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North Atlantic Right Whale Information Form 
Federal Regulations Governing the Approach to North Atlantic Right Whales 

1.	 Federal regulations governing the approach to North Atlantic right whales can be found at 
50 CFR 224.103(c).  It is illegal to approach and remain within 500 yards of right whales; 
500 yards is equal to the distance of 5 football fields.  

Prohibitions on approaching right whales are as follows
 
(Excerpts from 50 CFR 224.103(c), available at
 
www.ecfr.gov): Unless otherwise lawfully allowed or
 
unless doing so would create an imminent and serious
 
threat to a person or vessel, it is unlawful to:
 
(i)	 Approach (including by interception) within 500 


yards (460 m) of a right whale by vessel
 
(ii)	 Fail to undertake required right whale avoidance 

measures.  If underway, a vessel must steer a course away from the right whale and 
immediately leave the area at a slow safe speed.  

2.	 Updates can be downloaded from: 
a.	 http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/mammals/cetaceans/rightwhale_northatlantic.htm, 

or 
b.	 www.ecfr.gov 


