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CENWS-OD-TS-NR 

Memorandum for Record          August 4, 2016 

SUBJECT:  RECENCY DETERMINATION FOR THE PROPOSED DY2017 ANNUAL MAINTENANCE DREDGING 
AT WEYERHAEUSER LONGVIEW WITH FLOWLANE DISPOSAL ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER 
 
1) Introduction.  This memorandum reflects the determination of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

Dredged Material Management Office regarding the application of the DMMP recency guidelines to proposed 
maintenance dredging in DY2017 at the Weyerhaeuser Longview project site with proposed flow-lane disposal 
on the Columbia River. 
 

2) Background.  Dredging at the Weyerhaeuser Longview site typically occurs on an annual basis.  Flow-lane 
disposal of dredged material from the Cargo Dock (DMMU1), Turning Basin (DMMU2 and 4), Salt Dock 
(DMMU5), Chip Barge Slip (DMMU6), and the Mt. Coffin Channel (DMMUs 8, 9 and 10) was most recently 
approved in a DMMP suitability determination dated November 12, 2015. 
 
In the 2015 determination, the sediment ranking of the project DMMUs was documented as low-moderate and a 
recency period of 5 years (through September 2020) was provided. Flowlane disposal on the Columbia River 
must be coordinated with Portland District Corps of Engineers. 
 
This recency determination applies to Weyerhaeuser’s plan to dredge from one or more of the areas authorized 
by their existing Department of Army Permit #NWS-2011-181 (see attached letter for details).  The areas 
proposed for dredging may include one or more of the following DMMUs: Cargo Dock (DMMU1), Turning Basin 
(DMMU2 and 4), Salt Dock (DMMU5), Chip Barge Slip (DMMU6), and the Mt. Coffin Channel (DMMUs 8, 9 and 
10).  Dredging at the Export Dock (DMMU7) is neither proposed nor authorized at this time due to the lack of 
sufficient sediment characterization.  
 

3) Debris Management Clarification. The DMMP agencies implemented a debris screening requirement following 
the 2015 SMARM in order to prevent the disposal of solid waste and large debris at open-water disposal sites in 
Puget Sound (DMMP, 2015). The clarification states that “all projects must use a screen to remove debris unless 
it can be demonstrated that debris is unlikely to be present or that the debris present is large woody debris that 
can be easily observed and removed by other means during dredging.” The Portland District Corps of Engineers, 
which manages the flow-lane disposal sites on the Columbia River, is in the process of evaluating the debris 
screening requirement adopted by the DMMP agencies, and is working with the other Regional Sediment 
Evaluation Team (RSET) agencies to develop their own debris management program on the Columbia River.  
 
A suitability determination was issued in 2015 for the Weyerhaeuser Longview project, prior to the new DMMP 
debris management requirements. Debris management evaluation and recommendations for this project are 
included in this recency determination. 
 

4) Debris Management Evaluation. Email and phone communications with the Weyerhaeuser Longview 
Environmental Manager provided information to evaluate current debris concerns and debris management 
practices. All DMMUs are regularly dredged, with at least one or more DMMUs typically being dredged every 
year. Geographically, the project area is located on the Columbia River downstream of the Cowlitz River and 
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receives prodigious sediment input from upstream sources. Past dredging demonstrates that dredged material is 
predominantly homogeneous sand and silty sediment; debris, if it occurs, is an extremely unusual and infrequent 
event. Large woody debris has been rarely, if ever encountered in the areas proposed for dredging. Any debris 
encountered is separated from the dredge material and disposed upland, generally in a landfill. 
 
Approximately 10 years ago, debris including a tangle of logs, chokers, and slings (export dock) and large 
boulders (salt dock) was encountered during dredging; for those events, the debris was segregated using the 
clam-shell bucket and disposed upland. All areas proposed for future dredging have now undergone at least one 
prior dredging; thus the probability of encountering additional debris is low. 
 

5) Debris Grid Exemption. Site conditions and information derived from past dredging indicates that debris is 
unlikely to be present in sediments proposed for dredging at this project site. The DMMP concurs that there is a 
low likelihood of non-woody debris present at the site and therefore, a debris screening grid is not required for 
the subject project. However, Weyerhaeuser Longview must require that their contractor continue to identify and 
remove debris encountered with existing methods. This exemption covers the same period as the initial 
suitability determination, and thus expires in September 2020. However, based on field inspection or changed 
conditions at one or more DMMUs, the decision to exempt dredging from debris grid use may be revisited prior 
to the expiration date. 
 

6) Recency Determination.  The recency guidelines indicate how often a project needs to conduct sediment 
characterization. Recency guidelines apply to projects that have been tested but not yet dredged, and to projects 
that have been maintained with repeated dredging since previous testing. Under the recency guidelines, 
sediment sampling and testing is not needed for this proposed dredging event at Weyerhaeuser Longview. 
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8) Agency Signatures 
 
 
Concur: 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Heather Whitney Fourie, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Erika Hoffman, Environmental Protection Agency 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Laura Inouye, Ph.D., Washington Department of Ecology 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Celia Barton, Washington Department of Natural Resources 

 
 
Copies furnished: 
DMMP signatories 
Brian Wood, Weyerhaeuser Longview Environmental Manager 
Danette Guy, USACE Seattle District Regulatory 
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