
Prepared by:   
Dredged Material Management Office 
Seattle District, US Army Corps of Engineers 
  

MEMORANDUM FOR:  RECORD           August 28, 2018 

SUBJECT:  VOLUME REVISION FOR PROPOSED DREDGED MATERIAL FROM MAINTENANCE 
DREDGING OF THE PORT OF GRAYS HARBOR TERMINALS 2 AND 3, GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY, 
FOR OPEN-WATER DISPOSAL AT THE SOUTH JETTY OR POINT CHEHALIS DISPERSIVE SITES.  

1.   Introduction.  This memorandum reflects the consensus determination of the Dredged Material 
Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental Protection 
Agency, and Washington Departments of Ecology and Natural Resources) regarding the increase in annual 
proposed dredge volume suitable for disposal from the Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 2 and Terminal 3.   

2.   Project Summary.  The Port of Grays Harbor owns four terminals in the vicinity of Aberdeen, 
Washington.  Terminals 1 and 2 operate as liquid bulk commodity import and export terminals; Terminal 3 
is used for shipping wood and wood products; Terminal 4 operates as a cargo shipping facility for 
automobiles, break bulk cargo, and logs.  The terminals (Figure 1) are dredged every one to three years to 
maintain safe navigation.  The Port of Grays Harbor recently requested an increase in allowable annual 
dredging for T2 and T3 as part of their application for a new 10-year Department of the Army permit (NWS-
2017-850).   

3.  Volume Revision Request.  The Port of Grays Harbor terminals are located at the mouth of the 
Chehalis and Hoquiam Rivers, an area where riverine sediment accumulates rapidly. The previous permits 
for T2 (NWS-2007-1789-SO) and T3 (NWS-2008-997) allowed 60,000 cy/year and 40,000 cy/year of 
maintenance dredging, respectively.  In past years the Port has found that those permitted volumes were 
not sufficient to maintain navigable depths given sedimentation patterns combined with available funding in 
a given year (Coast and Harbor 2017).  Table 1 summarizes the previous annual permit volume allowance, 
recent actual maintenance dredging volumes, and volume increase requested. 

Table 1.  Summary of dredging volumes vs permitted volumes (adapted from Coast & Harbor 2017) 

PoGH 
Terminal 

Previous 
annual 

permitted 
volume 

(cy) 

Requested 
annual 

permitted 
volume 

(cy) 

Maintenance Volume Dredging per Fiscal Year (cy) 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Avg. 

T2 60,000 80,000 41,823 48,880 59,086 39,411 27,261 28,441 60,312 49,523 
T3 40,000 60,000 32,367 65,927   28,342   42,212 

4.  DMMP Analysis.  For the most recent characterization, Terminals 2 & 3 were both ranked “low-
moderate.”  Project ranks represent the DMMP agencies’ best professional judgment of concern or 
potential risk, typically based on a scale of potential for adverse biological effects or elevated 
concentrations of chemicals of concern. The lower the rank, the less the concern, and the less intense the 
sampling and testing requirements needed to adequately characterize the dredged material. After the 
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previous round of testing, all Port of Grays Harbor Terminals were down-ranked from “low-moderate” to 
“low” by the DMMP (DMMP 2015).  For any project to be ranked low there must be few or no sources of 
COCs, with at least two rounds of data available to verify low concentrations.   

Due to the low rank, the abundance of data over time that has found dredged material from Terminals 2 & 3 
suitable for open-water disposal, and the continual accumulation and then removal by dredge of riverine 
sediment as it slows down when it enters the Grays Harbor estuary, the DMMP agencies agree that there is 
very low risk for potential contamination with the proposed volume increase.  The volume increase, as 
summarized in Table 1, is approved for open-water disposal for the duration of the current suitability 
determination (through December 2021). 

This memorandum has been coordinated with the DMMP agencies for consensus and approval.  

   

___________     ________________________________________________  
Date        Lauran Cole Warner, Biologist 
   Dredged Material Management Office 

Seattle District Corps of Engineers 
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