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Prepared by: 
The Dredged Material Management Office 
Seattle District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD     October 12, 2018 

SUBJECT:  DMMP NO-TEST DETERMINATION FOR MAINTENANCE DREDGING OF 250 CUBIC 
YARDS OF SAND AND GRAVEL FROM THE NAVIGATION CHANNEL CONNECTING DAVIS BAY AND 
DECATUR HEAD LAGOON BY THE DECATUR HEAD BEACH ASSOCIATION (NWS-2018-968).  

1. Introduction.  This memorandum documents the no-test determination by the Dredged Material 
Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington Departments of 
Ecology and Natural Resources, and the Environmental Protection Agency) for maintenance dredging 
of the navigation channel connecting Davis Bay and the Decatur Head lagoon.  Decatur Head is 
located on the east side of Decatur Island in San Juan County (Figure 1).

The Decatur Head lagoon is used for moorage of a radar-equipped boat, which is used by Decatur 
Island residents for emergency purposes.  The lagoon is also used by the Decatur Head Beach 
Association (DHBA) for winter moorage of their floating dock and boats, providing safe storage from 
severe weather (Attachment 1).   

Access to the lagoon is through a narrow channel (Figure 2), which was last dredged in 2005.  
Sediment accretion since that time has made the channel nearly impassable. The DHBA proposes 
land-based maintenance dredging to return the width of the channel to 16 feet (ft) at 3 ft mean lower 
low water (MLLW) (Figures 3 and 4).  All dredged material will be placed at an upland gravel pit for 
later re-use (Figures 1 and 5). 

2. Evaluation.  The DMMP guidelines provide testing relief for small projects, depending on the rank of
the project.  According to the DMMP User Manual, areas that are geographically removed from
potential sources of contamination but for which there are insufficient data to assign a ‘low’ rank are to
be ranked ‘low-moderate’ (DMMP, 2016).  In a low-moderate-ranked area, a small project is defined as
one with less than 1,000 cubic yards.  With only 250 cubic yards, this project qualifies as a small
project.  Under the DMMP guidelines, sediment sampling and testing are not required for small
projects.

As a precaution, the DMMP agencies reviewed existing contaminant data in the vicinity of the project to 
verify that a low-moderate rank was applicable.  The Department of Ecology’s Environmental 
Information Management (EIM) database had no data within a mile of the project, which is typically an 
indication that no known sources of contamination are present.  Ecology’s cleanup site database 
included only one cleanup site (Coastal Construction) on Decatur Island, but the site is more than a 
half-mile from both the dredge site and the gravel pit (Figure 6).  In addition, samples of the sediment to 
be dredged were collected by Coastal Geologic Services, Inc. on July 4, 2018 and tested for grain-size, 
total volatile solids, total organic carbon, chemical oxygen demand, metals, diesel and heavier oils 
(Attachment 2).  The testing results indicated that the dredged material is approximately half sand and 
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half gravel, with very low organic carbon content and volatile solids. Metals were either undetected or 
at concentrations well below levels of concern.  Diesel and heavier oils were not detected.  In 
summary, the existing data are consistent with a rank of low-moderate for this project.     

3. Applicability of Small-Project Guidelines to Antidegradation Evaluations.  The small-project 
guidelines were meant to apply to projects with proposed open-water disposal.  For projects with 
upland disposal, the suitability of the dredged material for open-water disposal is not relevant.  
However, such projects are still subject to evaluation under the Department of Ecology’s 
antidegradation standard (Ecology, 2013), which requires that the sediment to be exposed by dredging 
be of similar or better quality than the existing sediment surface.  The DMMP agencies have agreed 
that the small-project guidelines apply equally to suitability determinations for open-water disposal and 
antidegradation evaluations.     

4. No-Test Determination.  This project is located in an area of low-moderate concern with regard to 
sediment contamination and upland disposal is proposed.  The proposed dredged material volume of 
250 cubic yards is less than the “no-test” volume of 1,000 CY for low-moderate-ranked areas.  Based 
on the DMMP small-project guidelines, the DMMP agencies have determined that sampling and testing 
are not required for this project.   
This determination does not constitute final agency approval of the project. During the public comment 
period that follows a public notice, resource agencies and the public will provide input on the overall 
project. A final decision will be made after full consideration of public input.  

5. References.  
DMMP, 2016.  Dredged Material Evaluation and Disposal Procedures (User Manual).  Dredged 
Material Management Program, August 2016. 

Ecology, 2013.  Sediment Management Standards – Chapter 173-204 WAC.  Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Revised February 2013.  

6. DMMO Signature.  This determination was coordinated by the undersigned with Laura Inouye 
(Ecology), Justine Barton (EPA) and Celia Barton (DNR). 

 

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       David Fox, P.E. - Seattle District Corps of Engineers  

 

Copies Furnished: 
 
DMMP agencies 
Jordan Bunch, USACE Regulatory 
DMMO File 
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