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CENWS-OD-TS-NR     
  
    
MEMORANDUM FOR:  RECORD               September 23, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  TIER 1 DETERMINATION REGARDING THE SUITABILITY OF PROPOSED 
DREDGED MATERIAL FROM POINT HUDSON MARINA, PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON 
FOR DISPOSAL AT THE PORT TOWNSEND OPEN-WATER DISPOSAL SITE (NWS-2016-26) 
 
1. Introduction.  This memorandum documents the Tier 1 evaluation by the Dredged Material 

Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Washington State Department of Natural Resources, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency) of the proposed dredging of no more than 1,000 cubic yards 
(cy) from Point Hudson Marina (Figure 1).  This evaluation resulted in a no-test determination. 

 
2. Project.  The Port of Port Townsend (Port) proposes to remove less than 1,000 cy of dredged 

material from the south jetty at the Point Hudson Marina as part of breakwater maintenance 
(Figures 2 and 3). Dredged material will be transported via barge to the nearest DMMP open-
water disposal site (Port Townsend dispersive site). 
 
In 2005, sediment samples were collected via vibracore from four discrete locations within the 
marina and composited for chemical analysis to represent one DMMU of 10,900 cy (Landau 
Associates, 2005). At that time, there were no exceedances of the DMMP chemical screening 
levels. A suitability determination was issued by the DMMP approving the 10,900 cy of material 
for disposal at the Port Townsend open water disposal site. 
 
Most of the marina was subsequently dredged in 2006 with the exception of the areas near the 
breakwater and the entrance channel; the latter areas were not dredged due to destabilization 
concerns. Dredged sediment was disposed at the Port Townsend open-water disposal site per 
the 2005 suitability determination. The previous suitability determination is over 10 years old, 
which exceeds the 5 year recency window for a moderate ranked project. 
 
In February 2016, the Port submitted a Joint Aquatic Resources Permit Application (JARPA) to 
demolish and replace the 75-year old breakwater structure at the entrance of the marina, which 
includes the south and north jetties as shown on Figure 2. Excavation and removal of a total of 
2,310 cy of sediment is proposed adjacent to the jetties within the entrance channel. 
 
The Port proposes to dredge the south and north jetties in two separate efforts as funding 
becomes available; the south jetty will be dredged first and constitutes less than 1,000 cy of 
sediment (of the 2,310 cy total).  Because the south jetty sediment volume to be dredged is 
less than the DMMP’s no-test volume of 1,000 cy, the Port is requesting a no-test evaluation 
for that portion of the project. 

 
3. Evaluation.   Under DMMP Guidelines, projects in moderate ranked areas with less than 

1,000 CY of dredged material and with little reason to believe that unacceptable adverse 
effects are possible may meet the “no-test” requirements (DMMP, 2016). The following lines of 
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evidence were considered when evaluating this project for the “no-test” criteria: 
 
Project not to exceed 1,000 cy. The Port is staging the demolition and re-construction of the 
breakwater. The south jetty will be dredged and replaced first; the sediment associated with 
this structure is less than 1,000 cy. Thus, the south jetty proposed dredging meets DMMP 
volume guidelines for a “no-test” project in a moderate ranked area. If/when the Port decides to 
dredge the north jetty, the total volume of the south and north jetties must be considered 
(2,310 cy) and sediment characterization must occur.  
 
Previous sampling. The 2005 sediment chemistry results from within the marina showed that 
all the material was suitable for open-water disposal according to the screening level criteria 
available at that time (DMMP, 2005). With the exception of a few metals and PAHs, all DMMP 
target analytes were non-detect. However, the following target analytes that are now required 
by the DMMP User Manual were not included in the 2005 sampling: cis-nonachlor, trans-
nonachlor, oxychlordane, and dioxins. Furthermore, the screening level for 
hexachorobutadiene is now less than the non-detect laboratory reporting limit achieved during 
the 2005 sediment characterization. The following lines of evidence were used by the DMMP in 
making a final no-test determination for this project:  

 
- Missing chlordane analyses. Since no other pesticides were detected in 2005, the 

likelihood of encountering the remaining chlordane target analytes above the SLs is low. 
- Elevated hexachorobutadiene DL. Hexachorobutadiene was previously non-detect at 19 U 

µg/kg, which exceeds the current SL of 11 µg/kg. However, site use history does not 
support the likely presence of this chemical. 

- Dioxins could be a chemical of concern because of the overlapping site use as a saw mill 
between 1988 and 1917. The area of the sawmill is believed to have been excavated 
during the creation of the existing marina entrance in 1934. Any potentially dioxin-
contaminated sediment would most likely have been removed during the marina 
reconfiguration. As such, the DMMP agencies concur that the likelihood of encountering 
dioxin contaminated sediment above the DMMP SLs is likely low. 

 
 
Spills/changes since 2005. According to Ecology Integrated Site Information System (ISIS) 
database, no clean-up sites have been listed within or adjacent to the marina since the 2005 
suitability determination. A review of Ecology’s Environmental Report Tracking System (ERTS) 
lists four spill reports for the marina since January 2005; however, all were very minor and are 
not a cause for concern. 

 
4.   Tier 1 Determination.  Based on consideration of the evidence outlined above, the DMMP 

agencies concur that the Point Hudson Marina south jetty project meets the guidelines for 
“no-test” projects in moderate-ranked areas based on volume and a low concern for 
unacceptable adverse effects. Therefore, it is the consensus determination of the DMMP 
agencies that no further sediment characterization is required for the south jetty dredging 
and the project complies with the State of Washington’s antidegradation policy. 
  
Note that this no-test decision applies only to the south jetty dredging effort. Because 
the total volume of both the south and north jetties exceeds the DMMP “no-test” volume 
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guidelines, the Port must characterize the remaining accumulated sediment from the north 
jetty (~1,300 cy) and acquire a DMMP suitability determination prior to dredging the north 
jetty. 
 
This determination does not constitute final agency approval of the project. During the public 
comment period that follows a public notice, resource agencies will provide input on the overall 
project. A final decision will be made after full consideration of agency input, and after an 
alternatives analysis is done under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act. 
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6.   Signatures.  
 
 
 
   
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Heather Whitney Fourie, Seattle District Corps of Engineers  

 
 
 

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Laura Inouye, Ph.D., Washington Department of Ecology 

 
 
 

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Celia Barton, Washington Department of Natural Resources 

 
 
 

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Erika Hoffman, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

 
  

  
Copies furnished:  
  
DMMP agencies  
Randel Perry, Regulatory PM 
Allison Reak, Sea-Run Consulting 
Eric Toews, Port of Port Townsend 
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Figure 1. Project Location Map 
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Figure 2. Breakwater Replacement Plan 
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Figure 3. Proposed Dredging Site Plan 
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