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CENWS-OD-TS-NR 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD       4 November 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  SUPPLEMENTAL TESTING AND DMMP RECENCY EXTENSION FOR THE PORT OF 
GRAYS HARBOR TERMINAL 2. 
 
1.  The most recent sampling for full characterization of maintenance dredged material at the Port of Grays 
Harbor Terminal 2 occurred in September 2007.  The Dredged Material Management Program (DMMP) 
suitability determination based on that sampling was issued November 14, 2007 (DMMP, 2007).  Terminal 
2 is ranked low-moderate.  The recency period for low-moderate-ranked projects is six years.  Therefore, 
the recency period for Terminal 2 expired in September 2013.   
 
2.  The Port of Grays Harbor notified the DMMP agencies on September 9, 2013 of their intention to 
conduct maintenance dredging at all four of their terminals, including Terminal 2, beginning in September 
2013 and extending through February 15, 2014.  The DMMP agencies evaluated the project, determined 
that conditions had not changed since the time of the 2007 suitability determination, and agreed to extend 
the frequency (now called recency) period until the end of the dredging window in February 2014.  A memo 
documenting this decision was finalized on September 16, 2013 (DMMP, 2013).  The memo included a 
stipulation that full characterization at all four terminals be completed in the summer of 2014, prior to the 
2014/2015 dredging season.     
 
3.  On August 21, 2014 the Port of Grays Harbor notified the DMMP agencies that full characterization of 
the four terminals had been delayed due to studies the Port had undertaken to evaluate sediment 
accumulation rates and potential accumulation reduction methods.  The Port indicated that maintenance 
dredging of approximately 41,000 cubic yards of material from Terminal 2 was critical for continued cargo 
operations and that full characterization would likely not be completed prior to the beginning of dredging.  
Therefore, the Port requested another recency extension for this terminal.   
 
4.  The DMMP agencies considered this request, but determined that at least some supplemental sampling 
and testing would be needed at Terminal 2 before a second recency extension could be provided.  The Port 
agreed and developed a sampling and analysis plan (SAP) for this supplemental characterization.  The 
SAP was approved by the DMMP agencies on September 17, 2014.  
 
5.  The Port of Grays Harbor collected multiple grab samples at three locations along the pier face at 
Terminal 2 (Figure 1) and composited the material for a single analysis.  Results of the analysis are 
provided in Table 1.  There were no exceedances of the DMMP screening levels or bioaccumulation 
triggers; therefore, biological testing was not required.  The dioxin/furan toxicity equivalent (TEQ) 
concentration of the composite was 6.0 parts per trillion (pptr), which is below the Grays Harbor 
bioaccumulation trigger of 15 pptr.  The supplemental testing results indicate that the proposed dredged 
material from Terminal 2 is suitable for in-water disposal. 
 
6.  On the basis of the supplemental testing results, the DMMP agencies are in agreement that a recency 
extension for Terminal 2 is acceptable.  This recency extension covers maintenance dredging at Terminal 2 
until the end of the dredging window in February 2015 or until results from the full characterization are 
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available.  Should the full characterization results indicate that dredged material at Terminal 2 is no longer 
suitable for in-water placement, this recency extension will become void.   
 
7.  A pre-dredge meeting or conference call with the DMMP agencies is still required prior to dredging.  A 
dredging quality control plan must be developed and submitted to the Seattle District Corps of Engineers 
Regulatory Branch project manager for dredging at least 7 days prior to the pre-dredge meeting.  A DNR 
site-use authorization must also be acquired. 
 
8.  References:   
 

DMMP, 2007. Determination Regarding the Suitability of Proposed Dredged Material from the Port of 
Grays Harbor Terminals 1, 2 and 4, Aberdeen, Grays Harbor County, for Open-Water Disposal at the 
South Jetty or Point Chehalis Dispersive Sites, or for Beneficial Use.  Prepared by the Army Corps of 
Engineers for the DMMP agencies, November 14, 2007. 
 
DMMP, 2013. DMMP Frequency Extension for Port of Grays Harbor Terminals 2, 3, 4 and Volume 
Increase for Terminal 3.  Prepared by the Army Corps of Engineers for the DMMP agencies, 
September 16, 2013. 
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9.   Agency Signatures.    
  
 

Concur:  
  
   
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       David Fox, P.E. - Seattle District Corps of Engineers  
  
  
  
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Justine Barton - Environmental Protection Agency  

  
  
  

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Laura Inouye, Ph.D. - Washington Department of Ecology  
  
  
  
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Celia Barton - Washington Department of Natural Resources 

 
 
Copies furnished:   
 
DMMP signatories 
Ron Wilcox, Seattle District Regulatory  
Marc Horton, Port of Grays Harbor 
Sally Fisher, Berger-Abam 
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Table 3 
Summary of Chemical Analytical Results Relative to DMMP and SMS Criteria 
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Table 3 Continued 
Summary of Chemical Analytical Results Relative to DMMP and SMS Criteria 
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Table 3 Continued 
Summary of Chemical Analytical Results Relative to DMMP and SMS Criteria 
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