al:J:uatic:: fitl:icti@n''. 

It cannot be established (because iris not true) thatdredgingactivitiesin the Kansas Riverresult only 
in incidental fallbac~ that have·onlg·a ~e niinimis(t.e., •• i~con~equential) et!fecton the area .by causing 
an identifiable indittidual;or.r:.umulit•tive adverse:eject; eti,any.fg:quaticdfttnction. 

The Corps, stated onpage26bfits't992:£1Sthefollowing 
VIII. Alternatives . . < .. . 

Various·alterntitfves;Jmve~v~e~'·examineilto·resolv,~:tltec'.fssttes,relating.·tocommercial 
dredging·activitieson'?the.·[fan,.s,as;Rill.er: 1Jieeconorr;it:,importan~etof1fansasRiversand and 
gravel·.andtheti~penTdence11if£;¥aniousc~nstruetivnin~u~trie&vntheprodu~ttmustobe.weighed 
against the morphologic;, :ecolag.iiJ~ .·and eeon:omia.di.tincrges thlltmay resultifrom·continued 
sand and graveldre.dgingdctivities on the river ... " 

The ·corps argumentj,as·state~'bmte}is···thattllepQssible ~~ffer~ntial.·costbet\¥een dredged sand and 
pit~rnined ·sandjusti,fies:_mor_phelBgiQ,ecolo~iG and'eeotmmic•·a~m.agesthatresult ·from.dredging.·. I 
pointout that the Corps i·f110fetlrecfeati.Dn~·1 •c.ultµralancl soci~tfildam.ages.Jalsopointout that the 
Corps reasoning is.·c0nttadi~t01(:.to tfie C'WA and:specificallyto/Section404 and to ·33 CFR Section 
323.6 Special policies,;a~~;tl().tbee~l.lr¢8:. ·.• 

(a) The Secret())rydft~eAtftfY'~as;.delegatell·to·theChi'(tj'@fiPingil:feersthe authority to issue or 
deny section ·404q:;ermit8."iTf1ei(lis~rt,et'.e1i~t.neer:witzrey.i·e~,applications;forpermitifor the 
discharge ofdred,~edorfillnratef!idl:itt'lid;waters o.ftth:e((!Jnitetb8tates in accordance with 
guidelinespromuJ~atedby th.~ Administrator, ~PA, un~er authority ofsection 404(b )(I) ofthe 
CWA. ·(see 40 GF:Jt,v1Ra'pf.''2'8~)18ubj(?ctt~'·Considet~tion ?~any~economie impact•on navigation 
and·anchorag(tpttrsuant.t(JcSecti@n4@?f(!bff2);ii_pennitkWJiUyb¥J·4:leniedifthe discharge,that 
would be authorizedby:'such;a perrrtit,wouldnotce>mplywiththe.404(b)( I) guidelines. Ifthe 
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district engineer determines that theproposed discharge would comply with the 404(b)( 1) 
guidelines, he will grant the permit unless issuance would be contrary to the public interest. 

Thus, the only economic consideration allowed under 323.6 is whether dredging would have a 
negative impact on navigation and anchorage. 

The term "practicable", as defined in 40 CFR 230 and throughout the Clean Water Act and supporting 
regulations, "means available and capable ofbeing done aftertaking into consideration cost, existing 
technology, andlogistics in light ofoverall project purposes". 

The components of "practicable" include: 
''Available'' - Yes! Sand is available.from sandpit mining throughout the Kansas River floodplain 
(Booker 1985). 
"Capable ofbeing done" - Yes! Although I recognize that there is some political resistance to 
dredging moving into the flood plain the dredging industry is partly responsible for fueling that 
problem rather than trying to buildJocal partnerships and gain state,andlocal support for pit mining. 
Taking into consideration cost -The Corps estimated 6% increase inthedelivered cost of sand 
equates to a relatively smallpercentage increase in the overall cost of a finished home or driveway, 
and that cost is paid by the person who wants the sand, not by his neighbors who want that sand to 
stay where it belongs, inthe river. The dredgers have complained that they have a hard time finding 
landowners that are willing to sell their land. It is more likely that they are having a hard time finding 
landowners that are willing to sell their land for the price the dredgers are offering. 
Existing technology - Yes! The aggtegate industry is more able than any time before to locate 
suitable deposits of sand. 

"Logistics in light ofoverall project purposes" - Yes! The dredging industry, the state, the counties 
the cities and the various components of the construction industry all need sand. It has become clear 
that the future of the dredging industry on the Kansas River is limited. ''In light of the overall 
purpose" the "logistics" would be to form cooperative and mutually beneficial alliances so that 
everyone gets what they want.. The various levels of state and local government and industry should 
stop conspiring to throw up roadblocks to movementinto the floodplain and begin working on 
cooperative ways to accomplish the "overall projectpurposes". The "overall projectpurpose" is (1) to 
protect this river as requited bylaw foffuture generations, (2)to buy or sell sand ata reasonable cost, 
(3) to have that sand neartheir marketand (4)to Itiake a profit or to be prosperous. None of these are 
mutually exclusive and they are all possible with the logistics I have suggested. 

Clearly moving off the river for sand is a practicable alternative. 

We will now quote 40 CPR 230.lO(a)(l) in italics and will periodically insert our comments. 
"Although all requirements in section 230.T must be met, the compliance evaluation 
procedures will vary to reflect the seriousness of the potential for adverse impacts on the 
aquatic ecosystemsposed;by specific dredge orfill materials discharge activities. 

Thus, as·I have argued above atidwitI ·demonstrate later in this docume.nt the .Corp~ must consider 
both the seriousness of the historic impacts of dredgii;ig and the POTENTIALfor (ldverse impacts. 

(a) Except as provided under sectiOn 404(b )(2), no discharge ofdredged orfill material shall 
be permitted if there is a practicable alternative to the discharge which would have a less 
adverse impactdn the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other 
significant adverse environmental conseqUences. 

http:docume.nt


(1) For the purpose/ofthe requt·rement,.practicable alternatives include, but are not 
limited to: 
(i) 	 Activiti'eswhichdo.notinvolvea disch,argeiofdredged or fill material into the 

waters ofthe UnitedStates or ocea'rf' wate.r;s; 
(ii) 	 Discharge ofdredged or fill material at other.locations in waters of the United 

States ofoeealn;.waters~ 
(2) An altetnative.is,pnitcticoblei;fit isavaila8leandcapable ofbe.ing done after taking 

into consideration costs,/ existing technology;.and logistics in light ofoverall project 
purposes. Ifit is otherwise apracticable alternative, and area met presently owned be 
the applicant which could reasonably be obtained, Utilized~ expandedor managed in 
ordertofulflll.the bfl,Sic purpose oftheptoposedactivity maybe considered. 

We have already established that practicable alternatives exist and meet the definitions of "practicable 
altemati ves" herein described. 

(b) 	No dtschargec@fdredg:ed.or'JiU.•riit~terialshall be·permittedifit: 
(1) Causes orccontribu;tes,ciafter.eonsi·deration ofdisposal site dilution and dispersion,. to 

violations of:any ap[J.liettlft'e:"Stdte water qµalfty standard; 
(2) Violates ahyappUedbte:toxiceffl.uent standard brprohibition.under section 307 ofthe 

Act; 
We submit that the discharge of dredgedmatel'fals causes the following contributions to· violations of 
Kansas Water Quality'Standards: 

1. 	 The covering affine sedi111ent··that ciredg~pg Qa!lses tobe depositedonthe riverbed is, bY definitions !iefined by 
Kansas. administrative regµl~.tio:qs:as a/'.p~llut~1lt'' byK.A,~. s~Ction ~8...,l 6~48b··(ss) and (tt) 

(ss) 	"Pollutant means anyphysical, biological, or chefl'ZiiJal Conditions, ~Ubftances,. or combination of 
substances released into swfacewaters ofthe state that results in surface water pollution, as defined 
in K.A.R. 28-16-28 (tt); 

( tt) Pollutant'~ me~ns dnypfithefollow~ng: 
Cont°'mitta.tion,.pr ot~fP.caltenrt;j~?l<?f fhe:.phy~.fcal;.c4enii<;al; orbiologic.al· properties· ofthe 5uiface 
watersojthestCl;t,(?; inclf,l,'tJi~~.cliarfg?~ · 1:cJture,/t(l!jffit, qtfor,.turl(idtty,. or color ofthe. water; 
Disc/i.ar-g.~s of¥9s~oq.J,li~u'ffl:..•folf;J:; r . .· .. ·.... · . e, Jt(ifT9f i~logical, or of her substances into surface 
waters in a mq,rin:er lllft 1r14ycreate a nuisance or render these waters harmful, detrimental or 
injurious to a.ny ofth¢feill'owing: 

Public health, Yafezy,;pr·welfdre; ·· 
Dom~stic, 'imlustfial,agiricultutaL recteational .. orother designated uses.·" 

Domestic,. industrial anfi. tfg:r;fcy,l(U;ral .. ::: wa.ter•.irttalf.f~'fl~ wel,ls thµt are. bei11g damaged 
Recreation .. .d(fgrat<1Jiq!J.9f.aq~f!~ic,q.1J?:iripfiriqn ~Mitqt, ri~e~~.e.d degradatiol't and loss offishery 
Other designated uses =·aquatiC life s~ppoiTthat isbeing impaired 

2. 	 The dredging process, as practiced onFthe Ka.ns:isRiver by the commercial sand and gravel cornpanies, 
discharge pollutants from,. an ''~t'icial"souroe'..':;Wh!s·artificiaLsource ofpollution can onJy·be abated by 
"complete restraint", ascitedinK.A.R. section28~16-28b (d). 

"artificial. sour.c~s~)1p:.a11s,s~~r~es ofpqll!f.ti~n.thaot r:esitltfr:.rm hu}nan actiyitie.s amlthat can be abated 
by construction ofcontrol;stryJctitres, modificiitzon ofoperaiing practices, complete reitraint ofactivities, 
or any combinationofthesemethods; .,. 

3. 	 The dredging has already destrQ~J.~d ttnq co~tin~es1.~o destroy;th~<~plogi9aUntegrity of the Kansas River's 
aquaticanq ter.tJ~§tt;i~x~90~¥:~ten:g;eyi,r~;i;ig;~ th,y ~P<i.i.i"mept0fthe s1rtlcJ;ure and function of the aquatic 
ecosystel)'.l, as cie~lied§yK;A.I{.:~1cti~l12~.~t6:-48b(y); 

"Ecological i#te.gri~ meafts'(he natit:palQr.urtirnpaifed struc~fe and functioning ofan ·aquatic or 
terrestrial icosystem": · ·· · 

4. 	 The "highestregulatetym~·quirerne:nts',' :md .•;allc<.?.s}:effectjve ar).cl•teasq1l;;thle•best·management practices'' have 
not been achieved Ol1.this river. FUttbe,r, thf? '.iexi;rlngµse~'Pf.aqll{ltic li~e sµpportcannotbe protected 
concurrently with dredging activities due to the nall:tre of the dredging process. Therefore, regardless of 
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whether there is a specific violation ofth<l state's numeric criteria for turbidity, sedimentation and chlordane 
the designated uses of food prncurem~nt and aquaticJife mustbe protected under the state's antidegradation 
policy as cited by the Kansas antidegradation policy(K.A.R. section 28-16-28(c) (a) (2): 

"Ifexisting surface water quality is better than applicable water quality criteria established in these 
regulations, water quality shall not be lowered unless, after full satisfaction ofthe inter-governmental 
coordination andpublicparticipation requirements ofthe Kansas implementation policies on 
antidegradation, the department has determined that a lawering ofwater quality is needed to provide for 
important social and economic development in the geographical area in which the waters are located. In 
those instances where the depaftmentpermits the towering ofsurface water quality, the existing and 
designated uses shall be fullypfotected and thehighest statutory and regulatory requirements for all point 
sources ofpollution and all cost effective and reasonable best managementpracticesfor nonpoint sources 
ofpollution shall be achieved." · 

5. 	 The suspended solids criteria inKansas regulations does not allow the kind of damage being done to the 
Ka.nsas River. I cite KAR 28-16-28e(c)(2)(D) 

"Suspended solids. Suspended solids added to surface waters by artificial sources shall not interfere with 
the behavior, reproduction, physical habitat, or other factors related to the survival and propagation of 
aquatic or semi-aquatic life or terrestrial wildlife .... " 

6. 	 We are aware ofthe socioeconomic and political concerns raised by the process of moving the sand dredging 
industry off of the river. I am also aware thatthe state may consider a variance for the whole industry or for 
specific sites. However, under thecircull1Stances,this cannot beallowedunder Kansas regulations because the 
sand dredging prncess creates "harmful. efiects of substances that originate fromartifidal sources of pollution 
and produce public health hazards, imisance conditions, and impairment ofdesignated uses''. Because of these 
hazards, nuisance conditions and impairments the state cannot allow a variance. Therefore, regardless of 
whether the state is willing to take any action or voice an opinion the Corps cannot allow dredging on the 
Kansas River. I citeK.A.R. 28-16-28f(e)to quote the state'sregulations on such variances: 

"Variances. If, upon writt.enaJ!plication by any person, the department finds that by reason ofsubstantial 
and widespread socioeconomic impact the strict enforcement ofthe water quality criteria ofKA.R. 28-16­
28e( c) is not feasible, a variance may be permitted by the department." 
However, the variance regulations also dictate that 
"( 4) No action that impacts upon water quality shall be granted a variance from the tenns and. conditions 
ofK.A.R. 28-16-28e(b)." 
KA.R. 28-l6-28e(b) "Surface waters shall be free, at all times, from.the harmfuleffects ofsubstances that 
originate from artificial sources ofpollution and produce any public health hazard, nuisance condition, or 
impairment ofdesignated use. " 

Two examples of potential. variances that could not be allowed would include: 
o 	 The Kansas fish consumption advisory on· the Kansas River. Due to chlordane contamination 

food procurement is .impaired on the Kansas River and the state has a TMDL on chlordane. Since 
dredging can contribute to· the relocation of chlordane in the river then dredgingwould also 
contribute to a violatibn ofstate water quality standards and under K.A.R. 28-l6-28f (e) the state 
cannot grant a variance. 

o 	 The turbidity andsuspencie<isolids dischargedfrom dredg~relatedactivities are substances that 

originate from artificial sources ofpollution andp:toduce nuisance conditions to recreation, and 

manmade structures. 


Thus dredging cannot be permitted, regardless of other federal considerations because it would 
contribute to multiple violations of state water quality standards. I would add here that there is 
nothing in federal law that says that the state must cite any ofthese problems as a violation, only that 
the activities in question°contribute to a vi0lation ofstate water quality standards'' and I have proven 
that such is the case. 

40 CFR 230.10 (c) says: 
(c) 	Exceptasprovidedundersection 404(b)(2), no dischqrge.ofdredged or fill material shall 

be permitted which will cause•orcorttribute to significant degradation of the waters of the 
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UnitedStates. ·~i~~ings·9(signtpca~t·~eg~a~atiort•Telutedto •theproposed diwcharge shall 
be based up°:nqp£ro~r;i~te{dttu~l~ei~~iri;f!ti°:t7,s;·ev,a1:~~tions, .. and testsrequired by 
subpartsfJ.9itdG,9fter~onsiaerat~pn,'oj'~1lbpa71~ Cthtqugh F, with special emphasis on 1 
thepersisteru;eqri(l.pe~nence.ofthe;>i[!Jffects.outlinedinthose subparts.... Under these 
Guidelines, e!ffeets eontrdbutingto significant degradation considered individually.or 
collectively, include: 

~tsvi'tlie d{schar ·e:d • ()llutafitson human health or wel are 
li'fti.it ·t~ ~..i!~# 1'1:nm~n18i ~tit ~ater su ·· ·.lies planktonJim 

shell sh wi ..ze an,d.speciqLaqu~tic..sites. 
(2) 	Signifi,c~nt adverse eJ!ects ofthedischarge oft.pollutants on life .stages ofaquatic life 

and other wi1:dllfe tlependenton aquatic ecosystems; ··inolui1ingthe transfer, 
concentra,ti()~,.a~dsJJ.\eadPffl)llW"rnts;Oftheir by-products outside the disposal site 
throit:g~hiolqgic4J, p~y.sica/, .·.a1'/cl ch~l]1iCalpr()Cess; 

(3) Significant aclverse effects of:th~tJdsclu:irge ofppllutants on. aquatic ecosystem 
diversity., productivity.;. and•stability.. Such effects may include, but are not limited to, 
loss ?{fish,;~1JdwiZ,~life<¥bitat?rl9ss ?(the capacity ofa wetland to· assimilate 
nutrients~Pff1:i[Y;~ct!~to~'te~a,ct{l1Jqv~·~ne[fP':''pr· 

(4) 	Significt1ii;tZ·/aily¢~s~·.e:Jle;cts <Jf:at:S.i:'ha,~ge.ofpbl{T!Ja1Zts on recreational, aesthetic, and 
economic.values. · · ·· 

According tothefirstpara~IaRhof.t,flis'~u~se~tio~t~eporps'i~'reqtiiredto h.ave sufficient data and 
documents to make a"ractu31 tl~te~nati?IJ.0,,J3uttI-ie.relia~e been no "factual determinations, 
evaluations and tests as reqµired b~,.su,qpart~.I3 andCJ as of this time. 

Further, I have establishedand.wilhcontifiuetoestablish in this documentthattheCorps cannot 
provide sufficient data.to allow dredgin~ to c,pnti~~~ becaus~ die dredge related activities cause 
violations of this subsection: Speeifiea:lly IwiUestablishthat'dfedge related activities have adverse 
effects caused by: · ... 

a 	 The discharge ofpolluta.nts on life stages ofaquatic life· and other wildlife including the 
transfer, •. cencentrati©n1,,~4 spred.a0of ¢h1~rdane or theiriby,-products outside the disposal 
site. througnbio1Qgfoal;.;physieal,•,alJl1l ..cl::iemicaLpr.ocess. 

o 	 The effects pf: dischatges;o;F'pollU.tlltltS,~n aqulil:tic eqosystemdiversity, productivity, and 
stability. 1Dhese inclmle·,b:ubare .not limitedto,Jossnf.fish·a.IRGl wildlife habitat and the loss 
of the capacity of.~etlandstoassimilatenutrien.ts, purify water and reduce. wave .energy. 

o 	 Turbidity, sedimentation, fishery degradation, habitat degradation~ side· streams 
degradati0n,'dama.g~topi1;11lli¢ aqcess:s~ructures, anqdegf~dation'of aesthetic. values that 
negativelytimpactrecreation·'alld' related economic.and social values. 

40 CFR230.10(d)says: 
(d) Except asprovi'd.edunderc:Sl3Ctioh4tJ4(b}(2), no discharge offillmaterials shall be 

permitted'tfnless appropriate an&practicabl,esteps:have ·been taken which will minimize 
potentialadverse.impacts.iofflJediS.eharge. on the(aquatic ecosystem. Subpart H i<lentifies 
such possible steps . . 

We have checked subpart Hand have found that the Corps has taken no such steps. The Corps might 
suggest that it could fulfill one of the suggested steps by limiting the discharges to areas where the 
ecosystemhas already,been so .l;)adl~.tlarnag~d,by cbiedging.that :€utther.ilredging would have no 
further negative impact. Y"et•l point out' that even the worst areas damaged:by dredging, such as the 
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Kansas City area below river mile 15, would sustain further damage and would prevent the 
restoration of more natural conditions .and river structures would continue to be at riskif dredging 
were allowed to continue. 

Under this section, the Corps clearly has the non-discretionary duty to require that practicable 
alternatives be used when water resources are being impaired. I contend and will further establish in 
this document that moving sand production off of the river meets all of the requirements of a 
"practicable alternative11 under the law. 

Therefore, and for all of the documented reasons stated above, the Corps has no basis for making the 
claim, as did Mr. Hughes in his letter of May.15, 2003, that the Corps "do(es)not have the authority 
under section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act to regulate any aspect ofthe dredging aptivity that takes 
place on the Kansas River. 11 Nor is the Corps justified in limiting its authority to section l 0 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899(33 USC 403).as stated in the Corps Public Notice dated August 8, 
2003. 



Part VI. Section:ii@·ortne Rllive:rs''anetcliarbors 1¥et 
The requirements dfthel'livers arldHarl:foffi A:ctisveryfami1fartotfie·Cotps sol will skip the 
introductions. 

The "Public Notice'states: 
''Due to.un~cce[Jt~fYl~ a~g#~8lutie~'(av~rage ofgteatertha~ 2feetdegradation.·.in a 5-mile 
long reach ofriver)·KJinsasRivf3rmiles 26.95 - '40.Saren:olonger open to•commercial 
dredging. No pemlit applications will be accepted itrthis teach ofriver at this time. 11 

First, I challenge the ·accu~acy:ofth~ ~otps'C~:arttit1ed 11R:gifliltoi:y Monit~~1lg Program Mean Bed 
Profile"·•dated J\.Pril~:Oa~. \Vllen ct>E'\~ilfl'ng ~at chautto·t1fe~eb~s'Chart t~at it titled "Regulatory 
Monit?ring Ptografi1·f.Ii~~·tfit~7?"Y:r7ofile~'''a!~o.ttated ·f\p~!~ao~Ifind tllatthe··Jow'profiles are 
wen below the 199~m~~·;~rd~1e:~f9~~ve~le~~ 10·44~0, a~€Fth~rthehigh prof~les are only 
marginally· above the·r9~2 m:~a.n·,='~Iiffougll.ffis veiy 'possiblethat'tlre corps numeric cahmlation of 
the 2002 mean profile is·accurateitis critica1thatthese numbers and calculations are reviewedto 
make sure that they are accurate. 

It is also important to review the trend that is established by these two charts. Both of these charts, 
especially the "Regulatory MonitoringProgramHigh and Low Profiles" demonstrate that the riverbed 
elevations are rapidly degrading in all reaches ofthe river where dredging has occurred, except a few 
small reaches 

The Corps has moreteS;ponsibility urtcierSectfon 1-0 ofthe RI-IA thanto ig11ore the trend established 
by their own data.Thistrend7 as establishedbythemonitoririgdatrt, shows that the riverbed will 
continue to degrade at a rate that the Corps cannot allow to be sustained. 

The "hope" of the current Regulatory Plan was that by removing smaller quantities of sand from the 
river the dredges would only remove the same amount of sandthatthe river would transport into each 
reach naturally. Thus hoping tha.tthe d,redging industry could operate with minimal, if any, effect on 
the river's profile and thus minimize the rtegativeiinpacts on the river and non"'dredging interests. But 
that is not what has happened. The riverbed.elevations have changed dramatically and all reaches of 
the river that have.been dreqgi;:d (forgreat distances upstreain al1d down) are showing all of the signs 
and symptoms of massive impacts thatcannotbe sustained without dire consequences. 

The Corps already knows that once a riverbed is destabilized by increases in gradient, changes in 
riverbed profiles anddeteridrationofriparianvegetationa rivet (any river) will remain unstable for 
many years until equiHbriumisreestablished, The monitoring data shows thatthis is happening. The 
Corps has the responsibility to recognize this and to modify its Regulatory Plan now that it has this 
new infonnation. 

The Corps has the responsibility tolookbeyondthe oldda.ta and mindset of 12 years ago and to use 
its considerable knowh~dge ofrivermorphologytorecognize that diedging can no longer be allowed 
to continue on the Kansas River. 
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Part VII Conclusion 

The ecological systems, our economy, our quality of life and our culture needs must be viewed as a 
whole to understand the total cumulative costs of dredging t-0 our society. 

The Kansas River is not one river among many where Kansans can go to recreate. It is not one among 
many potential sources of water for our communities. It is certainly not a place where the Corps of 
Engineers should be measuring the economic advantage to an industry against the river's long-term 
benefit to our future or making odds on whether closing a small segment of the river will be enough 
to end the long history of damage the dredging industry has done to the river. 

Both now and in the future, the Kansas River itself is a singularly unique eco-system upon which the 
futures of wildlife and many tens of millions of people will rely. 

By the information presented in this document I have established that the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers has the authority and the responsibility to end commercial sand and gravel dredging on the 
Kansas River. 

Cc: 
a Governor Kathleen Sebelius, Office of the Governor, Capitol, 300 SW 10th Ave., Suite. 212S, 

Topeka, KS 66612-1590 
a Colonel Curtis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 601 E 12th Street, Kansas City, MO 64101 
CJ Secretary Roderick Bremby, Kansas Department of Health and Environment, 1000 SW Jackson, 

Topeka, KS 66612 
a Secretary Adrian J. Polansky, Kansas Department of Agriculture 109 SW 9th ·Topeka, KS 66612 
CJ David Pope, Division of Water Resources, Kansas Department of Agriculture, 109 SW 9th· 

Topeka, KS 66612 
CJ Secretary Mike Hayden, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, 1020 S. Kansas, Topeka, KS 

66612-1327 
a Clark Duffy, Kansas Water Office, 901 S Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS 66612 



January 12, 2004 

Joe Hughs 
601 E lzth Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Subject: The position of the Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District on Section 404 
authority over sand dredging on the Kansas River. 

On January 6' 2004 you and I met with Josh Marx in your office to discuss Section 404 
authority on Kansas River Sand Dredging. During the discussion we examined the 
various factors that would either require 404 authority to be applied or not allow 404 
authority. 

We agreed on most of the peripheral factors, but could not find agreement on several 
fundamental issues. 

We agreed that if the discharge from a single dredge, or the cumulative effect of multiple 
dredges cause more than "incidental fall back" then section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
would apply. 

Our points of disagreement are (1) you said that Kansas River dredgers never discharge 
more than incidental fallback, (2) that the Corps has wide latitude in determining what is, 
and what is not a regulable discharge (i.e., "incidental fallback) and (3) that the Corps is 
not required to have any evidence to establish that only incidental fallback results from 
Kansas River dredging and (4) that the Corps is not required to work with the public to 
monitor and collect evidence on ongoing projects that proceed without 404 authority as 
dredging has. 

I asked you and Mr. Marx specifically if the Corps had any evidence that only incidental 
fallback has resulted from Kansas River dredging. Your reply was that you have no 
evidence and that you have no intent of producing any evidence of that nature. You said 
that, "the Corps has come to the general opinion that this type of dredging never causes a 
regulable discharge." You also said, "the Corps is allowed to use its best professional 
judgement to make these kinds of determinations without specific evidence". 

I stated my disagreement with these points, citing the federal register and 33 CFR 323 
(found at http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/dredged2001.pdf ). I 
presented the following arguments that I would appreciate you reviewing now. 

1. The Corps must produce evidence that only incidental fallback results from 
dredging otherwise section 404 authority is required. 

The summary in the federal register, dated January 17, 2001, on page 4550 states 
that the Corps reaffirms the reputable presumption (which it had earlier 

http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/dredged2001.pdf
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established) that in-stream mining results in more than incidental fallback unless 
the Corps, on a case-by-case evaluation, establishes that a particular activity 
results in ONLY incidental fallback. 

Page 4558 of the Federal Register states "Today's rule sets forth the agencies' 
view that the use ofmechanized earth moving equipment in water ofthe U.S. 
results in a discharge ofdredged material unless there is evidence that only 
incidentalfallback results .... " 33 CPR 323.2(c)(2)(i) makes it clear that suction 
dredging is considered one of the many types of "mechanized earth moving 
equipment" included in that statement. 

40 CPR 232.2 (2)(i) and (c) 33 CPR 323.2 (2)(i) state that "The Corps and EPA 
regards ... in-stream mining ... as resulting in a discharge ofdredged material 
unless project specific EVIDENCE shows that activity results in ONLY incidental 
fallback. "; 

2. The Corps is required to work with the public to monitor ongoing projects. 

Page 4568 of the Federal Register states, "As appropriate, the Corps will also be 
involved in working with the public on a project by project specific basis to 
monitor ongoing or completed projects which proceed without a section 404 
permit through site visits, remote sensing, field investigations and so forth to 
verify that no regulable discharges have occurred." 

As I presented this information you indicated that these regulations do not apply 
to Kansas River dredging, though you would never say why. 

3. The Corps cannot, and has not made a determination that hydraulic dredging such 
as is done on the Kansas River, or elsewhere, is not a regulable activity under section 
404. 

Page 4554 of the Federal Register makes it clear that hydraulic dredging, as done 
on the Kansas River, is considered a regulable activity unless project-specific 
evidence establishes otherwise. "For example, we acknowledge that some suction 
dredging operations can be conducted in such a manner that ifthe excavated 
material is pumped to an upland location or other container outside waters ofthe 
U.S. and the mechanized removal activity takes place without re-suspending and 
relocating sediment downstream, then such operations generally would not be 
regulated." 

I reminded you that all evidence available on the Kansas River shows that 
dredging does resuspend and does relocate sediment downstream, but you said 
that the corps, never the less, does not require you to produce any project-specific 
evidence to prove otherwise. 

4. The Corps cannot assume a broad definition of "incidental fallback". 
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Page 4559 of the Federal Register says, "In our view, to constitute "incidental 
fallback", a redeposit logically must be BOTH "incidental" (i.e., a minor, 
subordinate consequence ofan activity) AND "Jallback" (i.e., in substantially the 
same place as the initial removal). 11 

I reminded you that the increase in sedimentation downstream from dredges was 
well documented by Cross, and that the sedimentation was very substantially and 
it was redeposited great distances downstream. You indicated, though not stated 
specifically, that you could ignore that data. 

With each of my points you said that I was taking only the parts of the law that supported 
my opinion and ignoring the rest. Just the opposite, I believe that is exactly what you are 
doing. 

You stated that you intend to instruct the Kansas City office to proceed with dredge 
permit renewals without 404 authority. Since the regulations do not allow that latitude, 
you have decided to act in direct conflict with the law. Although you disagree with that 
statement you have been unable to provide a basis in law, a written directive from the 
Corps, or any other logical support that would refute the laws and the Federal Register as 
we had discussed. In that, we finally agreed to disagree. 

If I have misinterpreted any of your opinions I apologize and ask that you redirect me 
without delay. 

Even if 404 authority is not used and is not required (for some technicality of which I am 
not yet aware) I will appreciate anything you can do to protect the Kansas River under 
Section 10 of the River and Harbors Act. So with that thought, I thank you for all you can 
do to help our communities protect this wonderful river. 

Cordially, 

Dave Murphy 

Cc: 
Joshua Marx, 601E12th Street, Kansas City, MO 
Colonel Curtis, 601 E 12th Street, Kansas City, MO 
William H. Gill, EPA, Region VIII, 901 North 5th Street, Kansas City, KS 66101 

Dave Murphy, 3978 Iowa Lane, Ottawa, KS 66067, 785-242-8343 
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February 2, 2006 

Mr. Joshua Marx 
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Kansas City;.R'ti.~latory Offic~, 
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TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION 
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I am wti!tng thi~~etter in regards to the comment letter received by the·O~a Tribe in 
regardstp are~i6ns,e f()r eomment accordingto the National Histoii9 Pr~sef:kl:ltion Act.- .. . . ~ 

" . 
It is o~ il)_te~woitto state yes, it is our historical lands ..However,. ifther~ hi:ts B~~n 
previo~~·~istwbtl11~~of soil then no response should be required. Also,.cQiatift~ere 
shouldfot h · .11 to:,be anjnadvertentdiscoyery~.yourprocess shouldiIUII1~9!at¥ly be to 
contactrile the address o;f;t:,bis.~1e,t;tet;C2'z' · · · . . 

·~-- ' -~. 

The co~tactc~~r8,011pill be·myselfand·ifyouhave ~Y ot!l~rgdestions, please .~~.not 

hesitate:tocq~tactusat your convemence. I can b~-phed at (402) 84,6--5166!·;. 


'.' '' ·,._ - .',,;'.< '--:;:{:c-.;"' ' ' -- ' :-o'-:• 

. Thank.5ft'ilufor~purtime.and attention. 
' '<:/>-:­

?' .1· 10.1 en~ r ' 



WINNEBAGO TRIBE OF NEBRASKA 

P.O. Box 687 •Winnebago, Nebraska 68071 • PH: 402-878-2272 • Fax: 402-878-2963 


Web: info@winnebagotribe.com 


February 13, 2006 

Joshua Marx, US Army Corps ofEngineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
601 E. Ith Street 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106 


Re: Permit No. 200600407 

Dear Mr. Joshua Marx, 

Thank you for your letter. The Cultural Preservation Office would like to inform you that 
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska had no village sites, grave sites, or sacred sites in the 
area ofthe proposed construction. Ifthere are cultural properties or human remains 
di$coveredinthe proposed construction area, can you please notify my office at 402-878­
3313. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

0.n1ili~ ~R~~ 
E1nilyLucy De Leon 
Temporary Director, 
Repatriation and Cultural Preservation Office 
(402) 878-3313 

TRIBAL COUNCIL, 


CHAIRMAN - JOHN BLACKHAWK 


VICE·CHAIRMAN - JAMES E. SNOW 


SECRETARY· LOUIS C. HOUGHTON, JR. 


TREASURER - DARWIN SNYDER 


MEMBERS: CHARLES W. ALDRICH, LORELEI 1-\. DECORA, KENNETH MALLORY, TERRY ST. CYR. RAMONA C. WOLFE 


mailto:info@winnebagotribe.com
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.•· area..·•.•·l-loweyer, we do·• rrq:Ue$f•to.•~• 
uncov.eredatcinytime throug!lout the variotisphases gt the project. 

Pte9sefe~lfree .• focallme 

February6, 70().6 

loshu~~/Marx . ..... ·.... ·.·.··.·•.. ···.·• ·•· > . • 

us Ar"1y Corps of Engine~rs, .1<ansas City Regulatory Offic~. 
601 East 12th street · .····. ·· · 
Kansa.s.·····. c.ity, Misso\lrt (;4io.·.6 

' - - - -/ -'. - - ","c': ­ -/ 

tam Writing to inforl"f}y.04 tl19:t·J arn. ipryt:~ipt.Qfyour recent Na~9nal Historic Pres~r\t9tioh ,i\ct 
(NHPA)/Sect:ion 106 andSEictionJtO .correspondence. 

Aft~r re"iewing the i:()qtents. of y0Utrecent mailjng we would like to inform that we h~'ve no 
objections to the following project(s): 

- - -- - - ' 

eerrni~.No..200&()0407.
<:'·<- ---- -'_: :,,_- ';>" _,,.- --: - , __ ·<: :: _--- - --< '. _/ 

Atthis ti.IJle .we are.· uri~yiJ<Jr~pfany Jli?toric;qfcult!,J~~l.•.rescn.irc:e5Jh the proposed development 
•. il'Tlrnediately t;qf]taetedif.any inadvertent discoveries are 

· 
.,_-- -- _- .,. _---_- :' .·:--_- - .'_;·-_'. 

•. at(785).• 96{;-4007··or~a~ditio~alinformatiop can be faxed to 
(7:85)966-4009; We look forward to working with you.· 

.. Respectfully, 

K$ 66509 • 785.966.4000 • Fax: 7'e,5,966.4002 • Toll Free: 877.715.;(3789 

http:eerrni~.No
http:ipryt:~ipt.Qf
http:inforl"f}y.04
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Dorothy McCormick [dmccormick_esto@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2006 8:44 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit No. 200600407 

January 23, 2006 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Thank you for notice of the referenced project(s). The Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma is currently 
unaware ofany documentation directly linking Indian Religious Sites to the proposed construction. In 
the event any items falling under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) are discovered during construction, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe request notification and 
fUrther consultation. 
The Eastern Shawnee Tribe has no objection to the proposed construction. At present, the Eastern 
Shawnee Tribe does not wish to participate as a consulting party on the above referenced project(s). 
However, if any human skeletal remains and/or any objects falling under NAGPRA are uncovered 
during construction, the construction should stop immediately, and the appropriate persons, including 
state and tribal NAGPRA representatives contacted. 
Sincerely, 
Dorothy W. McCormick for Jo Ann Beckham, Administrative Assistant 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe ofOklahoma 

Brings words and photos together (easily) with 
PhotoMaiL- it's free and works with Yahoo! Mail. 
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Marx, Joshua A NWK 

From: Repatriation Tribal Historic Preservation Office [pawneeodyssey@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 9:43 AM 

To: Marx, Joshua A NWK 

Subject: Permit# 200600407 

Dear Sir; The Pawnee Nation has no interests in Shawnee County Kansas. Thank you. 
Francis Morris 
Repatriation Coordinator and THPO 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 

Yahoo! Autos .. Looking for a sweet ride? Get pricing, reviews, & more on new and used cars. 



TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

.,.--~-IFebruary 21, 2006 

US Army Corps ofEngineers 
Joshua Marx 
601 E. 12th St 
Kansas City, MS 64106-2896 

RE: Pennit No. 200600407 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Osage Tribe ofOklahoma has evaluated the above reference sites, and we have 
detennined that the sites could have religious or cultural significance to the Osage Tribe 
being our former reservation & homeland. However, if construction activities should 
expose Osage archeological materials, such as bone, pottery, chipped stone, etc., we ask 
that construction activities cease, and this office be contacted so that an evaluation can be 
made. 

Should you have any questions, you can reach me at (918) 287-5332. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

c.s~ 

627 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 7 4056, (918) 287-5446, Fax (918) 287-5562 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


Permit No. 200600407 
Issue Date: January 30, 2006 
Expiration Date: February 20, 2006 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
Kansas City District 21-Day Notice 

·--------··--··---····-·-···-·-·· . . . ·--APPLICANT: Mr. Vincent Meier 
Victory Sand and Gravel 
2400 NW Water Works Drive 
Topeka, KS 66606 

PROJECT LOCATION (As shown on the attached drawings): The project is located in Section 
23, Township 11 south, Range 16 east, in Shawnee County, KS. (GRANTVILLE QUAD MAP) 

AUTHORITY: Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403). 

ACTIVITY (As show11. on the attached drawings): The applicant is proposing to dredge Kansas 
River aggregate for commercial purposes from the Kansas River at river miles 77.1 to 78.6. This 
proposal is a relocation of existing pe1mit 199700116. Permit 199700116 is currently located at 
river miles 86.3 to 86.5 and will be closed to dredging on August 1, 2006, due to average 
riverbed degradation exceeding two feet in this reach of the Kansas River. 

In January 1990, the Kansas City District completed preparation of a document entitled "Final 
Regulatory Report and Environmental Impact Statement - Commercial Dredging Activities On 
TI1e Kansas River, Kansas." The document was prepared to address dredging-related impacts to 
the Kansas River and adjacent land. The selected alternative for the Environmental Impact 
Statement is a "Regulatory Plan" which consists of restrictions and a monitoring program to limit 
dredging-related impacts. The Regulatory Plan was implemented in 1991. The Regulatory Plan 
can be downloaded at: 

http://www.nwk.usace.armv.mil/regulatory/public notices/ks-river-regulatorv-plan.pdf 

Commercial sand and gravel dredging operations on the Kansas River utilize hydraulic pumps 
mounted on barges to convey a sand and gravel slurry to shore based facilities for processing. 
Excess water is drained from the sand and gravel and returned to the river. The requested permit, 
if issued, would be subject to the restrictions and monitoring requirements stipulated in the 
District's Regulatory Plan. This pennit would be valid for 5 years. 

Note: The proposed dredge return water outfall structure is eligible for Nationwide Permit 7 
(Outfall Structures and Maintenance) under the authority of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Actof1899 (33 USC 403) and Section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344). 

http://www.nwk.usace.armv.mil/regulatory/public


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
KANSAS CITY DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 


700 FEDERAL BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64106-2896 


March 20, 2006 
REPLY TO 


ATIENTION OF: 


Regulatory Branch 

Mr. Michael J. Le Valley 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
315 Houston Street, Suite E 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

DearMr. LeValley: 

I am writing to initiate informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act for Department of the Army Permit application numbers 200600407, 
200200319,200200328,200200322,200200317,200301862,200301861,200301860, 
200301770, 200301771, 200301759, 200301863, and 200301771 for commercial 
dredging on the Kansas River. Based on available information, we have determined that 
the action is not likely to adversely affect the Federally-listed bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), least tern (Sterna antillarum), and 
pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus). With this letter we are asking your concurrence 
with our determination. 

Your September 16, 2003, letter and March 1, 2006, letter requested an analysis to 
determine the effects, if any, dredging on the Kansas River has on the pallid sturgeon, 
least tern, piping plover, and bald eagle. As you know, an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) was completed in January 1990 for Commercial Dredging Activities on 
the Kansas River. At that time a Biological Assessment (BA) was completed and our 
determination was that dredging for commercial purposes would not likely adversely 
affect species of concern on the Kansas River. Dredging related impacts to species of 
concern remain relatively similar today, with the exception of a population increase on 
the river of least terns and piping plovers. 

Effects on the pallid sturgeon: 

No new information exists for the pallid sturgeon in the Kansas River and 
our conclusion remains that dredging on the Kansas River for commercial 
purposes is not likely to adversely affect the pallid sturgeon. Pallid sturgeon 
mainly inhabit the Missouri River, and are known to have entered the lower 
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Kansas River during floods.· The last documented observation of the fish in 
the Kansas River was in 1952. Fish barriers consisting of weirs and a 
hydroelectric dam currently exist on the Kansas River at river mile 15 
(barrier at low river levels), 51.8, and 86.9 making it unlikely the fish exists 
where the majority of the dredge sites are located. 

If the pallid sturgeon is present in the Kansas River, it is likely to be located 
below the Bowersock Dam (river mile 51.8) during flood events. The 
regulatory plan minimizes habitat impacts to the species by limiting the 
number and location of dredge sites on the river. There are nine permitted 
dredge sites below Bowersock Dam and no dredge operations exist from 
river miles 21.15 - 42.6. Of the 51.8 river miles below the Bowersock Dam, 
only 9.65 river miles are permitted for dredging operations. The limited 
dredge sites and undredged river miles ensure that, if the fish is present, 
dredging related habitat impacts are minimized. In addition, dredging 
operations typically cease during flood events on the Kansas River. 

Effects on the bald eagle: 

Our conclusion remains that dredging on the Kansas River for commercial 
purposes is not likely to adversely affect the bald eagle. None of the existing 
permitted activities involve the removal of large perch trees within 100 feet 
of the Kansas River. In addition, the regulatory plan minimizes dredging 
induced bank erosion and channel widening by setting extraction·limits, not 
allowing dredging within 100 to 3 00 feet of the riverbank depending on the 
sensitivity of the riverbend, and not allowing dredging within 100 feet of 
islands within the river. These restrictions ensure dredging related impacts 
are not likely to adversly affect the bald eagle. 

The proposed Victory Sand and Mining project will not impact bald eagle 
perch trees within 100 feet of the river's edge. If the project is modified and 
any trees at least 5 0 feet tall and/ or 24 inches dbh within 100 feet of the 
water's edge are to be removed, or if 1 0 or more trees greater than 12 inches 
dbh within 100 feet of the water's edge are to be removed, we will contact 
the service to reinitiate consultation for the project. 

Effects on the least tern and piping plover: 

Our conclusion is that dredging on the Kansas River for commercial 
purposes is not likely to adversely affect the least tern and piping plover. 
Extensive surveys are undertaken annually by the Kansas City District Corps 
ofEngineers to determine the success of the birds on the Kansas River. 
These surveys have shown that success of the birds is predicated on 
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successful reproduction and that they prefer nesting on unvegetated sand 
bars mainly west of Topeka. The birds appear to show an affinity towards 
certain nesting locations, which are not located near permitted dredge sites. 
Least terns were not known to historically nest on the Kansas River prior to 
1996 and the surveys show that their limited fledging success is primarily 
attributed to flooding and/or predation. Sand dredging on the Kansas River 
has no impact on either of the limiting factors. No current or historical 
nesting sites have been within nine river miles of a dredge site. We 
acknowledge that dredging may have an impact on the species if they were 
to nest at a location in closer proximity to the dredge sites. For this reason, 
if at any time a pair nests within three river miles of a dredge site, we 
propose to contact the service in order to determine the impacts, if any, 
dredging has on the species. At that time appropriate measures will be taken 
to minimize foreseeable impacts. 

Based on the information above we have determined that commercial dredging on 
the Kansas River would not likely adversely affect species of concern on the Kansas 
River and we are asking for your concurrence. Ifyou have any questions concerning this 
matter, please feel free to write me or call Mr. Joshua A. Marx at 816-389-3658 (FAX 
816-426-2321). 

Sincerely, 

SiGNED 

Joseph S. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Branch 
Operations Division 



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Kansas Field Office 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers N 	
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Kansas City District 	
0 
N 

x 
CJ 
:r700 Federal Building 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2896 

RE: Commercial dredging permits on the Kansas River 	 64411-2006-P-0225 

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

This is in response to your March 20, 2006 letter requesting Fish and Wildlife Service review and 
concurrence with your determination that commercial sand dredging on the Kansas River by 13 
permittees is not likely to adversely affect the federally listed pallid sturgeon, bald eagle, least 
tern and piping plover. This determination is based on information that none of the dredge 
locations is near a current known location for any of these species on the river. You also 
indicated consultation will be reinitiated if large tree habitat utilized by wintering bald eagles will 
be removed at any location or if any least tern or piping plover nests are initiated within three 
miles of a permitted dredge operation. I recommend you also reinitiate consultation if any bald 
eagle pairs nest within one mile of a dredge operation. 

Based on our review of your assessment of the proposed actions, I concur with the determination 
that the project is not likely to adversely affect federally listed threatened or endangered species. 
No further consultation pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act will be necessary 
except for the conditions described in the preceding paragraph. 

Please continue to refer to our September 16, 2003 and March 1, 2006 letters for other fish and 
wildlife resource concerns. If you have additional questions, please contact this office again. 

Sincerely, 

m;;,;SJ::t~~
Michael f Le Valley 
Field Supervisor 

cc: KDWP, Pratt, KS (Environmental Services) 

EP'/ c.-/ Io. 1/ 
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KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNORKansas State Historical Society 

Cult:uml Resources Diuison 


February 7, 2006 

0 
O'Joshua A Marx 
-ri

US Anny Corps of Engineers fT1 ~'J 

O'.J 
oC')Kansas City Regulatory Office ~fr,

J 
0)601E12111 St ;.D !::! 

Kansas City MO 64106 -0 -<< 
:Ji: L'J fT1 

;oo
RE: Kansas River Dredging, River Miles 77.1 - 78.6 - Permit No. 200600407 w.. J> 

.r;:­Shawnee County ~ 
C1I () 

"""\"" 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed its cultural resources files for the area ofthe above 
referenced project in accordance with 36 CFR 800. The project as proposed should have no effect on properties 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or otherwise identified in our files. This office has no objection 
to imple~entation ofthe project. 
. ', ,· ' ··. '·' ' 

Any changes to the project area that include additional ground disturbing activities will need to be reviewed by 
this office prior to beginning construction. Ifconstruction work uncovers buried archeological materials, work 
should cease in the area ofthe discovery and this office should be notified immediately, 

This information is. provided at your request to assist you in identifying historic properties, as specified in 36 CFR 
800 for Section 106 consultation procedures. Ifyou have questions or need additional information regarding 
these comments, please contact Tim Weston 785-272-8681(ex.214). Please refer to the Kansas Review & 
Compliance number (KSR&C#) above on all future correspondence relating to this project. 

Sincerely, 

JennieC~ 
State Hi_,furic Preservation Officer 

1~..L/Oc~.,~····.· · 
/~'<'< 

Patrick Zollne ~ . 
Deputy State Historic Pre~ervation Officer 

: .; ! . . ~ ) J ' • ' .' ' ' ' • ' : '• t • ' . •• " ~ 

6425 SW Sixth Avenue • Topeka, KS 66615-1099 

Phone 785-272-8681 Ext 24() •Fax 785-272-8682 •TTY 785-272-8683 


www.kshs.org 


http:www.kshs.org
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KATHLEEN SE BEL I U 5, GOVERNORKansas State Historical Society 
Dick Pankratz, Director, CulwralResources Di·vi.~on 

August 18, 2003 

Joshua A Marx 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City Regulatory Office 
700 Federal Building 
601 E 12th St 
Kansas City MO 64106-2896 

Re: Permit Renewal for Six Companies Dredging Sand and Gravel on the Kansas River, Topeka and Kansas City 
Shawnee, Douglas and Johnson Counties 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed its cultural resources files for the area ofthe above 

referenced project in accordance with 36 CFR 800. The project as proposed should have no effect on properties 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places or otherwise identified in our files; This office has no objection 

to implementation of the project. 


Any changes to the project area that include additional ground disturbing activities will need to be reviewed by 

this office prior to beginning construction. Ifconstruction work uncovers buried archeological materials, work 

should cease in the area ofthe discovery and this office should be notified immediately. 


This information is provided at your request to assist you in identifying historic properties, as specified in 36 CFR 

800 for Section 106 consultation procedures. Ifyou have questions or need additional information regarding 

these comments, please contact Will Banks 785-272-8681 (ex. 214) or Jennifer Epperson (ex. 225). Please refer 

to the Kansas Review & Compliance number (KSR&C#) above on all future correspondence relating to this 

project. 


Sincerely, 


Mary R. Allman . 

State Historic Preservation Officer 


•.·.··,/J.·~·..·., .. ··.·.···/-tu . 
Ri hard Pankratz,. Direct~r · . .. 

Cultural Resources Division 

6425 SW Sixth Avenue• Topeka, KS 66615-1099 

Phone 785-272-8681 Ext. 217 • Fax 785-272-8682 • Email dpankratz@kshs.org • TTY 785-272-8683 


www.kshs.org 


http:www.kshs.org
mailto:dpankratz@kshs.org

