
CENWS-OD-TS-NR 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD      February 02, 2017 
 
SUBJECT:  DMMP RECENCY EXTENSION FOR MAINTENANCE DREDGING AT THE PORT OF 
EVERETT 10TH STREET BOAT LAUNCH, EVERETT, WA. 
 
1. Introduction.  This memorandum reflects the consensus determination of the Dredged Material 
Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE], Washington 
Departments of Ecology and Natural Resources, and the Environmental Protection Agency) regarding 
the application of the DMMP recency guidelines to proposed dredging of the Port of Everett (Port) 10th 
Street Boat Launch (boat launch) for disposal at the Port Gardner nondispersive open-water site or for 
beneficial use at Jetty Island, WA. 
 
2. Background.  The most recent suitability determination for the boat launch − issued December 9, 
2009 − approved the removal of up to 32,000 cubic yards (cy) of material to -10 ft MLLW (plus 2 ft 
overdepth) for disposal at the Port Gardner nondispersive open-water site (DMMP, 2009a).  The boat 
launch was ranked low, and the recency period for low-ranked projects is seven years.  Therefore, the 
previous characterization for the boat launch expired in October 2016, seven years from the most recent 
sampling event in October 2009.     
 
The Port requested an extension to the recency period in an email to USACE on October 25, 2016 for 
maintenance dredging associated with extreme siltation at the boat launch (Anderson, 2016).  Dredging 
is planned for the 2017/2018 work window.  A dredged material volume estimate of 36,500 cy was 
provided by the Port on January 20, 2017.  The area to be dredged (Figure 1) is the same as that 
covered in the 2009 suitability determination.  The proposed dredge depth also remains the same at -10 
ft MLLW plus 2 ft overdepth.          
 
3. Recency Evaluation.  Since the 2009 boat launch suitability determination, the DMMP screening 
levels for two chemicals (hexachlorobutadiene and dieldrin; Table 1) have been revised (11 and 1.9 
mg/kg dry-weight (dw) normalized, respectively) to levels that are now below the maximum non-detect 
concentrations reported in the 2009 sediment data (20 and 2.0 mg/kg dw, respectively). Given that 
hexachlorobutadiene and dieldrin were non-detects in all samples and the primary source of sediment is 
the Snohomish River, which has historically had uncontaminated sediment suitable for open-water 
disposal and beneficial re-use, the DMMP agencies determined that the presence of these compounds 
above the screening level is unlikely.  
 
Dioxin testing during a partial characterization of the area in 2009 (DMMP, 2009b) reported a 
concentration of 1.87 ng/kg toxicity equivalents (TEQ) (with non-detects = ½ detection limit).  This was 
below the dioxin guidelines in effect at the time, and on this basis the DMMP agencies agreed that dioxin 
testing would not be required during full characterization in October 2009.  This concentration is also 
below the current DMMP site management objective of 4.0 ng/kg TEQ. 
 
The 2009 suitability determination used the analytical results from the dredged material as a proxy for 
sediment that would be exposed by dredging.  Hexachlorobenzene (1.74 mg/kg organic carbon (oc) 
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normalized; Table 2) was undetected, but the reporting limit exceeded the State of Washington 
Sediment Quality Standard (SQS; Ecology 1995) of 0.38 mg/kg oc.  However, the DMMP agencies 
believed the probability that this reporting-limit exceedance was masking an actual exceedance of SQS 
was low.  Therefore, the exceedance was deemed insignificant and the agencies agreed that there was 
no need for analysis of Z-samples for this project.  The sediment that would be exposed by dredging 
was not anticipated to have any exceedances of SQS. 
 
A review of the Washington State Department of Ecology’s Spills Database found no spills reported at 
the boat launch between July 2011 and March 2015 (Figure 2).  The three nearest spills were in the 
North Marina downstream and to the south of the boat launch.  Two of these spills were between 1 and 2 
gallons of gasoline or oil; the third was less than a gallon.  Due to their small size and downstream 
location, it is unlikely for these spills to have impacted the sediments in the boat launch area.  No spills 
have been reported by the Port at the boat launch since March 2015.  Therefore, there is no reason to 
believe that the condition of the sediments at the site have changed due to spills from what was 
documented in the December 2009 suitability determination. 
 
4. Recency Determination.  On the basis of the existing information, the DMMP agencies are in 
agreement that a recency extension for the Port of Everett 10th Street Boat Launch is acceptable.  This 
recency extension covers maintenance dredging in the boat launch through the end of the in-water work 
window in February 2018.  Any proposed dredging work after this date will require a full characterization 
of the material to be removed.  A pre-dredge meeting or conference call with the USACE Seattle District 
Regulatory Branch project manager and DMMP agencies is still required prior to dredging. 
 
5. Debris Management.  The DMMP agencies implemented a debris screening requirement following 
the 2015 SMARM in order to prevent the disposal of solid waste and large debris at open-water 
disposal sites in Puget Sound (DMMP, 2015).  The clarification stated that “all projects must use a 
screen to remove debris unless it can be demonstrated that debris is unlikely to be present or that the 
debris present is large woody debris that can be easily observed and removed by other means during 
dredging.”   
 
Email and phone communications with the Port Director of Planning, Graham Anderson, provided 
information to evaluate debris management practices and the likelihood of encountering debris during 
dredging.  The boat launch was last dredged in 2010 to -10 ft MLLW (plus 2 ft overdepth) and Port staff 
members do not recall any major debris issues during that dredging event.  Periodic removal of 
sediment from the concrete launch lane aprons at low tide with excavators also occurs and debris has 
not been an issue.   
 
Potential sources of debris include boaters, who can moor up to 14 days at the Port’s guest docks, as 
well as the Snohomish River located to the west of the boat launch entrance.  Heavy rains, flooding, 
and extreme high tides can bring woody debris from the river into the boat launch area.  Port security 
and marina staff members actively monitor and remove debris entering the boat launch area from 
boaters and the river.          
 
Based on this information from the Port, the DMMP agencies concur that there is a low likelihood of 
debris being present at the site during dredging operations and, therefore, a debris screening grid is not 
required.  However, the dredging and disposal quality control plan (QCP) must include a debris 
management plan for any debris encountered during dredging.  The QCP must be developed and 
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submitted to the Seattle District Regulatory project manager at least 7 days prior to the pre-dredge 
meeting.  
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7. Agency Signatures: 
 
Concur: 

 
  

Date David Fox – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District 
 

 
  

Date Erika Hoffman - Environmental Protection Agency 
 

 
  

Date Laura Inouye, Ph.D. - Washington Department of Ecology 
 

 
  

Date Celia Barton - Washington Department of Natural Resources 

 

 

Copies furnished: 

DMMP signatories 
Frank Nichols, Project Manager, Seattle District Regulatory Branch 
Graham Anderson, Port of Everett 
Laura Gurley, Port of Everett 
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Text Box
signed copy on file in the Seattle District Dredged Material Management Office
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Snohomish River Navigation Channel

Spill
Source  
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 20
Quantity_To_Water 20
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2014-06-18T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Marina
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 1
Quantity_To_Water 1
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2013-06-04T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Marina
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2014-05-24T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Unknown
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2013-07-31T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Commercial Truck
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 6
Quantity_To_Water 5
Quantity_Recovered 1
Cause  Human Error
Date 2013-02-23T08:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Gasoline
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Human Error
Date 2014-05-21T07:00:00Z

Grounding
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Gasoline
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2013-07-08T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Human Error
Date 2013-09-14T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel

Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2015-01-06T08:00:00Z

Loss of vessel
Source Recreational Vessel

Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 20
Quantity_To_Water 20
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2014-07-02T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Shipyard/port facility
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2014-07-23T07:00:00Z

Marine
Source Recreational Vessel

Oil Type Gasoline
Quantity_Total_Spilled 1
Quantity_To_Water 1
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2011-07-29T07:00:00Z

Loss of vessel
Source Cargo Barge
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2014-07-20T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Gasoline
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2014-07-14T07:00:00Z

Marine
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 1
Quantity_To_Water 1
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Unknown
Date 2011-09-14T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2014-08-14T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2014-08-03T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 1
Quantity_To_Water 1
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2012-01-16T08:00:00Z

Loss of Vessel
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause   
Date 2012-07-07T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 0
Quantity_To_Water 0
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Human Error
Date 2014-09-17T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 2
Quantity_To_Water 2
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Human Error
Date 2012-06-14T07:00:00Z

Spill
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Oily Water Mixture
Quantity_Total_Spilled 1
Quantity_To_Water 1
Quantity_Recovered 0
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2014-05-27T07:00:00Z

Loss of vessel
Source Recreational Vessel
Oil Type Diesel Oil
Quantity_Total_Spilled 300
Quantity_To_Water 15
Quantity_Recovered 8
Cause  Equipment Failure
Date 2011-12-24T08:00:00Z
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SPILLS ON THE LOWER SNOHOMISH RIVER
Lower Snohomish River

Everett, Washington
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Note:
Reorted spills are from the Washington Department of Ecology 
Reported Spills Database Map 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/storymaps/spills/spills_sm.html.
Reported spills are from July 2011 to March 2015.
Spill quantities (Quantity Total Spilled, To Water, and Recovered) are reported in gallons. 
Symbols are scaled to total quantity spilled.

Steamboat 
Slough

Total Gallons Spilled

< 1.0

1.0 - 2.0

2.0 - 6.0

6.0 - 22.0

22.0 - 300.0

Union
Slough

Union
Slough

North
Marina

G3ODTDFF
Line



TABLE 1

g3enekes
Rectangle



TABLE 1

g3enekes
Text Box
             



TABLE 1

g3enekes
Rectangle



TABLE 1

g3enekes
Rectangle



TABLE 2

g3enekes
Rectangle



TABLE 2

g3enekes
Rectangle


	Table 1.  Conventional and Contaminant Chemistry Results.pdf
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_1
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_2
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_3
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_4

	Table 2.  SMS Contaminant Chemistry Results.pdf
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_5
	Tables 1 and 2 Chemical Analysis Results_Page_6




