
CENWS-OD-TS-NR-DMMO    
  
    
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD                       June 25, 2014 
  
SUBJECT:  APPLICABILITY OF THE PSET SUITABILITY DETERMINATION FOR THE WAHKIAKUM 
FERRY AND WESTPORT SLOUGH SIDE CHANNEL PROJECTS DATED MARCH 5, 2014 TO THE 
BERTHING AREA AT THE WAHKIAKUM COUNTY FERRY TERMINAL, PUGET ISLAND, WAHKIAKUM 
COUNTY, WASHINGTON.   
  
1.   Introduction.  This memorandum reflects the consensus determination of the Dredged Material 

Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington Departments of 
Ecology and Natural Resources, and the Environmental Protection Agency) regarding the applicability 
of the suitability determination issued by the Portland Sediment Evaluation Team (PSET) for the 
Wahkiakum Ferry and Westport Slough Side Channel projects to the berthing area at the Wahkiakum 
County ferry terminal on Puget Island (Figure 1).    

 
2.   Wahkiakum County Ferry Terminal Berthing Area Dredging Project.   Wahkiakum County 

proposes to dredge approximately 2,750 cubic yards of sediment from the berthing area of its ferry 
terminal on Puget Island (Figure 2).  A Joint Aquatic Resources Permit Application was submitted to 
the SW Field Office of the Seattle District Regulatory Branch on May 1, 2014 for this dredging.    

 
3.   Wahkiakum Ferry and Westport Slough Side Channel Projects.   The Corps of Engineers’ Portland 

District is responsible for maintenance of the Wahkiakum Ferry and Westport Slough side channels, 
which provide access to the Wahkiakum County ferry terminal on Puget Island in Washington State 
and to the Westport ferry terminal in Oregon.  Portland District conducted sediment characterization for 
the side channels in 2013 (CENWP, 2014) and PSET found the characterized dredged material 
suitable for Columbia River flow-lane disposal (PSET, 2014).    

 
4. Applicability of the PSET Suitability Determination to the Berthing Area at the Wahkiakum 

County Ferry Terminal.  The DMMP agencies evaluated the sampling locations used by Portland 
District for characterization of the Wahkiakum Ferry side channel (Figure 3).  One of the three samples 
composited for analysis was taken at the boundary between the side channel and berthing area.  A 
second sample was taken approximately 75 feet from the boundary.  The third sample was taken 
approximately 325 feet from the boundary.  The composite was analyzed for grain size and total 
organic carbon (TOC) and was found to be comprised of over 95% sand, with a TOC content of 0.7%.  
Metals were also analyzed and all were below the 2006 Sediment Evaluation Framework (SEF 2006) 
freshwater screening levels.   Based on the proximity of the samples to the berthing area and the 
results of the sediment characterization, the DMMP agencies concluded that the sampling and testing 
conducted for the Wahkiakum Ferry side channel are sufficiently representative of the berthing area 
and no additional sampling or testing will be required.  The material proposed for dredging from the 
Wahkiakum Terminal berthing area is suitable for Columbia River flow-lane disposal.  
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Date       David Fox, P.E. - Seattle District Corps of Engineers  
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Figure 2:  Wahkiakum Ferry (WA) – Westport Slough (OR) Location 
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NOTES

Control is by USACE and NOS-C&GS.

Committee, Pacific Northwest River Basin Commission,July 1972.
River mileage conforms to the River Mile Index of the Hydrology and Hydraulics

Reference is Navigation Chart No. 18523.

Horizontal coordinates are based on the Lambert Projection for Oregon, North Zone 

(NAD 83, U.S. Survey Feet).
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