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Prepared by: 
The Dredged Material Management Office 
Seattle District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD        August 2, 2018 

SUBJECT:  DMMP NO-TEST DETERMINATION FOR MAINTENANCE DREDGING AT A RESIDENTIAL 
DOCK IN GIG HARBOR OWNED BY DENNIS GRAHAM (NWS-2018-240).  

1. Introduction.  This memorandum documents the no-test determination by the Dredged Material 
Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington Departments of 
Ecology and Natural Resources, and the Environmental Protection Agency) for maintenance dredging 
at a residential dock in Gig Harbor.  The dock is associated with property owned by Dennis Graham on 
North Harborview Drive (Figure 1).   

The existing dock was permitted by the Corps of Engineers in 1968 (Attachment 1).  The proposed 
project includes replacement of the existing dock and maintenance dredging of the moorage slip.  The 
dredged material will be placed upland on the property.  Dredging will be limited to the same footprint 
and depth (-10 feet mean lower low water) as originally dredged.  The calculated volume, including 
1V:4H side slopes, is 713 cubic yards (Figure 2). 

2. Evaluation.  The DMMP guidelines provide testing relief for small projects, depending on the rank of 
the project.  According to the DMMP User Manual, projects in Gig Harbor are ranked as a ‘moderate’ 
risk for sediment contamination (DMMP, 2016).  In a moderate-ranked area, a small project is defined 
as one with less than 1,000 cubic yards.  With only 713 cubic yards, this project qualifies as a small 
project.  Under the DMMP guidelines, sediment sampling and testing are not required for small projects 
in moderate-ranked areas.   

The small-project guidelines were meant to apply to projects with proposed open-water disposal.  For 
projects with upland disposal, the suitability of the dredged material for open-water disposal is not 
relevant.  However, such projects are still subject to evaluation under the Department of Ecology’s 
antidegradation standard (Ecology, 2013), which requires that the sediment to be exposed by dredging 
be of similar or better quality than the existing sediment surface.  The DMMP agencies have agreed 
that the small-project guidelines apply equally to suitability determinations for open-water disposal and 
antidegradation evaluations.     

3. No-Test Determination.  This project is located in an area of moderate concern with regard to 
sediment contamination and upland disposal is proposed.  The proposed dredged material volume of 
713 cubic yards is less than the “no-test” volume of 1,000 CY for moderate-ranked areas.  Based on 
the DMMP small-project guidelines, the DMMP agencies have determined that sampling and testing 
are not required for this project.   
This determination does not constitute final agency approval of the project. During the public comment 
period that follows a public notice, resource agencies and the public will provide input on the overall 
project. A final decision will be made after full consideration of public input.  



Page 2 of 2 
 

4. References.  
DMMP, 2016.  Dredged Material Evaluation and Disposal Procedures (User Manual).  Dredged 
Material Management Program, August 2016. 

Ecology, 2013.  Sediment Management Standards – Chapter 173-204 WAC.  Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Revised February 2013.  

5. DMMO Signature.  This determination was coordinated by the undersigned with Laura Inouye 
(Ecology), Erika Hoffman (EPA) and Celia Barton (DNR). 

 

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       David Fox, P.E. - Seattle District Corps of Engineers  

 

Copies Furnished: 
 
DMMP agencies 
Jacalen Printz, USACE Regulatory 
Railin Santiago, Shoreline Environmental Consulting LLC 
DMMO File 
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The signed copy is on file in the Dredged Material Managment Office.
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Original	dredge	prisim.	Proposed	prism	
will	be	the	same	extent	and	will	provide	a	
1:4	side	slope	to	an	interior	elevation	of	-
10MLLW.		This	would	require	removing	
approximately	713	cubic	yard	of	
sediments.	
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